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CHUONG MO PAU

Budi chiéu ngay 9 thang 9 ciing giong hét nhw ba't ¢t budi chiéu nao khac.
Khong mét ai bi dinh Iiu vao cac sy kién trong ngay hdm dé c6 the xac
nhin minh tirng ¢6 linh cdm vEé tai hoa. (Ngoai tror mot nguoi, ba Packer &
s0 47, Wilbraham Crescent, von 1a chuyén gia v€ linh cam, va sau khi c6
linh cdm van ludn miéng mo ta hét sitc dai dong nhirng tién dodn dic sic va
nhirng ring dong triu nang trong long minh. Nhwng ba Packer lai & s& 47
qua xa nha s& 19 va cha lién quan t&di nhitng chuyén xay ra & dé, nén
dwong nhw doi véi ba ché)ing phéi linh cdm linh ki€c gi hét.)

O Phong Thu ky va Pdnh mdy Cavendish v&i trudng phong 1a ¢6 K.
Martindale, thi ngay 9 thang 9 la mdt ngay té nhat, mdt ngay nham chan.
Chudng dién thoai reng, mdy danh chir gd 16¢c céc, dp Iwc cong viéc binh
thwong, khong hon khong kém khdi lwgng thwong ngay. Chg'lng cO chuyén
gi ddc biét dang quan tim ca. Trudc 2 gio 35 phiit, thi ngay 9 thiang 9 la
mot ngay gidng nhw ba't cir ngay nao khac.

Lic 2 gior 35 ¢6 ti€ng kéu vo ve vang 1én. Co6 Martindale goi dién thoai
ndi bd, va Edna Brent & phong bén ngoai bit may, nhw thwong 1& hoi ¢
giong mii va 1an v&i ti€ng hit vao thd ra, trong lic khéo 1éo Itra cuc keo bor

doc theo ham riang ctia minh.



“Vang, thwa c6 Martindale?”

“Nay Edna — diy chdng phai 1 cdch néi ning tdi dd bao cb khi tra 1o
dién thoai. Phdi phat &m cho 10 ting tr mdt va gitr cho hoi the dwng 1an at
ti€ng noi chir.”

“Xin 18i c6 Martindale.”

“Kha hon roi d@y. C ¢6 1én thi lam dwoc ta't. Bdo Sheila Webb vao gip
toi nhé!”

“C0 4y di an trwa chwa vE a.”

“A.” C6 Martindale dwa mét liéc nhin dong h'6 trén ban gidy. 2 gid 36
phiit. Tré diing sau phiit. Dao gan diy Sheila Webb thuong hay bé tré. “Bao
gior c6 &y Ve thi bao vao gdp toi nhé!”

“Vang, thwa c6 Martindale.”

Edna Iua cuc keo bo quay lai gitra lwei, vira khodi tra mut keo vwa tré
Ve v&i cong viéc danh may quyén Naked Love ctia Armand Levine. Quyén
truyén khi€u dam rat cong phu nay khi€n cd chéng thich thd gi — ma vdi
phéan 1on doc gia ctia 6ng Levine qua that cling y thé, du 6ng ta da ra't c6
géng. Ong 4y 12 mot vi du dién hinh vé sy khong gi c6 th€ chdn chuong
hon sach bao khiéu dam nhat nh€o. Mac du céc bia sach rat gom, céc twa
dé ra't khiéu khich, doanh s6 ban sdch mdi ndm mdi sut gidm va hoéa don
thanh todn tién thué danh mdy gan diay nha't ciia ong ta da dworc gwri di ba
Tan roi.

Ctra mo ra va Sheila Webb di vao, hoi bi hut hoi.

“Meo Hung héi cau dé,” Edna néi.

Sheila Webb nhan mat.

“Thiét xui x&o... ding ngay cdi ngay t& vé tré!”



Co6 vudt toc, cam Iy tap gidy va but chi roi go cia phong tredng
phong.

Tw ban lam viéc, c6 Martindale ngwdc nhin 1€n. Ba ¢6 &y 1a m6t phu nir
ngoai bon mwoi, khé tinh ma ¢6 nang lwc. Mai téc chadi phong Ién ki€u
pompadour mau hoi dé nhat va cdi tén thanh Katherine ctia ¢6 da dan toi
biét hiéu Sandy Cat - Meo Hung.

“Cd veé tré roi day, co Webb.”

“Xin 16i cd Martindale. C6 mot vu ket xe buyt kinh khing a.”

“Ngay nao ma chaalng ket xe buyt vao gio’ nay. Co6 nhén viéc day.” Co
Martindale 18y tw tdp gidy ctia minh ra mot to. “Mot ¢d tén Pebmarsh da
goi dién dén. C6 &y mudn thué moét ngwoi ghi td'c ky ldic ba gio. C6 &y yéu
cau dich danh c6 day. Truedc diy cb da tirng lam viéc cho ¢6 &y a?”

“T6i khong nhé noi minh ¢é teng lam hay chwa. Gan day thi khong a.
Sao cung duoc.”

“Pia chi 1a nha 19 phd” Wilbraham Crescent.” C6 Martindale tam dung,
c6 y do hoi, nhung Sheila Webb 14c dau.

“T6i khdong nhé ndi minh cé ting d&€n d6 hay chwa.” Co6 Martindale liéc
nhin dong ho.

“Ba gior. C6 c6 th€ dé dang thu x&p viéc y. Chiéu nay cd c6 cdi hen nao
khéc khong nhi? A c¢6 ddy...” Mt c6 ta lwdt tir trén xudng dwdi quyén s6
hen gior d€ gén khuyu tay cta minh. “Gido sw Purdy & Khach san Curlew.
Nam gio. CO phai trd vé truede ldc y. N&u khong tdi ¢ the€ phai Janet di.”
Co6 Martindale gat dau ra hi€u da xong va Sheila tr¢ v€ van phong bén
ngoai.

“Cé gi tha vi khong, Sheila?”



“Lai thém mot ngay budn chan nhw moi ngay. Mot 130 meo nao d6 &
Wilbraham Crescent. Nam gio’ 1a Gido sw Purdy — toan nhirng cdi tén c6
qudi dé sor. TG wde mong sao ¢6 liic xay ra chuyén gi d6 ndi dinh ndi ddm!”

Ctra phong ¢6 Martindale mo ra.

“T6i ¢6 ban ghi nhd nay cho c6 ddy, Sheila a. Khi d&n noi, néu ¢6
Pebmarsh chwa veé kip thi cO clr vao, ctra s€ khong cai then. Hay vao nha,
roi vao trong gian phong bén phai sanh va cho dgi! C6 nho dwgc khong,
hay d€'toi ghi lai cho?”

“T61 nho dwoc a.”

C6 Martindale quay vé thanh dia ciia minh.

Edna Brent mo bén dwdi gh€’, 1én 16i 1én mot chi€c giay khad hao nhoang,
cai g6t nhon va cao da bj rot ra.

“Lam sao minh di V€ nha bay gio hd troi?” ¢6 than tho.

“Thoi ding nhing xi nira—cr twdng ¢6 chuyén gi,” mot ¢6 khac néi, roi
tré lai voi viée danh may.

Edna thé dai cho vao may moét tor gid'y moi.

“Ham mudn da chdp lay hdn. V&i nhitng ngon tay cudng loan hin xé
toac lop vdi mong mong manh trén doi go bong ddo ciia nang roi dé nang
xuong cwong hiép trén sofa.”

“D% chét tiét,” Edna vwra rda vwa tho tay 18y cuc tay. Sheila cam tii

xach ctia minh 1€n r'éi ra ngoai.



Wilbraham Crescent 1a mdt khu nha 14p di do mot thdu khoan thoi N
hoang Victoria xdy vao nhirng ndm 1880. D6 la nhirng d6i nha vwon tya
leng vao nhau. Cai ki€u xay ky quai dé gay khé khan dang k€& cho nhirng
ngwoi khéng quen thude voi dia pheong nay. Nhirng ai t&i phia bén ngoai
khong tai nao tim ra cac s& nha nhd hon, con nhirng ké ti€p can phia bén
trong treedc tién thi bi rdi tri cha bi€t cac s& nha 1on hon & chdn nao.
Nhirng ngdi nha don so' ma trang nhd, cyc ky gon gang ngin nip, c6 ban
cong rat lich 1lam va todt 1én vé ¢4 kinh. Cho t&i nay viéc hién dai héa chi
mé&i dung t&i ching bén ngodi, tirc 12 nha b&p va budng tdm cim nhan
ludng gi6é doi mai truede tién.

Khong c6 gi khac la vé can nha s& 19. Man ri gon gang va ctra tredc
bang d'dng thau rat béng lodng. Nhitng cdy hoa h'dong tiéu chuah hai bén 161
di dan t&i cra tredre.

M@ cong rao ra, Sheila budre t&i cira tred'c va bAm chudng. Khong ¢6 ai
dap lai. Boi chirng mot hai phut gi d6 r'oi ¢6 méi lam nhw da dwgc hudong
din, va vin tay ndim. Ctta m& ra va c6 budc vao. Canh cira bén phai cdi
sanh nho chi khép hor. C6 gb nhe 1én d6, chor doi, va roi vao bén trong. P6
12 mot phong kh4ch binh thwong ra't dé thwong, bay bién hoi qud 16" theo
thi hi€u hién dai. Piéu dang lwu y duy nhét la qua thwa thai dong h'o: Mot
dong h'o ditng cao to kéu tich tic & gbc phong, mot dong h'd bing st
Dresden trén bé 10 sudi, mot dong h'd qua lic cam tay bang bac trén ban
gid’y, mot dong h'6 ki€u ma vang nho trén k& treng bay gan 10 swdi, va trén
mot cdi ban canh ctra s& con c6 modt ddng h'd du lich bang da thudc bac
mau c6 cht ROSEMARY ma vang da bi mon vet mot géc.

Sheila Webb ngé chi€c dong h'é d€ trén ban gidy v&i doi chit ngac

nhién. N6 cho thdy thoi gian 1a hon bdn gio' mwoi phit mét chit xiu. Cai



nhin chiam chip ctia co6 chuyén sang dng khéi 10 swdi. Chiec dong hd & d6
cling bdo gio’ y nhw vay.

Co giat bdn nguwdi khi c6 ti€ng vt vir va lach cach trén dau, r'oi tir chigc
dong h'd bang gd cham khéc trén vach twong, mdt con chim cu vot ra qua
canh ctra nho xiu ciia nd, bao gio 1on ti€ng va r6 rang. Ciic cu! Ciic cu! Ciic
cu! Giong kh6 khdc gan nhw de doa. Chim cu lai bién di cling v&i ti€ng
canh ctra ciia né dong sap lai.

Sheila Webb hoi mim cwoi, vong quanh dau ghé” sofa. R'6i cd ngung
phét, ghim lai mot cdi giat ndy ca nguoi.

Nam song soai trén san nha x4c cia mdt ngwdi dan 6ng. Mt 6ng ta hé
mé&, vO hon. C6 mot mang won wdt sim mau trén mit tredc bo @6 xdm
sam cua Ong ta. Gan nhw cdi may, Sheila cii xudng. C6 s md Ong ta —
lanh ngdt — hai ban tay ciing vdy... s& cdi mang wdt roi dot nhién rut tay
lai, ngé lom lom v&i vé kinh hai.

Ngay lic d6 cd nghe cé ti€ng lach cach ctia canh cong bén ngoai. Co
mdy moc quay ddu ra ctra s6. Qua d6 cd thd’y bong dang mdt ngwoi dan ba
vOi va di trén 167 mon. Sheila nu6t nwde bot mdt cich mady méc — ¢6 hong
kho rang kho rdc. Co cit ding nhw trdi trong ngay tai chd, khong th€ nhiic
nhich, khong th€ kéu 1én... ¢ ddm ddm nhin vé phia trudc.

Ctra m¢ ra va mot phu nir cao rdo da cé tuoi di vao, tay xach mdt cai tdi
mua hang. Mai téc hoa rdm cua ba ra't day, chai ngwoc ra sau tran, va doi
mét to mau xanh xinh dep. C4i nhin trao trdo ctia chiing lwét qua, khong
trong tha’y Sheila.

Co thdt ra mot tiéng y&u &t, khong hon mot tiéng kéu rén. Ddi mét to
xanh lo’ hedng i chd co géi, va ngwoi dan ba dot nhién cat ti€ng the thé:

“Ai & day vay?”



“T6i — d6 la...” C6 gdi dot nhién ngwng bt ldc ngwoi dan ba le lang
ti€n vE phia cd, vong ra sau gh€ sofa.
R61 co géi kéu 1€n tha't thanh.

“Dung — dung... ba s€ gidm 1én ma't — Ong ta... Va ong ta da chét...”



CHUONG 1

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

Vao lic 3 gior 59 phit chiéu ngay 9 thang 9, t6i dang rdo budc trén duwong
Wilbraham Crescent vé hwdng tdy. D6 la Tan dau tién to6i dit chan toi
Wilbraham Crescent, va thit tinh ma né1 khu Wilbraham Crescent khién to1
o1 tri.

T6i van c hanh dong theo mot linh cam véi diec tinh kién tri ngdy qua
ngay da tr¢ nén li lom hon, trong khi linh cam dwong nhw cang ldc cang it
c6 kha nang mang lai k€t qua. Toi la nhw vay do.

S6 nha téi mudn dén la 61, va td1 c6 tim dwgrec n6 hay khong? Khong, to1
khong tim dwgec. Ba chiam chi theo déi cdc s6 nha tee 1 dén 35 roi, t&i do
Wilbraham Crescent c¢6 vé da tan cling. Mot phd 16n ¢6 gin bang Puong
Albany chén ngang 167 di clia toi khdng nhan nhwong. Tdi trdé lui. Phia bic
chd c6 nha cira, chi c6 mot birc twong. Pang sau birc twrong d6, mot khu
chung cw g6m céc can hd hién dai vwon 1én trovi cao, 167 vao khu &y hién
nhién & mét con dwong khac. V6 phwong dén do.

T6i ngwde nhin 1én cac s& nha minh dang di ngang qua. 24, 23, 22, 21.



Diana Lodge (chéc 1a s& 20, c6 mot con meéo 16ng vang cam dang ng'di rira
mat trén cdt tru cong), 19...

Ctra nha s6" 19 m¢& toang va mot thi€u nte voi va ra khdi nha roi xudi
theo 161 di dwong nhw v&i van toc cia mdt qua bom. Céi sy gidng voi qua
bom dwgc tang ceong bai ti€ng thét kem theo khi ¢6 ti€n tdi. Ti€ng thét Ay
the thé, yéu &t va that ky di chealng giong ti€ng ngwoi. Qua khoi cong cd gai
dung vao t6i that manh khién toi suyt bi hat vang ra khdi Ié dwong. C6 Ay
khong chi va cham. Co6 ta tdm chét 18y t6i — mot cai tdm chét tuyét vong
dién cudng.

“Binh tinh di!” tdi n6i khi di 14y lai thing bang. Tdi 1ic nhe cd géi.
“Binh tinh nao!”

Co gdi binh tinh lai. C6 vAn tim chit, nhung thoi khong la hét nira. Thay
vao d6 ¢6 thd hon hén — nhirng ti€ng hit théd sdu nhw dang thon thirc.

T6i khong theé néi minh da phan (ng gidi giang gi trong tinh huéng ay.
To6i hdi c6 chuyén gi khong. Thay cau hdi ciia minh ky cuc khong 16 tdi stra
lai cho dung: “C6 chuyén gi the?”

Co gai hit vao mot hoi dai.

“O trong d6,” cd chi tay ra dang sau.

“Sao ha?”

“Cé mot ngudi dan ong trén san nha... chét roi... ba Ay sip gidm lén
ong ta.”

“Ai gidm? Tai sa0?”

“T6i nghi ba &y bi mu. Va ¢6 mdu trén ngwoi 6ng ta.” C6 nhin xudng
roi néi 1éng mdt ban tay dang ndm chit. “Ca trén ngudi tdi nira. Cé6 mdu

trén nguoi t6i.”



“Piing vay,” t6i ndi. T6i nhin nhirng vét ban trén tay 4o khodc ctia minh.
“Va bay gio’ trén nguoi toi cling ¢6,” toi chi cho ¢6 &y xem. Téi thd dai,
can nhéc k¥ tinh hudng nay. “T6t hon hét c¢6 nén dan toi vao va chi cho toi

29

xem.

Nhurng c6 bét dau run 1én ban bat.

“T6i khong th€ — khong the'... tdi khong vao trong dd’y nira dau.”

“C6 1€ ¢b nodi ding d@6.” Téi nhin quanh. Dwong nhw cha ¢6 noi nao that
thich hop d€ an vi mdt cd gai gan chét nga't. Toi do c6 ng6i xudng e
duong, twa lung vao hang rio sét.

“Co ctr & day,” t6i bao, “cho t&i khi toi quay lai. S€ khong 1au dau. R'6i
cd s€ On thoi. Néu tha'y kho chiu thi nga nguoi téi trede, tia dau gitra hai
dau gdinhé!”

“T6i... toi bay gior da on roi.”

Co ta n6i diéu d6 v&i mot chit khong chéc chén, nhung toi chealng mudn
n6i gi thém. Toi vO nhe 1én vai cd mot cdi d€ cd yén tAm cho doti, roi nhanh
chan rao budc trén 167 di vao nha. Téi budc qua ctra vao trong, chdn chw
mot ldc trén hanh lang, ngd vao bén trong canh ctra bén trdi, thd'y mot
phong #n trong ving, ngang qua sanh roi vao phong khach doi dién.

T6i nhin thdy tredc tién mot ngwoi dan ba cao tudi ¢ mdi téc hoa rim
dang ng6i trén mot cai ghé&’. Ba ta ddt nhién quay déu lai khi tdi budc vao
va noi: “Ai day?”

T6i d€ y thd'y ngay ngwdi dan ba bj mii. Anh mét ba ta nhin thgng, tap
trung vao mot chd sau tai tréi clia toi.

To61 noi ¢dc 10¢ vao thzatng van dé€: “Mot phu nw tré voi va lao ra ngoai

dwong bao c¢6 mdt ngwoi dan 6ng chét trong nay.”



T6i cam thay that ngd ngan khi ndi ra nhieng 1o &y. VO 1€ lai ¢ chuyén
mot nguwdi dan dng chét trong gian phong sach s& ngin nip cé mdt phu nir
binh tinh ng'61 khoanh tay trén gh€” thé nay.

Nhwng ba ta trd 1o ngay 14p tirc.

“Ping sau sofa y.”

To61 vong theo goc gh€” sofa. R61 to1 nhin thd'y—hai canh tay giang ra
16ng thdng — ddi mit do dAn vo hon — mang mdu da dong lai.

“Chuyén nay da xdy ra nhw thé nao?” t6i hoi cde 16¢.

“T6i ¢ biet gi dau.”

“Nhung — a chic vay. Ong ta 12 ai?”

“Toi cha biét.”

“Chting ta phai bdo canh sat.” Toi nhin quanh. “Dién thoai & dau?”

“T6i cha c6 dién thoai.”

T6i chd ¥ hoi k§ hon vE ban than ba aYy.

“Ba s0ng ¢ diy sao? Pay la nha ba a?”

“Phai.”

“Ba c6 the' k€ cho t6i nghe chuyén gi da xay ra khong?”

“Tat nhién r'oi. T6i di mua hang tré vE... T6i d€ y thd'y ¢6 mdt tdi mua
hang vt trén cdi gh& gan ctra. T6i da vao day. Lap tic t6i nhan ra ¢6 ai day
trong phong. Viéc Ay rat dé khi ngudi ta mi méat. Tdi hdi ai vay. Cha c6 ai
trd loi — chi nghe ti€ng thd kha gap gap. T6i di vé phia am thanh &y — va
roi ai da’y cha bi€t nira da kéu 1én — kéu 1én gi ddy vE€ ai da’y da chét va
bdo 12 tdi sip gidm 1én Ong ta. R6i ai dA'y cha biét nira vira hap tap lao
ngang qua chd toi ra khoi phong vira thét 1én.”

To6i gat dau. Chuyén ho k€ tring khop v&i nhau.



“Vabadalam gi?”

“T6i da do dwong that can than cho dén khi chan tdi cham vao mot
chwdong ngai vat.”

“Sau do6 thi sao?”

“To6i quy xudng. Toi s& nham cdi gi d&¥y — mdt ban tay dan 6ng. N6
lanh ngit — chd c6 mach dap... T6i dirng diy roi di sang ddy va ngoi
xudng — d¢€ cho doi. Ai dd’y da dén ding lic dién ra chuyén nay. Cdi co
thi€u nr cha biét 1a ai dd'y sé lam cong viéc bao ddng. Toi nghi td't hon hét
minh khong nén boé nha ma di.”

To6i rd't ¢ &n twong voi sy diém tinh ctia ngwoi dan ba d6. Ba ta da
khong kéu thét, cling khong pham sai [Am vi hoang s¢' ma roi khoi nha. Ba
da binh tinh ngdi chd. P6 1a mot hanh vi ding dan, nhung 18 ra phai lam
mot s§ viéc.

C6 ti€ng ba ging hoi: “Chinh xdc cdu la ai?”

“Tén t6i 1a Colin Lamb. Tinh co t6i di ngang qua day.”

“Co géi tré kia dau ro6i?”

“T6i d€ c6 &y ngdi twa vao cong. Co ta dang bi s6c. Pién thoai gan nhat
& dau ha ba?”

“C6 mot budng dién thoai cong cong cach diy chirng b6n mwoi lam mét
xudi theo con dwong nay, ngay triedre khi cdu dé€n géc dwong.”

“Ping ro6i. Téi nho ¢ di ngang qua d6. Toi s€ di goi cho canh sét. Ba
s€...” tOi ngan ngu.

T6i khong bi€t nén hoi ‘Ba s€ & lai ddy chir?” hay 1a ‘Ba s€ on cht?’

Ba ta lam t6i nhe ca ngwoi, khoi ¢an chon lya.

“T6t hon hét cdu nén dwa c6 gdi vao trong nha,” ba ndéi mot cach dut



khoat.

“T6i khong biét ¢6 &y ¢ chiu hay khdng nira,” t6i ndi vé ngo vuec.

“Cha phai vao trong phong nay dau, 1€ ta't nhién la th&". Hay de€ co aYy
ng'oi trong phong dn & bén kia sanh! Bdo ¢0 ta tdi sé pha tra!”

Ba ding day, di vé phia t6i. Toi hdi: “Nhwng ba ¢6 1am noi khong d6?”

Mot nu cweoi bi hi€m mo h'6 thodng hién mot 1t trén khuén mat ba ta.

“Céu trai tré cla toi o1, toi da ty ndu dn trong nha b&p cua riéng minh
ngay twr lic m&i dé€n & nha nay— cach nay dd mwoi 1am ndm réi. Bi mu
mét chflng nha't thi€t la khong tw lyc dwoc.”

“Xin 10i ba, t6i ngd'c qua. C6 1€ tdi ¢An phai biét tén cia ba a?”

“Millicent Pebmarsh — goi toi 1a ¢6.”

Tbi di ra, tré ngwoe theo 167 di vao nha. Co gdi ngwde nhin toi, va bit
dau ging gwong ding day.

“T6i... toi nghi minh bay gio it nhiéu cling da on r'oi a.”

T6i do ¢6 1én, vui mung ndi: “Tdt.”

“C6... ¢6 mot ngwoi dan Ong chét trong Ay, phai khong a?”

T6i nhanh nhau dong y.

“Hin 12 th& roi. Toi sé di dén budng dién thoai cudi dwong d€ bao an
cho canh sat ngay day. T6i s€ doi trong nha né€u t6i 1a ¢6.” Toi 1€n giong d€
at di khong cho c6 ta kip phan ddi. “Hay v6 nha roi vao phong an & bén
trdi! C6 Pebmarsh dang pha mdt tach tra cho ¢6 d6.”

“Vay do 1a co Pebmarsh a? Ba co &y bi mu sao?”

“Diing. Ba ta ciing bj sdc, nhung van dang x sy ra't ding myc. Nao, toi
s€ dwa cd vao. Mot tach tra sé t6t cho co trong khi cho canh sat toi.”

To61 quang mot tay qua vai cd, thic giuc co theo 161 vao nha. T61 dat co



ng6i thodi mdi canh cdi ban trong phong an, roi voi vang di goi dién thoai.

Mot giong lanh lung v6 cam néi: “P6n canh sat Crowdean day.”

“T6i ¢6 th€ néi chuyén vai Thanh tra Hardcastle khong a?”

Giong n6i kia thén trong dap: “Toi khong r6 6ng 4y cé & day hay khong.
A1 dang no61 day?”

“Bdo voi anh &y ¢6 Colin Lamb goi.”

“Xin doi mot 14t!”

T6i cho. R6i giong Dick Hardcastle cat 1én.

“Colin day u? M&i gip ddy thoi nén ching ngd lai 1a cau. Pang & dau
da’y?”

“(¥ Crowdean. Hién toi dang & Wilbraham Crescent. C6 mdt ngwoi dan
ong nim chét trén san nha s& 19. Chic 1a bi ddm. Ong ta da chét khoang
chung nira gio r'oi.”

“Ai tim thdy ong ta? Ciu a?”

“Khong, t6i 1a nguoi qua dwong vo can. Thinh linh mot cd gdi tw trong
nha d6 lao t&i nhr mot con doi t dia nguc bay ra. Suyt x6 nga t6i. Co ta
néi c6 mot ngudi dan 6ng chét trén san nha va mot ba mu sdp dap 1én dng
ta.”

“Cau khong dinh lwa t6i ddy chr?” giong Dick héi ¢6 vé nghi ngo.
“Nghe cé vé ky qudi, t6i thra nhan. Nhung sy viéc ¢6 vé ding nhw da

néi. Ngwoi dan ba mu 1a ¢6 Millicent Pebmarsh, chd nhén cda can nha d6.”



“Ba mi &y gidm 1én nguwoi chét a?”

“Khong phai nhw y 6ng anh mudn néi dau. C6 1€ ba &y mu nén chi 1a
khong biét ong ta dang ndm d6.”

“T6i s€ diéu tra. Hay doi t6i & da’y nha! C4u da lam gi v&i ¢6 gdi roi?”

“C06 Pebmarsh dang pha cho c¢6 2y mot tach tra.”

Dick nhan xét: Nghe cé vé &m cung thodi mai qua nhi.



CHUONG 2

O s6° 19, Wilbraham Crescent, bo mdy hanh phdp dang c6 mit d€ bit dau
diéu tra. C6 mot phap y, mot thg’ chup hinh, may ngwoi 18y dd'u van tay, ta't
ca déu 1a canh sat. Ho di chuyén d€ tdc nghiép that hitu hiéu, mdi nguoi lo
cdng viéc thwong ngay cia minh.

Cudi cung Thanh tra Hardcastle d&€n, mot ngwoi dan 6ng cao 1on, mat
lanh nhw tién v&i cip 16ng may rdm y nhu than thanh. Ong th&y nhitng
viéc minh cho ti€n hanh déu da dwgrc thyc hién va lam ding, 6ng xem lai
cai xdc mot Tan chét, trao ddi vai ciu ngin gon v&i phép y, roi bing qua
phong dn noi ba ngwoi dang ng'6i bén nhirng tach tra da can. Co6 Pebmarsh,
Colin Lamb va mot ¢d gdi cao ¢6 mdi téc xodn mau ndu va d6i mét to so
hai. “Xinh that,” thanh tra nhin xét, ro rang lac de€.

Ong ty gidi thiéu véi cd Pebmarsh.

“Thanh tra Hardcastle.”

Ong c6 biét chit it vé cd Pebmarsh, mic dit nghé nghiép khién dwong di
ctia ho chwa bao gior giao nhau. Nhwng 6ng da gip ba ¢ nay & dau do roi,
va dwoe biét ba la mot cyu gido vién, c¢6 cong viéc day chir ndi & Vién
Aaronberg cho tré em khi€m thi. Dwong nhw hoan toan khong th€ cé

chuyén phat hién mé6t nguoi dan 6ng bi sat hai trong ng6i nha sach sé gon



gang va don so’ ¢ phan nghéo nan cda ba ¢c6 nay — nhwng nhirtng chuyén
ba't kha vAn xay ra thwong xuyén hon nhirng chuyén nguwoi ta sdn long tin
la c6 that.

“Pay 1a mdt chuyén khing khi€p, c6 Pebmarsh a,” 6ng ndi. “Hén 12 mot
cl sdc ghé gom d6i voi ¢b. Toi can dwoce nghe twong trinh rd rang chinh
xac nhirng gi da xay ra tw ta't ca cac vi. T6i hi€u chinh cd...” dng li€c nhanh
quyén sO ghi chép ma vién canh sat trao cho 6ng, “Sheila Webb da phat
hién cdi xdc. N&u c6 cho t6i dwgrec dung nha b&p, c6 Pebmarsh, t6i sé dan co
Webb vao trong dy, d€ ching t6i dwoc yén tinh.”

Ong mé& cénh cira ndi tir phong in sang nha bép r'o6i chd cho t&i khi ¢d
gai di qua ctra. Mot canh sat diéu tra tré tudi mac thwong phuc da dwoc bd'
tri s&n trong nha bép, dang viét lach mot cach kin ddo & mot cdi ban nhd ¢
mit ban 1am bang formica.

“Chiéc gh& nay trong cé vé thoai mai,” Hardcastle vira néi vira kéo ra
mot cai gh€” Windsor phién ban hién dai.

Sheila Webb ng'di xudng, cé vé bdn ch'on lo 1dng, ddi mét to s sét nhin
chdm chiam ong ta.

Suyt chit nwra 6ng thanh tra da budt mi€ng néi ‘Co o1, to6i sé khong an
thit c6 dau,” nhwng ghim lai dwore, thay vao d6 dng bao: “Cha cé gi phai lo
au ca. Chung t6i chi mudn hi€u r6 tinh hinh. Nao, té€n cd la Sheila Webb —
con dia chi caa c6?”

“Muoi bon, dwong Palmerstone — ddi dién nha may khi dot.”

“ff, bi€t the€". T6i nght c6 1a nhan vién van phong?”

“Phai, t6i la the ky ddnh mdy kiém tdc ky — lam viéc cho Phong Thu

ky cua c6 Martindale a.”



“Phong Thw ky va Banh mdy Cavendish — la tén day du cua nd, ding
khong?”

“Thwa ding.”

“Va c6 da lam viéc & dd’y bao lau r6i?”

“Chirng mot nim. A, ddng ra 13 muoi thing.”

“T6i hi€u. By gio c¢d hay k€ theo y clia minh cho t6i bi€t hom nay ¢6 da
dén so 19, Wilbraham Crescent nhw thé nao.”

“A, 1a th& nay.” Sheila Webb gi néi ning cé vé ty tin hon. “Cb
Pebmarsh da goi t&i phong, yéu cdu mot ngwoi ghi tdc ky toi day lic ba
gio. Vi vay khi toi dn trira vé t&i, thi c6 Martindale da bao t6i di.”

“PAY chi 1a viéc 1am thwong ngay, phai khong? Y tdi — co 1a nguoi k&
tiép trong danh sich — hay c6 di sip x&p nhitng chuyén nay nhw th& nao
de?”

“Khong han. C6 Pebmarsh chi dinh t6i a.”

“Co6 Pebmarsh chi dinh ¢6 sao?” Long may Hardcastles nhiu lai, ghi
nhan di€m nay. “T6i hi€u... Vi trede day co ting lam viéc cho ba Ay a?”

“T6i chwa ting a,” Sheila dap nhanh.

“Chura tirng sao? C6 c¢6 hoan toan chic chin khong?”

“C6 chw, toi khéng dinh. T6i mu6n néi ba &y dau phai ki€u nguwoi ma
nguwoi ta cé the’ quén dwge.”

“Piing the". A, ngay bay gior chiing ta s& khong di vao chuyén &y. Co da
dén day luc nao?”

“Ch4c 12 ngay trudce ba gior, vi dong h'6 ciic cu...” C6 dot ngdt dirng lai.
Mit c6 mé to. “Ky qua! Ky qudi qud chirng! That tinh tdi khong hé d€'y

gio gid’c.”



“C0 khong hé de’'y diéu gi, cd Webb?”

“A — maYy cdi dong hd.”

“Nhung chi€c dong h'6 thi sao?”

“Pong h'6 cuc cu go ding ba ti€ng, nhwng ma’y cdi khac d€u chay nhanh
hon chirng mot gio. Sao ky qua!”

“Qua that rat quéi dan,” 6ng thanh tra dong y. “L'an dau ti€n cd nhin
tha’y cai xac chét la lic nao?”

“Mai t&i khi di vong ra sau ghé sofa t6i mdi thay. Va... 6ng ta... & d6.
That dé s¢, ding 1a dé so...”

“Pdng so tht, tdi d6ng y. Bay gio’ ¢ da nhan ra ngwoi dan ong &y r'oi
chr? C6 phai la ai dd'y ¢6 ting gap tredc diy khong?”

“O, khong dau a.”

“Cd hoan toan chéc chén chit? C6 the trong dng ta da d6i khac khd nhiéu
so v&i lic binh thwong, c6 biét r'oi dd'y, hay suy nghi ky di! C6 hoan toan
chic chin dng ta 1a ngudi co chuwa ting gidp?”

“Hoan toan chic chin.”

“Pugec. The' ddy. Va cd da lam gi?”

“T6i da lam gi w?”

“Ping.”

“A — khong 1am gi hét... hoan toan khong 1am gi. T6i khong the.”

“T6i hi€u. Co6 hoan toan khong so d&€n 6ng ta sao?”

“C6... t0i c6 so. b€ xem... t6i mudn néi — chi d€ xem thit — nhwng
ong ta... lanh ngdt — va... va ban tay toi bj dinh m4u. That kinh té'm, mdu
dac sét va nhot nhot.”

C6 bt d4u run 1én.



“PaYy, dd’y,” Hardcastle néi v&i giong diéu y hét mot ong chd. “Bay gio
chuyén da xong, c6 bié€t roi day. Quén chuyén mau me di! Hay néi toi
chuyén ti€p theo! Chuyén gi da xdy ra ngay sau d6?”

“Tb6i khong biét... A vang, ba &y vé t&i nha.”

“Y ¢6 mudn néi la cd6 Pebmarsh?”

“Ping. Chi la lic do6 t6i khong nghi ba &y 1a c6 Pebmarsh. Ba &y chi
x4ch mot cdi tdi mua hang di vao.” C6 din giong néi vé cdi tdi mua hing
nhur mot cai gi do phi 1y va khong thich hop.

“Vacd danoi gi?”

“To61 khong nghi minh ¢6 n6i gi... To1 ¢d noi, nhueng néi khong duorce.
T6i ¢6 cam gidc hoan toan nghet thé ¢ ddy ne.” Co6 chi vao ¢6 hong minh.

Thanh tra gat dau.

“Varoi... sau d6... ba ta hoi: ‘Ai da’y?’ roi di vong ra sau céi ghé€” sofa
va toi nghi... téi nghi ba ta sip stta — gidm 1én nd. T6i thét 1én... Va mot
khi di bét dau thét thi t6i khong thé nao ngiing dwoce nira. Va cdch ndo d6
toi da ra khoi cdn phong roi bang qua cira trwedee...”

“Nhwr mot con doi bay ra khéi dia nguc,” thanh tra nhé lai miéu ta cia
Colin.

Sheila Webb nhin 6ng bang con mét khi&p s¢' khon khd, va néi khd bat
ngo: “Toi xin 16i.”

“Cha viéc gi phai xin 16i c. CO da k& chuyén clia minh rit t6t. By gio
dirng nghi ngoi gi d&n chuyén &y nita. A, chi mot van @& nira thoi. Tai sao
cd lai & trong can phong &y thé?”

“Tai sao a?” Trong cd gai c6 vé chung hirng.

“U. Co6 da dén day, c6 the sém hon vai phit, va c6 da nhd'n chudng, toi



cho la th¢’. Nhung néu chfmg ai dap lai, tai sao c0 lai di vao?”

“A ra 12 vdy. Vi ba ta bio t6i.”

“Ai bdo c6?”

“CoO Pebmarsh a.”

“Nhung toi twdng ¢ chwa ting néi chuyén véi ba 'y ma?”

“Da, chwa a. Chinh la ¢6 Martindale dd, c6 ta bao tdi ctr di vao va cho
trong phong khach & bén phai sanh.”

Thanh tra néi vé dam chiéu suy nghi: “Ra th¢".”

Sheila Webb rut re hoéi: “Xong chwa a?”

“T6i nghi 1a xong. T6i mudén ¢6 cho & ddy thém chwng mwoi phit nira.
Co d6, phong khi c6 chuyén gi xdy ra, cé the tdi s€ mudn hoi cd. Sau day
t0i s€ cho xe canh sat chd ¢6 vé nha. Con gia dinh cd thi sao — ¢6 ¢6 gia
dinh ch?”

“Cha me t6i déu ma't roi. Toi s6ng voi mot nguoi di.”

“Bata tén gi?”

“Ba Lawton.”

Thanh tra dirng day va chia tay ra.

“Cam on ra't nhiéu, c6 Webb a,” dng ndi. “Dém nay c6 cd nghi cho khoe
nhd! C6 can nghi ngoi sau nhirng gi da trai qua.”

Co6 gdi rut ré¢ mim cwoi voi Ong trong khi bwde qua cira vao phong an.

“Cau cham séc ¢c6 Webb nhé, Colin,” thanh tra néi. “Nao, c6 Pebmarsh,
Xin cam phién vao trong nay!”

Hardcastle dd dom chia tay ra dinh dit chli nha di, nhung ba c6 crong
quy&t budc ngang qua Oong, ma’y ngén tay md miam d€ xéac dinh vi tri cla

cai gh& dwa trong, kéo n6 ra mot chit roi ng'doi xudng.



Hardcastle d6ng ctra lai. Ong chwa kip néi thi Millicent Pebmarsh dot
nhién hoi: “Céu thanh nién 8y la ai?”
“Tén cqu &y la Colin Lamb.”

A’ NA

“Cau ay da cho t61 bi€t nhr the roi. Nhung ma cau ta la ai? Tai sao ciu
ta vao day?”

Hardcastle nhin ba ho't ngac nhién.

“Tinh co cau &y dang di bd trén dwong thi c6 Webb thinh linh tw trong
nha nay nhao ra, hét 1&én bdo c6 4n mang. Sau khi di vao va tr gidi ddp thic
méc vé chuyén gi da xay ra, ciu Ay goi cho chiing t6i, va dwoc yéu cau tré
veé day cho doi.”

“Ong goi cdu aYy la Colin, nghe ¢4 vé than mat 1am.”

“Co0 ré't c6 6c quan sat, c6 Pebmarsh a,” — (quan sat? khdng phai tt nay,
tuy vAy chang c6 tir nao khdc thich hop ca) — “Colin Lamb 1a mot ngudi

ban ctia t6i, mic du it 1au nay toi khong gip cdu ay.” Ong néi thém: “Cau
ay 1a mot nha hai dwong hoc.”

“A., tdi hidu r'oi.”

“Nao, c6 Pebmarsh, t6i s€ ra't vui néu c6 c6 th€ k€ cho tdi nghe bt cir
di€u gi vé vu viéc kha dang ngac nhi€n nay.”

“Xin s&n 1ong. Nhung ching c6 gi nhiéu d& k&.”

“Co da cu trd & day mdt thoi gian, toi tin 1a thé?”

“Tw ndm 1950. T6i la — khi &y ngh€é nghiép cua tdi 1a c6 gido day trong
tredng. Khi t6i duoe bdo cho biet ching the 1am gi véi thi luc gidm sit clia
minh va mot thdi gian ngén nita s& bj mi, t6i di ty thich ng d€ trd thanh
chuyén vién chtr n0i va cac ky thuat khac d€ gidp do ngwoi mu. Hién tdi ¢6

mot cong viéc & diy, tai Vién Aaronberg danh cho tré em khi€m thi.”



“Cam on ¢6. Bay gio ndi t&i sy kién chiéu nay. Co c¢6 trong doi vi
khach nao khong?”

“Khong.”

“T6i s& doc cho c6 nghe m6t ban miéu ta ngwoi chét d€ xem c6 the goi
cho ¢6 nh¢ dén ai dd’y dic biét hay khong. Cao khoang mdt mét bdy nham
d&n mo6t mét bay muoi tdm, tudi chirng sdu mwoi, toc den dang tré thanh
hoa ram, mét nau, rAu cao nhin nhui, mit gay, ham rang chic, dinh dwong
t0't nhung khong béo phi. B @6 xdm sidm, hai ban tay dworc chdm séc ky.
C6 th€ 1a mot vién chirc ngan hang, k& todn, ludt sw hay mot ngwoi chuyén
nghi€ép thudc linh vec nao ddy. Theé cd goi cho ¢6 nghi dén ai ma cd biet
hay khong?”

Millicent Pebmarsh can nhic k¥ trwdc khi ddp.

“T6i khong th€ néi 1a ¢6. Ta't nhi€n d6 1a mot mo ta ra't tong quat. Co the
pht hop v&i mét s6 nguei. Co the'la ai ddy toi tung trong thd'y hay gap g0,
nhung chic chin khong phai 1a ngudi toi biét r5.”

“Gén day cd khdong hé nhan dwgc ba't ¢ birc thw nao cia bat ky ai dé
nghi s€ dén viéng tham?”

“R0 la khong c6.”

“Rat tot. Nao, c6 da goi dién dé€n Phong Thu ky va Panh may
Cavendish, yéu cau cung cdp mdt ngwoi ghi tdc ky, va...”

Ba cd ngit 1o 6ng. “Xin 18i. Toi chéng h€ lam vi€c gi dai loai nhw the"”

“C0 khong c6 goi dén Phong Thu ky va banh may Cavendish, va yéu

A

c4u...” Hardcastle nhin chdm chip.
“Nha t61 khong c6 dién thoai.”

“C6 mdt budng dién thoai cong cong & cudi dwong nay co ma,” Thanh



tra Hardcastle néu r0.

“Phai, ta't nhién 1a c¢6. Nhwng toi chi ¢ th€ cam doan v&i 6ng, Thanh tra
Hardcastle a, to1 chzamg can ngudi ghi tdc ky, cling khdng hé — xin nhic lai
1a khong — goi dén chd Cavendish &y v&i bat cir yéu ciu ndo nhuw the’”

“C0 khong c6 dac bi€t yéu cau c6 Sheila Webb sao?”

“Trudc gio’ toi chwra tieng nghe céi tén ay.”

Hardcastle kinh ngac ng6 ba ta lom lom.

“Co da d€ ctra trede khdong khoa?” 6ng hoi.

“Ban ngay toi van thwong xuyén 1am nhw the’.”

“Bat ky ai cling c6 th€ budc vao day?”

“Dwong nhu ¢6 ngwoi da lam thé trong vu dn nay,” ¢c6 Pebmarsh néi
mot cach lanh dam.

“CO Pebmarsh a, theo gidam dinh phdp y ngwoi dan O6ng nay da chét
khoang tr mot gio' ba mwoi dé€n hai gior b6n mwoi lam. Lic &y ¢6 dang &
dau?”

Chu nha tram ngam suy nghi.

“Liic mot redi chic toi da di roi, hodc dang chuih bi d€ rdi khdi nha.
T6i phai di mua vai mon.”

“Co6 th€ cho t6i biét dich xac cd da di dau khong a?”

“PE td6i xem nao! To6i da dén bwu dién & dwong Albany, giri mdt bwu
kién, mua tem thw r'6i di sim may mén can ding trong nha, phai, va toi da
mua it bd cai méc 40 quan va ghim an toan, ¢ nhan hiéu hin hoi, & ctra
hang vai Field and Wren. Sau d6 t6i tr¢ vé day. Toi c6 the€ cho 6ng bi€t
chinh xac lic &y ma’y gio. Pong h'6 cic cu cua tdi hot ciic cu ba Tan khi t6i

vé dén cong nha, va toi ¢6 the nghe tha’y tr ngoai dwong.”



“Con nhirng chi€’c dong h'6 khéc cta ¢6 thi sao?”

“Xin 161, 6ng néi gi co?”

“Nhirng chié€c dong h'd khac déu chay nhanh hon mét gio.”

“Chay nhanh v? Ong mudn néi chiéc déng h'd ding & géc phong w?”’

“Cha phai chi chi€c &y thdi dau — ta't cd cac dong h'o khac trong phong
khich déu nhw the".”

“T6i khong hi€u 6ng néi cac dong h'é khac 1a mu6n néi gi. Cha c6 dong

h'6 nao khac trong phong khich.”



Sy

CHUONG 3

Hardcastle tr& mit.

“A nay, cd Pebmarsh. Con chiéc dong h'6 bing st Dresden rat dep trén
bé 10 swédi thi sao? Va chiéc dong h'6 nhd bang vang gia ciia Phap. Con mot
chiéc ddng h'6 qua lic mang di dwong bing bac, vi — a ding roi, chiec
ddng h'6 c6 chir Rosemary chéo géc nira chir.”

T&i lwgt co Pebmarsh trd” mét kinh ngac.

“Hodc dng hoic toi chic di dién ma't roi, ong thanh tra a. Xin cam doan
voi 6ng toi cha ¢6 chi€c dong h'd sit Dresden nao ca. Va... ca cdi ma 6ng
vira no6i la... chi€c dong h'6 cé chir Rosemary chéo ngang — cha c6 dong
h'd vang gia cia Phdp — con mdt cdi ntra 1a gi thé’ nhi?”

“pong ho qua 1ic mang di dwong bang bac,” Hardcastle dap nhw cdi
may.

“Chi€c ay cling khdng c6. Néu ché’ing tin tdi, 6ng co6 the hdi ba gidp viéc
don vé sinh cho to1. Tén ba ta la Curtin.”

Thanh tra Hardcastle sitng s6t. C6 mot s cam doan xac thyc, sy lanh
loi trong 10 ¢6 Pebmarsh néi 1am cho né ¢6 stec thuy&t phuc. Ong danh dbi
chiit thoii gian 14t di 14t lai cac sy viéc trong dau, r'oi dirng day.

“C0O Pebmarsh a, li€u c6 c6 th€ cam phién theo tdi vao trong phong bén



canh khong?”

“Dworc thoi. That tinh t61 cing mudn ty minh xem m&y chi€c dong ho
xy.”

“Xem a?” Hardcastle thic mic vé cdi ttr d6 that nhanh nhay.

“Dung t xem xét s€ hay hon,” ¢6 Pebmarsh néi, “nhwng 6ng thanh tra a,
ngay ca ngwdi m ciing dung ki€u néi thwdng tinh ma thue ra ching hop
voi kha nang ctia ho. Khi bdo minh mu6én xem nhirng chi€c dong h'6 ay, y
n6i 12 mudn xem xét va s& ching bang nhitng ngén tay ctia chinh minh
thoi.”

C6 Pebmarsh theo sau Hardcastle ra khéi nha bép, bang qua sanh nhd
r'oi vao phong khach. Nhan vién 18y da'u tay ngwde nhin dng.

“T6i vira hoan ta't trong nay, thwa s€p. SEp c6 theé dung vao bat c thir gi
minh muon.”

Hardcastle gat dau r6i cam lén chi€c dong h6 du lich nhd cé chu
Rosemary chéo géc. Ong dit né vao long ban tay c¢6 Pebmarsh. Ba ¢6 so
soang khip ca, that ky ludng.

“C6 vé 1a mot chi€c dong h'd du lich binh thwong,” ba néi, “loai c6 boc
da. Khong phai cda t6i, Thanh tra Hardcastle a, va n6 khong cé trong phong
nay khi toi roi khoi nha ldc mdt gior rudii, toi ¢é thé néi khd chic chén.”

“Cam on c0.”

Thanh tra 187y lai chi€c dong h'6 twr tay c6 Pebmarsh. Ra't than trong, dng
nh&c chiéc dong h'd nhd bing st Dresden tir bé 10 swéi 1én.

“Hay can than voi chi€c nay!” 6ng vira néi vira dit nd vao tay ba. “Co
the'bi vor day.”

Millicent Pebmarsh md mim xem xét that k§ dong h'6 nhd bang st véi



nhitng dAu ngdn tay tinh t&. R'6i ba lac dau. “Hin day la mot chi€c dong
h'o tuyét dep,” ba ndi, “nhung khéng phai cia t6i. Ong bio né di & dau
ha?”

“Bén hong phai bé 10 swdi.”

“Lé& ra phdi c¢6 cdp chan nén bang st & ddy chix.”

“Piing la ¢c6 mdt chan nén & da’y, nhwng da bi day vao trong cung roi.”

“Ong bao van con c6 mdt chiec dong h'd khac hay sao?”

“Hai chi€c nwa.”

Hardcastle 18’y lai chi€c d6ng h'6 s Dresden r'oi dwa cho cd Pebmarsh
chiéc dong h'd nhd ma vang gid ctia Phap. BA md mim khép ca thit nhanh,
roi tra lai cho 6ng.

“Khong. Cling khong phai cua t6i.”

Ong trao cho ba chiéc bang bac, va chi€c niy ba ciing dwa lai.

“Thong thwong ma’y chi€c dong h'é duy nhat trong phong nay la chiéc
dong h'6 dirng & dd’y, trong goc gan ctra sO kia kia...”

“Hoan toan dung.”

“...vamdt chi€c dong h'd ciic cu trén twrong & gan cira.” Hardcastle tha'y
that khé 1ong biét phai néi gi ti€p sau d6. Ong nhin soi méi ngwdi phu nit
trede mit minh v&i cdm gide thém phan yén chi vi biét ba ta ching thay
viéc diéu nghién cda 6ng. C6 mdt nét nhiu may nhe nhe nhw thé€ bdi rdi
trén trdn ba. Ba néi gay git: “Tdi khong hiéu ndi. Hoan toan khong hiéu
noi.”

Ba quor mot tay, d& dang nhan biét minh dang & dau trong phong, roi
ng'6i xudng. Hardcastle nhin nhan vién 18y da'u van tay dang ding gan ctra.

“Anh da lam xong v&i nhirng chi€c dong h'd nay roi chk?” 6ng hoi.



“Vang, toi da lam xong hét cd roi, thwa s€p. Khong c6 chit xiu da'u vét
nao trén chi€c d6ng h'6 ma vang, nhung thwong bé mat tron lang khong bi
dinh diu vét. Ciing y nhw vdy v&i cdi bang stt. Ciing khdng c6 vét do’ nao
dinh trén dong h'd du lich boc da, cdi bang bac cling khdng — va cé mot
chiit ba't thwong vi binh thwong né€u ¢6 ai cdm ching... thi phai ¢6 dau vét
chir. Nhan tién xin bdo cdo: khong c6 cdi d6ng h'6 nao dwoc 1én day ca, va
déu dwoe d€ ding cung mot thoi di€ém — bén gio: muoi ba phut.”

“Nhung d6 dac con lai trong phong thi sao?”

“C6 chung ba hay bon bd da'u tay khac nhau trong phong, ta't ca l1a phu
ntr, c6 thé ndi nhw vay a. Nhirng thir d€ trong céc tdi déu & trén ban.”

Bing cich hat dau chi chd, anh ta thu hit sy chd y d&nh mot dong &6
nhd d€ trén mot cai ban. Hardcastle di t&i xem nhirng mén d6. C6 mot cai
vi dwng bay dong shilling, mdt it tién 1& d€ bén ngoai, mot khan tay bd tdi
nhd bing lya khong nhan mac, mot hdp nhd dyng nhitng vién thudc tiéu va

mot danh thi€p in. Thanh tra cui xu6ng nhin td'm thié€p.

Ong R. H. Curry,
Metropolis and Provincial Insurrance Co. Itd.

7, diwong Denvers,

London, UU?2.

Hardcastle tr¢é lai gh€ sofa noi ¢6 Pebmarsh dang ngoi.

“C6 1€ nao ¢6 da mong ai dady tr mot cong ty bao hi€m dén viéng
tham?”

“Cong ty bdo hi€ém a? Khong. Chic chin khong.”

“Metropolis and Provincial Insurrance 8y.”



C6 Pebmarsh lac dau. “T6i chwra bao gid nghe néi d&n cong ty d6.”

“C0 khdng c6 dang tinh chuyén lanh tién bao hi€m, ba't ctr loai hinh nao
sao?”

“Khoéng, khong dau a. Tdi dwore bio hi€m hda hoan va trom cip vé dém
voi Cong ty Bao hi€m Jove ¢6 chi nhanh & day. Téi khong dong ¥ mua béo
hi€m ca nhan. Cha c6 gia dinh hay ho hang than thich nén t6i thdy khong
viéc gi phai bao hiém cudc s6ng cia minh hét.”

“T6i hi€u,” Hardcastle néi. “Li€u cdi tén Curry ¢6 y nghia gi v&i cd
khong? Ong R. H. Curry ay?”

Ong dang quan sét k§ ba ta. Khong c6 phan ing nao trén mit ba ca.

“Curry?” ba liip lai cdi tén, roi lic dau. “Mot cdi tén khong thong dung
14m, phai khong? To6i khong nghi minh titng nghe cdi tén Ay, hay biét ngudi
nao c6 cdi tén &y. C6 phai la tén ngwoi dan 6ng da chét khong?”

“Dwong nhw ¢6 kha nang la thé” day.”

C6 Pebmarsh ngan ngr mot ldc réi moi néi: “Co phai 6ng mudn toi

AN b2

SO'....

Hardcastle nhanh chéng hi€u y ba ta.

“Co s€ gitp chir, c6 Pebmarsh? Chflng phai I1a doi hdéi qua nhiéu, ding
khong? Toi chéng hi€u bié€t gi may vé chuyén nay, nhwng cé 1€ ma’y ngon
tay cta cO s€ cho cO biét dich xdc mdt ngwoi trong nhw thé nao, hon la
nhén bi€t qua miéu ta.”

“Chinh xac,” cd Pebmarsh néi. “Tdi dong y l1a phai lam viéc &y that cha
thich thd gi, nhwng t6i sdn 1ong 1Aam néu dng nghi c6 thé gitip ich cho dng.”

“Xin cdm on,” Hardcastle néi. “C6 d€ t6i dan dwong cho...”

Ong dét ba ta vong qua cdi ghé& sofa, chi chd cho ba quy xudng r'oi nhe



nhang ¢Am tay hwdng din cho ba s mit ngwoi chét. Ba rdt binh than,
khong d€'106 cam xdc gi. MAy ngén tay do dAm trén mai tdc, hai 10 tai, chin
chir mot 14t sau tai trdi, trén sdng miii, miéng va cam. Sau dé ba lic dau roi
ding day.

“Td1 c6 mot y niém ra't ro rang vE hinh dang ctia 6ng ta, nhung t6i hoan
toan chéc chin diy khong phai ngudi toi tieng giip hay quen biét.”

Vién canh sat 18y da'u van tay da thu don @6 nghé va ra khédi phong. Anh
ta tho dau tré vao.

“Ho t&i rede 6ng dy,” anh ta trd cdi xac chét. “Chd 6ng ay di dwoc
khong?”

“Pugc,” thanh tra néi. “Dén ngoi day di, dugrc khong c6 Pebmarsh?”

Ong dit ba an toa trén mdt cdi gh& trong géc. Hai ngwdi dan 6ng di vao
phong. Viéc di chuyén 6ng Curry qua c§ that nhanh chéng va chuyén
nghiép. Hardcastle di ra cOng, roi sau d6 quay vé phong khach. Ong ngbi
xudng gan ba chu nha.

“Pay 1a mdt vy an di theong, c6 Pebmarsh a,” 6ng néi. “Toi mudn duyét
qua nhitng di€m chinh v&i co6 d&€ xem t6i ndm va'n dé c6 ding hay khong.
Xin stra sai néu toi nham 1an. Hom nay c6 cheamg trong doi vi khach nao ca,
co chaalng hé mua bdo hi€m bat cr loai hinh nao, cd chéng hé nhén thu nao
tr ba't cr ai néi rd hdm nay dai dién ctia mdt cong ty bao hi€m sé dén tham.
bung khong?”

“Hoan toan dung.”

“Co chaalng can dich vy the ky danh may ki€ém toc ky hodc mot toc ky
vién va c6 khong c6 goi dién thoai dén Phong Cavendish hodc yéu cau

nguwoi ta dé€n day luc ba gio.”



“Lai ddng ntra roi.”

“Khoang chung 1 gior 30 khi ¢b roi khdi nha, trong phong nay chi ¢é hai
chi€c d6ng h'6, chi€c dong h6 cic cu va chi€c dong hd ding. Cha ¢6
chi€c nao khac.”

Truwde khi dap, ba chii nha ty ki€m lai ban than.

“NE€u phai n6i mot cach tuyét d6i xac thuc, toi chéng the tuyén thé veé
101 khai ctia minh. Thi Iyc da bi mat, toi cha luu y dén sy ving miit hay c6
miit clia bi't cit thit gi thwong khdng c6 trong phong. Phai néi rang T4n cudi
cling toi c6 th€ chic chin vé nhitng gi d€ trong phong 1a khi tdi quét bui
sdng so'm hom nay. Moi tht khi 4y déu & chd clia né. To6i thweong ty minh
lam 18’y vi ba gitp viéc don v€ sinh hay ba't can v&i nhirng vat trang tri.”

“C0 c6 roi khéi nha ca budi saing hom nay khong?”

“C6. Toi di lic muroi gior nhw thwong 1€ d€n Vién Aaronberg. T6i dirng
16p mai d&€n muwoi hai gioo mwoi lam. Toi tré vE day ldc chieng mét gio
kém muwoi 1am, te nd'u cho minh moén trieng bat trong nha bép va udng mot
tach ca phé roi lai ra di nhw da néi lic mot gio' redi. Nhéan tién xin néi
thém, tdi dung bira trong nha b&p chwr chaalng vao phong nay.”

“T6i hi€u,” Hardcastle néi. “Nhw th& trong khi ¢6 c6 thé néi mot cach
xac dinh lic mwoi gior sdang nay khong hé c6 nhirtng chiéc dong h'o thwa
thdi & day, t6i cho rang c6 kha niing chiing da dwge dua vao day lic nao
day trong buodi sang nay.”

“Chuyén 2’y thi 6ng phai hdi ba gilp viéc don v€ sinh la ba Curtin. Ba 8y
thwong dé€n day khoang chirng muwoi gior va ra vé khoang chirng mwoi hai
gior. Nha ba 'y & s6” 17, dwong Dipper.”

“Cam on cd Pebmarsh. Bay gio’ chiing ta con lai nhirng sy kién ti€p theo

nay va dé€n day td6i mudn co cho bi€t ba't ky y twdng hay goi ¥y nao xdy dén



voi ¢6. Vao lic nao ddy trong ngay hdm nay bdn chiéc dong h'o da duoc
mang dén diy. Ca b6n dong h'd &y déu dwoc van dirng & bdn gior mwoi ba
phit. Liéu gio’ &y ¢6 goii cho ¢6 nghi dén diéu gi hay khéng?”

“Bon gior mwdi ba phiit.” C6 Pebmarsh 1ic dau. “Hoan toan khong.”

“Bay gio’ chiing ta chuyén tw nhirng chi€c dong h'6 sang nguoi chét.
Duwong nhw khong the€ ¢é chuyén dng ta dwore ba gitp viéc don vé sinh cho
vao roi ba Ay d&€ dng ta & lai trong nha, trir phi ¢d ¢6 néi v&i ba ta rang cd
dang doi gdp 6ng y. Nhung chiing ta ¢ the hdi ba ta vé chuyén d6. Ong
ay dén day c6 the' la d€ gap cd vi mot 1y do nao day, vi ¢6 cong viéc hoac
vi ly do riéng tw. Tor mot gior ba mwoi dén hai gio bOn muoi 1dam 6ng ta da
bi dam chét. C6 phai 6ng ta dén vi c¢6 hen hay khong, chuyén nay c6 da bao
la cha biét gi. C6 th€ 6ng ta ¢6 lién quan véoi bado hi€m — nhung cd cling
chaalng giip dwoc gi cho ching tdi. Ctra khong khoéa, nén dng ta da vao dgi
cd — nhung ma d€lam gi ch?”

“Toan bd chuyén nay that v& van,” c6 Pebmarsh néi vé s6t rudt. “Vay
ong nghi cdi 6ng — khong rd c6 phai té€n la Curry hay khong 8y — da
mang theo nhirng chi€c dong h'6 v?”

“Khéng ¢6 dau hiéu nao cho thay cé d6 d€ dyng ching dau ca. Ong ta
chaalng thé’ nao d€ bdn chi€c d6ng h'd trong tidi cia minh. Nao, c6 Pebmarsh,
hay suy nghi that ky. Cé li€n twdng nao trong dau c6 khong, c6 cé the goi ¥
diéu gi lién quan t&i dong h'd khong, hodc néu khdng lién quan toi d6ng
h'6 thi vé thoi gian di! Bon gio mwoi ba phit. Bon gio' mwoi ba phiit?”

Ba ¢0 ldc dau.

“Toi van ¢d ty nhd véi l1ong minh day 1a viéc lam ctia mot ké dién
cudng, hay la ai d6 da vao nham nha. Nhung ngay cd nhw the” thyc sy cling

cha giai thich dwoe gi. Khong, 6ng thanh tra a, t6i khong gitip dwoc Ong



roi.”

MOot vién canh sat tré nhin vao. Hardcastle di ra gdp anh ta trong sanh, va
ttr d6 ciing di ra cOng. Ong néi chuyén mét lic v&i cdc canh sat vién.

“Bay gio’ cdc cdu c6 th€ dwa quy cd &y vEé nha,” 6ng bao, “dia chi la s&
muoi bon, dwong Palmerston.”

Ong tré vao trong phong in. Qua cira mé din vo nha bép, 6ng ¢ the
nghe tiéng c6 Pebmarsh dang ban rén bén bon ria chén. Ong dimg &
nguwong cua.

“T6i dinh s€ 18y di maYy chi€c dong h'0 &y, c6 Pebmarsh a. Toi s€ d€ lai
bién nhan cho ¢6.”

“Khong sao ca, 6ng thanh tra a. Ching chéng thudc ve to1.”

Hardcastle quay sang Sheila Webb.

“Bay gio’ ¢0 ¢6 the’ vé nha, c6 Webb. Xe canh sat s€ dwa cd ve.”

Sheila va Colin dirng 1én.

“Cau tién c6 Ay ra xe, dwoe khong Colin?” Hardcastle vira néi vira kéo
mot cdi ghé t&i ban dn va bit dAu ghi bién nhan.

Colin va Sheila xu6i theo 161 ra cong. D6t nhién Sheila ding lai.

“Gang tay cua toi... toi d€ quén...”

“Pet6i di 18y cho!”

“Thoi — d€ tobi... toi bi€t rdo minh da d€ & dau. Toi khdng d€'y lic nay
— bay gio ho da 18y di hay chwa.”

Lat sau cd chay tré ra gap anh ta.

“Xin 16i vi h'6i lic d4u tdi ngd ngan qud.”

“Ai cling the thoi,” Colin noi.



Thanh tra Hardcastle ra thi gap ho, ding luc Sheila 1€n xe. Sau d6 khi xe
da chay di, 6ng néi v&i vién canh sat tré.

“T6i mudn nhieng chi€c dong h'6é trong phong khach dwoc dong goi can
than — tat cd tr chi€c dong h'd cic cu trén twong va chi€c dong h'd dirng
16m.”

Ong chi d4n thém vai viéc roi quay sang ban minh: “T6i dinh di mét vai
chd. Mudn di khong?”

“Hop y t6i d6,” Colin dap.



CHUONG 4

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

“Pi dau day?” t6i hoi Dick Hardcastle.

Ong néi v&i tai x&: “Phong Thu ky Cavendish. Trén dwong Palace, di
nguoc vé phia ph6” di bd Esplanade vé bén phai.”

“Vang, thwa s€p.”

Chiéc xe chay di. Gio day chi c6 may ngudi givrong mét nhin theo v&i
vé quan tim thich thi. Con meéo 16ng vang cam van con ngdi trén cdt cong
ctia Diana Lodge nha k& bén. N6 khong rira mat nira ma dang ng6i that
thang thd'm, hoi ve vdy céi dudi va ngé lom lom trén dau trén & ddm
ngwoi kia voi thai do hoan toan miét thi loai ngwoi, von la ddc quyén caa
riéng loai meo va lac da.

“Phong Thuw ky, roi dén ba giap viéc don v€ sinh, theo trinh tw 2y,”
Hardcastle néi, “béi vi thoi gian dang trdi di.” Ong liéc nhin d6ng h'6 deo
tay. “Hon bon gio roi.” Ong ngirng mot lat roi ndi tiép, “Mot co gai khd
hap dan nhi?”

“Qud hap din,” toi dép.



Ong ném céi nhin thich thd vé phia téi.

“Nhwng cd &y da k€ mot cau chuyén ra't dang chud y. Kiém tra lai chuyén
d'y cang s’m cang tot.”

“Ong anh khong nghi 12 ¢b &y...”

Ong ngét 1o toi. “T6i vAn ludn quan tim d&n nhitng ngudi phat hién céc
xdc chét.”

“Nhung c6 gai d6 da gan nhw phat dién 1€n vi khi€p s¢. Gid 6ng anh
nghe thdy c0 ta thét 1€n thé nao...”

Ong lai ném cho t6i mot céi nhin tréu choc nira, roi nhic rr«ing co ta la
mot cO gai cuc ky hap dan.

“Va lam sao nén ndi ciu phdi lang thang trén dwong Wilbraham
Crescent vay, Colin? Chiém nguwong kién tric quy phai thoi N hoang
Victoria ctia ching ta, hay la cau c6 muc dich riéng?”

“Tdi ¢6 muc dich chix. Toi ctr tim mai nha s& sdu mdt ma van khong ra.
Khong 1€ s6' nha dé khong ton tai?”

“T6n tai chir. S& nha 1én d&€n — tam tdm 14n ma, t6i nghi th&"”

“Nhwng 6ng anh xem day nay, Dick a, khi t61 d€n s& hai mwoi tadm,
Wilbraham Crescent da tan cung ro6i.”

“Préu nay van ludn 1am nhirng ngwoi la nwede la cdi bi r61. Gid nhw ciu
ré phéi ngwoec dwong Albany r'oi lai ré phai Ian nira, hin cdu da tha’y minh
dang & ntra con lai ciia Wilbraham Crescent. N6 dwoc xay deng ki€u lwng
tra lwng, cdu tha'y dd’y. Cac khu veon tya leng vao nhau.”

“Hi€u roi,” to6i ndi khi cudi cung 6ng Ay dai dong giang giai xong dac
di€m dia dw nay. “Gidng nhw cdc quang trwong va veon hoa & London.

Quang truong Onslow, ding khong? Hay 13 Cadogan. Anh bit dau di xudi



theo mo6t bén ciia mdt quang trrong, va roi dot nhién né héa thanh mét khu
nha hay nhirng khu veon. Ngay ca tai x& taxi cling thwong xuyén bi rdi. Du
sao cling ¢6 s& sau mwoi mot. Co biét gi vE nguoi & dé khong, 6ng anh?”

“Sau mdt w? P& tdi xem... Chic dA’y 1a chli thau xay dung Bland.”

“Troi o1,” t61 n6i. “Chét roi.”

“Cau khong mudn tim cha thau xay dgng sao?”

“Khong. Hoan toan khéng dinh tim cha thdu xay dwng. Trie phi — ¢6 1€
hin chi vira m&i d&n day thoi. M&i vao nghé ha?”

“Bland sinh trudng & day, tdi nghi th&". Chic chin 14 nguoi dia phwong
hanh ngh€ 1au ndm roi1.”

“That dang tha't vong.”

“Hén 12 mot chd thau xay dung rat toi,” Hardcastle néi. “Thudong st
dung vt liéu kha kém chat lwong. Xay 1én mdt thir nha it nhiéu trong ciing
on cho dén khi ciu vao ¢& trong &y, roi moi thir sup d6 hay tré nén hw hdng.
bo6i khi lam dn khd manh mung, lvon leo. Thi doan bat lwong — nhung
cling xoay x& thoat dwoc hét.”

“Thuy€t phuc toi cling cheamg ich gi dau, Dick a. Ngwoi tdi can gan nhw
chic chin phai 1a redng cot clia tinh chinh tryc. ”

“Céch day d60 mo6t nam Bland vé bon tién — hay néi ding ra l1a vo hén.
Co ta 12 nguwdi Canada, dd d&n diy trong thdi ky ¢ chién tranh va gip hin.
Gia dinh c6 chéng mudn co 18y hén, va it nhiéu da cit dat véi cod khi co
lam th&" R'6i nam ngodi mdt dng chi mat, con trai doc nha't ciia dng cu
tredre ddy da chét vi tai nan may bay roi, va ¢6 lién quan gi ddy voi
thwong vong chié€n tranh hay sao d6. Va ba Bland 1a ngwoi duy nha't con lai

trong gia toc. B&i thé, dng cu d€ tién cia cho ¢6. Vira van ctru Bland khoi



bi phd san, toi tin the"”

“Ong anh ¢6 v& ranh r& vé éng Bland.”

“Piéu nay — 2, ciu thdy day, co quan thu& vu luén d& méit d&n nhirng
ké qua mot dém dot nhién tré nén gidu c¢é. Ho thic méc liéu c6 phai hin da
gid tro bip bom gian 1an gi da’y hay khong — vi thé€ ho da kiém tra toan bJ.
Ho da ki€m tra va td't ca déu OK.”

“Toi chzatng bao gio’ quan tim d&n nhirng k& dot nhién tré nén giau co.
D6 khong phai thi tro ba't lwvong ma tdi dang tim ki€m.”

“Cau da tim ra roi, phai khong?”

T6i gat dau.

“Va da két thic roi? Hay 12 — van chwa két thic?”

“P6 1a mot chuyén trong ca cau chuyén,” téi néi lang di. “Td1 nay minh
c6 dung brra cing nhau nhw dy dinh khong — hay la vu nay s€ phd hong
btra an, ha 6ng anh?”

“Khong, s& on thdi. Lic nay viéc can lam trwedre tién 1a cho ti€n hanh
diéu tra. Chiing ta mudn tim ra moi diéu vé 6ng Curry. Trong ta't ca treong
hop ¢6 thé xay ra, mot khi chiing ta bi€t dich xac Ong ta l1a ai va lam nghé
gi, chiing ta s& ¢ y niém kha ro rang vEé viéc ai muén Ong ta phai tw gia coi
doi.” Ong ngé ra cira s6. “Dén r'o6i.”

Phong Thu ky va Panh mdy Cavendish toa lac trén con phd mua sim
chinh, dwoc goi mot cach kha cao ngao la dwong Cung Dién. T mot cén
nha phong céach thoi Victoria, né da dwore chinh trang lai cho hgp mét, nhw
nhiéu co ngoi khic & con dwong d6. VE bén phai 1a mot can nha hao hao
giong nhw vay, c6 dé hang chir: Edwin Glen, Nhi€p anh gia nghé thuit,

Chuyén gia chup anh, Thi€u nhi, Dam cwdi, v.v... D€ minh chirng cho hang



chr ty bach d6, khung kinh treng bay ddy nhitng birc anh phéng dai du
kich ¢& cua tré em moi lira tudi, tor bé sor sinh dén tré 1én sdu. C6 th€ doan
nhitng birc 4nh do 12 @€ du db cdc ba ma cwng con di vao. Vai cdp doi cling
c6 hinh lam ti€éu bieu. Nam thanh nién trong cé vé bén lén bén thi€u nw
twoi cuoi. P61 dién Phong Thu ky Cavendish 1a cac van phong cia mot nha
budn than da lau doi ¢6 hd. Bén kia nira nhirng ngdi nha ¢6 kinh nguyén
gd'c da bi giat sap va mot toa nha ba fang nguy nga trang 1€ mang bang hi€u
Café va Nha hang Pong Phuong.

Hardcastle va tdi budrc 1€n bon bac thém, di qua ctra tredc dang mé r'oi
tudn theo dong chir trén mot canh cira bén phai bao: ‘Xin moi vao’, chiing
toi bwdc vo trong. D6 1a mot gian phong kich thwdc vira phai, ba phu nir tré
dang ddnh mdy mot céch siéng ning chdm chi. Hai ngwoi trong bon ho van
tiép tuc ddnh mdy, ching d€ ¥ gi d&n hai khdch la m&i vao. Ngudi thit ba
dang ddnh mdy & mot cdi ban ¢6 may dién thoai, d6i dién tryc ti€p voi
canh ctra, dung lai ngé chiing téi ¢c6 vé do hdi. Hinh nhw cb ta dang miuit
mot th keo nao do.

Sau khi da lua cuc keo vao mét vi tri thuan ti€n trong mi€ng minh, co ta
ma&i gang hodi ching t6i voi giong di€éu kha bye bdi kho chiu: “Céc 6ng cén
gi?”’

“Co6 Martindale dau a?” Hardcastle hoi.

“T61 nghi luc nay ba &y dang n6i chuyén dién thoai...”

Ngay lic dé c6 mét tie€ng lach cach va c6 gdi nha’c 6ng nghe may dién
thoai, vira chot chet mot nidt bAm vwa néi: “Hai quy 6ng can gap c¢o
Martindale a.” C6 nhin ching t6i va héi: “Xin hai 6ng vui 1ong cho bi€t quy
danh!”

“Hardcastle,” Dick dép.



“Vang, mot ong tén la Hardcastle, thwa ¢6 Martindale.” C6 gac 6ng nghe
roi dieng day. “Xin vui long di 161 nay!” ¢ néi r'oi di t&i mot canh cira cé
tA'm bién bing dong ‘C6 Martindale’.

C6 m@& ctra, vira nép minh sat rat vao d6 d€ nhwong cho chiing toi di
qua, vira néi: “Ong Hardcastle ddy a,” roi c6 déng ctra lai sau lung ching
toi.

Ng6i sau mot chi€c ban gidy rong 1on cd Martindale ngwdc nhin ching
toi. P 1a mot phu nir ¢6 vé nang dong ching nam muwoi tudi, d€ téc boi
ki€u pompadour mau do nhat va mot cdi li€c nhin canh giac.

Ba nhin ching t6i, hét ngwoi nay qua ngwoi khéc.

“Ong Hardcastle dd’y sao?”

Dick méc ra tAm thé cong vu trao cho ba ta. T6i tranh di bang cdch ngoi
thdng tho'm trén mdt cdi ghé gan cira.

Cidp 16ng may vang hung ctia cd Martindale nhwdn 1én vi kinh ngac va
c6 phan nao byc boi.

“Thanh tra Hardcastle w? T6i c6 th€ lam gi cho Ong thanh tra day?”

“T6i dén gdp cd hoi tham mot it thong tin, c6 Martindale a. T6i nghi c6
1€ ¢6 cb the gitp t06i.”

Tt giong diéu dng Ay néi, toi ddnh gid Dick sip choi trd hdi vong veo,
mé hodc nguwoi ta. Toi thdy hoai nghi khong biét ba tredng phong nay ¢6
dé bi du hay khong ntra. Ba &y thudc mot typ ngwoi ma ngwoi Phap ddn
cho c4i nhan qud doi phi hop, femme ormidable — ngwdi dan ba ghé gom,
dang so.

T6i nghién ctru cach bay tri tong quat. Cac vach twong phia trén ban

gid’y cua cd Martindale c6 treo bd swu tdp nhirng anh chup cé ky té€n. Toi



nhin ra ¢6 mot birc dnh cia ba Ariadne Oliver, nha véan viét truyén trinh
tham ma t6i c6 hoi quen bi€t. Ban chdn thanh cua ba, Ariadne Oliver, dwgc
Vi€t tay ngang qua birc anh v&i nhirng chtt mau den rd nét. Thanh kinh tri
an, Garry Gregson trang hoang birc anh khac clia mot nha van viét nhirng
truyén trinh tham that ring ron da chét cach nay chirng mwoi sau nam. Mdi
mdi la ban cia ba, Miriam td di€m cho birc anh ctia Miriam Hogg, nir van
si chuyén V€ vin tho 1ang man. Tinh duc ¢6 dai dién la anh chup mét ngwoi
dan 6ng mdi bi héi dau trong cé vé nhit nhat, ky tdng véi nhirng chir viét
nho ri, Biét on ba, Armand Levine. Cé mdt nét gidng nhau gitra nhirng anh
trang tri trén twong nay. Pan 6ng hdu hét déu cam d'ng di€u va mic com-1é
bang vai len, con dn ba thi trong c¢é vé nghiém nghj va c6 khuynh huwéng
tan phai di trong trang phuc 16ng thu.

Trong ldc toi dang ngdm nghia, Hardcastle van ti&p tuc hoi.

“To1 tin ¢6 da thué mot nhan vién tén la Sheila Webb?”

“Puing vay. T6i e rang hién gic cd &y khong c6 & day.” Ba bAm niit dién
thoai ndi bd, néi v&i van phong bén ngoai: “Edna nay, Sheila Webb da vé
chwa?”

“Thwa chwa, c6 Martindale, chwa vé a.”

Co6 Martindale 4 nit tit mdy.

“Co &y da ra ngoai lam viéc dwoc giao ddu gior chiéu hom nay,” ba giai
thich. “T6i ct twdng chic gio ndy cd Ay da vé roi chir. C6 kha ning co Ay
di ti€p dén Khach san Curlew & cudi ph6” di bd Esplanade, c6 &y c6 mot
cudc hen lic nadm gio’ & d6.

“T6i hi€u,” Harcastle ndi. “C6 c6 th€ cho tdi bi€t doi diéu veé cd Sheila
Webb duoc khong?”

“T6i chang th€ ndi gi nhiéu. C6 ay lam ¢ day dwgec — d€ toi xem, a,



phdi néi rang d&n nay da gan dwoc mot nim roi. Co Ay di chirng td kha
nang lam viéc hoan toan tot dep.”

“C0 c6 biét cd &y tung lam viéc & dau truedre khi d&n voi cd khong?”

“T6i dim néi minh c6 th€ tim ra cho 6ng, né€u Ong thyc sy mudn co
thong tin &y, Thanh tra Hardcastle a. H6 so’ vé ¢ ta dang & dau da'y, toi s€
cho luc lai. Theo nhw t6i con nhd dwoe ngay ldc nay thi ldc trwde cd Ay
lam viéc & London va dwoc chu & ddy nhan xét ra't t6t. Toi nghi, nhwng
khong chic chén, ring c¢d Ay di 1am viéc cho mot hiang budn — c6 the 1a
cdng ty moi gidi ba't dong san.”

“Co bao c6 ta lam viéc td't 1dm 2?7

“Hoan toan xirng dang,” cd Martindale rd rang khong phai 1a ngwoi khen
ngoi 14m 1.

“Chaamg phai hang nha't sao?”

“Khong, t6i khong néi thé”. Co &y lam viéc voi tdc d6 trung binh tdt va
trinh d6 hoc van tam tam. Co &y 1a mét thw ky danh mdy can than va chinh
xac.”

“C0 ¢6 biét doi tw cta cd ta, ngoai quan hé cong viéc khong?”

“Khong, téi chi biét cd &y song véi modt ngwoi di.” N6i dén day co
Martindale tré nén hoi ngang phe. “Xin dwgrc hdi 6ng Thanh tra Hardcastle,
¢ sao lai hoi t6i nhirng cau ay? Phai chang cd gdi d6 da gidy vao chuyén
ric rdi the nao?”

“Khong hin thé, c6 Martindale a. C6 c¢6 bi€t mdt ba tén la Millicent
Pebmarsh khong?”

“Pebmarsh,” ¢c6 Martindale nhiu cip 16ng may vang hung. “A, khi — 9,

tat nhién roi. Chinh la Sheila da dé€n nha c6 Pebmarsh chiéu nay. Hen gap



ldc ba gio.”

“Pa hen gdp nhu thé" nao, c6 Martindale?”

“Qua dién thoai. C6 Pebmarsh goi dén va yéu cau mot thw ky danh may
kiém t6c ky dén gidp viéc, va to1 da phai c6 Webb di.”

“C6 phai c6 Pebmarsh &y nha't dinh yéu cau Sheila Webb khong?”’

“Phai.”

“Cudc goi d6 nhan dwoe lic may gio?”

Co6 Matindale suy nghi mot I4t.

“Goi tryc ti€p d&n chd tdi. Nhw thé nghia 1a vao gior dn trea. C6 the néi
khoang chirng hai gio kém muwdi phiit. Truede hai gior, chic chin nhw the’. A
phai r'oi, t6i c6 ghi chu trén tp gid’y cha t6i diy. Chinh xac mot gio’ bon
chin phut.”

“C0 Pebmarsh dich than n6i v&i ba hay sao?”

Co6 Martindale c6 vé hoi ngac nhién.

“Toi cho 1a the””

“Nhung cd6 dau cé nhdn ra giong ndi cia ba ay? C6 dau c6 quen biét
riéng ba ta?”

“Khong. Toi khong bi€t ba 2y. Ba ta ty xwng 1a c6 Millicent Pebmarsh,
cho t6i dia chi cda ba, mot s& nha & Wilbraham Crescent. Sau d6 nhw da
ndi, ba &y yéu cau Sheila Webb, dén nha ba ta ldc ba gio.”

D6 1a mot 1o khai xac dinh ro rang. Toi nghi ¢6 Martindale néu lam
nhan ching s& xua't sic 1im.

“Ong c6 the vui 1ong cho tdi biét tat ca nhitng diéu nay lién quan dé&n
chuyén gi khdng a?” c6 Martindale hoi vé s6t rudt.

“A, cb biét khong, c6 Pebmarsh khong thira nhan minh da c¢6 cudc goi



nao nhw the".”

C6 Martindale nhin chdm chip. “That tinh! Ky dj qud th&!”

“Nguoc lai, ¢6 thi bdo ¢ cudc goi &y, nhwng khong thé xac nhan cé
phéi c6 Pebmarsh da goi hay khong.”

“Khong, ta't nhién t6i khong th€ xac nhan roi. T6i dau c6 bi€t ngwoi dan
ba &y. Nhung that tinh t6i khong hi€u ndi lam vay d€ lam gi co’ chir. Mot
tro choi kham ki€u nao da’y chang?”

“Con hon thé ntra &y chir,” Hardcastle néi. “Cd Pebmarsh nay —hay la
ai d@'y —co6 néu 1y do vi sao lai nha't dinh muon thué Sheila Webb khong?”

C06 Martindale nghi ngo1 mot 1at.

“T6i nghi ba &y bao tred'c ddy Sheila Webb ting lam viéc cho ba ta.”

“Va thyc sy c6 phai the”khdng?”

“Sheila n6i khong nhé ¢é ting 1am viée gi cho ¢6 Pebmarsh hay khong.
Nhung néi thé” khéng hoan toan c6 strc thuyét phuc, 6ng thanh tra a. Xét
cho cuing, céc ¢b ra ngoai qua thwong xuyén d€ gap nhiéu ngwoi khac nhau
& nhiéu noi khac nhau, nén theong khong th€ nao nhé néu diéu &y xay ra
cich day hang thdng troi. Sheila khdng xdc dinh chic chin 1dm vé di€ém
nay. Co6 chi né6i khong th€ nhd minh ¢6 tirng dé€n d6. Nhung that ra, 6ng
thanh tra a, ngay ca khi day la mdt tro choi kham, t6i khong hi€u ndi sy
quan tdm lwu y cua 6ng la do dau.”

“Toi s& dé cap dén diem ay ngay diy. Khi c6 Webb dén so 19,
Wilbraham Crescent cd da bwdc vao nha r'oi vao phong khach. Co &y néi
V(i toi d4y 13 1am theo hwdng din. Co xdc nhan ch?”

“Hoan toan ding. Co Pebmarsh bdo c¢6 the vé dén nha tré mot chit, va

Sheila c vao cho.”



“Khi c6 Webb vao phong khach,” Hardcastle néi ti€p, “cod ta phat hi€n
mot ngudi dan dng dd chét ndm trén san nha.”

C6 Martindale nhin dng thanh tra chdm chip. Ba gan nhw khong néi nén
loi hét mét luc.

“Ong bao mét nguwei dan ong da chét, hd dng thanh tra?”

“MOot ngwoi bi sat hai,” Hardcastle dap. “N6i chinh xac 1a bi dam chét.”

“Giodi 6 1a gioi! Chéc hin o gdi da boi rdi 1am.”

Duwong nhw d6 1a ki€u néi giam nhe dac treng ctia cd Martindale.

“C4i tén Curry c6 y nghia gi v&i co khong? Ong R. H. Curry &y?”

“To61 khong nghi the’, khong dau a.”

“Tw cong ty Metropolis and Provicial Insurrance?”

C06 Martindale vén ldc déu.

“Co thay tinh th€ ti€n thodi lwong nan cda t6i roi day,” 6ng thanh tra
néi. “Co bao c6 Pebmarsh da goi dién thoai cho ¢6 va yéu cau Sheila Webb
dén nha ba &y ldc ba gio. Cd6 Pebmarsh ch:flng thtra nhan da lam bat ky
diéu gi nhw thé". Sheila Webb da dén da’y, va phat hién ra c6 nguoi chét.”
Hardcastle cho’ dgii mot cach vo vong.

C6 Martindale ngay nguwoi nhin Ong.

“Ddi voi toi ta't ca chuyén nay dwong nhw 1a khong thé€ nao la that,” ¢6
néi vé khong dong tinh.

Dick Hardcastle thé dai r'oi ding 1én.

“Chd lam viéc cua cd that dep,” dng néi rat lich sg. “Co6 1am dn dworc
mot thoi gian r'oi, phai khong?”

“Muwoi 1am nam roi. Ching t6i lam an cyce ky tot. Ban dau chi lam rat

nhd, ching t6i d@ m& rong kinh doanh cho dén khi ching t6i gan nhw



khong kham ndi ntra. By gio’ t6i thué tdm c6 gdi, c6 nao cling ta't bat lam
viéc su6t thoi gian.”

“T6i thdy ¢6 lam dwgrc nhiéu tac pham vin hoc nhi.” Hardcastle nguoc
nhin nhirng birc dnh trén twong.

“Vang, lic khdi nghiép tdi da chuyén veé cac tac gia. Toi da tieng nhiéu
nam lam thw ky cho nha van vi€t truyén trinh tham danh ti€ng 1a 6ng Garry
Gregson. Qua that nho mot di san tinh than tw 6ng 4%y, t6i da khai treong
phong nay. T6i quen biét ra't nhiéu dong nghié€p van chwong cua 6ng, va ho
giao viéc cho t6i. Kién thirc chuyén mén cuia to6i vé doi hdi cua cdc tac gia
4p dung vao ddy rat hitu ich. T6i cung cAp mdt dich vu rat hitu ich bang
cach nghién ctru nhirng diéu can thiét: ngay thang va cac trich doan, cic
thic méic nhw vé cdc van dé phép ly va thil tuc clia canh sdt, va chi tiét cia
cac ban ké cha't doc. Tat ca nhirng di€u dai loai nhw th€”. R'6i sau doé la tén
ho, dia chi va nha hang ngoai qudc cho nhirng nguoi dit bdi canh ti€u
thuy€t ctia ho & dia di€m nwdc ngoai. Thoi xwa cong chiing that ra khong
qua d€ y dén tinh xac thyc, nhung thoi nay doc gia ty ddm nhiém viéc viét
thw cho cac tac gia vao bat ky dip nao cé th€ dwge va chi ra sai sét cia ho.”

Co6 Martindale tam dirng. Hardcastle lich sy néi: “Tdi chic chin cd c6
moi 1y do d€ ty chidc mwng minh.”

Ong di vé phia ctra phong. T6i mé cira ra tredc mit éng.

O vin phong bén ngoai ba c¢b géi dang chudn bj ra vé. Cc mdy dénh chi
da dwore ddy nép lai. Co 1€ tan tén Edna dang ding dé véi vé dau khd, mot
tay cam cdai got giay cao nhon, con trong tay kia la chi€c giay c6 cai gét da
rovi ra.

“T6i mua giay nay m&i ¢6 mot thang thdi ha,” ¢c6 dang than van. “Ma

dit 1dm nghe. La tAm ludi sit ché chét d6 — & gbc dwdng canh tiém bdn



banh keo rat gan day thoi. Toi ket cdi got giay vao do, va no bi rot ra ludn.
T6i khong the budc di, phai ¢di ca hai chiéc giay ra va trd vé day voi hai
cai banh mi tron nhd, va lam sao v€ nha hay 1é€n xe buyt that tinh tdi khong
bi€t nwa...”

Ngay lic &y nhdn ra sy hién dién cia ching t6i, Edna 1ién hap tap gidu
di chi€c giay da lam cd tirc gidn véi mot cdi li€c nhin s hdi vé phia c6
Martindale ma t61 danh gia chealng phai hang dan ba chju di giay cao got. Ba
ta dang mang mot doi gidy da d& bang, chi ¢an thodi mai dé chiju 12 da r'oi.

“Cam on cd Martindale,” Hardcastle néi. “Xin 10i da 1am ma't qud nhiéu
thoi gian ctia cd. N&u c6 diéu gi xay dén voi cd...”

“Di nhién,” cd Martindale dot ngdt ngit 1o ong.

Khi da Ién xe, t6i ndi: “Nhw vay cau chuyén cta Sheila Webb, mic cho
ong hoai nghi, hoa ra lai hoan toan dung sy that.”

“Puworc, dwgre roi,” Dick néi. “Cau thdng roi.”



CHUONG 5

“M4 oi!” Ernie Curtin ci't ti€ng goi. Cau bé tam dung trong chdc lat viéc
diéu khién mo hinh nhd bing kim loai 1én 1én xudng xudng mit kinh cira
s0, nho' vy tam tit cdi Am thanh nika rén i nira vt vil Am 7 md phong mdt
tén Ira vil tru dang xuyén qua khong gian trén dwong dén sao Kim. “Ma
nghi sao ha, mé oi?”

Ba Curtin, modt phu nit nét mit nghiém nghi dang ban rita chén bing
sanh trong b6n, khong dap lai ti€ng nao.

“Ma o1, ¢ xe canh sat dau lai bén ngoai nha minh kia.”

“Dep may cdi chuyén ba xao cua con di nghen, Ernie!” ba Curtin vira
noéi vira dét bd chén tach xudng mat boén cho rdo nwdoc kéu lach cach. “Con
bi€t ma da ndi gi v&i con vE chuyén d6 roi ma.”

“Con hong c6 ndi xao,” Ernie nghiém tic dap lai. “Xe canh sat thi€t ma,
va c6 hai 6ng dang xudng xe.”

B Curtin quay lai ngé thing con.

“Dao nay cé lam chuyén gi khong ha con?”’ ba hach héi. “Lai gay
chuyén nhuc nha cho nha minh, thiét tinh ma!”

“Pau ¢6 dau,” cau bé Ernie dap lai. “Con hong ¢6 lam gi hét 4.”

“Thang Alf bj tim r'oi. N6 va ca bing ctia né. Bing dang thiét d6! M4 da



bdo con rdi, va cha cling ttirng néi bing dang hong c6 ditng din dang hoang
dau. Cudi cung sinh chuyén roi. Tred'c hét s€ 1a toa an x& con nit, roi sau
d6 may s& bj gdi vo mot trai gido dwong dé nhuw khong. Con m4 sé khong
cha’p nhin chuyén d6 dau, may c6 nghe khong?”

“Ho da t&i ctra tredre 1'01,” Ernie thong bao.

Ba me rdi cdi bon rira chén, dén v&i thing con chd cira s8.

“O'hd,” ba 14m bam.

Ngay ldc &y ti€ng bua go ctra vang Ién. Le lang chui tay vao cai khan lau
chén, ba Curtin di ra hanh lang m& ctra. Ba nhin hai ngwoi dan 6ng trén bac
thém trwdc cira nha minh véi vé khinh khinh ngo vue.

“Ba Curtin, phai khong a?” ngwoi cao hon trong hai ngwoi hdi, giong
vui vé.

“Piing r'6i,” cha nha dép.

“T61 vao mdt ldc dwore khong? Toi 1a Thanh tra Hardcastle.”

Ba Curtin budc b lai vé khd 12 mién cwdng. BA mé mdt cénh ctra, roi
ra hi€u cho 6ng thanh tra vao bén trong. D6 la mot can phong nhd sach sg€,
rA't ngin nip gon gang, cho ta cdm twdng it khi c6 ai vao, ma cdm tudng Ay
lai hoan toan chinh xé4c.

Bi tinh t0 mo 16i kéo, Ernie ttr nha b&p di ra hanh lang r'6i len 1én lach
vao bén trong canh ctra.

“Con trai ba a?” Thanh tra Hardcastle hoi.

“Phai,” ba Curtin ddp, roi néi thém vé thi dich, “né 12 mdt thang nhd
ngoan, may ong co nodi gi cing vay.”

“Chéc chin n6 ngoan 1im,” thanh tra lich sw néi.

Vé thach thirc trén mat ba chd nha gian ra d6i chit. “To6i dé€n d€ hdi ba



vai cdu vé nha s6 mwoi chin, Wilbraham Crescent. Ba lam viéc & dé’y, toi
dworc biét the.”

“Ch¢ tui ¢6 bao gior néi 1a hong 1am dau na,” ba Curtin chwa the rii bd
cai tinh khi ky khoi ldc nay.

“Lam cho mdt c6 tén la Pebmarsh?”

“Phai, tui 1am cho cd Pebmarsh. Ba t6t 1dm d6.”

“Mu 1oa,” thanh tra Hardcastle noi.

“Phai r'0i, tdi nghiép ba thiét d6. Nhung 6ng hong bao gio biét dau. Ba
c6 the quo tay so soang d'6 vat ma do dwore duong di khip nha siéu 18m.
Con di ra dwong t&i tan giao 10 nira d6. Ba hong phai l1a ngwei hay 1am om
som Vi chuyén nay chuyén no, hong gidng mdt s6' ngwoi ma tui biét.”

“Ba lam viéc & dd'y vao buoi sang?”

“Ping. Tui t&i d6 khoang chin rwdi toi mwoi gior, va ra vé khoang muwoi
hai gi hay khi da 1am xong viéc.” R'6i ba ta hoi gt gong: “Ong hdng dinh
néi céi gi d6 da b in cip da’y chir?”

“Hoan toan ngworc lai,” thanh tra néi, nghi d€n bon chi€c dong ho la.

Ba Curtin ngo’ ngdc ngé dng thanh tra, ching hidu gi ca.

“Cé6 chuyén ric roi gi viy ha?”

“M0ot ngeoi dan 6ng dwoe tim thd'y da chét trong phong khach nha s&
muoi chin, Wilbraham Crescent, chiéu h6m nay.”

Ba Curtin trd mat nhin. Ernie Curtin vin veo ngwdi khodi chi ti, mé
miéng dinh kéu 1én ‘& w’, nhwng r6i thing nhéc nghi 1am cho ngudi ta d€'y
dén sy hi€n di€n cua minh la khong khon ngoan, va ngdm miéng lai.

“Ché&t ha?” ba Curtin néi ¢6 vé khdng tin. Va con hoai nghi hon khi ba

héi ti€p: “Trong phong khdch a?”



“Dung, 6ng 2y bi dam chét.”

“Ong mudn néi 1a dn mang ha?”

“bung, la &n mang.”

“Prira nao gi€t ong chét vay?” ba Curtin gang hoi.

“T6i e rang d&n nay diéu Ay chiing tdi van hoan toan chwa nim dworc,”
thanh tra dap. “Chidng t6i twdng c6 1€ ba gitp dwgc cho ching toi chir.”

“Tui hong bi€t 4n mang gi hét 4,” ba Curtin khaalng dinh.

“Ba khong bi€t, nhwng c6 mot vai van dé can lam rd nguyén do. Chealng
han nhw sdng nay c6 ai ghé tham nha &y khong?”

“Tui nhé 12 hdng c6. Bira nay hdng ¢6. Ong 1 loai ngwdi nao vdy ha?”

“MOot ngureoi dan dng cao nién do sdu muoi tudi, midc mot bd com-1& sAm
mau that chinh €. C6 1€ 6ng &y da ty xwng l1a nhan vién bao hieém.”

“Tui hong cé d€ cho ong v6 nha. Hong cé nhan vién bao hi€m nao hét,
cling hong c6 ai ban may hiit bui hay Tw di€n Bach khoa. Hong c¢6 céi gi
nhw vay hét 4. C6 Pebmarsh hong mua ban tai nha, va tui cling vay.”

“Tén cta nguoi dan 6ng, theo tim danh thi€p trong nguoi Ong ta, la
Curry. Ba ¢6 bao gio nghe cdi tén &y chwa?”

“Curry? Curry ha?” ba Curtin lic d4u. “Tui nghe c6 vé giong tén ngudi
An D6 qua ha,” ba ta néi vé hoai nghi.

“Cha phai thé¢” dau,” thanh tra Hardcastle néi, “ong ay chealng phai ngwoi
AnDo.”

“Ai da tim thd'y ong — CO6 Pebmarsh a?”

“MOot ¢O gdi tré 1am the ky ddnh mdy kiém t6c ky, do nhdm 14n, ¢ nghi
minh dwore cr t&i d6 d€ lam viéce gi da’y cho c¢6 Pebmarsh. Chinh ¢6 nay da

phat hién cdi xac. C6 Pebmarsh tré& vé gan nhw ngay ldc 8y.”



Ba Curtin buéng mét ti€ng thé dai thwon thwot. “Chuyén i xeo qua xa!
Qua x4 troi ludn!”

“Xin ba bd chit thoi gian,” thanh tra dé nghi, “d€ xem anh cai xac ngwoi
dan 6ng va cho ching t6i bi€t c¢6 phai 6ng ta la ngwoi ma ba ting gip &
Wilbraham Crescent hodc trwedgc diy twng c6 ghé tham nha dy. CO
Pebmarsh dd khing dinh ong ta chwa bao gic dén day. By gi¢’ c6 nhimg
van dé nho khac nhau ma t6i mu6n bi€t. Ba ¢ thé nhé ra ngay tirc thi ¢
bao nhiéu dong h'6 trong phong khach hay khong?”

Ba Curtin tham chi khong can suy nghi.

“C6 cai dong h'd by trong géc phong ma nguwoi ta kéu 1a dong h'd ong
noi, con ¢6 cai dong h'd chim cu trén twong nira. N6 vot ra va kéu ‘cic cu!’
C6 khi 1am cho nguwoi ta suyt ti nira 1a giat nay 1én.” Ba voi va ndéi thém:
“Tui hong ¢6 r& toi ca hai cdi d6 ddu nha. Khong bao gio'. Cd Pebmarsh
thich ty tay 1€n day hai cadi d6ng h'6 d6.”

“Cha c6 va'n dé gi v&i ching ca,” thanh tra trAn an. “Ba c6 chic daYy la
hai chi€c dong h'6 duy nha't trong phong sdng nay hay khong?”

“Pwrong nhién. Con cé céi nao khic nira sao?”

“Chfmg han nhw khong c6 mot chiec d¢dng h'd vudng bang bac ma ngudi
ta goi la d6ng h'6 mang di dwong, hay mot chi€c dong h'd ma vang bé ti teo
— chi&c d€ trén bé 10 swdi Ay, hodc 1a mot chiéc ddng h'd bang st ¢6 hoa
van — hay mot chi€c d6ng h'6 boc da v&i cdi tén Rosemary chéo ngang
mot géc.”

“Pwong nhién 1a hong c¢6. Hong ¢6 cdi nao nhw vay hét 4.”

“Ba han da de’ y thd’y ching né&u nhw ching c6 & day?”

“Puwong nhién roi.”



“Ca bon chi€c d6ng h'd &y déu chi thoi gian mudn hon ching mot gio
so vori chi€c ddng h'd cic cu va chiéc dong h'd dang.”

“Chéc 1a gio' nwdc ngoai roi. Tui va 6ng ch'ong gia clia tui da c6 Tan di
mot chuyén xe khdch t&i Thuy Siva Y, gid gidc & d6 18 ca tiéng dong ho
luon. Chic c6 lién quan gi d6 v&i cdi Thi Tredng Chung nay. Tui hong tdn
thanh Thi Trwong Chung, 6ng Curtin nha tui cling hong chiu. V&i tui nwdc
Anh la qua du r6i.”

Thanh tra Hardcastle khong d€ minh bi 16i cuén vao d€ tai chinh tri.

“Ba c6 th€ cho t6i biét chinh xac ba da roii nha ¢6 Pebmarsh lic maYy gior
sang nay khong?”

“Muoi hai gio meoi 1am. Lic d6 hdu nhw hong ¢6 chuyén gi hét.”

“Khi &y ¢6 Pebmarsh cé & nha khong?”

“Hong c6, ba chwa vé. Thwong ba veé lic nao d6 khoang tr mwoi hai gior
d&n muoi hai gio redi, nhung cir thay doi ludn.”

“Vaba 8y da roi nha ldc nao?”

“Trwdre khi tui toi d6. Tui toi lic muoi gio.”

“A, cam on ba Curtin.”

“Chuyén may cai dong h'6 dé c6 vé quai dan. C6 1€ c6 Pebmarsh da mua
& chd ban x6n. D6 ¢&, phai khong? Nghe 6ng noi thi ¢6 vé nhw vay.”

“C6 Pebmarsh c6 thweong dén chd ban x6n khong?”

“C6 mua dwore mdt cudn tham 16ng cach diy chwng bon thang & mot
chd ban xon. Tinh trang thi con rat t6t. Ré 1dm, ba néi v&i tui vdy dé. Con
mua dwoc miy tAm man nhung nita. Phai cit bét, nhung man con tot
nguyén nhw moi.”

“Nhung ba &y khong thwong mua nhitrng vit trang tri nho hay nhirng



moén nhu tranh dnh, @6 st hodc mén gi d4y dai loai nhw the& & cac chd ban
x6n chx?”

Ba Curtin 1dc déu.

“Theo chd tui dwoe bi€t vEé ba thi hong ¢6 dau, nhwng dwong nhién &
chd ban x6n hong c6 ciu chdm ngdn nao hét 4. Y tui mudn néi l1a éng bi
cuon di ludn, vé€ nha r'd6i m&i ty nhit ‘Minh dinh lam gi v&i cdi mon do
day?” Mot Mn mua t&i squ hii mat nhie. N&u ¢6 nghi t&i chuyén d6, hin tui
da mua dwoe gid ré hon. Nhirng bo chén tach cling vay. MaYy cadi d6 tui c6
th€ mua ban td't hon ngoai chg’ vao ngay thi tw.”

Ba 14c dau vé bu'dn rau. Cam thay khong con gi d& tim hi€u nita, thanh
tra Hardcastle tr gid ra vé. Ernie lic d6 m&i dong gép cho céi dé tai con
chua dwoc ban toi.

“An mang! U hu!” Ernie néi.

Tam thoi cudc chinh phuc khodng khong vii tru trong d4u né bj thé chd
bdi mot vu ly ky rung rorn thue sy.

“C06 Pebmarsh hong thé nao méan Ong trong nha ba, phai hong?” né sot
sang goi ¥.

“Purng cd ndi tao lao!” me nd la, réi mot y nghi thodng qua trong dau
ba. “Ma hong bi€t ¢6 nén ndéi voi ong...”

“N6i v&i ong cai gi hda ma?”

“Con dwng quan tdm,” ba Curtin gat di. “Hong c6 gi hét, thiét d6.”



.l

CHUONG 6

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

Khi ching t6i da & bén ngoai d€ thudng thirc nhirng mi€ng thit nwong tai,
nudt xudng clng v&i nhitng ngum bia, Dick Hardcastle budng mét ti€ng
thé dai xa hoi thoai mai, thong bao 6ng &y da cam thay kha hon, roi néi:
“Quy tha ma bét 1ii nhan vién bdo hi€m chét toi, nhitng cdi dong h6 kiéu
cach va bon con gai la hét di! Ta hdy nghe chuyén cta ciu, Lamb a! T6i ctr
twdng cau doan tuyét v&i phian dat nay cla thé gidi roi chir. Thé ma & day
cAu dang lang thang khép cdc con dudng diang sau Crowdean. Cha c6 dat
dung vd cho mot nha hai dwong hoc & Crowdean dau, tdi cam doan voi ciu
day.”

“Ong anh ché ¢6 cwdi nhao mon hai dwong hoc chir, Dick! D6 1a mot
mon hoc rat htru ich. Chi can dé cap dén nd thoi cling dd lam cho nguwoi ta
chén chwong qud dbi va s¢ ta s& ndi vVé no nira, cho nén 6ng anh khong cin
phdi ty minh gidng gidi gi thém dau.”

“Cha ¢6 co hoi nao cho ciu cong hi€n sao hir?”

“Ong anh da quén,” t6i lanh lang d4p lai, “ring t6i 12 mot nha hai dwong



hoc. T6i di 18y bang vé mon dé & Cambridge. Mot bang cap khong tdt
14m, nhung cling 12 bang cAp. PS 12 mot mon hoc rat thid vi, va mdt ngay
nao do toi sé tré vé v&i nd.”

“To61 biet cdu dang lam viéc trong linh vgc nao ma, di nhién roi,”
Hardcastle n6i. “Va xin chic mung ciu. Vu an Larkin thang t&i ra toa, phai
khong?”

“Vang.”

“That dang kinh ngac cdi cach hin ta c& ti€p tuc chuyén tai liéu ra ngoai
trét lot trong mot théi gian dai. Cau nghi hin c6 ngwdi da nghi ngd.”

“Nguoi ta da khong nghi ngor, dng anh biét r'oi d6. Khi trong dau 6ng
anh ma da dinh ninh d6 1a mdt anh chang rat tot, thi anh nghi hin khong the
nhw the".”

“Chéc hén da khon lanh 18m,” Dick nhin xét.

Tbi 14c dau.

“Khong, t6i khdng nghi hin khon lanh, that vdy d6. Toi nghi hin chi 1am
theo 1o sai bdo. Hin da dworc ti€p can nhwng tai liéu ra't quan trong. Hin
cam ching di ra ngoai, ching dworc photd va tra lai cho hén, roi ching lai
tré vé chd cii ciing trong ngay hom ay. Sip dit hay that. Hin di tao théi
quen #n trera hing ngay & nhitng chd khac nhau. Chiing toi nghi hin da treo
40 khodc ctia hin 1&n & chd liic ndo ciing c6 mdt cdi 40 khodc gidng hét nhuw
the” — du ngwoi dan 6ng mac cdi 4o khodc kia khong phai ldc nao ciing la
cung mot ngwoi. Nhitng cdi 4o khodc bi trdo doi, nhwng nguoi trdo doi
khong bao gio néi v&i Larkin, va Larkin ciing khong bao gio néi v&i hén.
Chiing t6i mudn bi€t thém that nhiéu vé co’ ch€ van hanh vu viéc &y. N6
dwoe vach k& hoach that ky lwong voi lich trinh hoan hao. Ai d6 cuc ky

thong minh da diéu khi€n viéc nay.”



“Va chinh vi th&’ ma ciu van ldng vidng quanh cidn ctt Hai quan &
Portlebury?”

“Phai, bon tdi bi€t rdo dau mdi & can c Hai quan cua vu dn, va bon toi
bi€t 16 dau moi & London. Bon tdi con bi€t dich xac ldc nao va & dau
Larkin lanh tién thi lao, va nhw th& ndo. Nhung c¢6 mot 16 hdng. O gitta hai
dau mo6i &y c6 mot to chire rd't nhd. 6 1a b6 phan tyi té6i mudn tim hi€u
thém, vi d6 12 bd phan c6 ddu ndo. O ddu d6 c6 mot bd chi huy rat tai tinh,
1én k& hoach that xua't sic, d€ lai mot dau vét r&i tung r&i mu khong phai
mot [an ma c6 1€ bdy tam lan gi d6.”

“Larkin lam th& d€ lam gi co’ ch*?” Hardcastle t0 mo hdi. “Vi mot 1y
tdng chinh tri, vi bdc phét vé cdi téi clia hin, hay don thuan chi vi tién?”

“Hén khong c6 ly twdng 1y ti&c gi hét, phdi néi 1a chi vi tién.”

“Ching phai cdu tém duoe hin sém hon nhé mua chudc bing tién day
hay sao? Hén d tiéu tién, phai khong? Hén da khong danh dum.”

“Q khong. Pudng 12 hin vung tién nhw rdc. Qua that bon tdi dd tém dwoc
hin hoi sém hon thoi di€ém d3 cong bo.” Hardcastle gat d4u td ra hicu biét.

“T6i hiéu. C4c cau da vap vdp va roi cau ding hin 1dm m6i nhir. C6
phai th&"khéng?”

“It nhiéu 12 vay d6. Han da chuyén ra ngoai mot s& thong tin rat gia tri
trwede khi tui t6i tém dwoe hin, vi the tui t0i d€ hén chuyén ra thém mot s&°
thong tin nita bé ngoai ciing c6 vé dang gid 1dm. Trong s& tdi 1am, thinh
thoang bon tdi danh phai lam cho minh tréng cé vé ngdc nghéch.”

“T6i nghi minh khong nén quan tdm dén cong viéc cua céac ciu, Colin
a,” Hardcastle c6 vé tram tuw.

“P6 khong phai cong viéc hirng thd nhw nguoi ta twdng. Qua thit né



thwong hét sttc nham chan. Nhwng ngoai ra con ¢6 mdt van dé. Ngay nay
ngurdi ta bat dau cam tha’y khdng cé gi thurc sy bi mat ca. Ta biét bi mat cia
chiing, va chiing bi€t bi mat cta ta. Di€p vién cua ta thwong cling 1a diép
vién cta ching, va diép vién cla ching ra't thwong xuyén lam viéc cho ta.
RGt cudc lai, diép vién hai mang tréd thanh con dc mong! P6i khi tdi nghi ai
cling biét bi mat cia nguwdi khdc. Va nguwdi ta mic phai cdi toi dong 16a gia
vo nhw khong phai the””

“T6i hi€u y cdu mudn ndi gi roi,” Dick ¢6 vé tram ngdm. R6i 6ng to mo
nhin toi.

“Toi ¢6 the hi€u vi sao ciu van cir phai quanh quan & Portlebury. Nhung
ma Crowdean cach Portlebury d¢n mwoi ddm day.”

“Cai ma tdi dang thuc sy theo duoi,” toi dap, “la ma’y céi Crescent.”

“Trang lwdi [i€m w?” Hardcastle c6 vé strng sot.

“Phdi. Hay la cidc vang trang luan phién xuat hién. Nhirng trang non,
trang gia cdc ki€u dang moc 1én, va van van. T6i kh&i sy truy tam tw
Portlebury. O d6 c6 mot quan nhau goi 1a Vang Trang Khuy€t. To1 da lang
phi mot thoi gian dai vi né. Nghe c6 vé 1y twdng 1dm. The ro6i c6 Tring va
Sao, Trang Moc, Lwoi Liém Vui, Chtr Thap va Trang Lwoi Liem — & mot
vung nho bé goi 1a Seamede. Khong ¢6 gi lam. T6i tor bd nhirtng vang trang
va bit dau tim hi€u cdc Crescent. RAt nhiéu Crescent & Portlebury.
Lansbury Crescent, Aldridge Crescent, Livermead Crescent, Victoria
Crescent.”

Bit gip vé mit ngo ngdc ciia Dick, toi bat cudi: “Pung 181, Dick a. Toi
da c6 céi r6 rang d€ khoi sy r'6i.”

T6i méc vi rit ra mot to gid'y dwa cho 6ng. P6 1a mét tor gidy viét thu

ctia khach san, trén d6 vé nhap mot phac thao.



“M0ot anh chang tén la Hanbury da d€ cdi nay trong vi. Anh ta da lam
nhiéu viéc trong vu an Larkin. La nguoi tot— rd't tot. Anh Ay bi mét chiéc
xe hoi dung r6i cdn qua nguoi & London. Khong ai nim duwoc s& xe. Toi
khong bi€t cai nay c6 ¥ nghia gi, nhwng Hanbury da ghi v0i hay sao chép
lai, vi anh 2y nghi la quan trong. Anh ta c6 ngu y gi khong? Hay la cai gi do6
ma anh ta da teng nhin tha'y hay nghe thay? Cai gi d6 c6 lién quan t&i mat
trang hay trang ledi liém, s6 sdu mot va chw cai dau M. T6i da ti€p nhéan
sau khi anh 2y mat. Toi chwra bi€t minh dang tim ki€m cai gi, nhung to1
khd chéc chin c6 cdi gi d6 can phai tim ra. Tdi khong rd sdu mot ¢é y nghia
gi. Khong bi€t chwr cdi M nghia 1a gi. Téi da lam viéc trong vong ban kinh
t Portlebury ra bén ngoai. Ba tuan lam viéc cit lyc khéng nging nghi va
khong c6 két qua. Crowdean nim trén 16 trinh cta t6i. Chi c6 the thoi. N6i
that tinh, Dick 2, t6i da khong trdng mong gi nhiéu 1im & Crowdean. O day
chi c6 mdt Crescent thoi. P6 1la Wilbraham Crescent. T6i dinh dao qua
Wilbraham Crescent d€ xem minh nghi gi vé s6 61, roi mdi hdi 6ng anh cé
nim dwoc mau chuyén vit ndo dé cé thé gidp tdi khong. D6 1a viéc toi da
lam chréu nay, va t6i da khong tim ra s§ 61.”

“T6i da bao cau r'oi daYy, s6 61 1a nha mot thau khoan & dia phwong.”

“Va d6 khong phai la diéu to6i dang theo dudi. Cong ty &y cé nhan vién
tr nwdrc ngoai ki€u nao dé khéng?”

“Cing c6 th€. Ngay nay rdt nhiéu ngwoi van lam thé. N&u nhin vién
tror, cOng ty Ay 4t c6 ding ky. Mai toi sé tra gitp ciu.”

“Cam on 6ng anh, Dick.”

“Mai t6i s€ lam cong viéc di€u tra thwong nhat ¢ hai nha hai bén s 19.
Ho c¢6 thdy ai dé€n dd’y hay khong, van van... C6 th€ to6i s€ dwa vao ca

nhirng ngdi nha dang sau sd 19, ¢6 veon lién k€ voi s6° 19. Toi nghi khong



chirng s6” 61 gin nhw & ngay sau s& 19 ddy. Toi ¢ th€ din ciu theo, néu
cau muon.”

Vo cung hdo hic, toi git lai 1o1 @€ nghi &y ngay: “T6i sé 1a Trung si
Lamb ctia 6ng anh va sé ghi tdc ky.”

Ching t6i d6ng y sang hom sau t6i s€ d€n don canh sét ldc chin gio

reoi.

Sang hom sau tdi dé&n ding gio da thda thuan va thdy dng ban minh dang
noi con thinh no.

Khi 6ng &y cho ga nhan vién cap dwdi ba't hanh ra ngoai r'éi, toi moi t&
nhi héi tham chuyén gi da xay ra.

Trong chd'c 14t dwong nhw Hardcastle khong néi dwore nén 1oi. Sau dé
ong &y 1dp ba 1dp bdp: “Nhitng chi€c dong h'0 chét tigt!”

“P'ong h'd nra sao? Chuyén gi xdy ra vay?”

“Thi€u mat mot chiéc.”

“Thi€u a? Cai nao thé?”

“Chi€c dong h'6 1ir hanh nhd, cé chir ‘Rosemary’ & mot goc ay.”

To1 huyt sdo.

“C6 vé quai di day. Sao c6 thé xay ra dwoc chi?”

“Lii ngdc chét tiét — tdi ding 12 mdt thing trong 1ii ngdc Ay, toi
twdng...” (Dick von la mot ngwoi ra't trung thyc) “... nguoi ta phai nhé

gach ngang moi chit t, chit va dit ddu chAm trén moi chit i, bang khong



moi st s& hong bét. A, nhitng chiéc d6ng h'd hém qua vin & da’y cha sao ca
trong phong khach. Téi da bdo c6 Pebmarsh so’ chiing d€ xem c¢6 cam thay
quen thudc hay khong. Ba ¢6 &y da khong gitp dwgc. R6i ho dén d€ di doi
cai xac.”

“R01 sao?”

“T6i da ra cong d€ giam sat, r'oi tré vao nha, néi véi cd Pebmarsh dang
& trong bé&p, bao s€ 18y may chi€c dong h'6 di va s€ cho ba mot bién nhan.”

“T6i nho r'oi. C6 nghe 6ng anh néi.”

“Sau d6 t6i bao v&i cd gai la cho xe dwa cd vé nha, r'oi tdi nho cdu dwa
cO dy raxe.”

“Phai.”

“T61 da dwa bién nhan cho ¢6 Pebmarsh, mac du ba cd &y bdo cha can vi
nhtrng chi€c dong h'é6 ay chad phdi ctia ba. R6i t6i ra gdp cau. T6i bao
Edwards rang t6i mudn may chiéc d¢ong h'd duwoc déng géi cah than mang
veé ddy. Tat ca troe chi€c dong h'6 cic cu, va di nhién ca chi€c dong h6
dirng nira. Va ddy 1a chd t6i méic sai Tam. Pang 1& t6i phai n6i mot cach
hoan toan xac dinh la bon chi€c dong ho. Edwards néi anh ta da di vao
ngay lap tirc va lam nhw t6i bdo. Anh ta lu6n khglng dinh chi c6 ba chi€c
dong h'd ngoai hai chi€c cd dinh.

“Khong c6 nhiéu thei gian,” t6i néi, “nghia la...”

“C6 th€ cdi ba c6 Pebmarsh kia da lam chuyén &y. C6 the ba ta da 18y
chi€c d6ng h'd sau khi t6i roi khdi phong va ba ta cdm né di thaalng vao nha
bép.”

“Piing roi. Nhwng de’lam gi?”

“Ching ta c6 rat nhi€u di€éu can phai tim hi€u. Phdi chang con cé ai



khac? C6 th€ nao cd gai da lam chuyén &y khong?”

T6i tram ngam suy nghi. “T6i khong nghi the’. T6i...” T6i ngwng lai, syc
nh& ra mot chuyén.

“Thé 1a co ta da lam ro61,” Hardcastle n6i. “Ti€p tuc di! Luc nao vay?”

“Chung t6i dang di ra xe canh sat,” toi néi voi giong khong dwoe vui,
“thi c6 &y ndi da bo quén doi gang tay. Toi néi d€ toi vao 18y cho thi ¢6 Ay
bao, “Thoi, toi bi€t chd da d€ ching. Khong con gi phai sor khi vao phong
nira, vi cai xac da dwore mang di roi.” Sau d6 ¢6 Ay chay tré vao. Nhwng chi
di chwng mdt phdt thoi...”

“C0 ta c6 deo gang hay cam chung trén tay khi gap lai cau hay khong?”

T6i ngan ngw. “Cé — ¢, toi nghi 1a ¢4.”

“R& rang co ta khong c6,” Hardcastle, “bang khong ciu dau phai ngip
ngng.”

“Cé 1€ c6 &y da nhét vao tii xach roi.”

“Van dé ric rdi 12,” Hardcastle c6 vé mudn quy két, “cau mé tit co ta
roi.”

“Purng c6 néi v van nhé,” t6i tw vé mot cach manh mé. “T6i gdp co &Yy
Tan dau tién chiéu hdm qua, khong phai cdi ma 6ng anh thwong goi 1a budi
ban dau quen nhau 1ang man dau.”

“Piéu Ay thi t6i khong chic 1dm. Pau phai ngdy nao chang trai tré cling
dwoc thi€u nir lao vao trong vong tay ma kéu thét 1én cau ctru theo céi ki€u
bang 1ong chap thuin thdi N hoang Victoria. Lam cho ngwdi dan 6ng cam
tha’y minh 1la mét dd'ng anh hing, mot ngwoi bao vé ga-lang. Chi c¢6 diéu
clu phai thoi di, dung bao vé co ta ntra, chi c6 thé théi! Cho dén nay nhw

cdu da bi€t, cod gai &y c6 the ngdp dén tan cO trong vu mwu sat nay.”



“C6 phai 6ng anh dang néi c6 gdi manh khanh &y da dam mdt nhat dao
vao nguwoi dan ong, gidu né & dau d6 qua ky d&n ndi cic diéu tra vién cla
ong chgng dira nao tim tha'y, sau d6 cd tinh ha’p tAp ra khdi nha roi dién cai
man kéu thét cho t61 xem, dung khong?”

“Chéc ciu sé kinh ngac khi biét nhitng gi tdi tirng trong thay vao thdi
cta toi,” thanh tra n6i vé map mo:.

“Chfmg 1€ 6ng anh khong nhén thay,” t6i phin nd cat van, “doi toi day
riy cdc nir diép vién xinh dep dd moi qudc tich? TAt ca cédc cd déu co s& do
ba vong thuong lam cho mot gidn diép ngwoi My quén bing trong nguc 40
ctia minh c¢6 mot lo rworu whisky Ida mach den nhd xfu. Tdi dd mién nhiém
voi moi quyén ri cia phdi nt r'6i.”

“Cudi cung anh hung khdng qua ai my nhan,” Hardcastle néi. “Tuy
thudc vao typ ngwoi hét thoi. Sheila Webb hinh nhw 1a typ ngwoi hop voi
cau day.”

“Dui sao di ntra toi cling khong hi€u n6i vi 1€ gi 6ng anh cir cham cham
budc vu nay vao co ay?”

Hardcastle tho dai.

“Chfmg phai t6i dang cdo budc co ta, ma tdi phai bat dau tir mot diu gi
day. Céi xac dwoe tim thdy & nha Pebmarsh. Ba ta khong tranh khéi lién
can. Cai xac dwgre cd gai tén Webb tim thd'y — t61 khong can ndi ciu ciing
biét ra't thwong xuyén nguoi dau tién tim thdy mot xac chét ciing chinh la
k& da gip hin T'4n cudi cung lic con sdng. Cho d&n khi ¢é thém nhitng su
kién khac xua't hién, hai ngudi 4y vAn con nam trong vong diéu tra.”

“Khi tdi vao phong &y ngay sau ba gior, nguoi dan 6ng da chét it nhat
ntra gio, ¢6 1€ con l1au hon th€’. Biéu &'y thi sao ha?”

“Gio an trira cia Sheila Webb twe 1 gior 30 dén 2 gior 30 day.”



Téi byc tirc nhin 6ng. “Ong anh di tim tha’y gi vé Curry r6i?”

Hardcastle ddp v&i giong cay ding bat ngo: “Cha c6 gi.”

“Ong anh néi cha c6 gi nghia 1a sao?”

“La ong &y khong ton tai — cha c6 ngwoi nao nhw thé ca.”

“Cong ty Bao hi€m Metropolis néi gi ha?”

“Ho ciling cha c6 gi d€ nobi, vi chd cé cdi gi nhw thé&. Metropolis and
Provincial Insurrance cling khong ton tai. Con chuyén 6ng Curry ¢ dwong
Denver thi cha c¢6 6ng Curry nao cd. Cha c6 dwong Denver. Cha cé nha s&

7 hay ba't cr s& nha nao khac.”

“Thd vi that,” tdi néi. “6ng anh mudn néi hin ta chi c6 may tim danh
thi€p bip in mot cdi tén gid, mot dia chi ma va cong ty bao hi€m ma?”

“Co6 1€ vay.”

“Theo 6ng anh thi hin djnh bip bom kiéu gi?”

Thanh tra Hardcastle nhun vai.

“Ngay ldc nay chi 1a phdng dodn. C6 18 hin di thu phi bio hi€m ma. C6
18 d6 12 mdt cach d€ hén lot vao cdc ngdi nha roi gid tro. C6 18 hin 1a mot
tén Ira ddo, mot ké lam dung tin nhiém, hodc mot gd chuyén cdm nham
nhirng mén vat vanh khong ai d€ y hay mdt tham t& tw. Chi 1a ching ta
khong bi€t thoi.”

“Nhung roi1 6ng anh sé€ tim ra.”

“S€ tim ra chir. Cudi cung ching t6i sé rd. Chiing tdi da gii di dau van
tay ctia han d€ xem hén c6 bat cit ki€u tién 4n tién sy nao hay khong. N&u
c6 s& tienh dwore mot budre dai, bang khong sé khd khé khin day.”

“MOot tham té tw,” toi tram ngam suy nghi. “Toi thich nhw vay hon. N6

m¢& ra — nhtng kha nang.”



“Nhwrng kha ndng 1a tdt ca nhirng gi chiing ta ¢6 dwoe cho dén nay.”

“Bao gio m¢i m& cudc diéu tra chinh thirc?”

“Ngay kia. Pon thuan chi 1a hinh thirc va thay d6i noi ti€n hanh diéu tra
ma thoi.”

“Chirng c phép y thi sao?”

“Bi dam bﬁng mot dung cu nhon. Cai gi da'y nhw 1a mot con dao thai rau
trong nha beép.”

“Piéu &y phéan nao loai triv c6 Pebmarsh, phai khong?” t6i néi v&i vé
nghi ngei. “Mot ngwoi dan ba mit hau nhw khong thé nao dam mdt ngwoi
dan ong. Ba &'y thuc sy bi mu, td1 n6i c6 dung khong?”

“Piing da’y, ba ta bi mu. Ching tdi da ki€m tra. Va ba ta da khai vé ban
than ding sy that. Ba ta tung la gido vién day toan trong mdt treong &
mién bic — bj ma't thj lyc cdch nay chirng mudi sdu nim — bit dau di hoc
lai ch* n6i, van van... va cudi cling ¢6 mot chd 1am trong Vién Aaronberg
& day.”

“Ba &y ¢6 th€ bi bénh tdm than, ding khong?”

“Vi qua ban tdm vé nhtrng chi€c dong h'd va nhan vién bao hi€m hay
sao?”

“TA4t ca thyc Sw ky qudi dén ndi khong biét phai néi sao ddy.” Toi khong
dwng dwoc phai néi véi doi chit hang hai. “Nhw Ariadne Oliver trong
nhirng gio’ phit t6i t& nha't cda ba, hay Garry Gregson qua c6 trén dinh cao
sung man cua ong ay...”

“Clr n6i ti€p... cho thda thich di! C4u c6 phai la thanh tra ddm nhiém vu
nay dau chir. Cdu khdng phai lam hai long ca’p trén hay canh sat tredng va

td't cd nhirng ngwoi con lai.”



“U’ nhi! Khong chwng ching ta s€ ¢6 dwge diéu gi d6 hiru ich twr lang
giéng.”

“T6i nghi ngo’ diéu ay,” Hardcastle n6i mot cach chua chat. “Néu nguoi
dan 6ng &y bi dam trong vwon trede roi hai ngeoi dan 6ng deo miét na
khiéng hin vao nha — cha c6 ai nhin ra ctra s& hoic trong tha’y ba't cir diéu
gi. Day dau phdi 1a mot cdi lang, that khong may. Wilbraham Crescent la
con dwong gidi thwong lwu cw trd. Lic gan mot gior, nhirng ngwoi dan ba
dén gidp viéc hing ngay c6 the thi'y gi d6 thi da vé nha ca roi. Chéng co
ngay cd mot xe dién ldn banh trén dwong...”

“Khong ¢6 nguoi dau y€u bénh tat cao nién nao sudt ngay ng'di bén cira
sO hay sao?”

“Pay la diéu chung t61 mong mudén ma cheamg co dwoc.”

“Con hai nha s6 18 va 20 thi sao?”

“S6” 18 la nha cua 6ng Waterhouse, chwdng quan thw ky toa an cua
Gainsford va Swettenham, va ludn bi ba chi quan ly. Tat ca nhitng gi toi
biét dwoc vE s& 20 la ngwoi dan ba s6ng & dd’y ¢6 nudi ching hai mwoi
con meo. Toi khong thich meo...”

T6i bdo 6ng doi canh sat that cye kho, r'oi ching téi 1én duwong.



.l

CHUONG 7

Ong Waterhouse dang chin chir do duy trén cdc bac thém nha s& 18,
Wilbraham Crescent, quay lai nhin ba chi v&i vé bdn chén lo ling.

“Chj chéc chin minh s& khong sao chir?”

C6 Waterhouse khit mili, hoi tiec gidn.

“T6i khong hi€u cdu mudn ndi gi, James.”

Ong Waterhouse c¢6 vé h&i 16i. Ong da phai t6 ra hdi 18i qud thwong
xuyén d&n ndi hau nhw lic nao vé hdi 16i 'y ciing hién 1én trén nét mit.

“A, em chi mudn néi, ¢ xem nhirng gi dd xay ra & nha k& bén hom qua
thi...”

Ong da chuah bj sin sang 1én dwdng t&i vin phong cta cac cd van phép
luat, chd dng dang lam viéc. D6 1a mot ngwoi dan dng téc hoa rAm, dn mic
chinh &, vai hoi bi khdom va sic mit xdm xit chit khong h'dong hao, tuy
trong 6ng khong c6 vé §m dau bénh hoan mot chiit nao.

C6 Waterhouse cao lon giy go, l1a ki€u phu n* ban than khong c¢6
chuyén gi bay ba vo 1y ca, va khong dung tha chuyén vo6 1y bay ba cta ké
khac.

“C6 ly do nao khdong James, bdi hom qua ¢6 ai d6 bi muu sat & nha bén

canh, nén hom nay chi s€ bi gi€t chét hay sao?”



“A, chi Edith oi,” dng em ndi, “con tuy thudc rat nhi€éu vao ké nao da
gay an mang, phai khong?”’

“Cau thyc sy nghi 1a ¢6 ai d6 c di lui di t&i trén dwong Wilbraham
Crescent d€ tuyén chon mdt nan nhén tr moi can nha hay sao? Cau James a,
chuyén dé gan nhw la h'6 d6.”

“Hd @6 sao?” dng Waterhouse néi voi vé kinh ngac.

“To6i thich thdy c¢é ai dé€n day va tim cach gi€t to6i chét,” ba chi néi mdt
cach khi khai.

Ong em tham nghi chuyén d6 c6 vé khong thé nao xay ra. N&u dng phai
chon lya nan nhan, 6ng s€ khong chon ba chi minh. Néu ai d6 thir [am nhw
vy, nhiéu kha ning 1a k& tin cong s& bi ha guc bing mot thanh sit nung
hay cdy chong ctra r'oi bi giao ndp cho canh sat trong tinh trang do' mau.

“Em chi mudn néi,” vé hdi 16i o nét hon trén mit dng, “1a cd... a... ¢
nhtrng nhan vat ro6 rang khong ai wa & dau do6.”

“Chting ta chwa bi€t gi nhiéu vé chuyén gi da xady ra,” c6 Waterhouse
né6i. “Pu thir 10 ¢6n dai dang lan truyén khip noi. Ba Head sdng nay da k&
mot s6 chuyén di thwong.”

“Mong 1a th&’, mong 1a th&.” Ong Waterhouse néi roi nhin dong h'd deo
tay. Thyc sy dng khdng thich nghe nhitng ciu chuyén do ba gitp viéc 1dm
lo'i mang vao nha. Chi 6ng khdng bao gio’ chiu ma't thi gior d€’ 1at tay nhirng
chuyén khung khi€p do tri tedng twong bay bong, ba ra't khoai nghe.

“Cé6 ngudi néi,” cd6 Waterhouse bdo, “rang ngwdi dan 6ng dé 1a tha quy
hay thanh vién hdi d6ng quan tri ciia Vién Aaronberg; va c6 sai sot trong sO
sach k& toan nén Ong ta da t&i nha c6 Pebmarsh d€ hdi chuyén.”

“Va c6 Pebmarsh da giét chét 6ng ta hay sao?” Ong em td vé vui thich



mot cach dé dit. “Mot ngudi dan ba mi sao? Chéc chén 1a...”

“Le lang ludn mot s¢ii ddy quanh ¢ 6ng ta r'oi si€t cho Ong ta nghet
thé,” ba chi néi. “Ong ta dd mat canh gidc, ciu hi€u khong? Ai lai canh
gidc v&i ngwdi mit chit? Chj cling khong tin,” ba néi thém. “Chic chin cd
Pebmarsh 1a nguoi ¢6 cd tinh rat tuyét. Chi khdong dong quan di€m véi ba
a'y vé nhi€u viéc, nhwng khong phdi vi vdy ma chi d6 vd'y mét ban tinh tdi
pham nao d6 cho ba. Pon gian chi nghi nhirng quan di€m cuda ba ta that mu
quéng ca tin va ngdng cudng vo6 ly. Suy cho cling con c¢é nhirtng chuyén
khac ngoai gido duc. Tat ca cdc trerong co ban mdi thanh 1ap trong c6 vé
dic sic nay thyc t& dwoc xay bang thiy tinh. Cau c6 th€ nghi ngwdi ta da
dinh trong dua chudt trong d6, hay 1a ca chua. Chic chin rat c6 hai cho tré
em vao nhirng thang he. Chinh ba Head da cho chi bi€t con bé Susan nha ba
&y khong thich cac phong hoc m&i cua ching. N6 khong thé nao cham chi
theo doi bai hoc vi ta't cd nhitng ctra sO &y khién ta khong th€ nao khong
nhin ra bén ngoai sudt ca buoi.”

“Troi o 12 troi!” 6ng em lai ngé dong h'6. “A, 4, em e ring tré qud mat
roi. Tam biét chi nhé! Chi bao trong nhé! C6 1€ t6t hon hét ¢ budc day
xich vao canh citra nhi?”

Ba chi lai khit miii. Pong ctra lai sau lwng 6ng em roéi va dinh rit lui 1€n
T4u, chot ba tam dung v&i vé ddm chiéu suy nghi, di t&i chd cdi tdi choi
golf, 161 ra mot cai gdy roi dat né & mot vi tri chi€n lwgec gan canh cira.
“P34,” ba chi ¢6 vé thoa man doi chiit. Tt nhién 6ng em James ndéi v& van.
Tuy nhién ciing phai ludn ludn chuén bi s&n sang. C4i ki€u ngay nay nguwoi
ta cho bénh nhan tdm théan ra khoi nha thwong dién, thic giuc ho tré vé voi
cudc song binh thwong, theo ba la qua nguy hi€m cho td't cd nhirng ngwoi

khac thudc moi tang lop.



C6 Waterhouse dang & trong budng nga thi ba Head hap tdp I1én Tau. Ba
nay nho thé, tron tria y hét mot trdi banh cao su — ba ta thich thi voi moi
chuyén xay ra.

“Cé hai quy 6ng mudn gip ba,” ngwdi gitp viéc néi vé rat hdo hirc. “It
nhat...” ba ta ndi ti€p, “thi€t ra hong phai quy 6ng gi rdo — la canh sat d6.”

Ba day t&i tredrc mot ti'm thi€p. C6 Waterhouse cam 187y.

“Thanh tra Hardcastle,” ba doc. “Ba ¢6 din ho vao phong ti€p khich
chwa?”

“Khong, tui dwa ma’y ong vo phong an. Tui da don dep ban an sang r'oi
va tui nghi chd d6 hop homn. Rt cuc ho chi 14 cénh sat thoi ma.”

Co6 Waterhouse khdng hoan toan nghe theo cai ki€u ly sy d6. Tuy vay ba
van néi, “Toi s€ xudng dwdi.”

“Tui mong la ho mudn hoi ba vé c6 Pebmarsh. Mudn biét ba c6 d€'y cai
gi ky cuc trong tinh cach ctia ba hay khong. Ngwoi ta ndéi may nguoi tim
than bj ban loan ddi khi 1én con ba't tir 18m va cé rat it bi€u hién bao trude.
Nhwng thwong ¢ céi gi do, ki€u néi nao do, ba bi€t ma. Ba ¢6 the€ nhan
biét qua 4nh mét cta ho, ngwdi ta néi vdy dé. Nhung lai khong dp dung
dwoc véi mot ba miu, ding khong? Ha...” ba ta 1ic dAu.

Chd nha nén bwdc xudng cau thang roi di vao phong an voi doi chat
hi€u ky thich thd gidu kin dwdi cdi dang vé thach thirc thwong ngay.

“Thanh tra Hardcastle a?”

“Chao c6 Waterhouse.” Hardcastle dd ding ddy. Ong dét theo mot thanh



nién cao r4o da sim mau ma ba chi nha chaalng them chao hdi. Ba chaalng hé
de’'y dén ti€ng noéi chuyén thi tham nghe khong rd cua Trung si Lamb.

“T6i hy vong minh da khéng ghé tham vao mot gior gidc qua som,”
Hardcastle néi. “T61 nghi c6 da bi€t la vé viéc gi roi. C6 da nghe néi veé
chuyén xay ra & nha k& bén ngay hom qua.”

“An mang xdy ra & nha hang xém k& bén, the’ ndo ngwdi ta cling c6 d&
y,” ba chl nha ndi. “Tham chi t6i da phai dudi di mdt vai phdng vién toi
day hdi t6i cé quan sit tha’y gi hay khong.”

“C0 da dudi ho di a?”

“Tat nhién.”

“C06 hoan toan c6 1y,” thanh tra néi. “D1 nhi€n ho thich lu'dn lach vao
moi noi, nhung toi chic chin c6 hoan toan cé kha ning ddi phé v&i bat cir
chuyén gi dai loai nhw the".”

C6 Waterhouse cho phép minh th€ hién mot phan &ng hoi thich thd véi
loi khen do.

“T6i hy vong cd sé khong phién long vi ching tdi hdi cing mot thir cau
héi ay,” Hardcastle néi, “nhwng néu cd da tha’y ba't cir diéu gi chiing tdi ¢
thé’ quan tdm dé€n, tdi xin cam doan ching tdi s€ v6 cung biét on. Co da &
day trong nha nay luc &'y, dung khong?”

“T6i khong rd &n mang da xay ra vao lic nao.”

“Chtng t6i nghi la trong khodng tir mot gio’ redi dén hai gio rwedi.”

“Khi d6 tdi dang & day, vang, chic chin nhw thé"”

“Con em cta c06?”

“Cau ay khong veé nha an trwa. Bich xac ai da bi gi€t? Hinh nhu khong

néi t&i trong ban tin ngin trén nhat b4o dia phwong budi sang.”



“Chung to1 chwa bi€t 6ng ta 1a ai,” Hardcastle dap.

“Mot ngroi la mét?”

“Dwong nhw thé’.”

“Ong mudn néi ciing 12 ngwdi la véi c6 Pebmarsh sao?”

“Cd Pebmarsh doan chic v&i ching toi ch?ing h€ mong doi 6ng khach
dac bi€t 2y, va cung chéng nghira ong ta la ai cd.”

“Ba ta khong the chdc chén diéu d6. Ba ta dau ¢ nhin thay.”

“Chung t6i da miéu ta that ky voi ba ay.”

“Ong ta 12 hang ngudi nao vay?”

Thanh tra rdt ti trong phong bi ra mdt birc anh dworc ria voi, roi trao
cho chu nha.

“Ong ta ddy. C6 c6 nghi ra 6ng ta c6 th€ 1 ai khong?”

Co6 Waterhouse nhin birc anh. “Khong. Khong... Chic chén tredce gior toi
chuwa hé gap 6ng ta. Troi oi! Trong 6ng ta hoan toan ¢6 vé la mot nguoi
dang kinh.”

“DAy 1a mot nguoi trong khd ddng kinh,” thanh tra néi. “Ong &Yy trong
nhw mot luat s hay doanh nhan ki€u nao daYy. ”

“Ping vdy d6. Blirc anh nay hoan toan khong c6 gi 1a dau budn ca.
Trong 6ng &y ding l1a nhw dang say ngu vay.”

Thanh tra khong cho ba c6 &y bi€t trong s6 nhiéu ta'm anh canh sat chup
céi x4c, ho chon dung td'm nay vi coi dwgc nhat.

“Chét c6 th€ 1a mot viéc binh yén,” 6ng néi. “T6i khdng nghi nguoi dan
ong nay biét chuyén gi xay ra v&i minh.”

“C6 Pebmarsh n6i gi vé ta't ca nhirng chuyén nay?” c¢6 Waterhouse gang
héi.



“Ba 2y vO cung bd1 ro1.”

“That kinh khung,” ¢c6 Waterhouse binh pham.

“Nao, c6 ¢6 th€ gitp ching t6i dwoe khdng? Nho lai chuyén hém qua di,
c0 ¢ nhin ra ctra sO chit nao khong, hay ngiu nhién dang & trong vweon
vao lic nao d6 tor muwoi hai gio redi dén ba gio?”

C0 Waterhouse tram ngam.

“Vang, tdi da & trong vweon... P& tdi xem ndo. Khi d6 chic 12 tredc mot
gior. T6i tor ngoai vweon vao nha khoang mét gior kém muoi, rira tay roi
ngoi an trwra.”

“C0 ¢6 trong tha'y cd Pebmarsh di vao hay roi khoi nha hay khong?”

“T6i nghi ba &y vao trong—tdi nghe c6 ti€ng canh cong kéu cot ket —
vang, ldc nao d6 sau mwoi hai gio redi.”

“C0 khong ndi chuyén voi ba ay?”

“A khong. Chi 12 tiéng cong kéu cét két 1am tdi ngwde nhin 1én thoi. P6
la gior ba Ay tré vE nha nhw thwong 1€. Ba &y thuwong két thic gior ding 1op
vao lic dé, toi tin 1a the”. Ba &y day cho tré em khuyét tat, c6 1€ 6ng da bict
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roi.

“Theo 1oi khai ctia ¢6 Pebmarsh, thi ba &y lai ra ngoai lic khoang chung
mot gio’ redi. Co ¢6 xac nhan nhw theé”khong?”

“A, t6i khong th€ néi v&i ong gior gidc chinh xdc, nhung ma — diing
r'oi, toi nh¢ 1a ba &'y da di ngang qua cong.”

“Xin 16i cd6 Waterhouse, ¢6 néi 1a ngang qua cong a?”

“Chéc chin nhw vdy. Toi & trong phong khach. Phong khach nha tdi nhin
ra dwong, trong khi phong dn noi chdng ta dang ng'6i by gio ddy, nhw dng

thay d6, lai nhin ra khu vwon dang sau. Nhung ma tdi ¢ dem ca phé vao



phong khach sau bira dn trira va ngdi uéng ca phé trén cdi gh&” gan ctra so.
Téi ldc d6 dang doc to The Times, va tdi nghi ddng ldc t6i 14t sang trang thi
de€y thd’y cd6 Pebmarsh dang di qua cong tredc. Cé gi la thwong khdng, 6ng
thanh tra?”

“Chaamg la thwong gi, khong dau, ” Hardcastle mim cwoi. “Chi c6 diéu
toi dwoc bi€t 1a ¢6 Pebmarsh ra ngoai d€ mua it hang va dé€n buu dién, va
t6i nghi rdng con dwdng ngin nhat déh cdc ctra hang va bwu dién phai di
ngwoc lai theo 161 kia trén dwong Crescent chir.”

“Con tuy 6ng di t&i nhirng ctra hang nao,” ba chd nha néi. “Tat nhién
theo 167 d6 cac ctra hang gan hon va ¢6 mot bwru dién trén dwong Albany.”

“Nhung c6 1€ c6 Pebmarsh van thwong di ngang qua cong nha ba
khoang chung gio &y?”

“A, that tinh to6i khong o c6 Pebmarsh thwong ra ngoai vao gio nio hay
di hwedng nao. That tinh t6i khong theo doi 167 x6m diu, 6ng thanh tra a. T6i
la ngwoi ban ron va cé qua nhiéu viéc riéng. Mot s6 ngwoi ma tdi bi€t danh
hét thoi gian cta ho nhin qua ctra sO va d€'y ai di ngang qua va ai ghé tham
nha ai. N6i ding hon d6 1a théi quen ctia nhirng ngwoi dau yéu bénh tat hay
nhitng ké vo cong r6i nghé, khong biét 1am gi hon ngoai dodn gia dodn non
va ngoi 1€ ddi mach chuyén nay chuyén ng vé nha hang x6m.”

Ba c6 Waterhouse néi qud chua cay khién 6ng thanh tra cdm thay chic
chén trong d4u ba dang nghi t&i mot ngwdi cu thé nao d6. Ong hap tdp néi:
“Puing the’ ddy. Piing the’ da’y.” Ong néi thém, “Béi 1& ¢6 Pebmarsh di di
ngang qua cong trwed’c nha cd, cé thé ba &y di goi dién thoai, phai khong?
DA’y 1a chd budng dién thoai cong cOng?”

“Vang, n6 doi dién v&i nha sd 15.”

“Cau hoi quan trong to6i phai hdi co, thwa c6 Waterhouse, cd cé trong



thdy ngwdi dan 6ng nay dén hay khdng—ngudi dan 6ng bi 4n, toi e rang
nhat bao buoi sang da goi nhw the".”

Cht nha 14c dau: “Khong, toi khong tha’y 6ng ta hay ba't ¢t nguwdi viéng
thdm nao khéc.”

“Co da lam gi tor mét gio rueci dén ba gio?”

“T6i danh chirng nira gio’ d€ gidi 6 chir trén to The Times, hodc chi dwoc
chang hay ch¢, sau d6 t6i di vo bép, rira chén dia clia bira dn trra. D€ toi
xem nao. To1 da viet hai 14 thw, ghi m&y tdm séc thanh todn cac héa don,
sau d6 toi 1én Tau, chon ra mdt s& d6 minh mudn dem di hap tay. Toi nghi
chinh tt trong budng ngd clia minh tdi da d€' y tha’y nha k& bén c6 luc duc.
T6i nghe 16 mon mot ai dé kéu thét 1€n, vi vay theo 1€ ty nhién toi di ra ctra
s0. C6 mdt thanh ni€n va mot ¢6 gai ngoai cong. Cau ta hinh nhw dang 6m
cod ay.”

Trung si Lamb dich chuyén hai ban chan, nhung ¢6 Waterhouse nay gio
khong nhin anh ta nén ro6 rang khong h€ c6 y nghi anh ta chinh la cau thanh
nién dang dwoc d€ cap dén.

“T6i chi thdy phia sau 6t cu &y thoi. Hinh nhw c4u ta dang cai nhau v&i
cd gai. Cudi cung cdu ta d€ cd &y ng6i xudng, dya vao cdt cong. Mot hanh
dong la thwong. R'6i cdu rao bwdc di vao nha.”

“Ba khong trong thd’y cd Pebmarsh tr¢ vé nha truedc do it 1au?”

Chu nha 14c dau. “Khong. That tinh t6i khong nghi minh d3 nhin ra cira
s0 cho toi khi nghe ti€ng thét ky la d6. Tuy nhién toi chflng chu y nhi€u dén
ta't ca chuyén nay. Trai gai ldc nao cling lam nhirng chuyén ky cuc — la hét,
x6 day nhau, cwoi khic khich hay gdy 0n ki€u nao dé khién t6i chéng heé
nghi cé chuyén gi nghiém trong. Mai t¢i khi ma’y chi€c xe chd canh sat dau

lai tdi m&i nhan ra la da c6 chuyén gi d6 khong binh thwong.”



“Co6 lam gi lic ay?”

“A, & tw nhién la t6i ra khoi nha, ding trén bac thém r'6i di vong ra sau
veon. Toi thic méc khong biét chuyén gi da xdy ra, nhung hinh nhw ching
¢ gi nhiéu d€ xem tir phia d6. Khi t6i lai tré ra ding triedc, mot vai ngudi
dang tu tdp. Mot s6' ngwoi néi cho t6i bi€t da c6 an mang trong nha &y. DBoi

"’

voi tdi ¢6 vé qua strc la thwong. Qud la thwong!” ba chd nha td ra hét strc
ba't binh.

“Khong con diéu gi khac cd c¢6 th€ nghi dén hay sao? C6 the cho ching
toi bi€t khong?”

“That tinh t6i e 1a khong cb.”

“Gan day co ai viét the cho ¢6 gori ¥ mua bao hieém khong? Hoac cé ai
do ghé tham co hay d€ nghi tham viéng hay khong?”

“Khong. Khong c6 chuyén gi ki€u th€”. Ca cau James va tdi d€u da nhan
dwoe cac hgp dong bao hiém véi Hiép hdi Bao hi€ém Twong trgr roi. Tat
nhién ngwoi ta van ludn nhan dwgc nhirng 14 thw that ra 1a gid’y bdo gii
khach hang hay quang cdo ki€u nao d6, nhwng gan day t6i khong nho cé
ba't cr thir gi ki€u nhu thé"”

“Chfmg ¢6 burc thw nao ky tén ai dd'y goi la Curry hay sao?”

“Curry a? Khong, chic chin khong ¢6.”

“Va cai tén Curry chfmg cé y nghia gi v&i cd hay sao?”

“Khong. Nghia 1y gi chk?”

Hardcastle mim cwoi. “Khoéng. That tinh t6i cling khéng cho 1a ¢6 y
nghia gi. DAYy chi la céi tén ma nguwoi bi sét hai te xung thoi.”

“Khong phai 1a t€n that cia 6ng ta sao?”

“Chiing t6i ¢6 mot s& 1y do d€ nghi dd’y cha phai 1a tén that.”



“Mot ké lwra ddo ki€u nao d6 a?”

“Ching t6i khong th€ néi thé cho d&n khi c¢é biang chitng chitng minh
nhw vay.”

“Tat nhién la khong, td't nhién r'6i. Cac 6ng phai can than. Téi biét chi,”
cd Waterhouse néi. “Khong nhr mét s& nguwoi & quanh diy. Chuyén gi ho
cling néi dwge. Toi khong hi€u sao ¢é nhirng nguoi khong bi dwa ra toa vi
cdi toi ldc nao cling cong khai phi bang nguwoi khac.”

“T6i vu khdng,” trung s Lamb sta lai cho ding, [an dau tién 1€n ti€ng.

Ba c¢6 Waterhouse ngé anh ta v&i doi chiit ngac nhién, nhw thé trede dé
ba chealng h€ bi€t anh ta c6 ton tai va cheamg khac gi hoon mot phu tung can
thi€t cho thanh tra Hardcastle.

“Toi rat ti€c khong gidp dwoe gi cho Ong, that tinh xin 16i,” ¢d
Waterhouse noi.

“T6i cling ra't ti€c,” dng thanh tra néi. “Mot nguoi ¢6 tri thong minh va
6c¢ phan dodn voi kha nang quan sat nhw ¢6 1€ ra da 1a mét nhan chirng rat
htru ich can phai c6.”

“T6i woe chi minh thdy dwoc diéu gi d6,” trong phit chd'c giong ba chii
4y ndi khao khat y nhre mot co géi tré.

“Con 6ng em cua ba, dng James Waterhouse thi sao?”

“Cau James khong bi€t gi dau,” cd Waterhouse néi vé khinh miét.
“Khong bao gio’. Va du sao khi d6 cdu ta cling dang & van phong Gainsford
va Swettenhams trén con dwong chinh cia thanh phd’. Oi khong dau, céu ta
khong th€ gitp cac 6ng. Nhw t6i da ndi, em trai toi khong veé an trwea.”

“Ong &Yy thwong in trrea & dau?”

“Cau ta thwong dung sandwich va ca phé & quan Ba Long Vii. Mot ngoi



nha khd 1&n va xinh x4n, chuyén cung cip bira tra nhanh cho dan vin
phong.”

“Cam on c6 Waterhouse,” Hardcastle néi. “Ching t6i khong nén lwu lai
thém nwra.”

Ong ditng ddy, di ra sanh. Ba cha nha di theo. Trung si Lamb ¢am 1én
ciy gdy danh golf gan ctra cai.

“Gay dep. Pau giy ndng ghé.” Anh cam giy quo’ lén quo xudng. “Toi
tha’y ba da chuan bi d6i phé voi moi tinh hudng cé the' xay ra.”

Co6 Waterhouse hoi giat lui.

“That tinh t6i khong hinh dung ra tai sao cadi gay aYy lai ¢ day.”

Ba giat n6 tw tay Colin r'6i bd tré vao tii choi golf.

“M0ot cach canh gidc ra't khon ngoan da’y,” thanh tra nhan xét.

C6 Waterhouse m¢ ctra dwa ho ra ngoai.

Colin Lamb thé dai: “A, chiing ta cheamg biét dwoe gi nhiéu twr ba cd nay,
mac du 6ng anh su6t budi da ninh by ba ta rd't khéo 1€o. C6 phai dé la
phrong phdp ba't bi€n ctia dng anh khong vay?”

“Thinh thoang ciling dat két qua tot v&i ngwoi cing mot typ clia ba nay.
Nhirng 11 tAng bd'c van ludn hiéu qua v&i ki€u ngwoi kho tinh 4y.”

“Ba ta ctr kéu rwr rir thich thi nhw mdt con meéo sau cung dwoc nguoi ta
cho mot dia kem vay do,” Colin néi. “That khong may, chflng ti€t 16 duorc
chuyén gi dang chd y cd.”

“Khong w?” Hardcastle noi.

Colin dwa mét nhin éng that nhanh, “Ong anh nghi gi trong d4u vay?”

“M0ot van dé ra't nhd nhdt khong dang k€ va cé thé’ khong quan trong. Co

Pebmarsh da ra ngoai di bwu dién va cac ctra hang nhung lai r€ trdi thay vi



ré phai, va cudc goi dién thoai &Yy, theo ¢c6 Martindale, dd nhan dwoc vao
khoang chung hai gio kém muoi.”

Colin t0 mo ngé ong ban.

“Ong anh vAn nghi mic dii ba ta chdi, nhung vin c6 th€ da goi ci dién
thoai d6 hay sao? Ba ta da ra't qua quyét ma.”

“Ping. Ba &y da rad't qua quyét,” giong Hardcastle ho’ hirng.

“Nhwng n€u dung la ba ta da lam, thi tai sao?”

“Oi, toan nhwrng cau héi rqi sao,” Hardcastle n6i vé nén néng. “Tai sao,
tai sao lai th€? Tai sao lai toan chuyén khong dau vao dau thé" nay? Neu cd
Pebmarsh da goi dién, tai sao lai mu6n c6 gdi 8y dén day? Néu la ké nao
khéc, tai sao lai mudn lién luy dén cd Pebmarsh? Chiing ta van chwa biét
dwoe bat cir diéu gi. Gid nhw cai ba Martindale kia tirng quen biét ¢6
Pebmarsh, hin ba ta da 1o ¢6 phai la giong ndi ctia ba mu hay khong, hodc
mot mirc d0 nao da’y ¢6 hao hao gidng giong ba ta hay khong. Hw, ching ta
cha thu dwoe gi nhi€u t nha s6” 18. PE€ xem nha s6” 20 ¢6 cho ching ta diéu

g1 kha hon hay khong.”



CHUONG 8

Ngoai s6 nha ra, 20 Wilbraham Crescent con ¢ mdt cdi tén. N6 dwore goi la
Diana Lodge. C4nh cOng c6 chudng ngai vat chong ké dot nhap bang ludi
kém gai dan that day & mat trong. Nhirng bui nguyét qué” thudc gidng hoa
c6 dom kh4 u sAu, canh 14 cit xén con d& dang, ciing ngin tré bat ctr ké
nao c¢d chui qua cong.

Colin Lamb nhan xét: “Néu c6 ngdi nha nao cé the tén 1a Nguyét Qué’
thi d6 chinh la nha nay. Tai sao lai goi la Diana Lodge ch&? Théat khong
hi€u n6i.”

Anh nhin xung quanh d€ danh gia. Diana Lodge chwa dat t&i sy don so
trang nha, cling chealng c6 tham hoa. Céc byi cdy um tim moc tran lan la dic
di€m noi bat nha't ctia né cung v&i mui nwde didi meéo n'dng nédc. Ngoi nha
dwong nhur dang trong tinh trang sip stra d6 sap v&i nhitng mang xdi van
con stra chira dwore. Da'u hiéu duy nha't bi€u hién ba't ¢ ki€u quan tim chi
y nao d6i voi ngdi nha dao gan day la canh ctra tred'c méi dwore son mau
xanh da troi twoi sdng, khi€n cang dé nhan thdy vé ngoai ndi chung la
nhéch nhdc cta phén con lai cia ngdi nha va khu veon hon. Khong c6
chuéng dién, chi thd'y mot thi tay ndm r6 rang 1a d€ kéo. Ong thanh tra kéo

no va twe trong nha nghe ¢6 ti€ng chdi tai y€u &'t nhw tir xa xdm mo’ h'd vong



lai.

Colin néi: “Co vé giong nhw trang trai ¢ hao bao quanh.”

Ho doi mot 1at, r'oi nghe thd’y nhitng 4m thanh twr bén trong. Nhitng 4m
thanh kha ky la. Mot ki€u cao giong ngdm nga, nira hat nira noi.

“C4i quy qudi gi...” Hardcastle bit dau 1én tiéng.

Ca si hay ngam si gi d6 hinh nhw dang t&i gan ctra tredre, va 10 néi bét
dau nghe dwoc ro rang.

“Khong, ceng cung oi. Trong ddy, bd teo a. Mindems tailems Shah-
Shah-Mimi. Cleo-Cleopatra.”

Nghe ¢6 ti€ng nhirng canh cira dong lai. Cudi cung ctra tred'c md ra.
DP&1 mit v&i ho 1a mot quy ba mic vdy 4o rong bang nhung mau xanh réu
nhat da hoi son. Nhitng lon téc vang hoe hoa raim quén tit theo mét ki€u téc
thinh hanh ba mwoi nam vé tredc. Quanh ¢G ba ta dang quan mot vong
16ng thi vang cam. Thanh tra Hardcastle hdi, c6 vé chwa chic chén.

“Ba Hemming phai khong a?”

“T6i 12 ba Hemming ddy. Ngoan nao, Tia Nang, chic chic ngoan.”

Pén lic d6 6ng thanh tra m&i nhén ra cai vong 16ng thd vang cam thit ra
la mot con meo. Khong phai 1a con meo duy nha't. Ba con meo khac xudt
hién trong sanh, hai con dang kéu meo meo. Ching vao chd ctia minh, vira
ngd lom lom hai 6ng khach vwra diu dang quan quanh vay ba chd cua
chiing. Cling ldc d6 mii méo hoi hdm dang lan tda khip noi ci¢ 1am tinh
lam t0i 16 mii cta ca hai ngwoi dan ong.

“T61 1a Thanh tra Hardcastle.”

“T6i hy vong cac dng dén veé viéc nguoi dan 6ng kinh khi€p tw to chirc

Ngan chdn hanh ha sdc vat 8y da dén gdp to61,” ba Hemming néi. “Nhuc



nha! Tdi da viét bao cdo cho dng ta. Bio rang nhitng con meo clia tdi dwoe
nudi dwong trong mot diéu kién cé hai cho strc khde va phiic lgi cia ching.
Nhuc nha quad! T6i s6ng vi may con meo cia minh, 6ng thanh tra a. Chiing
la niém vui va lac thi duy nhat trong doi toi. Moi viéc déu dwoc lam vi
ching ca. Shah-Shah-Mimi! Khong dwoc 1€n d6 dau, cung a!”

Shah-Shah-Mimi chealng de’y gi d&n mot ban tay dang niu né lai, cir nhay
phdc 1én cdi ban trong sanh. N6 ngdi xudng, vira rta mit vira nhin chim
cham nhitng nguoi la.

“Vao di,” ba Hemming bao. “O khéng, khong phai phong &y. Téi quén
mat.”

Ba day d€ m& mdt canh ctra bén trdi. Khong khi ¢ day thdm chi con
nang mui hon.

“N320, cdc con xinh xin cda ta! Nao!”

Trong phong nhiéu ban chdi va lwge dinh 16ng méo khac nhau nam la
liét khip trén gh& trén ban. Cé nhitng tAm dém dinh dat bac mau, va cé it
nha't sdu con meo nura.

“T6i SOng vi bay meo yéu quy ciia minh,” ba Hemming néi. “Ching
hi€u dwge tung 1o t6i ndi vori chiing.”

Thanh tra Hardcastle huing diing bwdc vao. That khong may 6ng 1a mot
trong s& nhitng ngudi méic ching di tng véi lodi méo. Nhw van thuong
xdy ra trong nhitng dip nhw thé ndy, ca 1i meo 14p tirc ti€n t&i chd Ong ta.
Mot con nhdy Ién dau gdi, mot con khac than mat ca vao dng quan dai.
Von la ngeoi ra't can treong, Ong thanh tra chi bam moéi chiu dung.

“T6i khong bi€t ¢6 the’ hoi ba vai cau, thwa ba Hemming, veé...”

“Vé bat ctr diéu gi ong mudn a,” chi nha ngat ngang. “T6i khdng c6 gi



de€ gid'u gi€m. To6i c6 th€ trinh 6ng xem thirc dn cho meo, giwvong ching
ngu, nam cai trong budng t6i, con bay céi khac & ngay day. Chiing chi dn
mon ¢4 ngon tuyét do ty tay toi nau.”

“Viéc nay chaamg lién quan gi t&i meo,” thanh tra ca't cao giong ndi. “T6i
dén d€ tro chuyén v&i ba vé si viéc khdong may xay ra & nha k& bén. C6 1€
ba da nghe n6i vé chuyén ay.”

“Nha k& bén 2? Y 6ng mudn néi may con ché ctia 6ng Joshua hé?”

“Khong, khong phai th&". Téi mudn ndi & nha sd 19 ¢6 mot ngwoi dan
ong dworc tim thay bi gi€t ch€t ngay hom qua.”

“That vdy sao?” ba ta Hemming chi quan tam vi phép lich sy khong hon
khong kém, vin lo’ ding doi mét nhin theo 1ii thd cung clia minh.

“Xin dwoe héi ba, chiéu hom qua ba ¢6 & nha hay khdng? N6i cho 1o
hon, tor mét gior rwedi dén ba gior rwedi?”

“A vang, c6. Toi thwong di mua hang ra't sém trong ngay roi tré vé d&
c6 thé nd'u bwra trea cho bay meo yéu quy, sau dé go rdi va chai 16ng cho
ching.”

“Ba khong Ivu y dén bat cir hoat dong nao & nha k& bén? Nhirng xe
canh sat — xe ctru thwong — bat ¢ chuyén gi?”

“A, t6i e ring minh da khong nhin ra cdc ctra s& ding trude. Toi da di ra
sau nha, vao trong vueon vi con Arabella than yéu di ddu mat. N6 1la mot
con meo cdi con ra't nhd, né di leo 1én cdy va toi e ring c6 1& né khong tréo
xudng dwoe. Toi da cd du né bang mot dia ca nhd nhung né qud khiép s,
t0i nghi€p con nhod qua. Sau cung t6i danh bd cudc va trd vao trong nha. Va
ong c6 tin khdéng, ngay khi téi vira budc qua nguwong ctra, nd lién tréo
xudng va theo tdi vao.” Ba hét ngé ngwoi nay roi nhin sang ngwoi no nhw

th€ thir xem mirc d6 tin twdng cia ho thé nao.



“Qua that t6i tin chuyén d6,” Colin khong the gitr im ldng ntra.

“Xin 161 6ng ndi gi a?” ba Hemming nhin anh, khé giit minh.

“T6i rat gdn bé v&i meo,” Colin ndi, “va tdi da lam mot cudc nghién ciru
vé ban tinh cta loai meéo. Préu ba néi v&i t6i minh hoa hoan hio ki€u mau
cw Xt clia lodi meo va cdc quy tdc ma ching tw dit ra cho ching. Ciing theo
cung cach d6 ca bay meo cla ba dang tu tdp quanh ban t6i 1a ngwoi that
tinh khong quan tam dén meo, ching lai cheamg h€ chu y dén t61 mac du toi
ninh not 18y 1ong chung.”

Tuy ba Hemming cho't ndy ra y nghi 1a nhitng gi Colin dang néi hau nhw
khong thich hop v&i vai tro mot trung si canh sat, nhwng ba cheamg hé bieu
16 diéu Ay trén nét mat. Ba chi 1dm bam mo’ h'6: “Liic nao ching ciing hi€u
bi€t, bdy meo than yéu &y, phai khong?”

Mot chi meéo xam Ba Tw rat dep dit hai chin trwdc 1én dau godi 6ng
thanh tra, nhin 6ng say mé thich thd, va ba&u manh méng vudt vao véi
nhitng dong tdc xoa bép nhw th€ dng thanh tra 12 mot cdi g6 nhd d& cdm
kim giit. Ngoai strc chju dwng ctia minh, dng thanh tra dirng phit day.

“Thuwa ba, tdi ¢6 th€’ di xem veon sau nha ba khdng a?”

Colin toét miéng cwoi nhe.

“Q, tat nhién, tat nhién. B4t ct diéu gi dng mudn a,” ba Hemming ding
1én.

Con meo vang cam ty thao vong quan ra khéi cd ba ta. Mot cach lo
dang ba dit né lai v&i con meéo xdm Ba Tw. Ba din dwong ra khoi gian
phong. Hardcastle va Colin di theo.

“Ching ta tng gap nhau roéi,” Colin néi v&i con me¢o vang cam. R6i

anh no6i ti€p, v&i chd meéo xam Ba Tw khac ng6i trén ban canh chi€c den



Trung Qudc, dang qua't nhe dudi, “Con may 1la mot con meo tuyét dep.”
Colin vudt ve né, mon trén dang sau 19 tai va chid méo x4m ha c¢d ban cho
anh nhirng ti€ng gu gu.

“Xin vui long khép ctra lai khi ra ngoai, 6ng... o... 0...” ba Hemming
ndi tir sanh. “HOm nay ¢6 gio rét budt nén t6i khdng mudn bay meo bj cam
lanh. Ngoai ra con c6 ma’y thing bé kinh khiing kia nita — thuc sy khong
an toan néu d& cho bay meéo than yéu mot minh lang thang khip viron.”

Ba budc vé phia vach sau ctia sinh va m& mdt canh cira bén hong.

“M4&Yy thing bé kinh khiing nao th&?” Hardcastle hai.

“Hai thang con ctia ba Ramsay. Gia dinh ho sdng & phia nam con dwdong
dang lam. Hai khu vwon cfa ching toi it nhiéu tya lung vao nhau. Hai
thang ranh con du con, ching 12 vay d6. Chiing c6 cdi n4 day thun, dng biét
d6. Toi da khing khing doi tich thu céi nd, nhung van con nghi ngo'. Chiing
lam nhirng chd mai phuc roi an ndp. Mia he ching thwong ném nhirng tréi
tao.”

“Quay ph4,” Colin néi.

Khu vuedn sau nha gidng nhw dang trude, chi cé diéu con té hon nira.
Cé moc um tum, nhtrng bui cay ram rap khong dwgc xén tia, giong hoa
nguyét qué” cé dom con nhi€u hon ntra, va nhirng cay béch trai to kha thé
lrong 4m dam. Theo ¥ kién ctia Colin thi cd anh 14an Hardcastle déu lang
phi thoi gian. Nhirng cdy nguyét qué’, bui rAm va cdy cao tao thanh mét rao
chén kién c&’, qua d6 chaalng tha’y duoc gi trong khu vieon nha cd Pebmarsh.
Diana Lodge c6 th€ dwgc mo td 1a mot ngdi nha hoan toan biét 1ap. Theo
quan di€m cta nhirng ngwoi cw ngu trong dé thi cé 1€ ho chfmg h€ c6 hang
x6m lang giéng gi ca.

“Ong ndi nha s& 19 sao?” ba chi nha tam dwng bwdc ngay gitra veeon,



c6 vé phan van do dy. “T6i twdng chi c6 mot nguoi song trong nha d6, mot
ngwoi dan ba mu chi.”

“Nguoi bi giét khong & trong nha &y,” thanh tra néi.

“A, toi hidu,” ba Hemming van cir mo' mo h'6 ho, “Ong &y dén d€ bj
gi€t chét. Quai dan qua!”

‘Pung 1a mot miéu ta cyc hay,” Colin ty nha, vé tram tw.



CHUONG 9

Ho lai xe doc theo Wilbraham Crescent, queo phai ngwoe dwong Albany

r'oi lai queo phéi doc theo doan dwong Wilbraham Crescent thi nhi.

“Thyc sy don gian,” Hardcastle noi.

“Mot khi ta da bi€t roi,” Colin ndi.

“S& 61 thye sy & sau lung nha ba Hemming — nhwng mot géc clia né
lai ti&p gidp voi s6 19, nén cling tdt thoi. SE cho cdu mot dip may dwoce
tha’y 6ng Bland ctia ciu. Cha ¢6 tai tro) nwdc ngoai ddu, nhan tién toi cho
cau bi€t luon.”

“MOot giad thuy€t hay ho dwoc thye hanh thé” do6.”

Chiéc xe dau lai, va hai ngwoi dan 6ng xudng xe.

“Cha, cha,” Colin néi. “Khu vron ding truede dep that.”

D6 qua that 14 mot ki€u mau nha ngoai 6 hoan hio thu nhd. C6 nhitng
tham hoa phong Iir, ngoai ria 1a ciic Lobeli. Nhitng dda thu hai dwong trong
map map to 1on va ¢6 nhirng vét trang tri cho khu vwon rat dep: éch, nAi'm
doc, ngwoi lun va tién trong ra't khoi hai.

“T6i chic chin 6ng Bland 13 ngwoi ti t& dang kinh trong,” Colin rliing
minh néi. “Né&u khong phai 1a nguoi nhw the hin ong ta khong nghi ra

dwore nhitng y twdng kinh khi€p nay.” Anh néi thém trong lic thanh tra



ba'm chudng, “Ong anh c6 nghi 6ng ta & nha vio gid nay ctia budi sing hay
khong?”

“T6i da goi dién thoai tredre,” Hardcastle giai thich. “C& hdi han 6ng &'y,
néu thuan tién!”

Ngay lic d6 mot chiéc xe tdi du lich nho sang trong dau lai r'oi ré vao
ga-ra, hién nhién d6 1a chi tiét cudi cing thém vao cho ngdi nha. Ong
Josaiah Bland xuéng xe, déng sap ctra roi ti€n vé phia ho. D6 1a mot nguoi
dan ong tAm thwde véi cdi dau héi va cidp méit hoi nhd mau xanh lo. Ong ta
ti€p don khach that von va: “Thanh tra Hardcastle a? Xin vao ngay cho!”

Cht nha dan dwong vao phong khach. Phong khéch ¢6 ra't nhiéu thir cho
tha'y sy gidu c6. Nhitng chiéc den dit tién trang tri kha cong phu, ban gidy
Empire, mot bd &6 trang trf bé 10 swdi biang dong gid vang sang loang, ti
nhd nhiéu ngin bang gd c6 kham va mot chau kiéng ddy hoa noi khung cira
s0. Nhirng cai gh& ki€u déng tan thoi, boc ném 10ng 13y.

“Moi ng6i,” 6ng Bland niém né ndi. “Hit thudc nhé? Hay cdc 6ng
khong dwoc hit khi dang 1am nhiém vy?”

“Khong, cam on,” thanh tra dap.

“Ciing khong udng rwou, phai khong a? A phai roi, sé tdt hon cho ca
hai chuing ta, t6i xin man phép n6i nhw th€. Tat ca chuyén nay lién quan
dén viéc gi a? Vu viéc & nha s6" 19, ding khéng? Géc veon hai nha 1ién ké
nhau, nhung that ra ching t61 chaalng tha'y bén &y dwoc bao nhiéu trir khi
nhin tir cac ctra sO tang trén. Toan bo vu nay cé vé di thwong — hay it ra
theo nhirng gi t6i1 doc trén bdo sdng nay. T6i that vui thich khi nhén dwoc
151 nhén ctia 6ng. Mot dip d€ duoc bigt thém ddi diéu da dwoc ghi nhan 1a
c6 that, dng chd biét nhitng 1&i d6n dai dang bay di khip chdn dau nhé!

Khién ba nha t6i ddm ra hodng s’ qua chirng — cam gidc ¢6 mot sat thu



dang mic sirc hoanh hanh, dng biét dd’y. Ric r6i & chd ngay nay ngudi ta
ctr tha cd ddm d& hoi &y ra khoi nha theong dién. Pwa chiing vé nha theo
loi hira danh dy hodc goi la cdi gi dd'y cling thé. Sau d6 ching lam thit
ngwoi nao khac, va ngwoi ta lai tong ¢6 ching tré vao vién. Va nhw t6i néi
d&’y, c6 nhitng 1 d6n thSi! Y toi 1a gid nhw dng tirng nghe céi ba gidp viéc
nha hing ngay va thang bé giao sita va giao bdo clia chiing tdi néi gi, hin
ong sé& ngac nhién. Ba niy néi dng ta bj siét cd bang soi diy treo khung
anh, con thing kia lai bdo 12 bi ddm. Mot ké khéac cho 14 bj ddnh bang dui
cui. Dui sao thi nan nhén 1a nam gi&i, phai khdng? Toi mudn néi khong phai
ba gdi gia da lam ch? Mdt ngwoi dan 6ng chwa ro 1a ai, bdo néi theé” day.”

Cudi cung 6ng Bland cling ngung 107.

Thanh tra mim cwdi, néi véi giong khong dong tinh: “A, néi vé chuyén
chwa biét 1a ai, 6ng ta c6 mot danh thi€p va mot dia chi day.”

“Thé& thi cling c6 qua nhiéu di€u nhi,” chi nha néi. “Nhwng Ong biét
ngwoi ta lam gi ma. To6i chzatng r0 ai da nghi ra toan bd chuyén nay.”

“Trong ldic ta dang ban vé nan nhan,” Hardcastle bdo, “c6 I xin 6ng
xem qua cdi nay!”

Mot Tan nira 6ng thanh tra lai 13y ra biec anh canh sat chup.

“Pay la 6ng ta sao?” Bland hdi. “Trong nhw mdt thang cha hoan toin
binh thwong, phai khong? Binh thuwong nhw 6ng va tdi. Khong bi€t ¢6 nén
héi 6ng &y vi 1y do gi ma bj st hai hay khéng.

“Hom nay van cOn qua s¢m, chua the ban chuyén 4y dau,” thanh tra néi.
“Piéu t6i mudn biét, 6ng Bland a, trede gior Ong ¢6 gap ngwoi dan 6ng nay
hay chwa.”

Chti nha 14c dau. “Chéic chin 12 chwa. Tdi nhé mit ngudi ra't gidi.”



“Ong ta khong c6 ghé nha 6ng vi ba't ky muc dich dic biét ndo — béan
bdo hi€m, mdy hdt bui, mdy gidt hay ba't cr cai gi dai loai nhw thé?”

“Khong, khong. Chic chén 1a khong.”

“C6 1€ chuing ta can phdi hoi ba nha,” Hardcastle néi. “R6t cudc néu dng
ta ¢4 ghé nha thi chinh ba &y la ngwoi 6ng ta gdp mat.”

“Vang, hoan toan ding. Th& nhwng, td6i khong biét... Valerie strc khoe
khong dwoe tdt 1&m, 6ng biét dd'y. Toi khong mudn lam ba nha tdi lo s¢. Y
toi mudn ndi, a, t6i cho d6 la birc anh cua O6ng &y khi da chét, ding
khong?”

“Diing th&’, nhung diu sao d4’y khong phai mot birc anh dau dom.”

“Dung vay. Anh chup t6t 1dm. Thing cha 4y chirng nhw dang ngi, thuc
vay.”

“Minh dang n6i v€ em ha Josaiah?”

Canh ctra 1ién K€ phong bén dwgrc day ra va mdt phu nix trung nién budc
vao. Thanh tra doan chic ndly gio & bén kia canh cira ba ta da hét sitc chd y
ling nghe.

“A, minh d&n ré6i. Anh twdng minh dang chop mét ngi budi sdng chit.
Pay la ba nha t61, Thanh tra Hardcastle a.”

“An mang khang khiép d6,” ba Bland 1d4m bam. “That sy 1am toi ring
minh khi nghi t&i.” Ba ng6i xuéng ghé&” sofa véi mot ti€ng thd dai dat
quang.

“Minh d€ chan Ién gh& di!” ch'ong ba bao.

Ba Bland vang loi. D6 1a mét ngwoi dan ba téc vang hung, giong rén ri
y&u ot. Trong ba c6 vé thi€u mau, va cé dang vé cia mot ngwoi dau y&u

bénh tit chdp nhan tinh trang strc khde kém ctia minh v&i phian nao vui tha.



Trong chdc 14t ba ta goi cho thanh tra nhé t&i mot ngudi nao d6. Ong c&
nghi xem la ai, nhung chgng tai nao nhd ra. Cdi giong kha ndo nling yéu
dud1 do lai ti€p tuc.

“Strc khoe cua tdi khdng dwoe to't 18m, thanh tra Hardcastle a, vi vay tat
nhién 6ng nha tdi c& tranh cho toi bi s6¢ va lo 1&ng. T6i ra't nhay cam. Ong
da néi vé mdt birc anh, tdi nghi thé’, cia ngwoi — cta nguwoi chét. Oi troi
0i, nghe sao ma khing khi€p qua! Khong bi€t nhin thad’y r'oi toi ¢6 chiu noi
khong nwa!”

‘Thuc sy chét vi xem a,” thanh tra nghi tham. V&i giong ¢6 phan ac y
ong noi: “Co 1€ t6i khdong nén yéu cau ba xem anh, ba Bland a. Chi 1a t6i
twdng ba co th€ gidp ching t6i trong treong hop ngeoi dan 6ng d6 cé ghé
nha nay luc nao day.”

“T6i phai 1am bon phan cia minh, phai khong?” Ba chl nha néi véi mot
nu cwoi can ddm diu dang. Ba chia tay ra.

“Minh mudn lam cho minh lo s¢’ hay sao, Val?”

“Pwng c¢6 ngd'c nira, Josaiah! T4t nhién em phai xem tho6i.”

Ba ngo birc anh ra't chdm chi va c¢6 phéan nao that vong, hodc thanh tra
da nghi nhw vay.

“Ong ta ¢6 vé — that tinh hoan toan khong c6 vé gi 1a dd chét. Nhw the
khong phdi bj gi€t. Li€u — c6 phai 6ng ta da bj lam cho nghet the'?”

“Ong &Yy bi dAm,” Hardcastle dép.

Ba Bland nhim mét lai va ring minh. “Oi troi 6i, kinh qué!”

“Ba khong ¢6 cam gidc ting gédp Ong ta sao?”

“Khong,” ba Bland 16 rang c6 vé mién cuwdng. “Khong, khong, toi e 1a

khong. C6 phéi Ong ta la hang ngwoi—nguoi hay ghé vao nha nay nha no



de’ban d6 khong?”

“Dwong nhw 6ng &y twng la nhan vién bdo hi€m,” Hardcastle ndi mot
cach de dat.

“A, t6i hi€u. Khong, khong hé c6 ai gidng nhw vay ca, chic chdn. Minh
khong nhé 1a em ¢6 bao gior dé cdp véi minh chuyén gi giong nhu vay,
phéi khong Josaiah?”

“Anh cha nh¢,” 6ng Bland dap.

“Ong ta c6 phai 12 ba con ho hang cta c6 Pebmarsh khong?” ba Bland
héi thanh tra.

“Khong, 6ng &y hoan toan xa la voi ba ta.”

“Quai di nhi,” ba Bland nhan xét.

“Ba co6 quen bi€t co Pebmarsh khong?”

“A, ¢6 chix. T6i mudn néi 12 ldng giéng quen biét nhau, ti't nhién roi. Ba
ta thinh thodng nho 6ng nha t6i khuyén bao vé vwon twoe.”

Thanh tra quay sang ngwdi chong: “Ong 12 mot nha lam vuon rit sic
sdo, toi nghe ndi the”.”

“That sy khong phai, khong phai dau.” 6ng Bland t6 ra khong tan thanh.
“Khong c¢6 thoi gian, 6ng biét dd'y. Di nhién t6i bi€t cor ban phai lam gi.
Nhung c¢6 mdt 6ng ban rat xuat sic mdi twan dén hai Man d&€ lam cd, gitr
cho khu vwon that sach s€ gon gang. C6 th€ néi quanh diy ong khéng tim
ra khu veon nao hon vudn nha ching toi. Nhung i ching phai 1a mot
trong s& nhirng nguoi lam veon thye thu &y nhw 6ng lang giéng cia t6i.”

“Ong Ramsay sao?” Hardcastle n6i c¢6 vé& ngac nhién.

“Khéng, khong, xa hon th& nita. Nha 63. Ong McNaughton. Ong 'y

sdng chi vi khu veeon ctia minh. O trong dd’y su6t ca ngay, mé say pha trdn



phan bén. Qua that 6ng &y la ngwoi hay néi vé dé tai phan tron khién
ngudi ta phat chdn — nhung t6i khong cho ring ddy 1a diéu 6ng mudn
ban.”

“Khéng hin,” thanh tra n6i. “Téi chi théc mic lieu c6 ngudi ndo — dng
hay ba nha — hém qua c6 ra ngoai veon khdng. R6t cudc, nhw 6ng néi,
qua that vieon nha ong ¢ ti€p gidp v&i nha s6 19 va hom qua c¢6 kha nang
ong ba c6 th& nhin thay diéu gi thd vi hay nghe thdy chuyén gi, c6 1€ the&".”

“Pung gitra trira, phai khong? T6i mudn hodi, may gio’ xay ra 4n mang?”

“Thoi gian la trong khoang tor mot gior d€n ba gio.”

Bland lic dau. “Liic A7y ti chging tha’y gi dau. T6i da & day. Valerie ciling
the’, nhwng ching t6i dang an trwa, 6ng bi€t da’y, va phong an cua chiing toi
nhin ra dwong. Ching t6i khong thdy dwoc bat cir diéu gi dién ra trong
vueon.”

“Ong ba thwong ding bira trra lic may gio?”

“Mot gio’ hay co &y. Doi khi 1a mét gio redi.”

“Sau d6 6ng ba hoan toan khong c6 ra vierdn sao?” Bland ldc dau.

“Thuc t& 12 ba nha toi van ludn 1én TAu d€ nghi ngo1i sau bira trira va néu
khong c6 gi qua ban ron, tdi thwdng chop mét mdt chit trén cai ghé¢ & ding
kia kia. Chéc t6i da roi khdi nha khodng chirng—a, chic 1a ba gio kém
muoi lam, nhwng that khong may t6i hoan toan khéng ra veon sau.”

“A hd,” Hardcastle thé dai, “chdng t6i phai hdi td't cA moi ngwdi.”

“Di nhién, di nhién r'oi. Udc gi tdi c6 the gidp ich nhiéu hon!”

“Chd ctia 6ng tuyét dep,” thanh tra nhin xét. “Cha con tién diu nira ma
danh dum, t6i xin phép néi nhw thé!”

Bland cwdi vui vé. “A, ching toi thich nhitng thi tuyét dep. Ba nha toi



cé thi hi€u tham my rat da dang. Ching t6i ¢6 dwgc mot it 1d¢ gioi cho
cach ddy mot ndm. Ba nha t6i nhin tién thwa k& tw mdt 6ng chd. Ba dy
khong gip O6ng ta da hai mwoi nhdm ndm roi. That qua dbi ngac nhién!
biéu 2y khi€n cudc sdng cta ching td6i doi khac mot chuit, téi cé the€ noi
voi O6ng nhw thé. Chdng tdi da cé thé tw lo li€u rat td't, va dang nghi dén
chuyén du ngoan mot chuyé&n bang tau thily cudi nim nay. C6 thé hoc hdi
ra't nhi€u di€u, t6i tin nhw thé. Hy Lap va chi thé thoi. Ra't nhi€u gido sw
didn giang trén tau. A, 1€ di nhién t6i vdn 13 ngwdi tw 14p it hoc hanh va
chaalng ¢6 nhiéu thi gio' cho mot chuyén ki€u dé, nhwng tdi s€ quan tdm hoc
héi. Thang cha da d&n b&i tung thanh Troy &y, hén ta 12 mot ga ban tap héa,
toi tin th&". RAt giong trong ti€u thuyé&t. Phai néi ring toi thich di d&n nhitng
ving dit & nwde ngodi — chi ching phai 1a trng di nhiéu noi roi — mot
chuyén di nhan dip nghi cudi tuan dén thanh phd Taree vui nhon, chi thé’
th6i. Toi ting ndi dia minh dinh ban hét & diy r'oi dén sinh séng & Tay
Ban Nha hay B0 Pao Nha, thim chi dé€n tdn West Indies nira. Rat nhiéu
ngwoi dang lam vay. Khéi phai dong thué€’ lgi tirc hay gi hét. Nhwng ba nha
toi chfmg wa cai y twdng 8y.”

“T6i rat thich du lich, nhwng khdng mudn s6ng & ngoai nwd'c Anh,” ba
Bland néi. “Ban b¢ ctia chiing t6i déu ¢ day — chi tdi cling sdng & day, va
moi ngwoi déu bi€t ching téi. Néu di ra nwdc ngoai chiing toi s€ 1a nhirng
ngwoi xa la. Va & day ching t6i con ¢c6 mot bac si gidi, 6ng &y that sy hicu
1o tinh trang strc khoe cua tdi. To6i khong thich bac si nwdc ngoai. Toi s€
khong tin dau.”

“Céi d6 con d¢€ xem,” 6ng Bland c6 vé phan khai. “Ching ta s€ di du
lich bing tau thily, va c6 khi minh s& dAm ra yéu mé&n mot hon ddo Hy
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Ba vo c6 vé nhu dang nghi chuyén &y hoan toan khong th€ xay ra.

“Ch4c ciing phai c6 mot bac si ngwdi Anh kha di & trén tau chit, tdi nghi
vay,” ba néi v&i vé hoai nghi.

“Chéc chin r'6i,” ch'déng ba néi.

Ong ta tién khdch ra ctra trwére, nhic lai mot Mn niva 101 xin 16i vi khong
the gitp gi dwoc ho.

Hardcastle hoi ban: “Thé& nao... cdu nghi gi vé 0ong ay?”

“T6i khong mudn d€ 6ng ta xay nha cho minh,” Colin dap. “Mot nha
thau tép riu gian doi khdng phai l1a d6i twong toi theo doi. Toi dang tim
ki€m mot ngwoi cdng hi€n hét minh. Con ndéi vE vu an gi€t ngwoi nay, 6ng
anh da danh gid nham vé ki€u giy an roi. Bay gio né€u Bland dinh cho v
xoi thach tin hay day ba ta xudng bi€n Aegean d€ thira k& tién ctia ba &y va
cwdi mot ¢6 gai toc vang ngon lanh...”

“Chiing ta s€ xem xét khi chuyén d6 xdy ra,” thanh tra Hardcastle néi.

“Trong ldc cho’ doi, chiing ta phai ti€p tuc diéu tra vu an gi€t ngwoi nay.”



.l

CHUONG 10

O s& 62, Wilbraham Crescent, ba Ramsay dang ty dong vién minh, “Bay
gio chi con hai ngay. Chi hai ngay ntra thoi.”

Ba gat m¢& téc wdt nhep ra khdi tran minh. Mot ti€ng d6 vor lodng xodng
cuc to tr nha bép vong 1én. Ba Ramsay cam thdy chan chwong, thim chi
chealng mudn di xem ti€ng d0 v’ 8y bao cé chuyén xui xéo gi. Gia ba c6 the
gid vo’ nhw chaamg hé c6 d& v& gi ca. Oi chao — chi thém hai ngay théi. Ba
bang qua sanh, mé toang ctra nha bép ra r'oi hdi voi giong kém hung hang
rd't nhi€u so v&i ba tuan tredc: “Nay, hai dira bay da lam gi d6?”

“Xin 18i me,” thang Bill con trai ba ddp. “Bon con dang choi bowling
mot chiit bing ma’y cdi lon nay. Cha hi€u 1am sao ma ching lai 1dn vao ddy
ta dung 40 sw.”

“Bon con dau cé cd tinh d€ ching lan vao day ta dau me,” em trai Ted
ctia né td y tan thanh.

“Thoéi, nhat may thir &y 1én va cat lai vo td di, con nhirtng manh st vo
kia thi quét ro1 cho vao thung rac!”

“Thoi me o1, khong don bdy gior dau.”

“Don di, ngay bay gio’!”

“Thﬁing Ted don dwo'c ma me,” Bill néi.



“U chiu,” thing em phan doi, “viéc gi cling d6 cho em hé&t. Anh khong
don thi em ciing cha don dau.”

“May phai don.”

“Em khong don.”

“Thé tao s€ don may day.”

“Aidal!”

Hai thﬁng nho xdp lai ddu vat mot tran ac liét. Ted budc phai lui lai, x0
vao céi ban nha b&p lam rung rinh mot cdi t6 dwng ma’y qua trieng mdt cach
dang ngai.

“Thdi, ra khdi b&p ngay!” ba Ramsay kéu 1én. Ba day hai thing nhd ra
khoi bé&p, dong ctra lai roi bit dau bd may cdi lon vao ti va quét sach
nhirng manh str.

‘Hai ngay ntra,” ba nghi, ‘roi ching s€ tré lai truong hoc.” Mot y twdng
vui thich bi€t bao, tuyét voii bi€t bao voi mot ngwoi me!

Ba mo h'd nh¢ lai nhin xét ddc dia nao d6 cia mdt ngwoi phu trach cot
bao chuyén dé phu nt. Chi ¢ sdu ngay hanh phiic trong ndm doi voi mot
ngwoi dan ba. Nhirng ngay dau tién va cudi cuing cua ky nghi he.

Ping qué chwng, ba nghi trong lic don dep sach sé cac phéan an budi toi
ma ba da phuc vu tan tinh. That vui thich biét bao, thit sung swdng dwong
nao khi chio d6n hai thdng con tré vé nha vira diing nim twan trede! Con
bay gio thi sao? “Ngay kia,” ba tw lap lai v&i chinh minh, “ngay kia Bill va
Ted s€ trd lai trrong. Minh hau nhw khong tin n6i. S6t rudt qua chung!”

That tuyét voi bi€t bao khi ba don ching & nha ga cach ddy nam tuén.
Budi don mwng that triu mén va huyén ndo! Cai cach ching voi vang di

khip nha va vieon. Mot cdi banh ngot dic biét ba nwéng d€ ding bira x&.



Con bay gio — ba dang trong mong gi bay gio day? Mot ngay hoan toan
binh an. Khong phdi chuan bj nhirng bira an thinh soan, khong phai don dep
lién tay. Ba yéu mén hai thing con trai — ching 14 nhitrng thing bé ngoan,
khong ¢6 gi phai nghi ngo ca. Ba ty hao vé ching. Nhwng chiing ciing lam
ba kiét strc. Khau vi cfia chiing, sinh lyc cua ching, tiéng on ching gay ra.

Ngay lic d6 mot ti€ng kéu la khan khan vang Ién. Ba hoang hot quay
dau lai. Khong sao ca. Ching ra ngoai vweon thoi. Vay td't hon, ¢6 rad't nhiéu
chd cho chiing choi ngoai veon. Co 1€ chiing s& qui’y ray cdc lang giéng.
Ba cau mong ching s€ d€ cho bay me¢o cua ba Hemming dwoc yén than.
Phai thd nhin ring nhw th& khong phai vi 1 méo, ma b&i vi hang rio kém
gai vueon nha bd Hemming c6 th€ 1am rdch quén cfia chiing. Ba dwa mit
nhin lwét qua hop ctru thuwong d€ vira tam tay trén ti chén. Ching phai ba
lam"am 1én qua dang vé nhirng tai nan ty nhién cta thoi nién thi€u tran day
nang lwong. Trén thye t& diéu ba lwu y khong tranh khdi truedc tién la:
“Nay, cheamg phai me da bao cac con ca tram Tan roi, khong dwoc d€ chay
méu trong phong khéch! Ct vao thing nha b&p ma chdy méu, & d6 me c6
the’ lau chui tA'm 16t san nha.”

Mot ti€ng thét kinh h'on te bén ngoai hinh nhw bj dirt quang gitra chung,
ti€p theo d6 1a mot sy im ling twdng chirng vo tdn khi€n ba Ramsay cam
gidc diéu gi dé thyc sy kinh hodng giat nay 1én trong I'6ng nguc. Qua that
sir im ling do ra't khong ty nhién. Ba ding stng, tay van ¢Am d6 hot réc
chira nhirng manh stt. Ctra nha b&p md ra va Bill deng d6. Vé héao hirc bat
thudng hién 1én trén khudn mit thing nhd muwdi mot tudi.

“Me i, c6 mot thanh tra canh sat d&€n day, va mot ong khac di cung dng
Xy

Ba me thd phao nhe nhom. “Oi, 6ng &y mudn gi vay ha con?”



“Ong &%y hdi me, nhung con nghi chic hin lién quan dé€n an mang, vu an
bén nha c6 Pebmarsh hom qua d6.”

“Me cha hi€u vi sao 0ng ta lai d€n va mudn giap me,” giong ba Ramsay
hoi buec tirc.

Cudc doi ding 1a hét chuyén nay lai d€n chuyén khac, ba nghi. Lam sao
di 18y khoai tdy d€ nd'u mon thit hAm day khi ma thanh tra lai dé€n vao gio
bat tién nay?

“Thoi dwge,” ba thé dai. “Tot hon hét 1a nén gap.”

Ba trit hét nhitng manh st v& vao thiing rac bén dwdi bon rira chén, mé
vOi nwde rira tay, vudt téc roi chuah bi di theo thing con dang sdt rudt néi:
“Nao, di nao, me!”

Ba Ramsay cing v&i thang Bill dang theo siat mot bén di vio phong
khach. Hai ngwoi dan 6ng dang dirng d6. Ted, dira con trai nhd tudi hon cla
ba dang ding v&i ho, nhin chdm chip hai ngwoi bing d6i mit xoe tron
nguong mo.

“Ba Ramsay phai khong a?”

“Xin chao.”

“T6i hy vong hai chang trai tré nay da ndi cho ba bi€t t6i la thanh tra
Hardcastle r'6i phai khong a?”

“Rat bat ti€n,” ba Ramsay ndi. “Buoi sdng nay ra't ba't tién. Toi dang rat
ban. C6 ma't nhiéu thoi gian hay khong?”

“Hau nhur khong mat thoi gian,” thanh tra Hardcastle cam doan. “Ching
toi ¢6 the€ ng'6i khong a?”

“A vang, ng'0i, ng'di di!”

Cht nha ng'6i thaalng lwng trén mot cdi ghé’, nhin ho lom lom v&i vé néng



10ong sOt rudt. Ba nghi ngd cdi chuyén hau nhw ching mat thoi gian nay.

“Hai chau khong ¢an & lai dau,” Hardcastle vui vé néi v&i hai thﬁng nho.

“Bon chau khong di dau,” thing anh néi.

“Bon chau khong di dau,” thing em 13p lai nhe mot tiéng vang.

“Bon chau mudn nghe hét,” Bill lai néi.

“Pung thé"day,” Ted phu hoa.

“Cé6 nhiéu mdu khong, hé 6ng?” thang anh héi.

“Cé phai 12 mot tén trom dot nhap vio nha khong a?” thing em hoi tiép.

Me chiing bido: “Im di ndo, hai thing! Cdc con khdng nghe 6ng
Hardcastle day n6i khong mudn céac con ¢ trong nay sao?”

“Khong chiu dau. Bon con mudn nghe,” Bill phan doi.

Hardcastle di t&i cira va mé ra. Ong nhin hai thing nhd. “Ra,” 6ng bao.

Chi mot tir khé thot ra thoi, nhung ding sau d6 c6 mot uy lwe. Khong
con 1am "Am 7 nira, ca hai thing nhd dirng 1én, 1& hai chan roi khodi phong.

‘That tuyét,” ba Ramsay tham nghi, hét strc than phuc. ‘Sao minh lai
khong thé€ lam dwoe nhw thé chi?’

Nhung ma, ba trAim ngidm suy nghi, ba 13 me cfia hai thing bé, va nghe
ngwoi ta néi méi biét khi ra ngoai ching cw x& mdt cach hoan toan khac
hin ldc & nha. Cdc ba me ldc nao cling 1anh dd nhwng diéu toi t& nhat.
Nhwng ¢6 1€ danh chiu vay théi, ba nghi thé¢. C6 nhirtng dra con ngoan
ngodn 1€ phép ludn leamg ling 18ng nghe lic & nha, nhwng khi ra dwong lai 13
nhitng thing ranh con du con chuyén gy nhitng diéu ti€ng khong hay cho
chinh ching né. Thé  thi lai con t6i t€ hon — ddng, con toi t€ hon nwra. Ba
nh¢ lai diéu minh da dwgc yéu céu, lic 6ng thanh tra quay tré lai va ng'oi

xudng.



“Néu la chuyén da xay ra & nha s6" 19 hom qua,” ba néi v&i vé cing
thang, “tht tinh i ching thd'y ba't ct diéu gi c6 thé néi cho dng biét, dng
thanh tra a. Toi ching biét gi vé chuyén &y dau. Tham chi t0i ching hé d&'y
d&n nhirng ngwoi dang sdng trong d6.”

“Nha &y la noi c6 Pebmarsh sinh sdng. Ba &y bi mu va lam viéc & Vién
Aaronberg.”

“A, ti hi€u. Tdi e ring minh h4u nhw cha biét bat cit ai & doan dwdng
Crescent phia dwdi.”

“HOm qua, ba ¢6 & nha khoang tor mwoi hai gio redi dén ba gior
khong?”

“A c6 chtx. Toi phai nd'u &n. Tuy nhién toi da ra ngoai trede ba gicr. Toi
dan hai thang bé di xem phim.”

Thanh tra rdt tir trong tdi ra birc anh va trao cho ba. “Téi mudn ba cho
biét tredc gio’ ¢6 tirng gdp ngwoi nay hay chwa?”

Ba Ramsay nhin t&m hinh hoii ho hirng.

“Khong, khong, tdi khong nghi thé”. Toi khong chic minh c¢é nhé ra da
trng gap Ong ta hay chwa.”

“Ong ta khong c6 dén nha nay nhan dip nao dd'y — d€ ga ban bao hiém
cho ba hay ba't ctr gi dai loai nhw thé” ch?”

Ba Ramsay 1ic d4u qua quyét hon.

“Khong. Khong, chic chin ong ta khdng c6 d&n.”

“Chiing t6i c6 mot s& 1y do d€ tin tén 6ng Ay 1a Curry. Ong R. Curry.”

Hardcastle nhin ba ¢6 y do hdi. Ba Ramsay lai 1ic dau. “T6i e ring minh
that sy khong c¢6 thi gio’ d€ nhin tha’y hodc Ivu y dén bat c diéu gi sudt ky

nghi he,” ba néi v&i vé xin 16i.



“M0ot ky nghi ban ron, phai khong a?” thanh tra héi. “Ba c6 hai cdu con
trai that tuyét. Py strc s6ng va khi thé. Nhwng déi khi khi thé” &'y hoi qua
murc, ding khong?”

Ba Ramsay mim cwoi xac nhan.

“Vang, lam to6i hoi mét, nhung ching that sy 13 hai thing bé ri't ngoan.”

“Chéc chin r'6i,” thanh tra néi. “Nhirng anh chang ra't tuyét, ca hai ciu.
C6 th€ ndi ra't thong minh. Toi s€ ndi doi loi voi cac cdu trwede khi di, néu
ba khong phién. Ddi khi cic cdu bé d€'y nhirng di€u khong c6 ai khac trong
nha d€'y dén.”

“That tinh t6i chging hi€u lam sao ching c6 th€ d€' y dén diéu gi chir. C6
phai ching t6i & k& bén nhau hay gi gi d6 dau.”

“Nhwng vwron hai nha tra leng vao nhau co' ma.”

“Diing vdy,” ba Ramsay dong y. “Nhung vin hoan toan cdch biét vdi
nhau.”

“Ba c6 bi€t ba Hemming & nha s& 20 khong?”

“A, toi c6 biét, vi ma’y con meo v chuyén nay chuyén no niva.”

“Ba thich meo sao?”

“O khong, khong phai the. Y t6i mudn néi thuwong 13 nhitng 161 than
phién.”

“A, toi hi€u. Than phién, vé chuyén gi th&?”

Ba Ramsay dé mat.

“Van dé ric roi 12,” ba néi, “khi nudi meéo cdi ki€ d6 — c6 d&n mudi
bdn con — ngwoi ta tré nén tuyét d6i u mé vi ching. Con ra't nhiéu chuyén
vo van ntra. Toi thich meo. Nha ching t6i tredrc ddy cling ¢ nubdi mot con

meo khoang. Bit chuot ciing gidi 1dm. Nhung toan bd chuyén Am 1 ngudi



dan ba d6 da lam, ndu thirc dn didc biét — hau nhw khdng bao gio’ cho
nhirng con vat dang thwong ra ngoai d€ c6 cudc s6ng cda riéng minh. Di
nhién ching van ludn tim cdch bd tron. Tdi s€ 1am vAy néu 12 mot con trong
bAy meéo &y. Con hai thang bé clia toi that sy ri't ngoan, chaalng bao gio’ hanh
ha méo nao bang bt cir cich nao. Piéu toi néi day 1a loai meo ludn ludn cb
the’ ty cham séc ra't tot. Ching la nhirtng con vat rd't nhay cam, loai meo 2y,
khi ching dwoc d6i xi& mot cach tinh t&.”

“Ba no61 dung hét,” thanh tra noi. “Ch4c han ba c6 mot cudc sOng ban
ron, phai lo cho hai ciu con trai cia ba dwoc vui vé va no da su6t ky nghi
he. Bao gio’ cac cu tré lai treong?”

“Ngay kia.”

“Hy vong lic &y ba s€ dwoc nghi ngoi thodi mai.”

“T6i dinh s€ ty thwdng cho minh mot thoi gian that sy nhan nha,” ba
Ramsay noi.

Chang thanh nién nay gio lzamg lang ghi ghi chép chép, chot cat ti€ng
khi€n ba hoi giat minh.

“Ba phai thué mdt trong s nhtrng cd gdi ngoai quoc ay. Au pair, chéng
phai ho goi nhw thé sao, d&€n lam nhirng viéc 1dt vit & day de’ doi lai viéc
hoc ti€ng Anh.”

“T6i cho rang minh c6 th€ 1am vAy,” ba Ramsay néi, “mic di suy xét
cho k¥, t6i luén cam thay thué ngwdi nwde ngodi cé 1& khé. Ong xa t6i
thwong cwoi nhao tdi. Nhung di nhién 6ng &y bi€t nhiéu hon t6i. To6i di du
lich nwéc ngoai khéng nhiéu bang éng 4y.”

“Bay gior 6ng &y da di r'oi, phai khong a?” thanh tra hoi.

“Vang — 6ng Ay phai di Thuy Pién du thing 8. Ong Ay 1a k¥ sw xay



dung. Pang tiéc 12 phai di ngay lic d6 — ciing 13 dau ky nghi he. Ong 4y
ra’t tot voi cdc con. That sy thich choi tau dién con hon ca hai th?mg bé
nira. Doi khi cdc tuyén dwdng, sin ga diéu hanh va moi thtt di thing qua
sanh r'o6i vao phong khéc. That khé tranh khdi nga nhao 1én chiing.” Ba lic
dau. “ban 6ng tré con theé” d6,” ba n6éi mot cach khoan dung.

“Ba nghi bao gio dng &'y mai tré vé, ba Ramsay?”

“Toi chéng bao gior bi€t dwore.” Ba thd dai. “Viéc d6 that kha — kho
néi.” Co ti€ng run run trong giong ndi cla ba.

Colin nhin ba soi moi.

“Chung t6i khong nén lam ma't thi gio’ clia ba thém nira, ba Ramsay a.”

Thanh tra Hardcastle dirng day.

“C0 1€ cdc clu bé cua ba s€ cho ching t6i xem khu vweon?”

Bill va Ted dang doi trong sanh, nghe goi ¥ Iién nhao vao bén trong
ngay lap tiec.

“T4't nhién ro6i,” Bill ¢6 vé hdi 18i, “vwon nay khong rong 18m dau a.”

Hin dd c6 d6i chit c& gdng nho nhd d€ gitt cho vuon nha s§ 62,
Wilbraham Crescent dwoc twong d61 gon gang, trat tw. Mot bén c6 hang rao
hoa thwoc dwore va cic Michaelmas lam ranh gi¢i. R6i t&i mét bai ¢c6 nhod
dwoc cit xén hoi 1dm chédm. C4c 18 mon ra't ¢an dwoe gidy cd, cdc md
hinh mdy bay, sing vii tru va cdc vat tiéu bi€u khac ctia khoa hoc hién dai
nam rai rac khip noi, trong c6 vé hoi mon cii, nhéch nhac. Cudi vuon cd
mot cdy tdo v&i nhitng trai mong dd trong that thich méit. K& d6 12 mot cay
1€.

“Po6 kia,” Ted chi khodng trong gitra cdy tdo va cay 1€, qua dé phia sau

nha cd Pebmarsh 16 ra that r6 rang. “D6 la nha s6” 19, noi xay ra 4n mang.”



“C6 th€ nhin that rd ng6i nha &y, phai khong?” thanh tra héi. “Con rd
rang hon ntra néu nhin tw ctra sO trén Tau?”

“Piing vay,” thing anh dap. “Gid nhw hom qua bon chéu tr trén d6é ngé
ra, cO 1€ da nhin th@y gi d6 roi. Nhueng ma khong duorce.”

“Bon chau liic &y dang & trong rap chi&u phim,” thing em néi & hon.

“Cé dau van tay khong a?” Bill hi.

“Ciing c¢6 nhuwng khong hiru ich 1dm. Hém qua cdc chdu cé ra vuon
khong?”

“Cé chir a, ra r'oi lai vao,” thing anh ddp. “Sudt ca budi sdng, tuy vdy
bon chiu chealng nghe thdy gi, cling chaalng nhin thay gi cd.”

“Gid nhw bon chéau ra veeon budi chiéu, ¢6 1€ da nghe ti€ng la hét r'oi,”
thiang em c6 vé dim chiéu suy nghi. “Da c6 nhitng tiehg la hét ghé ron.”

“Céac cdu cb biét, c6 gidp cd Pebmarsh, ba chi ngdi nha &y lan nao
khong?”

Hai thing nhd nhin nhau r'6i gat dau.

“Ba ta bi mu,” Ted ndi, “nhung c6 th€’ di quanh vieon ma cha sao ca.
Khong c¢an phai quor gdy hay bat c thir gi d€ budc di. C6 Tan ba da ném
tra bon chdu trdi banh. Ba &Yy that tt t& khi lam vay.”

“HOm qua cac cau hoan toan khong thd’y ba ta sao?”

Hai thang nh lic dau.

“Bon chdu thwong khong thdy ba &y vao budbi sang. Ba ta ludn ra
ngoai,” Bill gidi thich. “Ba thwong ra vieon sau bira x&.”

Colin khao sdt dwong 6ng dan nwdc tedi ndi véi mot voi nwde trong
nha. N6 chay doc theo 161 mon trong veeon roi dwoc dit xudng & goc veon

gan cay leé.



“Chwa ting thd'y cdy 1€ ma cling ¢an tudi nwdc,” Colin nhan xét.

“A, viéc nay...” thing anh c6 vé hoi bdi rdi.

“Mit khdc, n&u tréo 1én cdy 4y,” Colin nhin ca hai thing nhd, bit chot
cwoi nhidn nhé, “hai dira ¢6 th€ 18y duwoc it nwdce that tuyét trong 6ng d€
choi diia vori mot con meo, phai khong nao?”

Ca hai thdng nhd vira bdi 181 14y chan d4 sdi vira nhin vé moi hudng
khac chtr khong dam ngé Colin.

“Hai dra da lam vay, phai khong?” Colin hoi.

“A, dau ¢c6 lam ching dau dau a. Pau c¢6 phai,” Bill lam ra vé dao dirc,
“nhw bin n4 diy thun dau a.”

“T6i cho rang c6 ldc hai dita vin quen diing né cao su.”

“Khong hin the’,” Ted dép lai. “Bon chdu hau nhw chéng bén trung ba't
clr cai gi.”

“A nay, thinh thodng hai dita c¢6 vui choi mét chit véi cdi voi nwdre ay,”
Colin ndi, “ro1 sau dé6 ba Hemming xud't hién va than phién khong?”

“Ba ta luc nao ma chflng than phién,” thang anh dap.

“C06 bao gio’ chui qua hang rao nha ba &y hay khéng?”’

“Khong phai qua ludi kém gai & ddy dau a,” thing em ddp mot cach hé
hénh.

“Nhung c6 lic hai dira chui vao veeon nha ba ta, ding khéng? Lam céch
nao ha?”

“Ong ¢6 th€ chui qua hang raio — vio trong vuedn nha cd Pebmarsh. Sau
d6 xubi vé bén phai mot chit, dng c6 the day hang rao ciy chui vao veon
nha bad Hemming. O’ d6, ludi kém gai ¢6 mot 16 hong.”

“May khong ngam miéng lai dwoc hd, @6 ngu?” thiang anh nat thing em.



“Chéc 12 c4c cdu d3 c6 mot cude di sin manh mdi nho nhd tit lic xdy ra
an mang?” Hardcastle hoi ching.

Hai thang nhd dwa mét nhin nhau.

“Khi cac cau di xem phim vé va nghe k& chuyén da xay ra, td6i dam ca
cac cdu da chui qua hang rao vao vwon nha sd 19 va da vui swéng nhin
quanh nhin quat.”

“A...” Bill im bit ¢6 v& canh giéc.

“Van ludn c6 khad ning,” Hardcastle n6i mot cdch nghiém tic, “céc clu
c6 th€ tim thdy cai gi dd'y ma chidng t6i da bd s6t. Néu cac ciu ¢c6 — o—
mot b swru tap, toi s€ hét strc biét o'n né€u céc ciu cho tdi xem.”

Thing anh di d&n quyét dinh: “Pi 1dYy di, Ted!”

Thang em ngoan ngoan chay di.

“E ring bon chdu chaalng tim dwoc cai gi thye sy ¢6 gia tri,” Bill thuwa
nhan. “Bon chdu chi... chi 12 gid bd ma thdi.” N6 lo 1ing nhin Hardcastle.

“T6i hi€u ma,” ong thanh tra néi. “Hau hé€t cong viéc cua canh sat déu
nhu thé”. Tha't vong ra't nhi€u.”

Bill c6 vé yén tam.

Ted da chay tré lai. N6 dwa ra mot cdi khin tay do’ ban duoc budc thit
nit lai, bén trong kéu 1éng xéng. Hardcastle mé thét nit, hai thing nhd
ding & hai bén, r6i dng trai ra nhirng thir boc trong do.

C6 cdi quai roi khdi mot chén tdch, mdt manh st trang tri hinh liéu a,
mot cai bay thg né bi gay, mdt céi nia ri sét, mdt dong ti€n, mot cai kep
quAn 4o, mot mi€ng thlly tinh nhd xfu éng 4nh nhiéu mau sic va nia cay
kéo.

“Ca mot 16 mot 16¢ toan nhirng moén thu vi,” thanh tra néi that trang



nghiém.

Ong nhin vé nhiét tinh trén hai gwong mit tré tho' ma tdi nghiép, va éng
nhdt manh thuy tinh 1én.

“T6i 18y cdi nay. C6 th€ né ¢6 kha nang lién quan dén diéu gi day.”

Colin da cam dong tién 1€n va dang xem xét.

“Khong phai tién Anh,” Ted néi.

“Puing. Khong phdi tién ciia nwdc Anh,” Colin ndi.

Anh nhin sang Hardcastle. “Chung ta c¢6 th€' 18’y ca cai nay,” anh goi y.

“Purng néi mdt 1oi nao vE chuyén nay véi ba't ky ai nhé,” Hardcastle néi
theo ki€u cach cua nhirng ké dong muu.

Hai thing bé sung swéng hira sé khong néi gi.



CHUONG 11

“Ong Ramsay,” Colin néi v&i vé ddm chiéu tw .

“Ong ta thi sao?”

“Tbi thich cdi tén nghe hay hay, chi vay thdi. Ong ta thwong ra nuéce
ngoai — c vira bdo xong la di ngay. Ba vo néi 6ng ta 1a ky sw xay dung,
nhung hinh nhw chi bi€t vé 6ng ay cé vay thoi.”

“Ba ta 1a mot phu nwr ra't tuyét,” Hardcastle noi.

“Phdi — va khdng hanh phic 1im.”

“Mét moi, chi thé” thoi. Tré con thwong 1am cho ta mét moi.”

“Td1 nght con hon vay nra.”

“Chéc chin hang ngwdi cAu mudn tim khong dwoc mang ganh niing gia
dinh mot vo hai con,” Hardcastle néi vé hoai nghi.

“Ong anh cheamg bao gio* biét dwoc dau,” Colin ddp. “Ong anh s& ngac
nhién v&i sy nguy trang clia may thang gidn diép. Mot ba géa c¢6 cude song
khé khin v&i hai dia con nit s& s&n 1ong chju chdp nhan.”

“T6i cr twdng ba ta khong phai hang ngwoi 4y ch,” Hardcastle ra vé
nghiém nghi.

“Toi khong ¢6 ¥y néi 1a song trong tdi 16i, dng anh thidn mén cha toi a.



T6i mudn ndi ba ta bang 1ong 1am ba Ramsay va tao mot cdi nén. Di nhién
ong Ay thueong bja chuyén, khong cho biét rd minh 1am cdi quéi gi. Ong ta
dang choi cdi tro gidn diép, tirc 1a cling phe ta. Chi 1a yéu nwdre the thoi.”

Hardcastle 1ic dAu.

“Cac cau song trong mot thé” gidi that la ky, Colin a.”

“Vang, ddng 13 vdy d6. Ong anh biét khong, t6i nghi roi s& c6 ngay
minh phai roi bd né — ngudi ta bit dau quén di cdi gi 12 cdi gi va ai 13 ai.
Phéan nira s6" ngwoi nay lam viéc cho ca hai bén va sau r6t chinh ho ciing
chealng biét minh that ra thudc vé bén nao ntra. Cac chuan muc 16n nhao hét.
— A ma théi — Ching ta hdy tiép tuc cong viéc.”

“T6t hon hét ching ta nén lam viéc v&i nha McNaughton,” Hardcastle
bdo, ding xe lai tred'c nha sd” 63. “Vwon nha ong nay ti€p gidp mot chut
voi s& nha 19 — ciing nhw nha Bland.”

“Ong anh biét gi vé nha McNaughton r6i?”

“Khong nhiéu — ho m&i dén diy cach nay do mdt nam. Mot cap doi
cao tudi — gido sw vé huu, tdi tin the. Ong &y 1am vwon.”

Trong khu veeon tredc nha ¢6 nhitng khom hoa h'dng, va mot tham hoa
ky phu lam day bén duéi cira sO.

Mot phu nit tré vui teoi mic 4o khodc ¢6 hoa vin twoi thim mé ctra cho
ho, va héi: “Cac 6ng mudn gi? — Gi a?”

Hardcastle 1am bam, “Cudi cung ¢6 ngwoi nwde ngoai gidp cho roi,” va
trao danh thi€p cho c6 ta.

“Canh sdt,” co6 gdi ndéi. C6 Iui lai ching vai budc, trd méat nhin
Hardcastle nhw th€ 6ng ta 1a ma quy hién hinh nguoi.

“Ba McNaughton dau?” Hardcastle hoi.



“Ba McNaughton dang & day.”

C6 din ho vao phong khach. Phong niy ngé ra vieon sau nha, trong ving
chealng cO ai.

“Ba trén Tau d6,” cd gai tré khong con vui twoi nra néi. Co di ra sanh,
cat tieng goi, “Ba McNaughton — Ba McNaughton!”

Mot giong ndi trr xa xam vong toi: “Nghe roi. Co chuyén gi vay,
Gretel?”

“C6 canh sat a — hai 6ng canh sat. Con cho may ong vd phong khach
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roi.

Nghe lodng thodng c6 tiéng chay gi'p gdp trén [u va ti€ng ai d6 néi “Oi,
troi oi. Oi, trovi o, gi niva day?” bong bénh trdéi xudng. R6i ¢6 tieng chan
bude 16p cOp va ngay sau dé ba chii nha di vao phong véi vé lo au hién 1én
trén khudn mit. Hardcastle suy dodn rat nhanh 13 ba ta thweong van cé nét
mdt lo qu qy.

“Oi, troi o71,” ba lai néi, “oi, troi oi. Thanh tra — gi diy — Hardcastle
— a vang.” Ba ta nhin td'm thi€p. “Nhwng tai sao ong mudn gap chung t61?
Ching t6i cha bi€t gi ca. T6i mudn ndi ¢6 1€ 1a vu an mang & day, phai
khong? T6i mudn ndi, khong phai 1a dang ky thué bao truyén hinh chir a?”

Thanh tra tran an ba vé di€m Y.

“Toan bd vu nay cé vé qua ky di, phai khong a?” Nét mat ba twoi tinh
hin 1én. “Lai con ngay tred'c hay sau gitra triea nira chir. BDé€n dodt nhap vao
nha trom cip gid dé that 1a ky qudi. Ping lic ngudi ta thwdng & nha.
Nhung ngay nay nguoi ta lai doc thay tin vé nhirng chuyén khing khiép
d6. Toan xdy ra gitra thanh thién bach nhit. Nay nhé, vai ngwoi ban cuia
chiing t6i — ho ra ngoai d€ an trwa, va mot chi€c xe tai chuyén chor 6 dac

noi tha't d6 lai roi mot 1i dan 6ng x6ng vao va khuén ra hét sach d6 dac 16n



bé. Ca phd déu trong thad'y nhung ta't nhi€n ho khdng h€ nghi ¢6 gi sai quay
ca. Ong biét khong, qua that tdi ¢ nghi t&i chuyén di nghe ai la hét hom
qua, nhuwng d6ng Angus lai bdo d6 1a hai thing bé nha ba Ramsay. Chiing
thwong x6ng vao vwon, giy ra nhirng ti€ng 0n ao nhw tau vii try, 6ng biét
do, tén Itra hay bom nguyén tiz. D6i ldc con lam ngwoi ta hoang s nira.”

Mot Tan ntra thanh tra lai dwa birc anh ra.

“Ba ¢6 bao gior gdp ngwoi dan 6ng nay chwa, ba McNaughton?”

Chii nha nhin bitc dnh chim chip nhw ngd'u nhw nghiéh.

“T6i gan nhu chic chin da tirng gip 6ng ta. Vang. Vang, toi hau nhu
chic chin. A, & dau the nhi? C6 phai d6 1a cdi 6ng dén hoi tdi c6 mudn
mua bd bach khoa tr di€n muwoi bén tdp hay khong? Hodc cé phai d6 la
ngwoi dan 6ng ban mdy hdt bui doi méi? Toi cha ¢ viéc gi v&i dng ta, nén
ong ta ra ngoai va 1am phién chong tdi trong vuon hoa ding truede. Ong
Angus dang trong mot s& cu nghé, 6ng bi€t d6, va khdng mudén cong viéc
bi gian doan, con Ong kia lai cr néi hoai n6i mai vé tac dung clia mén hang.
Ong biét cdi mdy chay 1én chay xudng cic birc man ra sao, lam sach céc
bac thém trudc ctra, cac bac thang, cac tdm dém va ca tong vé sinh mua
xudn nira. Moi thir, 6ng ta néi, tuyét ddi dd moi thir. Thé r'é6i chdng toi chi
ngwde nhin 6ng ta va bdo, ‘N6 ¢6 trong dwgre ci nghé khong?’ Phéi ndi 1a
toi khong nin cwoi dwore vi cau d6, nd khién Ong ta giat 1ui lai réi bé di mot
mach.”

“Va ba thyc sy nghi d6 1a nguoi dan 6ng trong birc anh nay?”’

“A khéng, thit tinh t6i khong nghi th&, vi d6 1a mot ngwdi dan ong tré
hon nhiéu, by gio t6i m&i nghi ra. Nhung dii sao di ni¥a tdi van nghi minh
tirng tha'y khudn mit nay trede day r'oi. Vang, cang nhin tdi cang chic chin

Ong ta da dén day va moi to6i mua céi gi d6.”



“Co6 1& 1a mua bao hi€m?”

“Khong, khong, khong phai bao hiem. Chong tdi tham gia di moi loai
hinh d6. Ching t6i dwgrc bdo hi€m day du vé moi mgt. Khong phai thé.
Nhuwng du sao di nira—vang, cang nhin tdm anh...”

Hardcastle kém hirng thd v&i chuyén nay hon 6ng twdng. Tw cédi kho
kinh nghiém cfia minh, 6ng cho ba McNaughton 1a mét phu nx thwong hay
bon chon lo ldng vi bi kich dong khi trong thay ai d6 lién can t&i 4n mang.
Cang nhin tA'm hinh lau hon, ba ta cang chic chin minh c6 th€ nhé ra ai d6
giong hét nhw vay.

Ong thé dai.

“Ong &y di 14i mot chiéc xe tai, toi tin 12 the’” ba McNaughton tiép tuc.
“Nhung t6i trong thd'y éng ta chinh xdc lic nao thi td6i khong nho dworc.
Mot xe ban banh mi, toi nghi vay.”

“HOom qua ba khdng gip ong &'y, phai khong ba McNaughton?”’

Mait ba cha nha hoi ching xudng. Ba vudt ngwoc mo téc pha't pho kha
bac mau ra khoi tran.

“Khong. Khong, khong phdi hom qua. it ra 1a...” ba tam dwng lai. “Toi
khong nghi thé”” R6i ba teoi tinh hon mot chit. “C6 1€ chdng toi s€ nho
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ra.
“Ong &Yy ¢6 & nha khong?”
“Qi, 6ng &y ¢ ngoai vuon.” Ba chi tay qua ctra s, mot ngwdi dan ong
c6 tuoi dang day mot cai xe cut kit doc theo 167 mon.
“P¢€ chung t6i s€ ra ngoai va néi chuyén voi dng dy.”
“Vang. Xin di 161 nay!”

Ba din dwong di qua moOt ctta hong va vao trong vwon. Ong



McNaughton dang m'6 hoi m6 ké dam dia.

“Quy Ong day tr co’ quan canh sat dén, Angus a,” vo' Ong ta néi nhuw
mudn hut hoi. “Pén vi vu an mang bén nha cd6 Pebmarsh. Cé mot birc anh
ho chup ngudi chét. Anh bigt khong, em chic chin di giip ong ta & dau dé.
Khong phéi ngwoi d6 phai khong, cdi 6ng da dén tuédn tredc va hdi chiing
minh ¢6 mén d6 ¢6 nao mudn ban khdong d6?”

“Xem nao,” dng chdng ndi. “Ctr ¢cAm no cho t6i xem di, dwgrc khong?”
ong bao Hardcastle. “Tay t6i dinh nhiéu da't qua khong thé€ dung vao ba't ctr
thtr gi.”

Ong ta nhin so’ qua r'6i nhan xét, “Ca doi toi chwa bao gior gdp thing cha
nay.”

“Léang giéng ctia 6ng bao toi la 6ng rad't say mé lam vwon,” thanh tra néi.

“Ai bdo 6ng th&” — khong phai 6ng Ramsay ch?”

“Khong phai. La 6ng Bland néi.”

Angus McNaughton khit mui.

“Ong Bland cha biét 1am vwdn nghia 1 gi. Uom trong cdy con, Ong ta
chi lam c6 thé théi. Cr trong xen vao thu hai dwong, phong It va cic
Lobeli ngoai ria. Cai ma tdi goi la lam viwon cheamg phéi the". The thi sOng
trong cdng vién di cho ro6i. Ong thanh tra c6 quan tAm dén céc ciy bui chiit
nao khong a? Ta't nhién bay gio khong phai thoi gian thich hgp trong nam,
nhung t6i ¢6 mot vai ciy bui & day s€ khi€n 6ng ngac nhién vi tdi c6 the
trong dwgec. Nhirng ciy bui ma ngwoi ta bao chi phat trién t6t & Devon va
Cornwall ma thoi.”

“T6i e minh khong the phat bi€u gi voi mdt nha lam veon dang hanh
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nghé,” Hardcastle noi.



McNaughton nhin 6ng ta y nhue mdt hoa si nhin ai d6 n6i minh khong
bi€t gi v€ my thuat nhwng lai ra't r6 minh thich cai gi.

“Tbi e rang phai dé cap d&n mot dé tai ra't kém thi vi,” Hardcastle néi.

“Tat nhién r'6i. Vu viéc nay hom qua. Téi dang & ngoai vwon, Ong biét
da’y, khi chuyén do6 xay ra.”

“That the" sao?”

“A, toi mudn ndi téi dang & day ldc c6 géi thét 1én.”

“Ong da lam gi?”

“A.” 6ng chi nha dap khd ling ting, “t6i cha 1am gi ca. Qua that tbi ci
twdng d6 12 may thdng cu tréi ddnh nha Ramsay &y. Liic ndo ciing kéu la
thét lac va gdy 6n ao.”

“Nhung chic chin tiéng thét nay khong dén tir huéng d6?”

“Thi ddng 14 khong, néu nhw hai thang cu trdi d4nh kia van con & trong
veon nha ching. Nhung ching thweong khong nhw thé’, 6ng biét d6. Ching
chui qua hang rao va bo gidu nha ngudi ta. Ching dudi bat 1ii méo khon
khd nha ba Hemming khip noi. Cha c6 ai kiém ché chiing c3, rdc 167 12 &
do6. Me chung thi mém y&u nhw sén 2y.”

“Ong Ramsay ra nwdc ngoai ra't nhiéu, tdi nghe néi the.”

“Ky sw xay dwng, hinh nhw vay,” McNaughton néi c6 vé mo h'é6 khdng
chic 14m. “Ludn bd di dau d6. Cdc ddp nudc, dng biét ma. T6i mudn néi
nhirng cdng viéc ¢6 lién quan tdi xdy deng dap nwdce, hodc cac dwong 6ng
din d4u khi hay cdi gi dai loai nhw th&". Thyc sy t6i khong biét r5. Ong Ay
phai di Thuy Dién cach diy mdt thang, vira bdo la di ngay. Thé 1a bd lai me
hai thdng cu v&i rdt nhiéu viéc phai lam — niu #n va viéc nha va diéu d6

— A —-t&'t nhién 13 hai thdng nhéc tré nén hoang da. Cheamg phéi ching hw



domn, xin 6ng lwu y cho, nhung chiing can cé ky luat.”

“Chinh 6ng khong thdy ba't ct diéu gi — td6i mudn ndi la ngoai viéc
nghe thdy ti€ng thét? A nay, nghe thay lic nio thé nhi?”

“Khong biét. T6i luén c&i d6ng h'd deo tay trwede khi ra day. Ba d€ voi
nwdc lam wét né hdm no, nén sau dé phai mat cong dem di sira. Em o1, ldc
d6 may gio vy em? Em nghe tha’y, phai khong?”

“C6 1€ 1a hai gior redi — it nhat nra gio' sau khi ching t6i dn trwa
xong.”

“Tbi hi€u. Ong ba thudng dung bira trrra lic may gio?”

“Mot gior redi,” ong McNaughton dap, “néu chiing t6i gdp may. C6 gai
ngudi Pan Mach gitip viée cho ching i vo ¥ vo tit, ching chiu xem gid
xem gid'c gi ca.”

“Va sau d6 — 6ng ba c¢6 thwong ngt trwea khong?”

“Thinh thoang th6i. Hom nay t6i da khong ngt. T6i mudn ti€p tuc cong
viéc dang lam d¢&. Téi dang don dep nhiéu thir, cho thém vao ddng phan
tron. Thé th6i.”

“That tuyét voi, mot d6ng phan tron,” thanh tra Hardcastle néi v&i thai
do nghiém tic.

Ong McNaughton twoi tinh 1én ngay 1ap tic: “Tuyét d61 ding. Cha c6 gi
bang phan tron ci. A! S& nguwdi toi da 1am d6i y cling nhidu. Cir diing toan
1a phan héa hoc! Ty sat! P& tdi cho 6ng xem nhé!”

Ong ta hing hdi ¢Am tay Hardcastle 16i di, va vira ddy cdi xe ciit kit vira
di doc theo 167 mon t&i tdn ngoai ria hang rao phan cach vweon nha 6ng véi
veon nha s6 19. Pugc nhitng khém t& dinh hwong che gidu, ddng phéan

tron da bj doi chd. Nha lam vwon day xe cut kit t&i mot céi 1dn nhd bén



canh. Bén trong 14n nhitng cong cu dwoc x&p dit that ngin nip.
“Ong gin gitr moi thtr that sach s& gon ghé nhi,” Hardcastle nhan xét.
“Phai cham s6c @0 nghé ctia minh chix,” McNaughton noi.
Thanh tra ddm chi€u nhin sang nha s& 19. Bén kia hang rao la mot gian
hoa h'dng din t&i tn sat hong nha.
“Ong khéng trong thay ai & trong vuedn nha s§ 19 hay nhin ra cira s&
hodc ba't cr diéu gi nhw thé lic 6ng dang & bén dong phéan trén ctia minh?”
McNaughton Iic du.

“Hoan toan khong thdy gi cd. Rat ti€c khong giip dwoc 6ng, thanh tra

a.”
“Anh bi€t khong, Angus,” vor 6ng ndi. “Em tin minh c6 thdy mot bong

dang 1én Iut 1an tranh trong khu veon &y.”

“Anh khong nghi em da thdy dau, em a,” chdng ba t6 ra ki€n quyét.
“Anh cling chfmg thay.”

Khi da tré ra va 1én xe roi, Hardcastle lau bau: “Ngwoi dan ba &y ¢ n6i
la da thd'y moi chuyén.”

“Ong anh khong nghi ba ta nhan ra ngudi trong tim anh hay sao?”

Thanh tra 1ic dau. “T6i nghi ngo diéu Ay. Ba ta chi mudn nghi 1a da
thay hin. T6i biét nhan ching c4i ki€u nay qua ma. Khi tdi budc ba ta phai
xac nhan, ba ta khong the’ k€ lai ro rang ranh mach, ding khong?”

“Dung vay.”

“Di nhién ba ta c6 th€ ng'6i di dién v&i hin trén xe buyt, hay céi gi day.
T6i d€ cho cAu nghi th€¢. Nhung n€u c4u hdi t6i, thi dd’y 12 1an 160n mdng va
thyc. Ciu nghi sao?”

“T61 cing nghi y nhw vay.”



“Chung ta chflng dat dwoc gi,” thanh tra thd dai. “Di nhién c6 nhirng
diéu dwong nhw ky quai. Chgng han, hau nhr khong thé nao ba Hemming
— dau ¢6 chim chdm 1i meéo d&n mitc nao di nta — lai biét qud it vé
ngwoi lang giéng Pebmarsh cia minh. Va con ntra, chuyén gi ba ta cling
khong chic chin va ch?ing quan tam dén 4n mang.”

“Ba &y la hang phu ni¥ hi€u bi€t lo mo r'6i.”

“Ngo’ nghéch!” Hardcastle néi. “Khi cdu gdp m6t mu dan ba ngo nghéch
— 2, hda hoan, trdm cwdp va 4n mang dién ra xung quanh ho, nhung ho
ching them d&y dén.”

“Ba Ay dwoe tA't cd nhitng ludi kém gai che chin that k¥, va bui cay thoi
n* hoang Victoria 8y ngan tré khong cho ta mé rdng tam nhin.”

Ho vé t&i d6n canh sat. Hardcastle toét miéng cwoi v&i ban va noi:
“Nay, trung si Lamb, bay gic t6i ¢6 th€ d€ cau th6i lam nhiém vu.”

“Khong con viéng thdm nha ai ntra sao?”

“Khong phai ngay bay gio. Toi con phai d€n mo6t nha nira, nhung toi
khong dinh ra cau di cung.”

“A, cdm on 6ng anh vé budi sing nay. C6 th€ cho ddnh mdy cdc ghi
chép cia to6i hay khong?” Colin trao tip gidy. “Ong anh néi ngdy mét s& 1a
buoi so’ tham chinh thirc, phai khong? May gio ha?”

“Muoi mot gio.”

“Puore, toi s€ quay lai de€ tham dy.”

“Cau s€ di dau d6 v?”

“Mai toi phai di London d€ cap nhat bao cdo.”

“T6i c6 theé’ doan cau di gap ai ro6i.”

“Ong anh khong dodn duwoc dau.”



Hardcastle cwoi toe toét.

“Nhén gidp v&i ong trai gia Ay tdi yéu ong Ay 1dm!”

“Ciing c6 the’toi sé di gdp mot chuyén gia,” Colin ndi.

“Chuyén gia a? D& lam gi? C4u c6 gi khong on sao?”

“Khong ¢6 gi hét — trir cdm giac u dm nidng né. T6i khong mudn ndi ra
loai chuyén gia d6 dau. M6t nguoi cung chién tuyén véi 6ng anh.”

“Scotland Yard a?”

“Khong phai. Mot tham ti tw—ban cua ba tdi, va cling 1a ban cua t6i. Vu
viéc qudi dan nay cia 6ng anh s€ dén tai dng 'y ngay thdi, ong ay s€ yéu
thich né6 — s& lam cho ong phan chan 1€n. T6i nghi 6ng &y can phan chamn
1én.”

“Ong ta tén gi?”

“Hercule Poirot.”

“T6i c6 nghe ndi vé 6ng &y. Cr twedng Ong &y chét roi chi.”

“Chuwa ché&t. Nhung tdi ¢6 cdm gidc dng budn chan 14m. Nhuwr vay con té
hai hon.”

Hardcastle to mo nhin Colin.

“Cau la mot anh chang ky khéi. C6 nhirng ngwoi ban that la doi.”

“Bao gom ca 6ng anh nira,” Colin cuoi toe.



CHUONG 12

Sau khi cho Colin di ro6i, thanh tra Hardcastle nhin dia chi dwoc viét ro nét
trong quyén sO ctia minh va git dau. Sau d6 6ng dit quyén sO tr¢ vao trong
tdi va bat dau gidi quyét nhitng van dé thwdng nhat di chat thanh dong
trén ban gia'y.

Vé&i éng d6 1a mot ngay ban ron. Ong bio ngudi di 18y ca phé va
sandwich, nhan cic bdo cdo cda trung si Cray — chéng c6 chi dau htru ich
nao xud’t hién ca. Ching c6 ai & nha ga xe Itra hay xe buyt nhan dién dwoc
blrc anh cua 6ng Curry. Cic bdo cdo ciia phong thi nghiém vé y phuc thém
vao mdt con s6 khong. B com-1€ ctia 6ng ta do mot tho' may lanh nghé
lam nén, nhwng nhan hiéu tiém may da bi go bd. Phai chang 6ng Curry c6
tinh mudn gidu tén? Hay d6 1a mong mudn cia ké gi€t ong. Cac chi ti€t
nha khoa da dwoc chuyén toi bd phan thich hop va c¢é 1€ 1a nhirng chi dau
htru ich nha't — cén it thoi gian — nhung cudi cung dat dwoc két qua. Tat
nhién tri treong hop ong Curry 1a nguoi nwde ngoai? Thanh tra xem xét
gid thuyét dé. C6 th€ c6 kha nang ngwoi chét 1a nguwoi Phap — tuy nhién y
phuc ctia 0ng ta ro6 rang khong phai cua Phap.

Ch:%lng ¢ nhan hi€u tiém giat ui nao d€ giip ich cho viéc di€u tra. Thanh

tra khong hé nan chi. Nhan dang 1a mot viéc thwong chdm chap, nhwng



cudi cung ludn ludn loi ra ai d6. Mot chu tiém giat ai, nha si, bac si, mot ba
cht nha tro. Anh ngudi chét sé duoc chuyén t&i cdc ddn canh sat, sé dwoce
dang lai trén cdc nhit bdo. Sm mudn gi r'oi cling biét dwore nhan than
chinh xéc ctia 6ng Curry.

Trong khi cho doi con ¢6 18m viéc khdc phadi 1am, khong phai chi c6 vu
an Curry nay. Hardcastle 1am viéc khong nghi gidi lao mai t&i ndm gio
redi. Ong nhin dong h'6 deo tay va quyét dinh dd dén ding ldc phéi goi cu
dién thoai 6ng mudn goi.

Theo bdo cdo cta trung si Cray thi Sheila Webb da tr¢ lai Phong
Cavendish. Lic nam gior ¢6 sé lam viéc sudt v&i Gido sw Purdy & Khach
san Curlew va khong thé€ nao roi khdi d6, mai ra't 1au sau sdu gio méi dwoe
VeE.

D& xem lai tén ba di l1a gi? Lawton — ba Lawton. S6" 14, dwong
Palmerston. Thay vi di xe canh sat, 6ng di bo trén quing dwdng ngén.

Palmerston 1la mot con dwong u 4m ma, nguoi ta ndi, teng noi ti€ng voi
nhirng ngay thang tdt dep hon. Thanh tra lvu y nha ctra dd@ dwoec chinh
trang chll y&u thanh cac can h6 va nha nhd. Khi éng ré & géc dwong, mot
cd gai di trén I€ t&i gan 6ng v&i vé ngan ngw. Trong dau dang ban ron,
thanh tra thodng c6 y nghi ¢6 gai dinh hdi minh dwong dén noi nao d6. Tuy
nhién, n€u la vay, hin ¢6 gdi dd d6i y va lai tiép tuc di ngang qua 6ng. Ong
thic méc ch?ing hi€u vi sao y twdng vé doi giay lai dot ngdt ndy ra trong
dau ong. Poi giay... Khong, mot chi€c giay. Gwong mat co gai ong thady
hoi quen quen. La ai vy nhi — mdt nguoi nao d6 6ng mdi gap gan day...
Co 1€ cb ta da nhan ra 6ng va dinh néi voi dng ching?

Ong ding mét 14t, quay lai nhin theo c6. Gio ddy c6 dang budc rat

nhanh. Réic rdi 1a & chd, dng nghi, cd ta c6 modt grong mit mo' mo' h'd hd



ra't khé nhén ra trir phi ¢c6 mot 1y do dic biét nao d6 d€ lam nhw vay. D6i
mét mau xanh lo, lan da dep, cdi miéng hoi hé mé. Cdi miéng. Ciing goi
nhd mét diéu gi d6. Mot diéu gi d6 ¢6 ta da lam véi cdi miéng cua c6? Noi
chuyén? Thoa son moi? Khéng phai. Ong cam tha’y hoi buc bdi véi chinh
minh. Hardcastle Iudn 18y lam tg hao vé kha nang nhan ra cic gwong mat.
Ong hay néi minh khong bao gio’ quén mét ban mit tirng tha’y & vanh méng
ngya hay trén buc nhin chirng, nhwng diu sao con ¢6 nhitng noi giao tiép
khac. Chfmg han, 6ng khong tai nao nh& ra moi nix ti€p vién ting phuc vu
ban cho minh. Ong khong nhé hét céc co 14i xe buyt, 6ng xua van dé Ay ra
khoi dau minh.

Gior day Ong da toi nha sd 14. Canh ctra khép ho' va ¢6 bon nit bA'm
chudng bén duwdi c6 ghi tén. Ba Lawton, 6ng thdy ba & trong mot can ho
fang trét, dng bwd'c vao va baAm chudng trén ctra bén trdi sanh. Vai phit sau
mo&i dwoe dap lai. Cudi cling 6ng nghe ¢6 ti€ng chan bwdc & bén trong, r'oi
ctra dwgre mé ra b&i mot ngwoi dan ba cao gy vaoi mai téc den rdi b, méc
4o khoac lam viéc va c6 vé nhw bi hut hoi. Mui hanh phang phat bay toi tw
mot hwdng hi€n nhién 1a nha bép.

“Ba Lawton phai khong a?”

“Vang?” Ba ng6 Hardcastle v&i vé ngor viec va hoi bye minh.

Ong nghi ba ta chirng bon muoi 1dm tudi, vé& bé ngoai cb gi d6 hoi
gibng gidng nguwoi di-gan lwu linh lac dia.

“C6 chuyén gi the?”

“T6i ra't han hanh néu ba ¢6 th€ danh cho tbi d6i chit thoi gian.”

“A, vé chuyén gi vay? Lic nay thi t6i dang khd ban.” Ba néi thém, giong
gay git, “Ong khong phai phéng vién cht:?”

“Di nhién la khong r6i,” giong diéu ctia Hardcastle ra vé than tinh.



“Chdc ddm phong vién da lam phién ba nhi€u lam a.”
“Puing thé¢. Cr g6 ctra, bAm chudng roéi héi tdi di thir cau vé va vo
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van.

“Toi biét 1a ra't buc bdi. Udc gi ¢6 the chia sé vdi ba ta't ca chuyén Ay,
ba Lawton a. Tién th€ xin thwa v&i ba t6i 1a Thanh tra Hardcastle, phu trach
vu 4n ma dam phong vién da qui’y ray ba. Gia nhw c6 the), hin ching to1 sé
dep di rat nhi€u, nhung chung to1 chgng c6 quyén han vé chuyén do, ba
bi€t ddy. Bdo chi c¢6 quyén cia ho.”

“Toi tw gia lam phién ngwoi ta nhw ho thwong 1am that dang ho then.
Cwr 187y ¢ 1a phai ¢6 tin tirc cho c6ng ching. Piéu duy nhat t6i tha’y 1a tin
tiec ho dang bdo toan 1a mot mé toan nhirng thir lao toét tr dau tdi cudi.
Cho t&i nay nhw toi dwgc biét, bdt cu chuyén gi ho cling xao nau lai ca.
Nhwng mei 6ng vao nha da!”

Ba lui lai. Thanh tra bud'c qua nguwong cira va ba dong lai. C6 hai 14 thw
roi trén tAm tham. Cha nha cii téi trede dinh lwg'm 1€n, nhwng thanh tra da
lich sw chin truede ba ta. Mit 6ng lwdt qua chiing trong nira gidy khi trao
cho ba, wu tién xem cac dia chi.

“Cam on 0ng.”

Ba dat ching 1€n céi ban trong sanh.

“Mdi 6ng vao phong khach, dwoc khong a? It ra 1a — dng di vao céi cira
nay va xin cho’ téi mot lat thoi. Cdi gi d6 dang sdi sung suc.”

Ba rut lui that nhanh vao nha b&€p. Thanh tra Hardcastle than trong nhin
mot Tan chét may 14 thw d€ trén cdi ban trong sanh. Mot 14 gii cho ba
Lawton va hai 14 khic g&ti cho c¢6 R.S.Webb. Ong budc vao cin phong
dwore chi dinh. D6 1a mot can phong nhd kha bira bon, bay bién d6 dac toi

tan nhung dé day treng bay mot cdi den chi€u sang nhiéu mau va nhirng d6



vat la thwong. Mot cdi ly thlly tinh Venice pha nhiéu mau sic va hinh thu
triru twong trong that ha'p din, c6 1€ dat tién, hai tAm dém nhung mau twoi
thim va mot dia I1én bang dA't nung cinh nhitng vo so ki€u nwdc ngoai. Ca di
14n chau déu c6 nét doc ddo, Ong nghi.

Cha nha quay tr& lai, con hut hoi hon trede.

“Bay gior s& On cd thdi,” ba néi c6 vé khdng ma’y chic chén.

MOt I'an ntra thanh tra to ra an han.

“Xin 16i vi da d&n nha ba vao mot gior gid'c khong thuén tién, nhwng toi
tinh co di qua ddy, va mudn xac minh thém vai di€m ntra vé sy viéc ma
chdu gdi ba that khong may da dinh liu vao. Hy vong c¢6 &y khong phdi trai
qua nhitng thoi khic toi t& nha't, phai the” khong? Chic hin da’y 1a mot cu
sdc ndng né voi bat ky cd gai nao.”

“Vang, qua ding th& a,” ba Lawton ndi. “Sheila tr& vEé trong mot tinh
trang kinh khiing. Nhwng sang nay n6 da binh thwong va di lam tré lai.”

“A phai, toi biét diéu a'y,” thanh tra néi. “Nhung t6i dwoc biét cd &y da
ra ngoai lam viéc cho mdt khach hang ¢ dau da’y va toi chgng mudn lam
gian doan mot cong viéc nhw theé nén to61 nghi s€ tdt hon n€u dén day noi
chuyén voi ¢6 &y & nha riéng. Nhwng ¢6 &y chwa vEé, phai thé khong?”

“C6 1€ td1 nay né vé khd mudn. Pang lam cho mdt gido sw tén Purdy va
theo loi né ndi thi 6ng &y chd bao gio ¢c6 ¥ niém vEé thoi gian. Lic nao
cling ndi ‘viéc nay s€ mat khong hon mwoi phiit niva nén toi nghi chiing ta
cling c6 thé’ lam cho xong’ va r'éi di nhién ma't gan ca b6n mwoi lam phuit.
Tuy nhién, 6ng ta la ngwoi ra't tir t& va rad't phuc thién. Mot vai Ian 6ng ay
da c& moi né & lai dung bira tdi, va ¢ vé hét sirc ai ngai vi da gitr né lai
qua lau ma chéng h€ nhan ra. Tuy th& do6i khi cling kha byc minh. Cé

chuyén gi t6i c6 thé k& cho 6ng nghe khong, 6ng thanh tra? Trong treong



hop con bé vé qud tré.”

“A, khong hin,” thanh tra mim cwdi dap. “Di nhién hom no¢ chung toi
chi ghi nhan nhirng chi it so’ sai thoi, va tdi thye sy khong chic minh ndm
nhirng chi tiét &y c¢6 ding khong.” Ong lai xem qua quyén s ctia minh mot
Tan ntra. “PE€ t6i xem nao! C6 Sheila Webb — da’y c6 phai la tén day da hay
cd Ay con c6 tén thanh khac? Chiing toi phai nim that chinh xdc, ba biét
day, d¢'lap h'6 so’ & budi so’ tham.”

“Budi sor tham 1a vao ngay kia, phai khong a? N6 da nhan dwgc thong
bdo phai dén dy.”

“Phai, nhung c6 &y khdng nén d€ chuyén d6 1am c6 lo 1ing. Chi can k&
lai chuyén minh da phat hién cdi x4ac nhw thé nao thoi.”

“Céc O6ng van chwra biét ngwdi dan dng do 1a ai sao?”

“Chwa. T6i e rang m&i mA’y ngay dau thdi nén chwa biét dwoc. Trong tii
ong ta ¢c6 mot tA'm danh thi€p, nén ban dau ching t6i twdng Ong ta la nhan
vién bao hi€m ki€u nao day. Nhwng bay gio dwong nhw ¢6 nhiéu kha nang
ai d6 da dwa tdm thi€p cho 6ng ta. Co 1€ 6ng ta dy dinh mua bao hieém cho
chinh minh.”

“A, t61 hi€u r'6i,” ba Lawton c6 vé& ho hirng.

“Bay gid toi chi ¢an ndm cho ding nhitng cdi tén. T6i nghi minh da ghi
la c6 Sheila Webb hay c6 Sheila R. Webb. T6i cha nhé ra cdi tén kia. C6
phai Rosalie khong?”

“Rosemary,” chu nha dép. “Rosemary Sheila nhung Sheila lic nao ciling
nghi céi tén Rosemary qua ky kho6i nén chgng bao gior dung cdi tén nao
khac ngoai Sheila.”

“T6i hi€u r'oi,” giong diéu 6ng thanh tra khong h€ 16 vé vui mwrng vi mot



trong cdc linh cam ctia dng da thanh sy that. Ong chi ¥ d&n mot diém nira.
Cai tén Rosemary chaalng hé lam cho ba Lawton lo ling. P&i v&i ba,
Rosemary don gian chi 1a mot tén thanh ma chau ba cha chiu dung thoi.

“T6i da ghi dwoc ngay roi diy,” thanh tra mim cwoi. “Toi dwoe biét
chdu gai ba to London d&n va da lam viéc cho Phong Cavendish khoang
chirtng muoi thang nay roi. Chic ba khong rd ngay thang chinh xdc?”

“A, ding vdy, toi khong th€ nhé dwge. La ldc ndo d6 vao thing mudi
mot ndm ngodi. Chéc 12 gan cudi thang mudi mot.”

“Hin thé" That s khong thanh vin dé. C6 &y khdng sdng v&i ba & day
triede khi xin dwore viée lam ¢ Phong Cavendish?”

“Khong. Trede d6 né so6ng & London.”

“Ba c6 dia chi cua c6 8y & London khong?”

“A, toi d€ & dau day né,” ba ngé xung quanh minh v&i vé mit lo ngo’
clia ngudi quen sdng bira bon. “Tri nhé clia téi kém 14m. Cdi gi d6 nhw 1a
Allington Grove, t6i nghi la cach xa Fulham. N6 & chung m6t can h véi
hai dira con gdi khdc. Nhitng cin phong gia dat kinh khiing & London danh
cho bon con gai.”

“Ba c6 nh¢ tén cong ty 6 &y lam viéc & da'y khdong?”

“A, c6 chtt. Hopgood va Trent. Mot cong ty ba't dong san trén dwong
Fulham.”

“Cam on ba. A, tAt cd c6 vé rat ro rang roi. Co Webb la tré md cdi, c
dung khong?”

“Pung,” ba Lawton dap. Ba cwra quiy c6é vé khong thodi mdi. Mt ba lor
dang nhin ra phia ctra phong. “Ong cdm phién cho t6i tré vao nha bép dwoc
khong?”



“D1i nhién ro61.”

Ong mé ctra cho ba ta. Ba di ra. Ong tw hdi minh diing hay sai khi nghi
ring cAu hoi vira roi cia ong cdch nao d6 di khién ba bdi r8i. Cho téi liic
Ay cau trd 1o chia ba dwoc thot ra mot cdch hét sirc sdn sang va dé dang,
ong suy nghi vé diéu dé cho t&i khi ba Lawton quay tré lai.

“Toi ra't xin 161,” ba ndi v&i vé dy ndy, “nhung Ong biét nd'u &n 1a thé
nao roi dd’y. By gior moi thit déu hoan toan 6n thda r'oi. Con diéu gi khac
ong mudn hoi tdi khong? A nay, t6i nhé lai khdng phai 1a Allington Grove.
b6 1a Carrington Grove va so nhala 17.”

“Cam on ba. Téi nghi minh vira hdi ba ¢6 phai ¢6 Webb la tré md coi
khong.”

“Vang, n6é mo c6i. BO' me n6 da ma't ron.”

“Céch day da lau roi a?”

“Ho ma't khi né con bé.”

C6 th€ nhan thd’y vé coi thwong trong giong diéu cua ba ta.

“Co a7y la con cua chi ba, hay cua anh ba?”

“Chij t61.”

“A vang. Va 6ng Webb lam ngheé gi?”

Ba Lawton tam ditng mot chiit triede khi trd 1. Ba dang cdn mdi. Sau
dé ba noéi, “To6i khdng biét.”

“Ba khong biet w?”

“T6i mudn ndi la khéng nhé, cach day da qua 1au r'6i.” Thanh tra cho
doi vi bi€t ba s€ n6i ti€p. Qua that ba ndi ti€p.

“Xin cho t61 hdi toan bd chuyén nay c6 li€n quan gi dé€n vu &y — toi

mudn néi bd" me nd 1a ai, bd" né lam gi, tee ddu dé€n va ba't cr chuyén gi nhw



the&’, ¢6 gi quan trong chr?”

“T6i cho rang that ra thi khong quan trong, ba Lawton a, khong quan
trong theo quan di€m cua ba. Nhwng ba thd’y da’y, hoan canh that kha bat
thwong.”

“Ong bao hoan canh ba't thuwong 13 y gi?”

“A, chiing t6i c6 1y do d€ tin ring cd6 Webb dd dén ngdi nha 4y hom qua
vi dwoe dac biét yéu cau dich danh & Phong Cavendish. Vi thé ¢6 vé nhw ai
day di co tinh sdp dit & cod Ay deén daYy. Ai da’y c6 1&...” 6ng ngan ngtr “...
¢ 4c cam v&i cd ay.”

“T6i khong th€ twdng twong ai d6 lai ac cam voi Sheila. N6 1a mét dira
con gdi ra't diu dang. Mt dira con gai hién lanh t6t bung va than thién.”

“Phai,” thanh tra n6i that nha nhan. “Chinh t6i ciing tirng nghi thé” daYy.”

“Va tdi cha thich nghe ai ¢6 y néi ngwore lai,” ba ta néi vé khi€u khich.

“Chinh xac.” Hardcastle ti€p tuc mim cwoi d€ gidng hoa. “Nhung ba
phai nhan ra, ba Lawton a, ¢6 vé nhw ai dd'y da ¢6 tinh 1am cho chau gai ba
trd thanh nan nhan. C6 &y bi dwa vao hién trwong, nhw phim anh thwong
néi. Ai day da sip dit d€ cd vio mot ngdi nha c6 ngudi chét, va nguoi dé
chi vira m&i chét thoi. Xem ra bé mat cda sy viéc nay la mdt chuyén hi€m
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ac.
“Ong mudn néi — 6ng mudn ndi ai d6 dang c& lam cho c6 v& nhw
Sheila da giét chét ong kia? O khong dau, t6i khong the tin chuyén 4y.”
“Khé tin that,” thanh tra dong y, “nhung ching t6i phai hoan toan chic
chin va lam sdng td van dé. Chzatng han khong ching ¢6 mot thanh nién, ai
da’y c6 18 da phai 1ong chau gdi ba, va chau gai ba c6 1& da khong hé d& mét

dén c4u ta? Bon con trai doi ldc van lam nhitng viéc tra thu cay doc, nhat 1a



khi da mat binh tinh.”

“T6i khong nghi chuyén 13 nhrr vdy,” ba Lawton nhiu méit cau may ra
chiéu dim chiéu suy nghi va nhiin nhé. “Sheila c6 quen mot vai thing,
nhwng khong ¢ gi nghiém trong. Khéng c¢6 dira nao kién tri deo dudi bat
ctr ki€u nao ca.”

“Biét dau chuyén xay ra trong thoi gian c¢6 Ay s6ng & London?” thanh
tra goi y. “DAu sao, t6i khong cho ring ba biét nhiéu vé chuyén c6 Webb
c6 nhirng ban bé nao & day.”

“Khéng, khong, c6 18 1a khong... A, chuyén d6 6ng phai dich than hoi
né, thanh tra Hardcastle. Con tdi thi chwa bao gio nghe c¢6 chuyén ric r&i
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nao.

“Hay c6 thé' 1a mot ¢6 gai khac,” thanh tra lai ggi y. “Cé 1€ mot cd gai
sdng chung phong & dd’y da ghen v&i Sheila.”

“T6i nghi ¢6 th€ ¢c6 mot dira con gdi mudn choi xau,” ba Lawton néi vé
ngo’ vic. “Nhung khong lién quan téi chuyén giét ngudi, chic chin nhu
vay.”

D6 1a mot danh gid sic sdo va thanh tra lwu y ba Lawton tuyét nhién
khong phai ngwdi kho khao. Ong néi that nhanh: “Téi biét toan bd chuyén
nay nghe c¢6 vé dirt khoat khong th€ nao xdy ra, nhwng né€u thé thi toan b
vu viéc Ay cling dirt khoat khong thé xay ra.”

“Chéc phai c6 k& dién khiing no d6,” ba chii nha nhan xét.

“Ngay ca treong hop dién 16 cling c6 mot 1y do 1o rét dang sau sy dién
ro ay, ba bi€t da’y,” Hardcastle néi. “Céi gi da'y xui khi€n né xay ra. Va
thye sw,” 6ng noi ti€p, “chinh vi vy t6i m&i hdi ba vé bd me cia Sheila
Webb. Ba s& ngac nhién khi biét nhirng dong co’ pham t6i c¢6 gdc ré trong

qua khir thwong xuyén ndy sinh dé€n thé nao. Vi bd" me ctia c6 Webb da mat



luc ¢6 con ra't bé, di nhién c6 ay chfmg the€ cho tdi bi€t bat cr chuyén gi vé
ho. Chinh vi th& tdi m&i hdi ba day.”

“Vang, toi hi€u, nhwung ma — a...”

Thanh tra d€ y thiy giong ba ta tré lai bdi rdi va khong chéc chdn. Ong
héi: “Co phai ho bi gi€t chét cing mdt Iic trong mdt tai nan, hay dai loai
nhw theé?”

“Khong, khong c6 tai nan gi ca.”

“Thé& ca hai déu ma't vi nhirng 1y do tw nhién hay sao?”

“Td1 — a vang, téi mudn néi — that ra t6i khong 1d.”

“Chéc han ba phai biét nhiéu hon mot chit so v&i nhitng gi ba vira néi
voi toi, ba Lawton a.” Ong doan liéu mot cau. “Co 1€ ho da ly di — dai loai
theé™?”

“Khong, ho khong ly di.”

“Nao nao, ba Lawton. Ba bi€t—ba phai bi€t chi ba chét vi chuyén gi
ch?”

“Tdi khong hicu chuyén gi — Y ciia toi 1a toi khong the néi — rat kho.
Ctr khoi lai chuyén nay chuyén no. T6t hon hét dwng ¢ khoi goi lai ntra.”
C6 mot nét bdi roi tuyét vong trong cdi li€c nhin cua ba ta.

Thanh tra nhin ba soi méi. R61 ong n6i mdt cich nhe nhang: “Co I€
Sheila Webb la con ngoai gia thu?”

Ong 14p tirc trong tha'y mot ndi kinh so pha 13n vé nhe nhdm hién 1én
trén gwong mat ba ta.

“N6 khong phai con t6i,” ba néi.

“C6 phai cd &y la con ngoai gia thud cta chi ba?”

“Phai, nhung né khong biét chuyén d6. Téi chwa bao gio' cho né biét.



T6i n6i v&ri nd b6 me nd da chét lic con tré. B&i thé cho nén — a, dng hi€u
roi do...”

“Q, vang, toi hidu,” thanh tra ndi, “va t6i cam doan v&i ba trir phi c6 gi
xdy dén trong chuyén dn ddc bi€t nay, t6i khong can thi€t thdm van co
Webb vé dé tai nay.”

“Ong mudn néi khong can cho né biét sa0?”

“Khong can, trir phi ¢6 lién quan d&n vy an. Nhung t6i can biét ta't ca
nhirng sy kién ma ba biét, ba Lawton a, va tdi cam doan voi ba s€ lam hét
strc minh d€ gitr bi mat nhirng gi ba ndi v&i tdi, hoan toan chi ¢6 hai ching
ta bi€t ma thoi.”

“Chuyén xay ra khong hay ho gi,” ba Lawton néi, “va tdi ra't dau buon
vi nd, ¢6 th€ néi v&i 6ng nhw vay. Chi tdi van ludn 12 mot ngwoi tai gidi
trong gia dinh. Chj la gido vién gidi. Rat dwoe kinh trong va moi chuyén
khac ntra. Nguoi cudi cing ngwoi ta nghi sg...”

“A.” thanh tra néi r't khéo, “van thwong xay ra nhw the da’y. Ba a4y da
quen v&i ngeoi dan 6ng nay — 6ng Webb nay...”

“Ngay ca tén anh ta la gi toi cling khdng biét. T6i chwa ting gdp anh ta.
Nhung chi Ay t&i gidp toi va k&€ chuyén da xdy ra. Chj sap ¢6 mot dira con
nhwng nguoi dan 6ng lai khong the, hay khong mudn — t6i khong biét nira
— anh ta khong chiu cwdi. Chi &y 1a ngwoi ¢6 nhiéu hoai bao, va diéu doé
c6 nghia Ia phdi bo viéc n€u chuyén bai 19. Vi vay Ié dwong nhién t61 — toi
da néi la s€ giap.”

“Hién gio’ chi ba & dau, ba Lawton?”

“T6i khong bi€t gi cd. Hoan toan khong bi€t gi cd.” Ba ta nhan manh.

“DA4u sao ba &y van con song chiz?”



“Chéc 1a vay.”

“Ba da khong duy tri lién lac v&i ba 8y sao?”

“La do chi &y mudn vay. Chj &'y nghi s& tdt hon cho dira bé 1an chj Ay
néu hoan toan cit dirt quan hé. Vi vy moi sy di dwoc dinh doat theo cich
d6. Ca hai chj em t6i déu c6 mot khoan thu nhiap nhd do me chiing tdi d€
lai. Chi Ann giao phan dwoc chia doi cta chi cho téi d€' lo nudi day con bé.
Con chi thi ti€p tuc hanh ngh€, chi néi vy, nhung sé chuyén treong. Co6
ngwoi da nghi, toi tin thé, chi 4y da trao d6i mot nién khéa véi mot gido
vién & nude ngoai. Nuwde Uc hay dau d6. TAt ca nhitng gi tdi dwoe biét chi
c6 th€&, thanh tra Hardcastle a, va la ta't ca nhirng gi t6i c¢6 th€ k& cho 6ng
nghe.”

Ong nhin ba ta ¢6 v& nghi ngoi. C6 that d6 1a ta't ca nhirng gi ba ta biét?
Mot cau hoi khé tra 10, ra't khé. Chic chin d6 1a tA't cd nhitng gi ba ta
mudn k€ cho 6ng nghe. Ciing c6 th€ d6 1a tat ca nhirng gi ba ta bi€t. Tuy
k&t qud suu tra vé ba chi con so sai, Hardcastle van ¢6 4n twong vé mot cé
tinh manh mé, chua cay, gidn dir clia ngwoi nay. Dang phu nir quy€t khong
d€ minh tan doi vi mdt sai TAm. Mot cach kién dinh lanh lung, ba ta da
chuan bi day da d€ nudi day va cé the con lo cho hanh phiic ctia con minh
nira. T d6 tré di ba tw cdt dirt € 1énh dénh phiéu bat, bt dau lai mot cudc
sOng tuy y minh.

Ong nghi, sao ba ta cam thay nhw th&’ vé dira con thi c¢6 thé hiéu dwoc,
nhueng con em gai ba thi sao? 6ng néi mdt ciach nhe nhang: “Ba dy da
khong giwr lién lac tdi thi€u véi ba qua thu tw cling ky that, bd khong mudn
biét dira bé phat tri€n thé nao hay sao?”

Ba Lawton lic dau.

“Khong dau, gia nhw 6ng cd quen bi€t chi Ann thi s€ rd. Chi &y luc nao



cling ra't dirt khodat khi quyét dinh mot viéc gi. Va t6i véi chi &y khong than
thi&t 1dm. T6i nhd tudi hon chi 4y ra't nhiéu — mudi hai tudi. Nhw téi néi
d6, chiing t6i chwa bao gidr than vé&i nhau 1dm.”

“Con chong ba thi nghi gi v€ viéc nhan nudi nay?”

“Lic d6 t6i da & goa. Toi 18y ch'ong Iic con tré va ch'ong toi chét trong
chién tranh. Thoi gian &y tdi trong coi mot ctira hang banh keo.”

“Ta’'t ca chuyén nay xdy ra ¢ dau thé? Khong phadi & Crowdean nay?”

“Khong phdi. Thoi gian d6 ching téi s6ng & Lincolnshire. Téi da dén
day mot Ian vao ky nghi he, va t6i thich qua ching nén da ban ctra hang r'éi
don t&i sdng & ddy. V€ sau, khi Sheila t&i tudi di hoc, t6i xin vao lam &
Roscoe va West, ctra hang ban vai 1on noi nay. Toi van con 1am viée & do.
Ho la nhirng ngwoi rd't vui tinh.”

“A, Xin cam on ba rat nhiéu, ba Lawton,” Hardcastle dirng day, “vi da
thanh that k& cho t6i bi€t chuyén.”

“Ong s& khong néi mot 1o nao véi Sheila chiz?”

“Khong dau, trir phi viéc &y trd nén cén thi€t, va chi xdy ra né€u mdt s&
hoan cénh tw qua khi té ra ¢6 dinh Iiu v&i an mang & nha s6 19, Wilbraham
Crescent. Va diéu &y toi nghi khong thé nao xdy ra ca.” Ong rit trong tdi ra
btrc dnh ma 6ng da dwa cho qud nhiéu ngwoi xem, r'oi chia né cho ba
Lawton xem. “Ba c6 biét ngwoi dan 6ng nay la ai khong?”

“Nguoi ta da dwa cho tdi xem ro6i.” Ba Lawton cam 18y birc anh, sam
soi mot cich sot sing.

“Khong. Tdi chic chin, hoan toan chic chén, trudc gior toi chua hé gip
ngwoi nay. Toi khong nghi Ong ta la ngwoi & ddy hay nho da teng gip &

dau d6. Di nhién...” ba nhin that ky. Ngwng lai mdt 1at, r'oi ba néi thém,



khé bat ngo: “Ong nay trong c6 vé 1a ngudi ti t&, toi nghi vay. Mot quy
ong, phai néi nhw the". Ong nghi sao?”

D6 1a ki€u néi da 10i thoi theo kinh nghiém cta Ong thanh tra, thé nhwng
lai roi ra mot cach ty nhién tr d6i moi ciia ba cha nha. ‘Pwoc nubi day &
thon qué,” 6ng nghi. ‘Ho van quen nghi vé chuyén nay chuyén no cai ki€u
ay.” Ong ty ng6 lai birc anh, trAm ngam suy nghi v&i doi chit ngac nhién vi
da khong nghi vé ngwoi chét theo ki€u d6. C6 phéi Ong ta 1a ngwoi tie &7
Thanh tra vAn lu6én nghi diéu nguwoc lai. Cho 1a nhw thé ¢6 1€ vi vo thic,
hodc bi danh hudng bai sy kién ngwoi dan 6ng cé mot danh thi€p trong tii
mang mot cdi tén va mot dia chi hi€n nhién la sai. Nhwng loii 6ng da giai
thich v&i ba Lawton ngay bay gior ¢6 the la ding. C6 the ti'm thi€p do tiéu
bi€u cho mot nhan vién bao hi€m gia mao da ép ngwoi chét nhan tim thiép.
Va, 6ng nghi mot cach gwong gao, diéu d6 thyc sy khi€n cho toan bd su
viéc cang thém kho khan.

Ong lai 1i&c nhin dong h'd deo tay.

“T6i khong nén tach ba khdi viéc nd'u nwdng lau hon ntra,” dng noi,
“b&i vi chdu gdi ba van chwa vé dén nha.”

T&i lwot ba Lawton nhin dong h'd d€ trén bé 10 swdi. ‘Chi ¢6 mdt chiéc
d6ng h'6 trong phong nay, ta on troi!” thanh tra thdm nghi.

”Vang, né vé tré,” ba nhan xét. “That dang ngac nhién. Edna khong doi
cling t6t d6 chw.”

Thay vé mat Hardcastle hoi ngo ngac, ba gidi thich: “La m6t dia con
gai & s& lam. Td1 nay né toi ddy d€ gidp Sheila va dd cho mot chit xiu
nhwng mot 1at sau né néi khdng th€ cho’ 1au hon nira. N6 ¢6 hen véi ai do.
N6 néi thoi d€ ngay mai hay la khi khac.”

Trong dau thanh tra bung sang 1én. C6 gai da di ngang qua 6ng ngoai



dwong! Gior diy ong da biét vi sao ¢ ta khién Ong nghi t&i nhirng chiéc
giay. Ping ro6i. Chinh la c6 gai da ti€p 6ng & Phong Cavendish va la c6 gai
ldc 6ng ra vé dang cam 1én mdt chi€c giay v&i cdi gbt nhon da bj sit ra, va
da r6i tri vi xdi quay nén ban chuyén lam sao di vé nha nhw th&". Mot kieu
phu nit khé ta vi khong c6 dic di€m gi, 6ng nhé lai, khong hap din 1dm,
lu6n mit mot thi keo nao dé khi néi chuyén. C6 da nhan ra éng khi di
ngang qua trén phd du 6ng khong nhéin ra c¢6. Co ciing da ngan ngw do dw
nhw th€ dinh néi véi dng. Ong ty hdi khd vu vor, khdng biét c6 mudn néi
gi. Phdi chang ¢6 mudn gidi thich vi sao t&i nha Sheila Webb hay c6 tuwdng
6ng mong cd néi ditu gi d6? Ong hdi: “C6 phai c¢d &y 1a mot ngwdi ban
than cia chau ba khong?”

“A, khong c6 gi dic biét,” ba Lawton dap. “T6i mudn ndi bon nd lam
chung s& thdi, nhung con bé Ay khd khit kho. Khong sang da 14m, né va
Sheila khong phai ban dic biét gi. Thyc t& 12 tdi da thic mic khong hiéu tai
sao t61 nay né lai mudn gap Sheila vay. N6 n6i khdng hi€u noi chuyén gi d6
va mudn héi Sheila.”

“C0 4y khong cho ba bi€t 1a chuyén gi sao?”

“Khong, n6 bao d€ né ndi chuyén dé voi con bé, va khong ¢6 gi quan
trong.”

“Tbi hidu. A, toi phai di day.”

“That la qud,” ba Lawton néi, “sao Sheila khong goi dié€n thoai. N6
thwong van goi néu veé tré, vi doi khi 6ng gido sw moi né & lai ding bira
t0i. A, phai roi, toi nghi né s€ vé ngay bay gio diy. C6 nhiéu xe buyt doi
khi ndi dudi nhau, va Khach san Curlew rat tién dwong d€ toi phd di bd
Esplanade. Khong c¢6 gi—khong nhin gi 4—o6ng ¢6 mudn d€ lai 1o nhin
cho Sheila khong?”



“T61 nghi la khong,” thanh tra dap.

Khi di ra 6ng hdi, “A nay, ai da chon tén thanh cho chdu gdi ba,
Rosemary va Sheila? Chi ba hay chinh ba?”

“Sheila 1a tén me ching t6i. Rosemary do chi t61 chon. Chon lya gi ky
cuc that! Lap di. Nhwng ma chi t6i khong h€ 1ap di hay da cdm chiit nao.”

“Vang, chiic ba ngt ngon nhé, ba Lawton.”

Khi twr 167 vao cong ré ra phd, thanh tra nghi: “Rosemary — Hum...
Rosemary d€ twdng nhd. H6i twedng lang man? Hay 1a cdi gi d6 hoan toan
khac?”



CHUONG 13

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

T6i di bd ngwore 1€n phia trén dwong Charing Cross roi r&€ vao mot mé cung
g'dm nhirng con dwong ngoin ngoeo udn lwon gitta dwong New Oxford va
Vuwon hoa Covent. Pa thir cira hang khdng ngo t&i dang kinh doanh & do,
nhirng ctra hang cd kinh, mdt bénh vién danh cho bup bé, nhirng do6i giay
mua balé, nhirng tiém ban cdc mén dn ngon nwdc ngoai.

Tbdi cwdng lai sw quyén rii clia bénh vién biip bé v&i nhiéu ciip mét thiy
tinh mau xanh va niu khéac nhau, ré6i cudi cung cting dén dwoc muc tiéu
ciia minh. B6 1a m6t hiéu sach nhd nhé&ch nhac trong mdt dwong hém
khong xa Vién Bao tang Anh Qudc. C6 nhirng khay sach thong thwong bén
ngoai. Ti€u thuy€t xwa, sach gido khoa cii, sach linh tinh du loai, dan nhan
3d., 6d., Is., thAm chi mot s& sach cia quy tdc dwoc déng bia thdm chi vin
con nguyén ven.

T6i budc xéo qua nguwong cira. Céan phai di xéo qua vi sach dwgc tam
x&p dat trén hanh lang ttr ngoai dwong vao ngay mot va dung vao nguoi

cang nhi€éu hon. Bén trong rd rang la sach lam chd ctra hiéu chir chang con



cach mo ta nao khac. Sach lan tran va chi€m hiru mdi treong s6ng, sinh s6i
ndy né, nhan lén gap bdi va rd rang thi€u sy bao tay kiém ché” ching lai.
Khodng céch gitra c4c k& sich qud chit hep nén phai khé khin 14m 1dm mdi
quéan ly ndi. C6 hang dong sdch chém ché ngy trén khip céc k&, cling y nhu
th& trén khip c4c ban.

Ngoi trén cai gh€” dau trong mdt géc bi sach bao vay la 6ng gia doi mi
chdm tron, cong vanh, v&i bd mat by bén bet gidng y mot con cd da don
thit. Ong c6 cdi ddng vé ctia k& da tir bd mot cude dd'u tranh khong cén sire.
Ong da thi 1am cha nhitng quyén sdch, nhwng hién nhién ching da thanh
cong trong viéc 1am chu 6ng ta. Ong 12 mot kiu Vua Canute cia thé gidi
sach, rat lui tredc nhitng quyén sach ao at ti€n 1én nhw thdy triéu dang.
N&u dng ra 1énh cho chiing rit lui, chic chin trong con tuyét vong ching s&
chealng chiju 1am nhw th&. D6 1 6ng Solomon, cha hiéu sich. Ong nhan ra
t6i, cdi nhin chim chip nhw con cd diu xudng trong chdc 1at va 6ng gt
dau.

“Chuyén nganh cua t6i cé gi khong?” t6i hai.

“Ong phai 1én trén &y ma xem, 6ng Lamb 2. VAn rong bién va cic thir
chwr gi?”

“Ping th&".”

“A, ong bi€t ching & dau roi d6. Hai dwong hoc, héa thach, chau Nam
cyc — tang hai. T6i vira c6 mot gbi sdch méi hdom kia. Pa bit dau mé ra
r'6i nhung chwa xem ky. Ong c6 the tim thd'y ching & mot géc trén &y.”

To6i gat dau roi di xién di xéo IAn buwde t&i chd cdi ciu thang kha op ep
va do bah din 1én MAu & ding sau ctra hiéu. Trén tAng mot 13 My nghé Pong
phwong, cac saich my thuat, y hoc va tac pham cd dien Phap. Trong phong

nay c6 mot géoc nhd che man kha thd vi ma cong ching néi chung khong



bi€t d&€n nhwng cac chuyén gia c¢6 the hi€u dwore, noi cac tap sach goi la ‘ky
di’ hay ‘ky la’ chi€m chd. T6i di ngang qua ching va 1én ting hai.

o day cac sach khao c0, lich st ty nhién va cac tap sach kha kinh khac
duoc sip x&p phan loai khong thda dang 1dm. Tdi ludn lach qua cdc sinh
vién, cac dai td da c6 tudi va nha tu hanh, vong qua géc cua mot ké sach,
buwdc qua nhiéu géi sdch khac nhau dang ha hd'c miéng trén san nha va tha'y
con duwdng ti€n bwdc xa hon clia minh bj chin ngang bdi hai sinh vién
thudc hai gioi tinh trdi ngwoe dang lac 16ng gitra cdi tran dovi trong vong
tay Om nhau xa neo.

Ho dirng d6, ctr xang x€ qua qua lai lai mai. Toi néi: “Xin thir 161,” kién
quyé&t day ho sang mot bén, vén tdi'm man che kin mdt canh ctra 1€n va rut
nhe ti trong tdi ra mdt chi€c chia khoa, tra vao & khéa r'oi budc qua. That
phi 1y, tdi thdy minh dang & trong mot ki€u tién sanh c¢6 nhirng birc twrong
son mau keo déu dén, treo nhirng birc anh cac gidéng bo trén cao nguyén, va
mot canh ctra trén do6 treo cai bia go ctra bong loang.

To6i dé dat go nhe, va cira dwore mo ra bdi mot phu niv da ¢6 tudi voi mai
téc hoa ram, cip mét kinh ki€u dic biét c& xwa, mic céi vdy mau den va khd
ba't ngor, ba ta khoac mot cai 4o trong ddu cé soc mau xanh bac ha.

“Cau day a?” ba ta hdi, khong c¢6 ba't c hinh thirc chao hdi nao khac.
“Ong &y m&i hdi cdu hdm qua day thdi. Ong &y khong hai long.” Ba lic
dau nhin t6i, gan gidng mot nit gia sw ¢6 tudi ¢ 1€ da lam nhw vy voi mot
dira bé khién ba ta that vong. “Cau phai cd lam t6t hon nhd,” ba bao.

“Qi thoi di, vi oi,” tdi dép.

“Nay, dirng c6 goi tdi 12 vii ndy vi no nhd! Thé 1a vo 1€ da’y. Toi da bao
cau roi co ma.”

“P6 12 161 cua ba. Ba khong nén néi v&i t6i nhw the toi 12 mot thang nhéc
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con.

“Thoi gian qua cdu da tredng thanh r'oi. Cdu nén vao trong lam cho
xong viéc di.”

Ba an cai nit kéu vo ve r'oi nha’c dién thoai d€ trén ban gidy 1€n va ndi:
“Cau Colin... Vang, to1 dang cho ciu ay vao day.” Ba dat may xudng roi
gat dau voi toi.

To6i di qua canh ctra cudi phong sang mot phong khac mit mu khéi xi ga
t&i ndi ra't khé nhin tha’y bat ctr thie gi.

Sau khi cip mét cay x& clia toi sdng td tré lai, tdi mdi tha’y dwoc nhitng
phéan co the phi nhiu cua s€p téi dang ng'6i dya ngtra trén mot cai ghé&” gia
¢Oi nhé&ch nhéc, canh tay vin ctia né 1a mot ban gid’y ¢6 dé& xoay d€ doc hay
Viet.

Pai t4 Beck g& cip mét kinh ra, day sang mot bén cdi ban doc cé mot
quyén sach to twdng bén trén va ngd toi vé tha't vong.

“Cudi1 cung la cau ddy u?”

“Vang, thuwa s€p.”

“Co6 duoc gi khong?”

“Khong, thwa s€p.”

“Thoi duorce, cha sao ca, Colin a, cdu bié€t roi hi? Cha sao. Ping 1a cac
vang trang khuy€t that roi1!”

“Tdi van con suy nghi,” t6i mé déu.

“Puworc. Cau van con suy nghi. Nheng ching toi chaalng th€ cho mai trong
ltic ciu van dang suy nghi.”

“T6i xin thwra nhan d6 chi 1a linh cAm ma thoi.”

“Thé€ cling ch?ing hai gi,” dai ta Beck noi.



Ong ta 12 mdt ngwdi mau thuln.

“Nhirng viéc t&'t nha't toi tirng lam 1a linh cdm. C6 diéu linh cdm nay ctia
cau dwong nhw cha di dé&n dau. K&t thdc vai cac quan nhiu roi che?”

“Vang, thwa s&p. Nhw di néi vdi sép, tdi bat dau vdi céc tring ludi
liém. Nhirng cdn nha xay theo ki€u trang lwei 1iém la diéu t6i muén ndi.”

“Chic cau khong c6 ¥ mudn néi dén cic ctta hang ban banh mi c6
nhirng 6 banh mi tron ki€u Phdp, du sao cling nghi dé€n diéu Ay di nha,
chealng c6 1y do gi lai khong nghi th&. Mot s& ctra hang d6 lam nguoi ta
tuyét d6i ca tin, c twdng ho san xud't loai banh mi swng trau cia Phéap, day
thiee ra khong phai cia Phdap. Ngay nay nhw véi moi thwe pham khéc,
ngwoi ta cho dong lanh hét. Chinh vi thé€ ma bay gio’ cha c6 cai gi ¢ mui vi
ra lam sao ca.”

T6i cho' xem 6ng trai gia &y ¢6 m& rong chi dé nay hay khong. D6 1a
cha dé 6ng wa thich nhat. Nhwng tha’y t6i dang mong doi 6ng lam nhw the
dai ta Beck kim lai.

“Pi loanh quanh vay da chwa?” 6ng hach hai.

“Sép r'6i. Toi con phai di mdt quang ngén nira thoi.”

“Cau con mudn cé thém thoi gian nira w?”

“T6i mudn c6 thém thoi gian, ddng vay,” t6i dap. “Nhung lic nay thi toi
khong mudn doi di noi khac. Ba ¢6 mét sy tring hop va ¢6 th€ — chi la co
thé’thdi — c6 y nghia gi d6.”

“Pwng dong dai ntra! Hay cho toi biét cac sy kién!”

“D0o1 twgng diéu tra 1a Wilbraham Crescent.”

“Va cau chaamg tim thd’y gi! Hay la c6?”

“To6i khong chéc.”



“N6i 10 di, néi 10 di, cau bé!”

“Tring hop & chd c¢6 modt ngwoi dan Ong bi sat hai & Wilbraham
Crescent.”

“Ai bi sat hai?”

“Chuwa bi€t 1a ai. Trong tdi c6 mot tAm thi€p d€ tén va dia chi nhung déu
la gia ca.”

“Hwm. Phai réi. Cé goi y ddy. Ba k&t hon chwa?”

“Chuyén do té1 khong bi€t duoce, thwa s€p, nheng ma ciing vay thoi...

“Toi biét, toi biét. Cling vy thoi... A, cu d&n d&€ lam gi? P& xin phép
ti€p tuc suc sao Wilbraham Crescent — cdi noi nghe bu6n cwoi 8y & dau
theé™?”

“Noi d6 goi la Crowdean. Cach Portlebury mwoi ddm.”

“Phai, phai. Mot noi rat t6t. Nhung cdu dén day lam gi? Cau thuong
khong xin phép ma. Ciu van 1am ki€u wong bwdng cla riéng minh, ding
khong?

“Dung vay, thwa s€p, toi e 1a vay.”

“A, 10i sao nira?”

“C6 hai ngwoi toéi mudn swu tra ky.”

V&i mot ti€ng thd dai dai ta Beck kéo cdi ban doc tré vé vi tri cii, 18y tw
trong tdi 40 ra mot chi€c buit bi, thoi vao nd r'éi nhin toi.

“Ginao?”

“Ng61 nha goi la Diana Lodge. Ping ra la s6 20, Wilbraham Crescent.
Nguwoi dan ba goi 1a ba Hemming va chirng mwoi tdm con meo song & d6.”
“Diana a? Hum,” dai td Beck néi. “Nwr than Mat Trang. Diana Lodge.

Pung. Ba ta lam gi, cai ba Hemming 8y?”



“Khong gi hét. Ba ta chi chim cham vao bay me¢o ctia minh thoi.”

“Vo boc tuyét hdo, tdi d4m néi the” da’y,” dai ta d4nh gid. “Chic chin c6
the’ th€". Chi th&” thoi sao?”

“Con ntra a. Mdt nguoi dan 6ng tén la Ramsay. Séng & s6 62,
Wilbraham Crescent. Nghe n6i 1a ky sw xay dung, la gi cing vay thoi. Ra
nwdc ngoai ra't nhiéu.”

“T6i thich cdi tén nghe hay ho nay. Téi thich 1m d’y. CAu mudn biét vé
anh ta, phai khong? Pwoc.”

“Ong &y c6 mot ba vor. Mot ba vor cuee ky ti t&, va hai thing nhéc con
quiy pha.”

“A, anh ta c6 th& c6 vo con cht,” dai td Beck néi. “Chuyén nhw thé” da
duoc bigt d&n roi. Cau nhé Pendleton chit? Hin ciing ¢6 vor con. Vo hin
ra't to t&. Mot ngwoi dan ba ngu dan nha't t6i ting gdp phai. Chi ta cha biét
gl vé viéc thang ch'ong khong phai 1a k& budn sich phwong Pong ding
kinh. Nghi dén diéu 2y di nhé, bay gio’ tdi nho ra Pendleton c6 mdt ¢6 vor
ngudi Ptec va hai dira con gdi. Hin con c¢6 mdt c6 vor & Thuy Si nira. To6i
cha biét may ngwdi vor ctia hin 12 gi — 1a nhitng mo&i quan hé riéng tw qua
mitc ctia hin hay v boc cho hin. TAt nhién hin s& néi da’y 12 nguy trang.
A, dix sao ciu ciing mudn biét vé Ramsay. Con gi nira khong?”’

“T6i khong chic. Cé mdt cidp vor chong & nha s& 63. Gido sw vé huu.
Tén McNaughton. Ngwoi Scotland. Pa ¢6 tu6i. Danh thoi gian cia minh d€
lam veon. Khong ¢6 1y do d€ nghi 6ng ta va vor khong On... nhung...”

“Puoc. Ching ti s& ki€m tra. S& sodt ho qua hé thng d€ biét chic. Ma
nay, td't ca nhirng nguoi nay la sao day?”

“Nha cta nhirng ngwoi nay déu ¢6 veon lién k€ hay ti€p gidp voi veon

nha xdy ra 4n mang.”



“Nghe gidng tdc pham cfia ngwoi Phdp,” Beck ndi. “Xac cha chi toi &
dau? Trong vwon nha anh ho cda thim t6i. VAy con chinh nha s& 19 thi
sao?”

“M0ot ba mu, ting 1a gido vién, sdng & d6. Hién ba lam cho m6t hoc vién
danh cho nguwoi khi€m thi va dd dwoe canh sat dia phwong diéu tra ra't ky
roi.”

“Song mot minh a?”

“Vang.”

“Va cdu cé y kién gi vé ta't cad nhirng ngwoi kia?”

“Y kién cta toi 12,” toi néi, “néu ba't ¢t ai trong nhitng ngwdi ny pham
t0i gi€t ngwoi & bat cir nha nao trong nhirng nha ma t6i da dé cap voi 6ng,
mac di mao hi€m nhwng chuyén céi xac vao trong nha s6 19 vao mot thoi
di€m thich hop trong ngay 1a hoan toan dé dang. D6 1a mot kha niing, chi c6
vay thoi. Va cé mdt di€u t61 mudn trinh cho s€p xem. Cdi nay day.”

DPai ta cam 18y dong tién kim loai dinh da't t61 chia ra cho Ong.

“Tién Tiép Khic. Cau tim tha'y & dau th&?”

“Khong phai téi. Ma né da dwore tim thdy trong veon sau nha sd 19.”

“Thu vi that. R6t cudc ciu co th€ c6 céi gi da’y de€ kién tri xac dinh vé
nhitng vang tring khuy&t va tring tron roi.” Ong néi thém véi vé didm
chiéu, “Cé mot quan nhau tén 1a Trang Lén & dwong k& bén con duwong nay.
Sao cau khong di thir van may ctia minh & day?”

“T6i da toi d6 roéi.”

“Lic ndo cdu ciing c6 sdn cau tra 1o, phai khong?” dai td4 Beck néi. “Huit
mdt di€u xi ga nha!”

Toi I8¢ dau. “Cdm on sép—hom nay khone ¢ thoi gian.”
y



“Quay vé Crowdean a?”

“Vang. C6 mot budi so’ tham phai tham dy a.”

“C4i d6 thi chi 1a thd tuc thdi. Chic chidn khong phai ciu dang deo dudi
cd gai nao d6 & Crowdean da’y ch?”

“Chéc chin khong phai,” téi ddp coc 15¢.

Ba't ngo’ 6ng dai ta bat cwoi khic khich.

“Coi chwng vap nga dd’y, cdu bé caa t6i! Tinh duc ngang cai dau xau xi
ctia n6 1én nhw thwong 1€ r'6i. Cau quen ¢ ta bao l1au r6i?”

“Khong c6 ¢6 nao hét — t61 mudn noi... a, co gai da phat hién cai xac.”

“Co &y da lam gi khi phat hién cdi xac?”

“La hét.”

“Cling rat tuyét day,” dai ta nhan xét. “Co &y da lao vao nguwoi ciu,
khoc trén vai cau roi k€ cau nghe chuyén a’y. Phai thé’ khong?”

“To61 khong bi€t s€p dang néi gi,” to1 lanh lung dip lai. “Hay xem qua
ma’y cai nay!”

T6i dwa cho 6ng xap hinh canh sat da chup va tuyén chon.

“Ai day?” dai ta gang hoi.

“Nguoi chét.”

“Ca muoi an mot 1a ¢d gdi ma cdu qua si tinh da giét ngwoi nay. Voi toi
toan bd cau chuyén nghe c6 vé rat 4m mudi.”

“Sép con chwra nghe k&€ chuyén ma. Toi van chua k& cho s&p nghe.”

“T6i cha can nghe k€&, dai td vung vay di€u xi ga. “Thoi, di ma dy budi
so’ tham cua cdu di, cau bé cha t6i, va tim cho ra c6 gai 2y nha! Co ta tén la

Diana, Artemis hay tén gi da’y li€én quan dén trang khuy€t hay anh trang?”



“Khong, khong phai vay.”
“A, hdy nhé 14 ¢6 the day!”
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CHUONG 14

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

LAu 1am rdi tdi khong dén thim Khu nha Whitehaven.

Cach ddy may nidm diy la mot cao 6¢ noi troi voi nhitng can hd hién
dai. Bay gio’ ¢6 thém nhi€u chung cw khac bé thé hon va tham chi con hién
dai hon dp sat hai bén hong né. Bén trong t6i d€ y gan ddy moi dwge tin
trang. N6 da duege son lai mau vang va xanh 14 ciy nhat.

T6i vao thang mdy 1én Tau r'oi bAm chudng can hd s6° 203. Anh nguoi
hau khong ché vao dau dwgc tén 1a George md ctra cho t6i. Mot nu cuoi
chao mwng hién ra trén khudn mait anh ta.

“Ong Colin! P4 lau ching t6i khong thay éng t&i ddy.”

“Phai, toi bi€t roi. Anh khde khong, George?”

“Toi van khde. RAt cdm on Ong da hoi thim.”

To1 ha giong. “Con 0ng 'y thi sao?”

George cling ha giong mdc du diéu 8y gan nhw khong can thi€t vi né da
dwoc diéu chinh theo mot quy tic hét stc than trong kin ddo ngay tir dau

cudc tro chuyén cua ching toi.



“T6i nghi, thwra 6ng, thinh thoang Ong hoi bi chan nan.”

To6i gat dau vé thong cam.

“Xin 6ng di 161 nay,” anh ta do’ 13y cdi mii cta toi.

“Xin vui long bao c6 tdi 1a Colin Lamb toi!”

“Hay 14m, thwa 6ng.” Anh mé& mdt cdnh cira va néi v&i giong 16 rang,
“Ong Colin Lamb c4n giip, thia éng.”

Anh 1i lai d& toi di qua, va tdi budc vao trong phong. Ong ban Hercule
Poirot cua tdi dang ngdi nhw thwong 1€ trong cédi gh& banh vudng virc rong
1on tredre 10 swdi. Toi d€ y mdt thanh chiia ngon Itva dién hinh chir nhat da
do ryc 1én. Pau thang 9, thoi ti€t Am 4p, nhung Poirot 12 mot trong nhirng
ngwoi dau tién cdm nhan cdi gia lanh clia mua thu, va canh giac voi né. Hai
bén ngwoi Ong l1a nhirng ch'dng sach x€p gon gang trén san nha. Trén cai
ban bén phai c6 nhirng quyén sach dwng dirng. Trén tay phai 6ng la mot cai
tach dang bdc hoi. Nudce thudc sic, toi nghi vdy. Poirot ri't mé thudc sic va
thwong giuc td6i udng. Ching ¢ mui vi gy budn nén va hang n'dng khong
nguwi noi.

“Pung dirng 18n,” t6i ndi, nhung Poirot da ding ddy. Ong tién vé phia
to1 trén d61 chan mang giay da hang hiéu bong loang, hai tay giang ra.

“Ha ha, a ra la cau, cau day roi, ban cda t6i oi! Anh ban tré Colin cta
toi. Nhwng sao ciu lai ty xwng cdi tén Lamb vay? D¢€ t6i nghi xem nao! C6
mot ciu tuc nglr hay cham ngdn. Cai gi da’y néi vé cru gia gid dang cuu
non. Khong phai. Pa’y 1a néi vé cac quy ba s6n s0n ¢6 lam cho vé bé ngoai
tré hon tuoi that. Khong ap dung cho cau. Ha ha, t6i bié€t roi. Cau la séi doi
16t ctru. C6 phai thé” khong?”

“Khong phai vay dau,” t6i dap. “Chi la trong chuyén nganh cdng tic cta

minh, chdu nghi céi tén clia chdu gin nhw 12 mot cdi 101, dinh liu quéa nhiéu



v&i cha chau. Do dé mé&i c6 cdi tén Lamb. Ngén gon, don gian, d& nhé. Ty
ting bd'c minh, thi phai néi 1a hgp v&i ca tinh cta chau.”

“Vay thi t6i khdng ddm chic,” Poirot néi. “Con dng ban t5t clia toi 13 bo’
cau thi th¢ nao r6i?”

“Ong cu van khoe a,” tdi ddp. “Ra't ban ron v&i nhiing ciy thuc quy —
hay d6 la hoa cic? Mua vu qua di qua nhanh nén chau khéng nhé ndi lic
nay dang trong hoa gi ntra.”

“Thé& ra 6ng A’y van ban ron v&i nghé 1lam vweon w?”

“Hinh nhw cudi cing moi ngwoi déu dén voi nghé do,” téi dap.

“To1 thi khong,” Hercule Poirot n6i. “Mot Tan trong bi ngd, dung thé” —
nhwng khdng bao gio trong nra. Néu mudn c¢6 hoa dep nhat, sao khong ra
hiang hoa? T6i twdng ngai thwong cip tai ba sip viét hdi ky cta ong Ay
chi.”

“6ng da bat dau viét,” toi néi, “nhung lai tha’y viét nhiéu qué thé nao
cling bi lang quén, vi vy cudi ciing ong di d&n két luan ring nhitng dicu
dwa vao s€ qua nhat nhéo khong chiu noi, nén khong dang vi€t ra.”

“Phai than trong thoi, ding th€&”. That khong may, vi bd" cau cé thé k&’ mot
s6 chuyén rat thd vi. Toi rdt ngwdng md Ong Ay. Van ludn thé. Cau biét
d4’y, cdc phwong phdp cia éng d6i véi toi rat thd vi. Ong Ay rat don gian.
Ong thwong s& dung nhirng diéu rd ranh ranh ma trede d6 chwa ai ding
dén. Ong thwong giing biy, cdi biy rat 16 lidu va nhitng k& 6ng mudn bit
s& n6i 'L liéu qua. Khong thé 1a that’ va thé’1a ching roi vao bay!”

To6i cwdi. “A, doi nay khong c6 cdi mdt con trai than phuc cha chiing
dau a. Hau hét ching né dwong nhw thwong ng'doi xuéng, cdm ngoi bit doc
dia cia ching, nh¢ td't ca nhieng chuyén ban thiu c6 thé nho dwge va viét

ra, ro rang rat hai long thoa da. Con riéng cd nhan chau lai vd cung kinh



trong 6ng gia minh. Chau hy vong cling dwore tai gidi nhw ong. Khong hin
la chuyé€n nganh cta ong, td't nhién roéi.”

“Nhung c¢6 lién quan ma,” Poirot n6i. “Co li€n quan mat thi€t madc du
cAu phai 1am viéc ding sau hau treong theo cich ma 6ng &y khong lam.”
Ong hiing hing ho kiéu tng bién. “T6i nghi phai chic ming ciu vi gan day
da dat dwoe thanh cong kha ngoan muc. Khong phai thé sao? Vu Larkin
ay.”

“Vu d6 t&i nay da on roi. Nhung van con ra't nhiéu diéu chdu mudn lam
10, chi d€ khép lai mot cach thda dang thoi. Tuy nhién khong phai vi chuyén
d6 ma chau t&i day dau.”

“Df nhién 12 khong, di nhién 12 khong r'di,” Poirot néi. Ong vAy tay bao
toi di t&i mot cdi ghé roi moi toi udng thudc sic. Tdi tir chdi ngay tirc thi.

George di vao that ding lic véi mot binh ¢O thon dyng regu whisky,
mdt céi ly va mdt 6ng hut, dat sat cui chd toi.

“Dao nay bac dang lam gi?” t6i hdi Poirot.

Li€c nhin ca ddng siach du loai quanh 6ng t6i lai héi: “Trong cé vé bac
dang lam mot cudc nghién ctru nho nhd thi phai?”’

Poirot thd dai. “Cau goi nhw thé& cling dwoc. Phai, chirng 1a vay. Gan
day t6i cam thd’y ra't can nghién ciru mo6t van dé. Toi tw nha van dé &y la
g1 khong quan trong. Nhw Sherlock Holmes tai ba, c6 chi€u sau nhw rau
mui tdy dam bo. Quan trong la ¢6 mot van dé can tim hieéu. T6i khong can
tap luyén co’ bip ma can tap luyén céc t& bao ndo.”

“Chi 1a chuyén duy tri tdp luyén ma thoi. Chau hi€u r'oi.”

“Ping nhw cdu néi.” Ong thd dai. “Nhung van dé 14, mon cher, giii

quyét dworc thi khong phai dé dang qud dau. Qua that thir ndm vira roi cé



mot vin @€ nan gidi v&i t6i. C6 ba mau vd cam khod xuéd't hién mdt cach vo
1y & chd céi gid moc 6. Sao ching lai d&€n da’y? Sao chuing lai ¢6 th€ dén
day chw? Téi thweong khong dn cam. George cha bao gio bd vé cam cii &
gid méc do. Cling khong c¢é kha nang mot vi khach mang theo ba mau vo
cam. Phai, ding 1a mdt van d€ nan giai.”

“Va bac da giai quy€&t xong roi ch?”

“T6i da gidi quyét xong.” Poirot ddp v&i vé u sdu hon 1a kiéu hanh.

“Cudi cling chd thi vi cho 1dm. VAn dé thay th& ba gidp viéc don vé
sinh thwong 1¢ bing ngwdi méi ma ba ta dan theo, trdi v&i quy tic, 1a mot
dra con ctia ba ta. Mac du nghe cha thd vi gi, th&” ma ho ¢ phai lién tuc
dwa ra nhirng 101 néi d6i, nhieng tro gia tra va ta't tat nhing thir khac. C6
thé€ néi 1a thdéa man, nhung tam thwong.”

“That dang chéan,” t61 gop y.
giét ga bang dao m& trau chi.”

Tbi 1ac dau mot cich trang trong. Poirot néi tiép, “Dao gan dy tdi ban
doc nhiéu chuyén bi an c6 that ciia cudc doi chwa dwore lam sang td. Toi ap
dung vao da’y cach gidi quy€t cua riéng t6i.”

“Bac mudn ndi tdi cac vu an nhw vu Bravo, 1a Adelaide Bartlett va ta't ca
nhirng dira con lai trong bon ha?”

“Chinh xdc. Nhung quéd dé dang. Chealng c6 gi phai nghi ngo’ vé chuyén
ai da st hai Charles Bravo. Nguoi di cling ¢6 th€ ¢6 lién can, nhung chic
chin co ta chgng phai 1a mot con ma x&n xac ty ddm dau vao vu &y. R6i
con c6 dira con gdi vi thanh nién khong may mén 13 Constance Kent. Pong
co' thye sy khién thing em si€t ¢& con chi vén rat yéu qui né van ludn 1a

mot cAu hdi voi moi ngwoi. Nhung chang héc bda gi ddi voi t6i. Moi thie



déu that ro rang sang to khi t6i vira doc xong vEé vu an ay. V€ phan Lizzie
Borden, nguoi ta chi mong sao minh c¢é th€ dat vai cau hoi céan thié€t voi
nhitng nguwdi c6 lien quan khdc nhau. Trong dau tdi da kha chic chin
nhirng cau tra 1oi s€ 1a gi. Than 61, tdi s¢ bdy gio ho chét hét ca r'oi.”

T6i tham nghi, nhw trede ddy van thudng nhw the, dic khiém t6n ching
phai la wu diém cta Hercule Poirot.

“Va toi da lam gi k& ti€p?” 6ng ti€p tuc.

T6i doan it 1au nay Ong chflng c6 ai d€ ma tro chuyén, va dang thich thd
thwedng thirc giong ndi ctia chinh minh.

“Tw cudc sdng hién thye td6i da chuyén sang ti€u thuyét. Cau thdy t6i &
day v&i nhiéu ban ti€u thuy€t hinh sy khac nhau bén phai va bén tréi cia
minh. T6i dang nghién ctu tr& lui vé qud khir. Pay nay...” 6ng cam 1én
quyeén sach d€ trén tay vin chi€c ghé& banh, “...day, Colin than mén a, 1a Vi
dn Leavenworth.” Ong trao quyén sach cho téi.

“Trd ngwoc mot thoi gian ra't dai vé qua khir,” toi néi. “Chdu nhé tung
nghe b6 néi 6ng da doc quyén nay ldc con nhd. Chau nhé minh ciling ting
doc mot Tan. Bay gio chic da kh4 18i thoi roi.”

“That dang than phuc,” Poirot néi. “Nguwoi ta dwge ném trai bau khong
khi thoi ky &Yy, sw co tinh cwong didu c6 can nhic that can trong clia né.
Nhirng miéu ta thdi qud cyc hay &y vé nhan sic I6ng ldnh 4nh vang cia
Eleanor, sic dep ryc sang 4nh tring ctia Mary!”

“Chau phai doc lai m&i dwge,” toi ndi. “Pa quén ma't phan néi vEé cac cd
gai dep roi.”

“Con c¢6 ¢6 hdau Hannah, m6t nhan vat di€n hinh qua chén thyc, va mot

ké sat nhan, mot nghién ctru tdm 1y hoc xud't sac.”



T6i nhan ra t6i di d€ minh dan vao mot cudc dién gidng. T6i chuahn bi
tinh than d€ 14ng nghe.

“Ti€p theo ching ta s€ 18y quyén Nhitng cudc phiéu lwu cia Arsene
Lupin,” Poirot ti€p. “That ky di xié€t bao, hdo huyén dwong nao! Th& ma
trong da’y van tran tré sinh lwc, manh liét, sinh dong bi€t bao nhiéu! Nhung
chuyén vo ly, nhwng bt phap ra't bong bay hao nhoang. Con hai hwde nira
chi.”

Ong dit quyén Nhitng cudc phiéu lwu ciia Arsene Lupin xudng, va cam
1én mdt quyen sach khac. “Va con ¢6 quyén Bi mdt cdn phong mau vang.
That 1a — a, that ddng 1a mot tdc pham kinh di€n! T6i tan thanh te dau dén
cudi. Céch ti€p cin hop 1y biet bao! Con nhé dd cé phé binh, néi rang
khong cong bang. Nhung cha phai 12 khdng cong bang, Colin thin mén a.
Khong, khong. Co6 1€ ra't gan nhw the’, nhwng khong hin. C6 khdc biét mot
chiit xfu. Khong. Xuyén sudt van 1a sy thit, dwore che gidu bang cich st
dung ngdn twe than trong va khon khéo. Moi sy ¢6 1€ s€ sang td vao thoi
khic quan trong nhat 4y khi nhitng ngudi dan dng gip nhau & géc clia ba
hanh lang.” Ong kinh cah dit quyén sich xudng. “Pich thi 12 mot tuyét tic,
va to1 dwgre bi€t ngay nay hau nhw da bi 1ang quén.”

R'6i Poirot bd qua chirng hai mwoi nam d€ ti€p cin tdc pham cia céc tac
gia vé sau nay mot chuit.

“T6i cling ting doc,” 6ng ndi, “mdt s6” tdic pham dau tay cia ba Ariadne
Oliver. Ba &y xem nhw la ban cua t6i, va tdi nghi ca cta cau ntra. T6i khdng
hoan toan tdn d6ng cac tac pham cua ba, xin cau lwu y cho. Céc tinh ti€t
trong nhirng truyén ay cuwc ky khong thyc t€. Strc manh cla sy tring hop
ngiu nhién con xa m&i dwge st dung mot cdch nhuan nhuyén. Va vi lic &y

con tré nén ba da kha dai dot khi cho thdm t¥ cda minh la mot ngwoi Phin



Lan, va rd rang ba cha biét gi vé da't nwdc va con ngwoi Phidn Lan, c6 1€
ngoai trir cdc tdc pham cua Sibelius. Tuy thé ba c6 tinh khi rat doc ddo,
thinh thodng suy luin ciing sic sdo, vd nhitng nim vé sau ndy ba da hoc
dwoc ra't nhiéu diéu tredre ddy ba chwa biét. Cac tha tuc cda cénh sat cheatng
han. Biy gio ba ciing dang tin cdy hon mét chit vé dé tai sing dan. Ca
nhirng gi thdm chi con can thi€t hon, c6 the’ ba da dwoc ban be 1a ¢6” van
phép luat hay luat sw giip ba hiéu chinh mét s6” diem lién quan dén phap
luat.”

Ong d¢ sang mdt bén ba Ariadne Oliver va ¢dm 1én mot quyén truyén
khac.

“Bay gio day la 6ng Cyril Quain. A, 6ng Quain nay la bac thdy vé
ching ctr ngoai pham.”

“Ong ta 1a mot nha van chan chét di dwoc, néu chau nhé khong Tam,”
toi noi.

“Puing la trong siach cta ong ay chealng xay ra chuyén gi dic biét ly ky
rung ron,” Poirot néi. “Cé mot xac chét, di nhién. Thinh thodng con c6 hai
cai. Nhwng toan b van dé bao gio cling la chirng ¢ ngoai pham, lich trinh
tau hda, cac tuyén dwong xe buyt, so d6 cac dwong 16 bing qua ving thon
qué. To6i thi that minh rat khodi sw rdi rim phitc tap ndy, cdch st dung
chitng ctr ngoai pham that cong phu ndy. Toi ra't thich thd khi c& bét gid
ong Cyril Quain.”

“Va chau nghi béc ludn thanh cong,” t61 noi.

Poirot thit tha.

“Khong phai ludn ludén,” 6ng thtra nhan. “Khong, khong phai luén luon.
Di nhién sau mot thoi gian ngwoi ta nhian ra quyén nay cua Ong gan nhw

giong hét mot quyén khac. Cac chirng cir ngoai pham I4n nao ciling giong



nhau, médc du khong phai 1a gidng hét. Cau bi€t day, mon cher Colin, t6i

hinh dung cdi ong Cyril Quain nay dang ngoi trong phong, hut 6ng di€u
nhw d3 dwore miéu ta trong birc anh ciia dng ta. Ong ngdi dd’y, xung quanh
la sach kié€n thirc phd thoéng, cic tdc pham cua Bradshaw dai luc, cac tap
sach gidi thiéu cac hang hang khong, cac thoi bi€u dd loai. Tham chi lich
hoat dong cua cac tau khach ntra. N6i gi thi néi, Colin a, c6 trinh ty va
phwong phap trong cac tac pham cua Cyril Quain day.”

Poirot dat 6ng Quain xuéng va cam Ién mdt quyén sach khac.

“Bay gio’ 1a 6ng Garry Gregson, moOt nha van viét truyén trinh tham ky
la. Ong da viét it nhat sdu muwoi bdn quyéh, toi nhé 1a the”. Ong ta gan nhw
trdli nguoc hin v&i Quain. Trong sidch cta Quain ch?ing c6 bao nhi€u
chuyén xdy ra, con trong truyén cta Garry Gregson lai c6 qua nhiéu. Chiing
xdy ra mOt cach ba't hop ly trong cdnh dong ngwoi hdn loan. Chiing ¢6 ra't
nhiéu mau sic, mot m& nhitng chuyén cwong diéu qua’y 1én bang gdy. Canh
d6 mau — nhirng cdi xdc — cac manh m6i — nhirng con rung minh kinh
hai chit dong r'di lan tran khip noi. TAt ca that hap din, tt cd rat khong
gidng v&i cude song that. Ong ta gan gidng mdt ly rworu cocktail My thude
hang khong cé tiéng tim gi, ma thanh phan pha ché ra't dang nghi ngo.”

Poirot dwng lai, thé dai roi tré lai voi bai thuy€t gidang ctia 6ng. “Thé
r'oi ching t6i quay sang nwdc My.” Ong rit mot quyén tir ddng sdch bén
tay trdi. “Gio day la Florence Elks. Quy ba nay ¢4 tri khon, mac du ¢ 1€
toi 1a ngwoi chuyén ném rwegru vang. Mot thir regu vang do hay rwou vang
Bourgogne cua Phap dwoe dwa vao mot cau chuyén, véi viéc hai nho nd'u
regru va xin chieng thee chi't lwgng, t6i van ludn thd’y né 1am cho minh vui

thich. Nhung lwong regu whisky lda mach den va whisky ngd chinh xéac da



dwoe tham tir ti€u thu trén moi trang sach khac cua truyén trinh tham My
do1 v&i t6i dwdng nhw ching thd vi chidt ndo. Anh ta udng mot pint hay nira
pint rerg'u ma anh ta 18y ra tw tdi ngyc do cia minh doi v&i t6i dwong nhw
chaalng cd cach nao anh hwong dén cac hanh ddng trong truyén. Pong co
gi€t ngwoi vi udng rweou trong sach ciia My cling ting xay ra trong vu chat
dau Vua Charles, c6 ra't nhiéu y nghia voi 6ng Dick dang thwong khi 6ng
cd viét h'6i ky doi minh. Khong thé nao tranh khoi.”

“Con trrong phdi manh mé thi sao?” t6i hoi.

Poirot phay tay gat sang mot bén cdi treong phai manh mé gidng nhw
dudi con rudi hay con mudi khong moi ma dén.

“Bao lwc dap trd bao lwc w? Khién ngwoi ta quan tim tw bao gio thé?
T6i ting tha’y ra't nhi€u hanh vi bao Iyc khi m&i vao nghé lam mot si quan

canh sét. Ai cha, cau cling c6 the doc mdt sach gido khoa vé y hoc. Tout de

tinh hon, giau tri twdng twong hon cac tic pham cta Anh. Gigng van c¢6
strc bi€u cam kém hon, bau khong khi cang th§ng bi qua tai so v&i hau hét
cac nha van Phéap. Bay gio ta hay 18y Louisa O’Malley lam vi du.”

Ong lai luc loi tim mdt quyén séch.

“Nhitng trang vié€t uyén bdc tuyét hay ctia ba miu muc bi€t ching nao,
tuy thé& cling hap dan biét bao, ba goi cho ddc gid mot ndi khiép so cir ting
ngdi nha 1&n bang dd nau 1a gi — sao toi chwa tirng biét nhi? Nhitng ciin ho
biét 1ap, nhirng ki€u cach tredng gia gy cam xdc &y, va an sau dwdi day
nhirng bang dang tdi 4c khong heé bj tinh nghi cr ti€n hanh hoat dong theo
16 trinh chwa bi 16. C6 th€ xdy ra nhw th€’, va theong xay ra nhw thé. Ba ta

¢idi that, ba Louisa O’Malley nay, qué tht ba ta ri't tai gidi.”



Ong thé dai, dya ngtra ra, 1c d4u roi ndc can chd nudce thudc sic con
lai.

“Varoi — van ludn c¢6 nhitng quyén séach cii dwore yéu thich nhat.”

Ong lai luc tim mot quyén khéc.

“Nhitng cudc phiéu lwu ciia Sherlock Holmes,” 6ng 1am bam mot cach

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle &y ma. Nhirng chuyén k& vé Sherlock Holmes nay
thyc t& déu gwong gao, ddy riy nguy bién, hdu hét dwoc bia didt mot cach
gia tao. Nhung nghé thuit sang tac lai — a, la chuyén hoan toan khac. Sy
thd vi ciia ngdn ngir, trén ta't ca 1a sy sdng tao nhan vat ra’t cwe khoi 1a bac si
Watson. A, qua diing 12 mot thing loi 16m.”

Ong th dai va 18c dau r'oi thi tham, k&t hop mot cach ty nhién nhirng ¥

twdng: “Ce cher Hastings. Ong ban Hastings ma cdu thwong nghe tdi néi

dy. Da lau roi khong ¢6 tin tiec gi vé 6ng ta cd. That vo 1y biét bao khi
nguoi ta di ty chon xdc minh & Nam My 14 novi vAn ludn ¢6 cdc cudce cach
mang.”

“Pau chi gidi han & Nam My,” t6i lam r5. “Ngay nay cach mang khap
th& gi¢i ma bac.”

“Cho ¢6 ban vé qua bom ay chix,” Hercule Poirot néi. “Chuyén gi phai
dén sé dén, nhwng ching ta chd ¢6 ban!”

“That ra chdu t&i d€ ban mdt chuyén hoan toan khac voi bac.”

“A, ciu sip cudi vor, phdi the’ khong? To6i ra't vui ming, mon cher ming

lam.”



“Cai quai gi khién bac nghi vy chir hd, bac Poirot?”

“Chuyén threong tinh, van thwong xay ra ma ciu.”

“Co6 1€ vay,” tdi qua quyét, “nhwng khong phadi v&i chdu dau. That ra
chdu toi d€ k€ cho bac nghe 1a chau da dung phai mét van dé nhd hay hay
vE an mang.”

“That th&" w? Mot van d€ hay hay vé an mang, cau bao thé’ v? Va cau da
mang dén cho to1. Tai sao?”

“A...” tdi hoi bdi 101, “chéu. .. chdu twdng bac sé thich thd.”

Poirot nhin téi v&i vé dam chiéu, 6ng vu6t ve hang ria mép r'oi noi:
“MOot éng chu ra't tk t& véi con ché ctia minh. Ong thuwong ra ngoai va ném
bdong cho con ché. Con ché coi vdy ma cling ¢6 kha nang t t& voi chi. Con
cho6 thwong giét thd hay chudt roi dem dén dit dwoi chan cha. Khi &y né
thwong lam gi h? N6 vay dudi.”

T6i khong nin dwgre cudi. “Chdu dang vay dudi sao?”

“Pung thé” da’y anh ban a. Phai, t6i nghi the".”

“Puoc thoi. Va éng chi néi gi? Ong ta ¢ mudn tha'y con chudt ciia con
ch6 khéng day? Ong ta c6 mudn biét hét khong?”

“D1 nhién ro6i. L€ ty nhi€n la th&. Ciu nghi td1 ac khi€n t61 quan tam
thich thd chir gi? Ping khong nao?”

“Toan bd that ra khong c6 nghia ly gi hét.”

“Khong thé nao,” Poirot néi. “Moi sy viéc déu cd y nghia. Moi s trén
doi.”

“Vay bac cd tim ra y nghia vu nay di! Chiu khong lam degc. Chuyén
thye ra khdng lién quan dén chau. Chi tinh co ddm dau vao thoi. Béc a,

chuyén c6 th€' héa ra 1a rd't don gidan mdt khi nguoi chét dwoe nhan dién.”



“Cau dang k€ chuyén cha c6 phwong phap va cha cé trinh ty dau dudi gi
ca,” Poirot td ra nghiém khic. “Hay d€ t6i dé nghj ciu cho toi biét 1d cdc sy
kién! Cau bao la mot 4n mang, phai thé khong?”

“Pung 12 mot 4n mang,” tdi doan chic. “Ching ta bit dau nhé!”

Tai ta lai cho dng nghe tirng chi ti€t vé bién cd da dién ra & nha so 19,
Wilbraham Crescent. Hercule Poirot dira ngtra trén gh&’. Ong nhdm mét lai,
ngon tay trd g6 nhe 1€n tay vin trong khi nghe t6i k€. Cudi cung khi t6i da
ngung lai, 6ng van khong néi gi hét mot lic. R6i ong hoi, vAn khong mé

mét ra: “Sans blague?”

“Q, tuyét di khong,” toi ddp.

“Epatant,” 6ng noéi, thedng thirc tw nay trén dau lwdi, roi lap lai tung
am ti€t. “E-pa-tant.” Sau d6 Ong ti€p tuc go 1€n tay gh€ va khé gat gat cai
dau.

“Nao,” toi s6t rudt noi, sau khi cho’ thém vai phat. “Bac néi gi di chw?”

“Nhwng cau mudn t61 noi gi day?”

“Chau mudén bac cho chdu gidi phap. Chau da luén hi€u dwoc twr bac
ring hoan toan c6 thé nim dwa ngita trén gh&’, chi can suy nghi tha'u ddo roi
di dén giai phap. Hoan toan khong céan phai di tham van ngwoi nay ké no
va chay don chay ddo tim manh mo1.”

“Toi van ludn git cach lam viéc nhw the.”

“A, bt dwoe tay cta bac roi,” toi ndi. “Chau da cho bac bi€t cac sw

kién, bay gio’ chau muén cé lovi giai.”

“Ch4u vAn mudn bdc nghi ra cdi gi dé.”



Ong trdm ngam suy nghi mot lat: “Toi hi€u. C6 mdt diéu chic chdn,”
ong tuyén bd’. “Chéc hin day la mot vy an rd't don gian.”

“Pon gian sao?” tdi gang hdi v&i ddi chit ngac nhién.

“Bén chat la the"”

“Tai sao chic hin 1a don gian chr?”

“Bd&i vi nd c6 vé bé ngoai qua phirc tap. Néu can phai c6 vé bé ngoai
phtic tap thi chic han 1a don gidn. Cau hiéu dwoc diéu 4y chi?”

“That tinh chdu khong r6 minh c6 hi€u khdng ntra.”

“Ky la that,” 6ng tram ngam, “nhirng gi cu ke t6i nghe — tdi nghi — c6
gi ddy quen thudc voi t6i. Xem & ddu nao— khi nao — t6i da gip phai
chuyén gi...” 6ng dung lai.

“B0O nho cta bac,” toi ndi, “han phai 1a mot bdn that rdng chira day cac
vu an. Bac nhé dwore hét ca, phai khong?”

“Rui thay, khong phai th€”” Poirot néi, “nhwng thinh thodng nhirng h'6i
rc nay cling htru ich. T6i nhé m6t Tan & Liege ¢c6 mot chit hang xa phong.
Hin ha ddc ba vor d€ cudi co thw ky téc vang. Vu 4n hinh sy 4y di thanh
ki€u mAu. V& sau, ra't 1au mii vé sau, kiéu mdu Ay lai tdi dién.

“T6i dd nhan ra né. L'an nay 14 vu 4n mdt con ché Béc Kinh bj bt céc,

nhung ciling cdi ki€u ay. T6i da tim di€u twong dwong & ¢d thw Ky téc vang
di€u cdu néi v&i téi mot Tan nira toi lai ¢6 cai cam giac nhan ra cai gi d6.”

“Nhwrng chi€c dong h'd ha?” Téi goi y, trong long tran tré hy vong.
“Nhan vién bao hiém gia mao a?”

“Khong, khong,” Poirot 1ic dau.

“Ba mu phai khong?”



“Khong, khéng, khong. Ping 1am t6i r6i tri!”

“Chau c6 phan tha't vong vE€ bac, bac Poirot a,” téi ndi. “Chau twdng bac
s& cho chdu d4p 4n ngay tirc khic chi.”

“Nhung ban tré o, hién thoi ciu chi méi trinh cho t6i cdi ki€u mau. Con
nhiéu diéu phai tim ra ntra. C6 thé nguoi dan 6ng nay sé dwore nhan dang.
Cénh sdt ra't xua't sic trong viéc d6. Ho c6 hd so cdc vu hinh s, ho c6 thé
cho dang anh nguoi dan 6ng, ho ¢6 th€ 18y dwoc danh sidch nhirng nguoi
mat tich, c6 nhirng cudc khao sat khoa hoc vé y phuc ctia nguoi chét, van
van va van van. A phai roi, c6 ca tram phwong ngan ciach va nhiéu phwong
tién khac d&€ ho sip dit bo tri. Khong nghi ngd gi cd, ngwdi nay sé& dwoc
nhin dang.”

“Nhuw vay ldc nay khong cé gi d€'lam, ¢6 phai bac nghi vay khong?”

“Ludn ludn c6 viéc gi ddy de€’lam,” Hercule Poirot néi vé nghi€m trong.

“Nhuw 1a viéc gi?”

Ong ve vay ngoén trd chi vao t6i d€ nhan manh.

“Hay tro chuyén v&i cac lang giéng!”

“Pa lam r'6i. Chau da cung di voi Hardcastle khi anh &y tham vamn ho.
Ho khong bi€t di€u gi c6 ich hét.”

“Ai cha cha, ddy la cau nghi nhw thé&. Nhung t6i cam doan v&i ciu
chang th€ nao nhw vady. Cau dén gap ho, hdi ho ¢6 thd’y gi dang nghi ngo
khong, va ho tra loi 1a khong. R6i ciu nghi ta't cd chi cé thé& thoi. Nhung
da’y khong phai di€u t6i mudn néi khi bao hdy trdo chuyén véi cac lang
giéng. To6i bao hay néi chuyén v&i ho! Hay d€ ho ndéi chuyén véi ciu! Va
qua cudc dam thoai cua ho ciu s€ ludn tim ra mot manh md&i & dau dé. Ho

¢ th€ ndi vé vweon nha minh, cac thd cwng, hodc hiéu lam téc, hiéu may,



hay ban be, hodc mén an ho thich. Ludn ludén & dau d6 s€ ¢6 mot 1o ndi tda
sdng. Cau bao cha c6 gi htru ich trong céc cudc trd chuyén ay sao. Toi néi
khong th€ thé dau. Gid nhu cdu co th€ lap lai cho t6i nghe ting tvr mdt
nhi...”

“A, thuc ra chdu c6 th€ 1am dwoc chuyén d6. Chau da ghi td'c ky nhitng
gi da dwoee ndi ra, dong vai mot ha si quan canh sat phu ta. Chau da cho giai
ma va danh mdy, r'6i dem toi cho bac. Pay nay!”

“A, ciu ding la mdt ciu bé ngoan, qua that cau ra't ngoan! Nhirng gi cau

da lam la ding chinh x4c. Chinh xéc. Je vous remercie infiniment.

Cam thay ra't bdi 161, toi héi: “Béc cé goi ¥ nao niva khong?”

“Co, t6i ludn c6 goi y. C6 ¢d gdi nay. Cau c6 th€ néi chuyén voi cd gai
nay. Hay di gdp c6 ay! Hai nguoi da két ban r'oi, khong phai thé v? Chéng
phéi cdu da om si€t c6 ay trong vong tay khi ¢6 &y bd chay ra khédi ngoi
nha trong con hoang loan sao?”

“Bac bi lam vi doc Garry Gregson r'61,” toi néi. “Béc bi 1am cai bt phap
cwong diéu d6 mat roi.”

“Co6 1€ ciu noéi ding da’y,” Poirot thra nhan. “Nguwoi ta thwong bi anh
hwdng, ding thé&’, van phong ciia mot tac pham da doc.”

“Con do1 voi ¢b gdi...” toi n6i, roi dung lai.

Poirot nhin t6i ¢6 y do hoi.

“Sao?”

“Chdu dau c6 thich — chau khong muon...”

“A ra th&. Trong thim tAm cAu nghi cd ta c¢6 lién quan th& nao day véi
vu 4n nay.”

“Khong, khong phai. Hoan toan thuin tdy ngiu nhién khién cod &y tinh



co toi d6.”

“Khong, khong dau, mon ami, khong phai thuan tiy ngdu nhién déu. Céu
bi€t r& ma. C4u da ndi voi toi nhw the’ ma. Co 'y da duorc yéu cau qua dién
thoai. Yéu cau dich danh.”

“Nhung c6 2y dau co6 biet tai sao.”

“Cau dau c6 th€ chic chén 1a c6 ta khong biét. Ra't c6 the co ta biét vi
sao nhung dang gid'u gi€m chuyén dy.”

“Chau khong nghi vay,” tdi dap mdt cdch ngang budng.

“Van c6 kha ning ciu tim ra dwoc 1y do vi sao lai th& bing cich tro
chuyén v&i ¢6 ta, ngay ca khi chinh c6 ta cling khong nhéan biét sy that.”

“Chéu khong bi€t cach nao—y chau mudn néi — chdu chi mdi biét ¢6
ay thoi.”

Hercule Poirot lai nhdm mét. R6i 6ng néi: “Cé liic trong qud trinh hai
ngwoi thudc gidi tinh trdi ngwoc dang hap dan nhau, khi &y cau ndi nay
nha't dinh ding. Co ta 1a mot c6 gai hd'p dan, t6i nghi thé” ¢ ding khong?”

“Piing. R4t hap dan.”

“Hay tro chuyén v&i ¢6 ta di nha,” Poirot ra 1€nh, “vi ¢6 cdu da la ban
be, va ciu sé lai di gip ngwoi dan ba mu vdi d6i 107 xin 16i. CAu néi chuyén
voi ba ta nhd. R6i cdu dén cdi phong danh may &Yy, c6 1€ gia vo’ thué danh
mdy mot ban thao viét tay. C6 1€ cdu nén lam quen v&i mot cd gai khac lam
viéc & ddy. Hay néi chuyén v&i ta't ca nhirng ngwoi nay, roi sau do tré lai
gap toi va ke t6i nghe moi diéu ho néi!”

“Tha cho chéau di!” td1 noi.

“Cha sao dau ma,” Poirot bdo. “R'6i cdu s€ thich thi thoi.”

“Hinh nhw bac khong tha’y chdu con cé viéc cia chiu phai lam nwra.”



“Cau s€ lam con t6t hon nhiéu vi ¢6 khodng thoi gian thw gian,” Poirot
tran an toi.

To6i dieng day va cuoi.

“A, béc 12 bac si ma! Con 1oi khon ngoan nao danh cho chdu nira khong?
Béc ¢6 cdm nhén di€u gi vé viéc nhirng chi€c dong h'6 ky la khong a?”

Poirot lai dia ngtra ra gh& va nhim mét.

Loi 0ng néi hoan toan ba't ngo.

“Tho'i gian dén roi, con hdi md ndi,
D& ban Idm chuyén véi nhiéu 1o
Vé giay, tau thity va xi gdn,

Bdp cdi ciing vua chiia khdp noi.
Vi sao bién nong nhw dang soi,

Va phdi chdng lon nha co canh?”

Ong lai m& mat roi gat dau.
“Cau c6 hi€u khong?”
“Trich tw Con hdi md va ga thg moc, Alice qua gwong soi.”

“Chinh xac. Ngay ldc nay, da’y la di€u t6t nhat t6i c6 th€ lam cho cu,

mon cher. Hay suy ngm that ky nhé!”



CHUONG 15

Budi so’ tham dwore ddong dao cong ching tham dw. Rung minh kinh s¢r vi
mot 4n mang ngay gitra 1ong thanh phd’, ngeoi dan Crowdean dam ra nhiét
thanh hy vong vu an s€ dwoc vach tran v&i nhirng tinh ti€t giat gan. Tuy
nhién cdc bwdc ti€n hanh van kho khan nhw thwong 1€. Sheila Webb chaalng
can phai s¢ tham van, né qua di trong vong hai phuit.

Pi c6 mdt 1¢i nhin qua dién thoai goi t&i Phong Cavendish huéng din
c6 dén nha s& 19, Wilbraham Crescent. C6 da di, roi vao phong khéich theo
loi chi dan. Co da phét hién ngwoi chét & do, thét 1én roi chay nhanh ra
khoi cdn nha d€ tim nguoi tror gidp. Chzamg c6 van dé gi, cling khong can
di€u tra chi tiét.

Ba Martindale, cling cung cap loi khai, bi tham van v&i thoi gian thim
chi con ngin hon. Ba da nhan mdt 1¢i nhin cé ndi dung cd Pebmarsh yéu
cau ba gri mot thw ky danh may ki€m td'c ky, wu tién cho c6 Sheila Webb,
toi 19, Wilbraham Crescent, va cho vai chi dan. Ba da ghi lai gio chinh xéc
cta cudc goi dién la 1 gio’ 49 phit. Vay 1a ba Martindale da dwoc hdi xong.

Puwoc goi ti€p sau dé, ba Pebmarsh khang khang pht nhan viéc yéu cau
bat cr thw ky ddnh mdy nao t&i nha minh ngay hom dé t Van phong

Cavendish.



Thanh tra Hardcastle phat biéu ngin gon khong cdm xiic. Nhan duwoc
cudc dién thoai ong da dén sd 19, Wilbraham Crescent, & d6 6ng tim tha'y
cdi xdc clia ngwoi chét.

Sau d6 vién can bd so’ tham cla tdoa an chuyén di€u tra v€é nhirng céi
chét ba't thwong hoi 6ng: “Ong da nhan dang ngudi chét dwoc chwa?”

“Van chua, thwa 6ng. Vi ly do &y, toi da yéu cau lui budi so’ tham nay.”

“Phai th& thoi.”

R6i d&n chirng ¢ phdp y. Béac si Rigg, bac si phép y, sau khi ty gidi
thiéu ban than va trinh dd chuyén mén, k€ lai chuyén da t&i nha s6 19,
Wilbraham Crescent va viéc kham nghiém t thi.

“Béc si c6 th€ cho ching tdi y ki€n gan ding vé thoi gian t& vong
khong?”

“T6i kham cdi xac lic ba gio redi. C6 the xac dinh thoi gian té vong
trong vong tr mot gio’ rwedi d€n hai gio’ rwdi.”

“Ong khong th€ xdc dinh khoang thdi gian ngén hon thé hay sao?”

“T6i chon khéng lam thé". Theo wdc dodn thi thoi gian ¢6 kha ndng nhat
la hai gior hay sdm hon nra. Nhung ¢6 nhiéu yéu t6° can phai tinh dén.
Tudi tac, tinh trang strc khde, van van.”

“Ong c6 tién hanh giai phiu t& thi khéng?”

“T6i da lam.”

“Nguyén nhan gay ra cdi chét?”

“Nan nhan da bi dam bﬁng mot con dao mong, sdc bén. M6t con dao
binh thwong, ¢6 1€ 1a dao 1am bé&p cua Phdp c6 lwdi thon nhon. Miii dao da
dam vao...” NGi t&i day bac si dung to chuyén mén ky thuit nhiéu hon d€¢

gidi thich vj tri chinh xdc chd dao dAm vao tim.



“C0 phai chét ngay tirc thi khéng?”

“Ché4c da xay ra chi trong vong vai phit.”

“Nguoi &y da khong la hét hay khang cy sao?”

“Khong h€, trong hoan canh lic 6ng ta bj dam.”

“Béc si c6 the€ giai thich cho ching tdi bi€t 6ng néi cau &y c6 nghia gi?”

“To61 da kham mdt s6 co quan ndi tang va lam mot s& xét nghiém. C6
the néi khi bj gi€t ong ta dang trong tinh trang hon mé€ do sy phét tic cua
thu6c.”

“Béc si c6 the cho biét d6 la thudc gi hay khong?”

“Vang, do la chloral hydrate.”

“Ong c6 th€ cho biét n6 phat tdc the nao?”

“C6 th€ nodi la dwge pha vao mot thir reoru gi d6. Tac dung chia chloral
hydrate rat nhanh chong.”

“Nghe néi chi trong vai khic, nhr udng Mickey Finn,” vién cdn bd so
tham 1am bam.

“Hoan toan ding nhw viy,” bic s Rigg néi. “Ong ta da udng cha't 1dng
d6 ma khong hé nghi ngo. Vai phit sau 6ng ta bi choang va nga lan ra bat
tinh.”

“Theo y ki€n ctia 6ng thi 6ng &y bi dam trong khi ba't tinh sao?”

“T6i tin th&”. Can ctr vao viéc khéng c6 dd'u hiéu khang cy va dng ta co
vé thanh than.”

“Ong ta bj gi€t bao 1au sau khi tré nén bat tinh?”

“T6i khong th€ néi diéu d6 v&i bt ky do xdc thuc ndo. O déy lai tuy
thudc vao khi chit caa nan nhan. Ong ta s& khong h'6i tinh trong nira gid va

¢4 thé€ con 1au hon thé€ ra't nhiéu.”



“Cam on béc si Rigg. Ong c6 ching ¢t nio vé viéc ngwdi nay da ding
btra [an cudi lic nao hay khong?”

“Ong ta chwa #n trrra, néu d6 1a diéu 6ng mudn hoi. Ong ta di khong in
thitc 4n rin trong vong it nhat bon gidr.”

“Cam on béc si Rigg. T6i nghi ta't ca chi c6 the théi.” Sau dé vién can
b6 so’ tham nhin quanh r'6i néi: “Budi tham tra s€ doi lai nira thdng, cho
dén ngay 28 thang 9.”

Budi so’ thAim k&t thiic. Ngudi ta bit dAu ra khdi toa 4n. Edna Brent ciing
voi hdu hét cac cd gai & Phong Cavendish déu c6 mat. Khi da ra ngoai
Edna c6 vé tan ngan. Phong Thu ky Cavendish da dong ctra cd buoi sang.
Maureen West, mot ¢6 gai khac, néi v&i ¢6: “Sao day, hda Edna? Tui minh
t&i quan Bluebird an tria ha? Con ca dong thoi gian. DU sao cdu ciing ¢6
thoi gian ma.”

“To khodng con thoi gian nhw cdc cdu,” Edna néi v&i vé phat y. “Meo
Hung bdo t& nén an trwa khi nghi giai lao Ian dau tién. Keo kiét thiét. T¢
trdng minh s& c¢6 thém mot gidr d& di mua sim va lam viéc nay viéc no
cho.”

“Ping 1a Méo Hung,” Maureen néi. “Ba keo kiét nhw quy, phai khong?
Chd minh mé ctra lai lic hai gio, ma tui minh phai c6 mit day du & do.
Céu dang tim ai ha?”

“Tim Sheila. T& khong thay cdu &y dira.”

“Sheila da bd vé sdm roi,” Maureen noéi, “sau khi cung cdp loi khai
xong. Co &7y bd di v&i mot anh chang nhung té khong biét hin 12 ai. Cau ¢
di khong ha?”

Edna van con phin van. Co bdo: “Thoi c4u ctt di di — D sao t& con

3. . <
phai di mua sam.”



Maureen va mot c6 khac cuing bd di. Edna chin chw nan lai. Cudi cing
¢d thu hét can ddm d€ ndi voi anh canh sat tré téc vang hoe ding & 167 vao.

“T6i tréd vO bén trong dwoe khdong?” ¢d rut re thi tham, “d€ ndi truyén
voi cdi Ong da t¢i van phong — thanh tra gi d6.”

“Thanh tra Hardcastle ha?”

“Véng, ding r'6i. Cdi 6ng da cho loi khai sang nay d6.”

“A...” anh canh st tré ngé vao bén trong tda 4n va quan sit dng thanh
tra dang mai mé trd chuyén v&i nhan vién diéu tra va canh sat truedng hat
nay. “Trong 6ng 2y c6 vé dang ban, c6 a. Lat nira c6 ghé vao d6n canh sat
di, hay cit nhén lai v&i tdi... C6 phdi chuyén gi quan trong khong ha?”

“A, that ra khong thanh van d¢é,” Edna ddp. “P6 la... a... chi 1a tbi
khong hiéu lam sao ma di€u c6 &y ndi lai cé th€ 1a sy that bdi vi toi mudn
noi...” CO xoay nguoi bod di, vin dang nhiu may ra't kho hiéu.

Roi khoi chor ngill cd'c, ¢o gdi lang thang trén phd chinh. C6 van cau mit
nhan may bdi rdi, cd suy nghi. Suy nghi chwa bao gio' 1a thé” manh cuia
Edna. C6 cang c6 lam sang td moi sy trong dau minh, dau 6c¢ cd cang tré¢
nén rd1 beng.

C6 mdt Tan ¢d ndi 1on ti€ng: “Nhung khong thé nao nhw vay... Khong
thé’ nao nhw ¢6 4y ndi...”

Dot nhién voi dang vé clia mot ké dang lam mot cudc cach mang, cod
xoay nguwoi roi khdi con phd” chinh, r'oi theo dwong Albany di vE hudng

Wilbraham Crescent.



Tw ngay bdo chi loan tin mot 4n mang da xdy ra & s& 19, Wilbraham
Crescent, 1t dong ngudi tu tip trede ngdi nha d6 hing ngiy d€ ngim
nghia thoa thich. Gach vira don so 1ai ¢6 theé lam cho ddong ddo cong chiing
mé man trong mot s6 hoan canh that sy la mot diéu huyén bi. Trong hai
muoi bdn gio dau tién, mot vién canh sat da phai gac tai d6 d€ xua nguoi
ta di mot cach hach dich. Tw ldc d6 sy quan tdm chd y da gidm bot nhwng
van khong ngirng hin. Xe tai giao hang ctia cic thwong gia gidm bot td'c do
mot chit khi chay ngang qua. Nhitng phu ntr day xe ndi thwong dung lai
trén Té dwong d6i dién chirng bon, ndm phit va ddm dam nhin mudn 10i
trong con mét ra khi chiém ngwdng co ngoi sach s&, ngin nip cta cd
Pebmarsh. C4c ba, cdc ¢d x4ch tdi di mua sim thuwong tam ding v&i 4nh
mat td mo va tdm chuyén v&i ban bé mdt cach thich thd.

“P¢d 1a can nha — nguoi d6 & trong...”

“Cai xac & trong phong khach... Khong, t6i nghi phong khéach 1a cén
phong ding trudc, cin & bén trdi d6.”

“Chu ban tap héa néi voi tui 1a can bén phai ma.”

“A, t&'t nhién c6 th€ nhw vay. C6 T4n t6i vo nha s§ 10 va & d6 toi nhé rat
ranh r€ phong dn & bén phai, con phong khach & bén trai...”

“Trong khong c6 vé gi la da ¢c6 mot vu giét ngwoi trong Ay, phai
khong...?”

“T6i tin ¢O gai da ra khoi cong, la hét nhw loan tri...”

“Nguoi ta bao tr hom ay dau 6¢c ¢6 ta khong on. Ca s6¢ khung khiép,
ta't nhién roi...”

“Hfn d6t nhap vao qua ctra sO dang sau, vi thé ngudi ta néi hin dang bd

bac vao bao thi cd gai di vao va phat hién han & doé...”



“Nguoi dan ba dang thwong chd ng6i nha, ba ta bi mu, téi nghiép qua!
B&i vay di nhién ba khong th€' nao bi€t chuyén gi dang xay ra.”

“Oi, nhung khi 4y ba dau c6 & dé...”

“Tdi twdng ba c6 & d6 ché. Ba c6 & trén T4u va da nghe tiéng hén. Oi
troi 01, toi phai ti€p tuc di mua hang thoi.”

Hau nhw lic nao van ti€p tuc c¢6 nhitng cudc tdm chuyén twong ty. Bi
cudn hit nhw nam cham, nhitng ngwoi hau nhw khong the dén cling dén
Wilbraham Crescent. Ho tam dirng, nhin cham chip roi tiép tuc di ngang
qua, nhu cau trong long phan nao dwgrc thda man.

Dén diy roi van con rdi tri, Edna Brent thd'y minh dang chen chic trong
mo6t nhém nhd d6 ndm hay sdu ngwoi dang mai mé vi thd tiéu khién wa
thich nha't 12 ngdm nghia ngdi nha ¢ 4n mang.

Edna v&n dé bi nguoi khdc goi ¥ ciing nhin chdm chip.

Vay ra d6 1a can nha noi vy dn xay ra. Nhirng tAm man che ctra sO sach
s€ gon gang. Trong van dep dé qua. VAy ma mot ngwoi dan 6ng lai bi giét
trong d6. Giét biang mot con dao lam bé&p. Mot con dao lam bép binh
thweong. Hau nhw moi ngwoi déu ¢6 mot con dao lam bép...

Bi mé hodc b&i hanh vi clia nhirng ngwoi xung quanh, Edna ciing nhin
chim chip va thoi khong suy nghi nira. ..

C6 hau nhwr quén béng diéu gi da dwa co tdi day...

C0 giat minh khi nghe mot giong n6i bén tai.

Co6 quay dau lai, kinh ngac vi nhan ra.
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CHUONG 16

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

n> 2

To1 de’'y tha’y Sheila Webb lflng lang 1én ra khoi toa. Co da cho 1o khai rat
tot. Trong c6 c6 vé cang thzamg, nhwng khong cang thealng qua muwc. Chi ty
nhién vy théi, that vay. (Ong Beck s& néi gi? “Biéu hién tt 1&m.” Toi da
nghe Ong ta nodi the?)

T6i ngac nhién tredc nhirng chirng cr ctia béc si Rigg. (Dick Hardcastle
da khong néi v&i tdi nhung chic hin ong bi€t) va sau do toi di theo c6 2.

“Du sao ciing khong t& 1dm, phai khong?” tdi néi khi bét kip cd.

“Khong té. That ra ra't dé chju. Sor tham vién that t t&.” C6 do du. “Tiép
theo s€ la chuyén gi?”

“Ong &y s& hodn cudc diéu tra — d€ tim thém chitng c. C6 1& nira
thang hodc cho tdi khi ¢6 th€ nhan dang ngwoi chét.”

“Anh nghi ho sé nhan dién duwoc Ong &y ha?”

“Phai,” t61 ddp. “Ho s€ nhdn dién dwgce thoi. Chuyén &y khong cé gi
phai nghi ngo ca.”

Co6 rung minh. “H6m nay trei lanh qua.”



Troi khong qua lanh 1€o. That sw, toi nghi 1a kha A'm ap.

“Di #n trira som dwge khong?” t6i dé nghi. “Co khong phai trd lai chd
danh may, phai khong?”

“Khong. Van phong déng ctra t&i hai gio'.”

“The  thi ta di théi. Mon an Trung Hoa ¢6 ¢6 dung dworc khong? Toi thdy
¢ mdt quan dn nho trén dwong nay ¢ dwdi kia kia.”

Sheila ¢6 vé do du.

“T6i phai di mua sim.”

“P¢€ sau di mua cling dworec ma.”

“Khong, t6i khdong th€ — mdt s6 ctra hang dong ctra tr mot t&i hai gio.”

“Thoéi dwore. Co s€ gip toi & d6 chir? Nira gio nira dwore khong?”

Co 2y n6i s€ dén.

T6i di ra khu nha ven bi€n va ng6i trong mot céi choi & dé. Gid tw ngoai
biéh thdi thidng vao ngudi toi.

T6i mudn ¢6 thoi gian suy nghi. Ngwoi ta van ludn ndi gian khi nhitng
ngwoi khac bi€t vé ta nhiéu hon ta bi€t vé chinh minh. Nhwng 6ng gia
Beck, Hercule Poirot va Dick Hardcastle, tdt ca bon ho déu da thdy ro
nhirng gi bay gio t6i budc phai thira nhan voi chinh minh 1a ¢6 that.

Tdi da quan tam lo lang cho c6 gdi ndy — di quan tAm theo mdt cich
trede gio téi chura tirng quan tAm lo 1ng cho mdt c6 géi.

Khong phai vi nhan sic cia c6. Co 4y xinh dep, xinh dep mdt cich néi
ding ra la bat thwong, khong hon khong kém. Khong phai vi ¢6 goi cam
— t6i van thweong gdp céc cd gdi quyén rii — va da hoan toan chira dworc
cai bénh dam mé tinh &i r'oi.

Chi 1a, gan nhw ngay tw Tan d4u gdp mat, t6i da nhan ra c6 chinh la c6



gai ciia minh.

Va t6i khong bi€t diéu chét tiét gi vE co ca!

Ngay sau hai gio’ toi bud'c vao d6n canh sat va xin gap Dick. Téi thd’y 6ng
ngdi & ban gid’y, dang 1at mot chéng h'd so. Ong ngwde nhin 1én va hi toi
nghi gi vé budi diéu tra chinh thirc.

Tbi néi rang tdi nghi budi so' thAim dwoe diéu hanh rat tuyét, bicu hién
ra't lich lIam.

“Chung ta lam cdi viéc 4y qua tot & da't nuwdc nay.”

“Cau nghi sao vé chirng c phap y?”

“N6i ding ra 1a mot ci d@m bat ngo. Tai sao 6ng anh khdng cho t6i biét
ha?”

“Cau mic di xa ma. Ciu c6 tham khao chuyén gia clia cAu khong?”

“Co day.”

“T6i tin minh chi nh¢& 6ng &y 1o mo’ thdi. Ria mép ra't nhiéu.”

“Ram rap,” t6i d6ng y. “Ong &y t hao vé bd ria mép 14m.”

“Chéc dng Ay gia 14m r'o6i nhi.”

“Gia nhwng chua 14 14n.”

“Thyc sy vi sao cdu lai d&€n gap 6ng ay? C6 phai thuan tdy chi vi nhan
tw bac 4i?”

“Ong anh qua that c6 mdt dau éc canh st qud da nghi, Dick! Cha yé&u 1a

thé” d6. Nhung t6i thira nhan con do hi€u ky ntra. T6i mudn nghe 6ng Ay



néi vé k& hoach phd 4n cta ching ta. Ong anh tha’y d6, 6ng van ludn néi
c4i diéu ma toi goi la nd qud c& vé chuyén dé dang phé 4n, chi cAn ng6i
trén gh& banh, cdc dau ngén cham vao nhau, nhim mét lai ma suy nghi. To6i
mudn t&i d6 d€ 1at tay ong.”

“Ong ta c6 1am theo quy trinh &y d€ gidp cau khong?”

“Cé6 chir.”

“Ong &y dd néi gi?” Dick hdi v&i doi chit to mo.

“Ong béo chic hin 1a mot 4n mang rat don gian.”

“Pon gidn a, lay Chda t6i!” Hardcastle c6 vé kich dong. “Sao ma don
gian chi?”

“Theo nhw t6i hi€u,” téi ddp, “thi 1a vi toan bd vu dn nay cé vé qua phirc
tap.”

Hardcastle 1ic dau. “Toi ching hiéu gi hét. Nghe nhuw ki€u néi ning
khon lanh cua 1a tré & Chelsea, nhwng tdi cha hi€u noi.”

“Ong &y béo t6i di n6i chuyén véi ma’y nha hang xém. Tdi da cam doan
v&i ong ching ta da lam thé r'6i.”

“V&i chieng ¢ phép y thi bay gior lang giéng thdm chi con quan trong

29

hon.

“C6 can cr nao d€ doan nguoi &y da bi danh thudc mé & mot noi nao
khac r'oi bj dwa dé€n nha s6” 19 d€ bi gi€t chét hay khong?”

Loi t6i vira n6i ¢6 gi d6 quen quen khiéh t6i kinh ngac, “It nhiéu giong
nhw 1oi ctia ba tén gi d6, cdi ba nudi meo da ndi. Lic &Yy t6i that kinh ngac
khi nghe mot nhan xét kha 1y tha.”

“Nhitng con meo &y,” Dick ring minh, dng néi tiép: “A nay, ching toi

da tim thay hung khi r6i. Hom qua.”



“Thay roi ha? O dau vay?”

“Trong nha nudi me¢o. C6 the’ doan ké sat nhan da ném vao da’y sau khi
giét nguwoi.”

“Khong c6 da'u tay, to1 doan dung khong?”

“Pa lau chui ky. C6 th€' 1a dao ctia ba't cir ai — mdi dung so qua thdi —
m&i mai sic gan day.”

“Vay da dién ra nhw the nay. Ong ta bi ddnh thudc mé — roi ché t&i
nha s& 19 — trong mot chiéc 6 t6? Hay bang cich nao?”

“C6 th€ da bi khiéng di tir mot trong cac ngdi nha cé veeon 1ién Ké.”

“C6 mot chit mao hiém, phai thé khong?”

“Cén phdi liéu linh m&i lam thé” dwoc,” thanh tra d6ng y, “va phai hi€u
bi€t that ranh r€ thdéi quen cda cac nha lan can ntra. Cé nhiéu kha nang nan
nhan bi chd dén trén mot chi€c 6 td6 hon.”

“Nhuw thé’ cling mao hi€m. Nguoi ta thwong d€y dén 6 t6.”

“Xung quanh cheatng c6 ai ca. Nhung to6i dong y 1a ké sat nhan khong the
nao biét nguwoi ta khong d€ y. Nhirng nguoi qua dwong 1€ ra da d€'y thay
mot chiéc 0 td dd trrdc nha s& 19 ngdy hom Ay...”

“Khong bi€t ho cé d€ y hay khong,” t6i ndi. “Nguoi ta qua quen thude
v 0 t0 roi. TAt nhién trie khi d6 1a mot chi€c 6 tO that 10ng 1dy — cdi gi d6
bat thwong, nhwng khong ¢6 kha ning &y...”

“Va di nhién lic d6 la gio dn trva. C4u nhéan ra khéng, Colin, diéu nay
dwa c6 Millicent Pebmarsh tr¢ vao vong di€u tra chir? Mot ngeoi dan 6ng
con du strc khoe ma lai bi mét ngwoi dan ba mu ddm nghi ciing ky, nhwng
n&u hin di bj ddnh thudc mé thi...”

“N6i cach khac ‘n€u 6ng &y dén dé de€ bi gi€t’ nhw ba Hemming clia



chiing ta da dé ra, thi 6ng ta da dé€n do c6 hen tredc ma khéng hé nghi ngo
gi hét, dwoc moi udng sherry hay cocktail — thir thudc Mickey Finn da
phat tac va cd Pebmarsh ra tay. Sau d6 ba ta rira sach ly thuéc Mickey Finn,
dit cdi xdc ndm gon trén san nha, ném con dao sang vudn nha hang x6m
r'oi nh¢ nhe budrc ra ngoai nhw thwong 1€.

“Goi dién d&n Phong Thw ky Cavendish trén dwong di...”

“Va tai sao ba ta lai lam nhw th€”? Con yéu cau dich danh Sheila Webb
ntra chr?”

“Gia ma ching ta bi€t dwore nhi,” Hardcastle nhin toi.

“Ba ta c6 bi€t khong? Bi€t co gai ay?”

“Ba ay bao khong bi€t.”

“Ba Ay bdo khong biét,” Hardcastle than tho 1ip lai. “Toi dang hoi cdu
nghi gi v€ chuyén ay?”

To1 chaalng noi chflng rang trong vai phit. T6i da nghi gi? Toi phai quyét
dinh hanh dong theo trinh ty nao. Sy that cudi cung s€ 10 rd. N6 s€ khong
lam t6n thwong Sheila néu c6 qua ding nhw t6i hing tin twéng.

Bing mot dong tic voi vang hap tAp tdi rit mot buu thi€p ti trong tdi
ra, dwa qua ban.

“Sheila nhan dwoc céi nay tw buu dién.”

Thanh tra sam soi xem ky. b6 la mot ta'm trong loat buru thi€p veé cac
dinh thy & London. Anh chup Toa Pai hinh Trung wong. Hardcastle 14t lai.
Bén phai 1a dia chi — in r6 nét. C6 R.S.Webb, 14, dwong Palmerston,
Crowdean, Sussex.

Bén trai cling dwore in, chtr: REMEMBER! va dudi d6 1a 4 gior 13.

“4 gicr 13,” Hardcastle nhan xét. “D6 1a gio xem dwore trén nhirng chiét



dong ho hom ay.” Ong 14c dau. “Mot birc anh Toa Pai hinh London, mdt
chit ‘Remember’ va mdt thoi khic: 4 gid 13. Chéc han ¢6 lién quan mat
thié€t v&i diéu gi day.”

T6i n6éi thém vao: “Co &y bao khong hi€u gi cd. Toi tin cd 8y.”

Thanh tra gat dau.

“PE t6i gitr cdi nay. Chiing t6i c6 the€ bi€t dwore di€u gi day tw nd.”

“Hy vong vay.”

Ca hai chiing t6i déu bdi r6i. D& gidi tda t6i néi: “Ong anh ciing thu
dworc nhiéu tai liéu nhi.”

“Toan nhing thi thudng thuong thdi. Va hau hét ching ich loi cdi qudi
gi. Ngudi chét khdng c6 tén trong h'6 sor hinh sy, diu van tay cia hin cling
khong c6 trong tai liéu Iwu trie. Thye t& cd xap thw nay tw nhirng ngwoi khai
12 @3 nhan ra hin gii d&n.”

Ong doc 1én:

“‘Kinh thwa ong, biec dnh trén bdo, t6i hdu nhw chdc chdn ding la
ngwoi dan éng da lén xe liva & Ga trung chuyén Willesden bita no. Han thi
tham néi mét minh, tréng cé vé rat man ro- va kich dong, khi nhin thay hdn
t6i da nght chdc hdn ¢ chuyén gi khong én day.’

“‘Kinh thwa ong, toi nghi ngwo'i dan 6ng nay trong rdt giong anh ho ciia
chong toi tén la John. Anh dy xudt ngoai dén Nam Phi nhwng co thé da tro
vé. Liic ra di anh Gy dé’rau mép, nhwng lé di nhién co the’dd cao di roi.’

“Kinh thwa 6ng, toi da trong thdy ngwoi dan 6ng ddng bdo trén mot
chuyén tau dién ngdm dém hom qua. Liic dy toi nghi co diéu gi day khdc
thiwong vé ong ta.””

Thanh tra néi ti€p: “LE& di nhi€n con c¢6 cd cidc ba nhan chong ntra.



Duwong nhw cac ba thyc sy khdng bi€t ch'dng minh trong ra lam sao. C6 cac
ba me tran tré hy vong nhén lai con trai ma ho khong gdp mat da hai muoti
nam roi.

“Con day la danh sach nhitng ngwoi mat tich. Chzatng cé gi & day co th€
gitp chiing toi. ‘George Barlow, 65 tudi, bd nha di mat biét. Vo hin nghi
chéc hén da bi mat tri nhé.” Bén duéi cé ghi chi: ‘No’ rd't nhiéu tién. Da
tha’y bd di v&i mot géa phy téc do. Gan nhw chic chin hin da quyt no’ va
chuon thaalng.’

“Nguoi k& tiép: ‘Gido sw Hargraves, sinh vién mong 6ng ta dé€n giang
bai thr ba tuén trede. Pa khong xud't hién, cling khong gii dién bao hay
thw cdo 161.””

Hardcastle hinh nhw khong xem treong hgp gido sw Hargrave 1a quan
trong.

“Thiét twdng budi dién gidng 12 vao twan I€ trede hay tuan 1€ sau day,”
ong noéi. “Co 1€ d6ng &y dinh bdo v&i quan gia minh s& di ddu nhwng lai
khong bdo. Ching tdi gap nhiu treong hop thé day.”

Cé ti€ng vo ve cua dién thoai ndi bd trén ban Hardcastle. Ong nh&’c Ong
nghe 1én.

“Ha?... Cai gi?... Ai phat hién c6 ay? Ba ta c¢6 cho biét tén khdng? To6i
hi€u. Ctr tiép tuc nhé!” Ong dit ong nghe xudng. Khi quay lai nhin t6i mit
ong thay doi hin. Nghiém khéc va cim gian.

“Nguoi ta tim thd'y mot ¢ gai chét trong mdt budng dién thoai cong
cong trén dwong Wilbraham Crescent.”

“Chét a?” to1 nhin 6ng cham cham. “Chét nhw thé" nao?”

“Bi si€t ¢0. Bang chinh chi€c khan quang ¢ ctia minh!”



Ba't chot tdi tha'y on lanh.

“Co gai nao? Khong phai la...”

Hardcastle cho t6i mdt céi li€c mét lanh lung ddnh gid ma toi chéng
thich.

“Khong phai ban géi ciia cau dau,” 6ng ndi, “né€u nhw dd’y la di€u cau lo
so. Canh sit & @6 duwong nhu biét cd ta 13 ai. Hin bdo day 12 mot co 1am
chung s& v&i Sheila Webb. Tén ¢ ta 1a Edna Brent.”

“Ai da tim thady c¢6 ay? Vién canh sit nao?”

“C0 Waterhouse twr nha s6” 18 da phat hién c6 ta. Dwong nhw ba &y dén
budng dién thoai d€ goi dién vi dién thoai nha ba bi truc trac va tha’y cd gai
da nga nhao xudng thanh mdt ddng & d6.”

Ctra m& ra va mot nhan vién canh sat néi: “Bac si Rigg dién thoai néi

dang trén dwong di, thwa sép. Ong Ay sé giip sép & Wilbraham Crescent.”
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CHUONG 17

Mot ti€ng rwdi dong h'o sau do, Thanh tra tham tir Hardcastle ng'6i vao ban
lam viéc cta minh, da ngudi bot ndi dau budn, nhin 14y mot tach tra cla
co’ quan. Mit 6ng van con nét hoang mang tirc gian.

“Xin 101 s&p, Pierce mudn néi v&i sé€p ma’y ciu.”

Hardcastle tinh tao lai.

“Pierce a? Pwoc, cho anh ta vao.”

Pierce di vao, mdt vién canh st tré trdng cé vé bon chdon lo 1ang.

“Xin 161 s&p, toi nghi ¢ nh& minh phai néi v&i s€p.”

“Sao? N6i vai toi cai gi?”

“P¢ 1a sau buoi diéu tra, thwa s€p. To6i dang lam nhiém vu & ctra vao. Co
gai nay — cO gai da bj giét chét &y. C6 — cb ta ndi voi toi.

“N6i v&i cau, the”a? Co &y da ndi gi?”

“C0 bdo mudn néi vori s€p vai lovi a.”

Hardcastle ng o1 thealng day, ba't chot tinh tdo hin.

“C06 ta mudn néi voi toi vai loi w? Co ta ¢6 néi vi sao khong?”

“Khong biét chinh xdc, thwa s€p. Xin 10i sép a. Gid ma... gid ma toi da

lam gi d6 gitip co ta. T6i hdi co c6 thé d€ lai 1&i nhin hay khong, hodc c6 18



cd c6 th€ toi d6n canh sat sau. SEp tha'y do, khi &y s&€p dang ban rén voi
Ong canh sat trerdng va ngwoi bén toa dn nén toi da nghi...”

“Chét tiét!” Hardcastle lau bau trong miéng. “L¢€ ra cau c6 thé€ bao c6 ta
doi dén khi t6i ranh viéc chi?”

“T6i rat tiéc, thua s&p.” Anh canh sit dd mit. “Tdi cho ring néu biét
chuyén hin t0i da lam nhuw vay. Nhung t61 da khong nghi cd viéc quan
trong. T6i khdng bi€t c6 ta nghi viéc d6 quan trong. Co ndi chi la diéu gi do6
khién ¢ lo 1dng.”

“Lo 14ng w?” Hardcastle hdi. Ong im ling ca mét phiit, trong ®4u nhé lai
vai su kién. Pay 1a c¢6 gai 6ng da di ngang qua ngoai phd khi 6ng dang trén
dwong toi nha ba Lawton, ¢6 gai dd@ mudn giap Sheila Webb. C6 gai nhan ra
ong khi di ngang qua va di ngan ngtr mot 14t nhw thé khdng chic ¢ nén xin
ong dung lai hay khong. Co ta da cé diéu gi do trong dau. Phai, 1a thé&” do.
Diéu gi d6 trong dau c6. Ong da d&€ vudt mat. Ba khong du lanh le d& chup
18y céi bong. Mai mé theo dudi muc dich cda riéng minh la tim ra th€m
nhtrng chi ti€t can ban vé Sheila Webb, 6ng lai bd qua mdt dieém co gia tri.
Co gdi d6 di lo 1dng u? Vi sao? Gior day c6 18 ho s& khdng bao gidr biét
dworc vi sao.

“Ti€p tuc di, Pierce,” 6ng bao. “Nai cho toi bi€t ta't ca nhung gi ciu con
nhé dwoe!” Ong néi thém mot cach ti &, vi 6ng von 12 ngwdi cong bing
chinh trye: “Cau luc dé khong bi€t viéc &y la quan trong.”

Ong biét d viy con tirc gidn va tim trang thi't vong cia minh bing
cich trach méng c4u trai tré nay thi chealng hay ho gi. Lam sao cau ta bi€t
dwoe che? Mot phian trong chwong trinh hudn luyén cua anh ta 1la dé cao
ky luét, bdo ddm ngwoi ta chi dwoe ti€p cén cap trén clia anh vao thoi gian

thich hop va dia di€m thich hgp. N&u ¢6 géi ndi 1a quan trong hay khan cap



thi da khéc hin. Nhung 6ng nghi khi nhé lai Tan dau tréng thdy ¢ & van
phong, c6 khong phai ki€u phu nir &y. Mot ngwoi suy nghi cham lut. Mt
cd gai c6 1€ hay ngo viee do tdm thdn cham phat trién.

“Cau ¢6 the nhé chinh xdc da xay ra nhirng gi va c6 &'y da ndi gi v&i cau
khong, Pierce?” 6ng hoi.

Anh canh sat dang nhin 6ng v&i vé tha thi€t bi€t on.

“Thwa s€p, khi moi ngwdi dang ra vé, cod Ay td1i chd tdi, c6 phan do di
mot 1at, ngé quanh nhw dang tim ai d6. Khong phai s€p dau, téi nghi vay.
Mot ké nao khac. Sau d6 ¢ di t&i chd toi va noi ¢o ¢6 th€ giip si quan canh
sat hay khong, cd néi la ngwoi da cho loi khai. Vay 1a nhw téi da néi toi
nhin thdy sé€p dang ban viéc v&i 6ng canh sat tredng, va tdi gidi thich voi
c6 12 s&p dang ban 14m, c6 Ay c6 the nhin lai hay 1a sau d6 gip sép & don.
Toi nghi cd &y d3 néi nhw the” khong t6t 1dm. Toi hdi cé gi dic biét
khong...”

“Sao?” Hardcastle chom nguoi t&i truedre.

“Va c6 &y néi that ra khong hin vay. Chi 1a cdi gi d6 ma co khong hiu
tai sao lai co th€ nhw thé".”

AZ N

“Co ta khong hi€u lam sao ma diéu cd thay lai ¢6 thé nhw thé& a?”
Hardcastle 13p lai.

“Pung vay, thua s&ép. Tdi khong chic c6 ding ting tir hay khong. C6 18
la: “T6i khong hi€u lam sao ma diéu ¢ ta ndi lai c6 th€ 1a sy that.” Co Ay
cau may va c6 vé rdi tri. Nhwng khi t6i héi thi lai n6i 1a khdng that sy quan
trong.”

Khong that sy quan trong, c6 gdi da ndi vay. Cing chinh c6 gai ay da
dwore tim tha’y khong bao 1au sau do, bi si€t co chét trong budng dién thoai

cOng cong...



“Co6 ai & gan cdu ldc ¢ ta néi voi cdu khong?” 6ng hai.

“Lidc d6 ¢6 ra't nhiéu ngwoi, thwa sép, dang x&€p hang di ra, sé€p biét r'oi
d6. C6 ra't nhiéu nguoi dy budi diéu tra ma. Vu dn giy ndo loan qua chirng,
vu giét ngwoi nay cung voi cdi cach bao chi tdn dung lam rum beng 1én
nwa.”

“Cau khong nh¢ da thdy ai & gén lic &y sao — ai dd’y trong s nhirng
ngudi cung cap chitng ct, ching han the?”

“T6i e minh khong nh& bat ky ai, thwa s€p.”

“Thiét tinh,” thanh tra néi, “khong giup ich gi. Théi dwogc, Pierce a, n€u
ciu nh¢ thém diéu gi nira, hay dén gap tdi ngay 14p tirc nhé!”

Con lai mdt minh dng c& din con néng gidn dang ting 1én va tw 1én 4n
minh. C6 gdi 8, céi ¢6 trong c6 vé nhat nhw tho de¢” 'y da bi€t dwoc dieu gi
do6. Khong, cé 1€ ndi ¢6 &y bi€t la qua dé cao, c6 da trong thd’y gi d6, nghe
thd’y gi d6. Diéu gi da khién ¢d lo 4u. Va ndi lo 4u 4y cang manh liét hon
sau khi ¢6 dy budi sor tham. C6 the 1a gi chi? Diéu gi d6 trong cac loi
khai? Diéu gi d6 rat c6 kha ning 13 nim trong 1o khai nhan ching cla
Sheila Webb? C6 phadi hai ngay trede ¢6 ta d&€n nha di ctia Sheila véi muc
dich giip Sheila? Chéc chin c6 c¢6 th€ néi chuyén véi Sheila & sé 1am? Tai
sao cd lai mudén gap riéng cd ay? Co phai cd da bi€t gi d6 vé Sheila Webb
khi€n c6 bdi r6i? C6 phai cd mudn yéu cau Sheila gidi thich vé van d€ nao
do, & noi nao do tai chd riéng tvr—khong & tred'c mit cac co gdi khac? C6
vé 1 cdi kiéu d6. Chic chin c6 vé nhu vay.

Ong cho Pierce ra ngoai. Sau d6 6ng chi dao trung si Cray vai viéc.

“Sép van nghi cd gdi d&n Wilbraham Crescent a?” trung si Cray hoi.

“T6i van dang thic mic vé diéu ay,” Hardcastle ddp. “L& di nhién c6

kha nang c6 ta chi hi€u ky qua khong chiu ndi — mudn xem noi &y trong



ra lam sao. Cheamg c6 gi bat thwong khi mét nira dan s6” cia Crowdean cling
déu cam tha’y nhw the".”

“Khong phai chiing ta van biét vy sao?” vién trung si ¢4 vé cdm thdn.

“Mat khac,” Hardcastle n6i chdm rai, “c6 c¢6 th€ dén gip nguoi sdng &
da’y nwra...”

Khi trung si Cray da tré ra ngoai, Hardcastle ghi ba con s& trén xap gidy
tha'm ctia minh.

“20,” 6ng viet, va dit mot dadu cham hoi sau né. Ong thém vao: “19?”
va sau d6 la “187?” 6ng viét nhirng cdi tén twong ¢ng. Hemming, Pebmarsh,
Waterhouse.

Ba ngdi nha & khiic trén dwong Crescent nim ngoai vu viéc. Hin Edna
Brent khong ghé tham mét trong ba nha nay vi ¢6 da di trén khic dwdi con
dwong, noi ¢6 budng dién thoai.

Hardcastle nghién ctru ba kha nang.

Ong 14y s& 20 trede tién. Con dao gdy 4n trong vu giét ngwdi dau tién
da dwoc tim thd’y ¢ d6. Hinh nhw ¢6 nhi€u kha nang con dao dwo'c ném qua
d6 to veeon nha s& 19 nhwng ho khong bi€t diéu &y. C6 the€ chinh chu nha
s& 20 da nhét n6 vao bui ram. Khi dwgrc tham van, phan &ng duy nhét cta
ba Hemming 14 c&m phin. Ba ta da néi: ‘Dra nao ném con dao kinh té'm
nhw theé” vao bdy meo cua toi that 4c qué!” Lam sao ba Hemming dinh liu
voi Edna Brent chiv? Ba ta v can, thanh tra quy€&t dinh nhw vay.

Ong tiép tuc xem xét cO6 Pebmarsh. Phai ching Edna Brent dén
Wilbraham Crescent d€ ghé tham ba ta? Ba da khai bdo tai buoi di€u tra.
Phai chidng da c6 diéu gi trong 1o khai &y khién Edna khong tin? Nhwng ¢6
gdi Ay di lo ling trwede budi so thim. Phai ching co da biét diéu gi dé vé

cd Pebmarsh r6i? Phai ching c6 da bi€t chang han nhw c6 mdt moi lién hé



ki€u nao d6 gitra ba ¢6 nay va Sheila Webb? Diéu &y khép véi loi ¢6 néi
voi Pierce. “Nhirng gi c6 ta n6i khong th€ ding sy that.”

‘Phdng dodn, ta't ca chi la phong doan,” dng tirc gidn nghi tham.

Con nha s& 18 thi sao? Co Waterhouse da tim thay cédi x4c. Thanh tra
Hardcastle méc cdi bénh nghé nghiép hay thanh kién v&i nhitng ai phét
hién x4c chét. Poi v&i mot tén sat nhan, viéc tim thay xdc chét gidp hin
tranh né ra't nhiéu khoé khin phién phirc — khoi phai gdp nhiéu rai ro khi
sap dit mot treomng hop ngoai pham, gidi thich vi sao lai ¢6 dd'u tay clia hin
khi ngwoi ta sam soi xem xét ky. Trong nhi€u tinh thé” d6 1a mot vi tri viing
nhw ban thach — chi ¢an mot diéu kién duy nha't. Chéc hin khong c6 dong
co hién nhién ndo. Chic chin khoéng c6 dong co 16 rang khién cd
Waterhouse trir khir Edna Brent nho bé. Ba ta khong phai cho lovi khai trong
buoi diéu tra. Tuy nhién c6 the ba ta da dén d6. C6 1€ cd &y da c6 1y do gi
d6 d€ bi€t hay tin chinh ba ta da gia 1am c6 Pebmarsh goi di€n yéu cau gui
mot the ky ddnh may ki€m td'c ky d€n nha s§ 19?

Lai phong dodn nwra r'oi.

Va di nhién con c6 chinh Sheila Webb nura. ..

Thanh tra dwa tay t&i cdi may dién thoai. Ong goi dé&n khach san Colin
Lamb dang lwu tri. Ngay sau d6 6ng da gip anh trén dwong day.

“Hardcastie ddy —hom nay céu an trwa voi Sheila Webb lic may gio?”

Anh ta im ldng mot ldc r'oi méi trd 1ovi: “Sao dng anh biét chiing toi cing
an trea?”

“Podn cyc hay ma. Ciu tirng doan, phai khong?”

“Tai sao toi phai an trira v&i ¢6 &y chi?”

“Cha c¢6 1y do gi ca. T6i chi hdi cdu veé thoi gian théi. Co phai cd cau da



di an trera ngay sau budi diéu tra?”

“Khong. C6 &y phai di mua sim. Ching tdi gip nhau & hiéu #n Trung
Hoa trén dwong Market ldc mét gio.”

“T6i hiéu roi.”

Hardcastle nhin xudng ghi chid ctia minh. Edna Brent chét khoang tw 12
gior 30 dén 1 gio.

“Ong anh khong mudn biét chiing tdi in trwa mén gi sao?”’

“Binh tinh nao! T6i chi mu6n bi€t gio’ gidc chinh xac th6i. BE lam h'6
so’ Ay ma.”

“T6i hiéu. Ra la vay.”

Mot thoang im lang. Hardcastle ¢& lam diu bot cang thzatng: “Néu nhw
t01 nay cau khong lam gi...”

Nguwdi kia ngat ngang.

“T6i phai di. Pang chuan bi hanh 1y. Pwgc thong bdo c6 viéc dang doi
toi. Toi phai xua't ngoai.”

“Bao gio thi ciu tré vE?”

“Ai mudn doan gi thi dodn. It nha't mot twan — c6 18 1au hon nita — c6
thé’ khong bao gio’!”

“Van rai — hay khong phai thé?”

“T61 khong chidc chan,” Colin dap, roi gic may.
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CHUONG 18

Hardcastle t&i nha s 19, Wilbraham Crescent ding lic ¢6 Pebmarsh dang
roi khoi nha.

“Xin 161, cho t6i mot phut, cd6 Pebmarsh a.”

“Q, ¢6 phai thanh tra Hardcastle d&'y khong?”

“Phai, t6i c6 th€ néi vai loi voi ¢6 khong?”

“T6i khong mudn dén vién tré. C6 1au khong?”

“T6i cam doan chi ba hay bdn phat thoi.”

Ba vao nha va 6ng di theo.

“C6 da nghe chuyén xdy ra chiéu nay roi, phai khong?” 6ng hdi.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra w?”

“T6i twdng cd da nghe roi chir. Mot ¢o6 gai bi giét trong budng dién
thoai ngay khiic phia dw¢i dwong nay.”

“Bi gi€t? Luc nao?”

“Céch day hai gio bdn mwoi 1im phit.” Ong ngé chiéc dong h'd ding.

“T6i chd nghe néi gi ca. Chzamg c6 gi,” c6 Pebmarsh néi. Ngay tirc khéc
mot ndi gidn di vang 1&n trong giong néi cia ba. Nhuw the sy ba't e da theo

ba vE€ tan nha theo mot cach dac bi€t gay ton thwong. “Mot cd gdi — bi



gi€t! Co6 gdi nao the?”

“Tén coO ta 1a Edna Brent va c6 &y lam viéc & Phong Thw ky Cavendish.”

“Mot cd toe dd’y ntra! Co Ay cling dwoc phdi dén nhw cai c6 Sheila gi
day w?”

“T6i khong nghi the,” thanh tra dap. “Chaamg phai c6 ta d&n gdp ba & day
trong nha ba hay sao?”

“O day w? Khong, chic chin khong.”

“Né&u nhw ¢6 ta da dén day, lic &y cd ¢6 & nha hay khong?”

“Tbi khong chic chin. Ong bao lic may gio?”

“Khoédng chtrng mwoi hai gio ba mwoei hay mudn hon mot chuit.”

“Vang, hin ldc Ay t0i ¢6 & nha.”

“Co da di dau sau buoi so’ tham?”

“To1 di théng veé day.” Ba tam dwng r'6i hoi, “Sao Ong lai nghi cd géi nay
c6 th€ da dén nha t6i?”

“A, séng nay cb ta di budi so’ tham va da thi’y ba & daYy. Hin ¢ ta c6 ly
do gi d6 d& d&n Wilbraham Crescent. Theo nhw ching t6i dwoe bi€t thi ¢o6
ta ching quen ai & dwdng ndy ca.”

“Nhung sao cd &y lai d€n gép to6i, chi vi da thad’y t6i & buoi so’ tham?”

“A...” thanh tra hoi mim cwdi, roi hp tip cd 1am cho giong néi caa
minh vui twoi 1€n khi nhan thady ba ta cheamg th€ nao chdp nhan cdi giong
gia 1a gidang hoa clia minh. “Ngwoi ta khong bao gio bi€t dwoe cac cd gai
nay mudn gi. Co ta c theé’ chi mudn xin chw ky thdi. Pai loai the".”

“Xin chir ky!” Giong c6 Pebmarsh d4y khinh miét. “Phai. Phdi roi, chic
ong néi ding da’y. C4i ki€u Ay van thwong xay ra.” R'6i ba lic dau dir doi.

“T6i chi ¢6 thé cam doan v&i Ong, thanh tra Hardcastle a, chuyén &y hom



nay da khong xay ra. Cha c6 ai dén day tw lic toi tré vé sau budi so’ tham
ca.”

“A, cam on c6 Pebmarsh. Chiing tdi chi nghi nén ki€m tra moi kha ning
c6 the' xay ra.”

“C0 ta bao nhiéu tudi?” cd Pebmarsh héi.

“Chéc 12 muwoi chin tudi.”

“Mudi chin uw? Con tré 1m.” Ba hoi d6i giong. “Tré qud... Tdi nghiép
con bé! Ai lai mu6n gi€t mot con bé mai tieng Ay tudi vay chir?”

“Chuyén da xdy ra roi,” thanh tra néi.

“Con bé kha goii cam a?”

“Khong. Chéc cling mudn th&’, nhung khong dworc.”

“Th¢” thi chéng phdi vi 1y do &y r'di,” ba lai lic dau. “Tdi rat tiéc, con
ti€’c hon vi chfmg giup duoce gi cho 0ng, thanh tra Hardcastle.”

Ong di ra, trong 1ong ddy 4n twong, nhu vin ludn ddy an twong vé cd
tinh ctia c6 Pebmarsh.

C6 Waterhouse ciing dang ¢ nha. Ciing ding cai ki€u &Yy, ba ta dot nhién
m@ toang ctra ra, bay td woc mudn gai cho ai dé lam diéu khdng nén lam.

“A ra 12 6ng.,” ba néi. “Thyc su toi dd k& cho ngudi clia ong nghe ta't ca
nhurng gi toi bi€t roi ma.”

“T6i chic chin cd di trd 10 ta't ca cdc cu dwoce hdi,” Hardcastle néi,
“nhwng khong th€ hoéi hét moi diéu ngay mot lic, cd bi€t da’y, nén ching
toi can phai di sdu vao mdt vai chi ti€t nwra.”

“T6i cha hi€u vi sao ntra. Toan bd chuyén nay 1a mét ci sdc khung khi€p

A

nha't,” c6 Waterhouse nhin 6ng nhw th€ khi€n trach 6ng ta da giy ra moi

chuyén. “Viao di, vao di! Ong khong th€ dirng trén tA'm tham sudt ngly. Vao



di va ng6i xudng, roi mudn hdi gi thi hdi, méc du thyc sy té6i khdng hieu
cé th€ con cau hdi gi. Nhe da k€ v&i cac dng, t6i da ra ngoai d€ goi dién
thoai. T6i m& ctra budng dién thoai va c6 gdi & dd’y. Ca doi toi chwa bao
gior bi sdc dén thé&. Toi voi vang di tim mot canh sat vién. R6i sau daYy,
trong treong hop 6ng mudn biét, t6i tre vé ddy tw cho minh mét liéu rwou
manh lam thudc an than. Mot liéu thuoc,” cd6 Waterhouse nhan manh.

“Co that khon ngoan, thwa ¢6,” thanh tra noi.

“Va chi c6 vay thoi,” chi nha dap lai mot cach dit khoat.

“T6i mudn hdi cd c6 hoan toan chic chin tredc gio minh chwa ting gip
c0 nay hay khong?”

“C6 th€ da gap hang chuc Tan nhung cha nho. T6i mudn ndi ¢6 &y ¢6 the€
da phuc vu tdi & nha hang Woolworth, ng6i gan tdi trén xe buyt hay ban vé
cho toi & rap chi€u phim.”

“Co ta la thw ky danh may kiém t&'c ky & Phong Cavendish.”

“T6i khong nghi minh twng c¢6 co hodi sit dung mdt the ky danh mady
kiém t6c ky. C6 1€ cd &y lam viéc trong van phong ctia em trai téi &
Gainsford va Swettenham. C6 phai ddy la diéu cic 6ng dang hwdng dén
hay khong?”

“O, khong. Chic khong c6 lién quan kiu &y dau. Nhung toi chi thic
méc c6 phai cd ta dd d&n gip co sdng nay trude khi bi giét hay khong.”

“Pén gap t6i a? Khong, di nhién 1a khong. Gap d€'lam gi co chx?”

“A, chuyén &y ching tdi khong biét. Nhung c6 hdy néi di, ¢ dwoc
khong, ¢6 phai c6 ngwoi nhin thd'y ¢d ta vao cong nha ba sang nay la da
trong nhAm?” Thanh tra nhin c6 Waterhouse v&i 4nh mét vo tur.

“Co6 nguwoi da trong thdy c6 &y vao cong nha téi w? Vo van,” ¢



Waterhouse ngép ngung. “Chi it...”

“Sao a?” Hardcastle 14ng nghe, khdng d&'16 minh dang canh gidc.

“A, t6i cho ring c6 th& c6 &'y da nhét mot to gid'y nhd hay cdi gi ddy qua
ctra cdi. C6 mot to gid'y nhd & ddy vao gio dn trrra. Chéc 12 moi dy mot
cudc mit-tinh V& gidi tree vii khi hat nhén, t6i nghi vdy. Ngay nao ciing ¢6
maYy chuyén nay. C6 thé hi€u c6 &y da dén nhét cai gi dd’y vao hdp thw nha
to1, nhung 6ng khong the trach tdi vi chuyén &y, phai khong a?”

“Di nhién l1a khong. Bay gio’ ndi vé cudc goi cia cd — ¢6 bao dién thoai
nha bi truc trac. Nhwng qua trao doi lai khong phai the".”

“Trao do6i cha néi 1én bat cr diéu gi! Toi da bAm sd va nghe c6 ti€ng on
khac thwong chit khong phéi tin hiéu da ndi mady, vi thé tdi di ra budng
dién thoai cong cOng.”

Hardcastle ding 1én.

“Xin 10i c6 Waterhouse vi da lam phién nhw th& ndy, nhung ¢ y kién
cho riang co ta d3 ghé thim ai d6 & diy va d&n mot nha cich noi nay khong
xa 1&m.”

“Va th& 12 dng phai diéu tra khip cdc nha & duwong Crescent nay 4? Toi
thi€t nghi khd nang nhiéu nhat c6 &y da dén nha k& bén — nha co
Pebmarsh, y t6i 1a the".”

“Sao ¢0 lai cho la nhi€u kha nang nha't?”

“Ong bao c6 Ay 1a mot thwe ky ddnh mdy kiém t&c ky va d&n tir Phong
Cavendish ma. Chéc chén n&u to6i nhé khong nham, nghe néi c6 Pebmarsh
da yéu cau mot the ky danh may ki€ém t6c ky d€n nha ba 2y hom no khi
ngwoi dan 6ng bi giét.”

“Pa nghe nd6i the’, phai, nhwng ba ta phu nhan.”



“A, né€u 6ng hoi toi,” cd Waterhouse noi, “chealng ai chiu nghe #6i n6i cho
d&n khi qud mudn, toi xin thwa rang ba Ay da tré nén hoi khat khiing, toi
mudn ndi c6 Pebmarsh &y. T6i nghi ¢6 1€ ba thwong goi dé€n cac van phong
de yéu cau mot the ky danh mdy kiém tdc ky dén. Sau ddy co 1€ ba lai
quén tudt ludt.”

“Nhung ¢6 khong nghi ba ta gi€t nguoi chir?”

“T6i khong hé d@é cip dén chuyén giét ngwoi hay bat cir chuyén gi dai
loai nhw thé”. T6i bi€t mo6t ngwoi dan d6ng da bi giét trong nha ba ta, nhwng
t6i chwa phiit gidy nio ndy ra cdi ¥ nghi ring c6 Pebmarsh c6 lién quan vé&i
chuyén &y. Khong. Toi chi nghi c¢6 thé ba ta da bj 1d 14n ra't ky khoi nhw
nguwoi ta thweong nhw thé. Toi tieng bi€t mot ba dao &y ¢ goi dién thoai dén
ctra hang banh mut dat mua mét td banh quy gion. Ba ta dau ¢c6 muén mua,
va khi ngwoi ta mang dén thi ba bao khong hé dat mua. Cdi ki€u &y day
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ma.

“DT1 nhién moi chuyén déu c6 the,” thanh tra chao tam biét ba chi nha
r'oi roi di.

Ong nghi ba ta chwa doc hét tai ning véi 101 goi ¥ sau cling. Miit khéc,
n&u ba tin rang ngudi ta da tha’y co gdi vao nha minh, va qua that da xay ra
nhwr vy, thi go1 y v€ chuyén cd géi da vao nha s§ 19 ding la mdt goi y
khon khéo trong hoan canh nay.

Hardcastle lai 1i€c nhin d6ng h'o deo tay va quyét dinh van con thoi gian
d€ 1am viéc v&i Phong Thu ky Cavendish. Ong biét chiéu nay né dd mé
ctra lai ldc hai gior. Ong c6 th€ dwoe cic ¢6 gdi & d6 gitp cho doi chdt. Va

ong ciling s€ gidp Sheila Webb & doé.



Mot c6 gai ding day ngay lap tirc khi 6ng di vao van phong.

“Thanh tra Hardcastle, phai khong a?” c¢6 héi. “C6 Martindale dang
mong gap Oong do.”

Co6 dan 6ng vao van phong bén trong. Khong dgii mot phit gidy nao, cd
Martindale tan cong luodn.

“That nhyc nha, thanh tra Hardcastle a, nhuc nha qui di! Ong phai tim
hi€u cho rd6 ngon ngudn chuyén nay. Phai rd ngon ngudn ngay lap tirc.
Pung Tan lra nira! Canh sat ¢6 nhiém vu bao vé ngwoi dan va ching t6i can
diéu d6 & day trong van phong nay. Bao vé. T6i mudn bao vé cac ntr nhan
vién ctia minh va t6i mu6n ndéi la phai dat dwoe diéu 8y.”

“T6i chic chén, cd Martindale 2, 1a...”

“C6 phai 6ng dinh chdi bo trach nhiém veé viéc hai nir nhan vién cua toi,
hai ¢6 da tré thanh nan nhan? RO rang ngwoi nao d6 vo trach nhiém khong
tim cho ra nhirng ké nao c6 cai ki€u cich — ma ngay nay nguoi ta goi la —
dinh ki€n hay mic cdm — ddi v&i cac the ky danh mdy kiém td'c ky hodc
cac phong thw ky. Chiing hanh ha doa day co’ s& nay mot cach ¢ tinh toan.
Truwdc tién 1la Sheila Webb bi goi dé€n bdi mot tro gian dc d€ ¢d ta tim thay
mot xac chét—cai kie€u &y c6 the khi€n mot cd gdi bi ban loan tam than —
roi bay gio’ 1a chuyén nay. Sat hai mét cd géi tir t& hoan toan vo hai trong
budng dién thoai. Ong phai tim cho ra ngon ngudn vu ndy, 6ng thanh tra a.”

“T6i khong muén gi hon la tim hi€u rd ngon ngudn vu nay, cd
Martindale a. T6i dé€n d€ xem cd c6 th€ gitp gi cho tdi hay khong.”

“Gidp, gidp! Tdi c6 th€ gitip gi cho éng chir? Ong phai biét néu t6i ¢6 gi

gidp dwoc dng, hin toi chay ngay d&n tim o6ng cht cha doi dén by gid?



Ong phai tim cho ra k& da giét c¢6 gdi dang thwong Edna, va ké di choi tro
gian 4c v&i Sheila. Toi nghiém khic v&i nhan vién, dng thanh tra a, ti gitr
cho ho ludn 1am viéc siéng ning va khong cho ho bé tré hay cau thd. Nhung
toi khong th€ chiu ndi khi ho bi bi€n thanh nan nhan hay bi gi€t chét. Toi
mudn bdo vé ho va muén xem nhirng ngwoi dwge nha nwdc tra lwong de€
bdo vé& ho 1am cdng viéc clia minh thé ndo.” Ba trirng mét nhin 6ng y nhuw
mot con cop cdi doi 16t nguoi.

“Xin cho chiing t6i thoi gian, c6 Martindale a,” 6ng noi.

“Thoi gian u? Chi vi con bé ngd'c nghéch Ay da chét roi, nén chic dng
nghi minh con dd ca thoi gian & trén doi. Chuyén ké ti€p s€ 1a mot cod gai
khéc bj gi€t chét.”

“To61 nghi ¢cd chaamg can phai lo 1dng d&n th&’ dau, cd6 Martindale 3.”

“Sdng nay khi 6ng thirc ddy, chic dng dau nghi co gdi nay sé bj giét, dng
thanh tra. N&u nghi thé chic dng da c6 vai bién phdp dé phong va d€y dén
cd ta. Va khi mot ¢6 bi gi€t hay bi dwa vao mdt tinh thé ton hai nao day,
ong ciing sé kinh ngac y nhw th&". Toan bd vu ndy qudi dan, dién ! Ong
phéi thi nhan da’y 12 mot vu an dién r6. Ma &y la né€u nhirng di€u doc dworc
trén bdo la ding sy that. Tat cd nhung chi€c dong h6 aYy, cheamg han th¢".
To6i d€'y ching khong dwgc dé cap dén trong budi so tham sang nay.”

“Sang nay dé cap dén cang it van dé cang t6t, cd Martindale a. Chi 1a
hoan so’ tham thoi.”

“Tat ca nhirng gi t6i ndi 1a,” cd Martindale lai nhin 6ng tring tring,
“Ong phai lam gi dd’y d€ giai quyét vu nay.”

“Va c0 khong c6 gi noi cho to1 bi€t hay sao? Khong 1€ Edna khong cho
c6 mot 10i béng gié nao hay sao? Cd ta khong c6 vé lo ling vé diéu gi day,

khong héi y ki€n cua cd sao?”



“Chic chin cd Ay s& khong hodi y kién toi néu co6 Ay lo ling,” cd
Martindale ddp. “Nhung cd Ay phai lo 1ing vi chuyén gi kia chi#?”

Chinh xdc d6 1a cdu hdi ma thanh tra Hardcastle mudn cé cau tra loi,
nhwng Ong tha’y 1a khong th€ nao cé dwore cau trd lovi tir cd Martindale nay.
Thay vi héi lai, 6ng néi: “Tdi mudn néi chuyén cang nhiéu véi ciac cd &
day cang t6t. To6i c6 the€ tha’y 1a c6 ra't it kha nang Edna Brent gidi bay tam
str v&i ¢O vE bat cir ndi sor hdi hay lo Au ndo, nhung c6 &y ¢ the da tAm sy
voi cac ban cling s& lam.”

“Ciing c¢6 kha niang &Yy, t6i mong nhw th€&”,” ba tredng phong néi. “Céc cd
gai danh thoi gian d€ tan chuyén — nhirng ¢6 gdi nay. Ngay khi nghe ti€ng
chan tdi budc ngoai hanh lang, cdc mdy d4nh chir bit dau dong loat kéu 16¢
c6c. Nhung ngay tredre d6 ho dang 1am gi? No6i chuyén. Tdn giu tdn déc,
moOm ctr lach cha lach chach!” Binh tinh hon mdt chit, ba ta ndi tiép,
“Hién gio’ thi chi c6 ba cd trong van phong, 6ng ¢6 mudn ndi chuyén véi
ho 1udn khong? Céac c¢6 khac di cong tac bén ngoai roi. Toi cé the€ cho biét
t€n va dia chi, n€u 6ng thich.”

“Cam on c6 Martindale.”

“Ong c6 th€ ndi chuyén riéng v&i ho. Ho s€ khong mudn néi hét néu toi
ding da’y canh chwng, vi néi hét thi khac nao thwa nhén, ong thdy daYy,
ring ho dd ng'di 1& ddi mach va lang phi thoi gian.”

T chd ngdi, cd Martindale ding 1én, mé ctra ra vin phong bén ngoai.

“Nay cdc cd, thanh tra Hardcastle muén ban chuyén vé&i cac cd. Céac ¢
c6 th€ ngung lam viéc mdt lic. Hay ndi véi 6ng Ay ba't cir di€u gi minh
bi€t c6 the gidp tim ra ké da gi€t Edna Brent.”

Ba tré vao van phong riéng va dong sap ctra lai. Ba khudén mat thi€u ntr

hoang hd't nhin 6ng thanh tra. Ong nhan xét tém tit vé ho that nhanh chéng



va so’ sai, nhwng di d€ 6ng quyét tam dat dwoe chat lwong trong nhirng
vaA'n dé sap stra néu ra. Mot ¢ gdi deo kinh téc vang trong c6 vé virng vang.
Déng tin cdy, 6ng nghi, nhung khong qua thong minh, sang lang. M6t ¢c6 da
ngam toc den trong c6 vé kha nghénh ngang voi ki€u téc goii 1én y nghi ¢6
vira m&i ra ngoai gidp con bdo tuy&t. Mit c6 1& dang d€ y chuyén nay
chuyén no & day, nhung chic 1a cwc ky khong ddng tin cdy khi cd ta h'oi
teong lai nhirng sy kién da qua. Moi sw s€ dwore chinh stra cho phu hop. Co6
thit ba bAm sinh hay cwoi riic rich, dng chic chin cd ta s& dong y v&i bat
ctr diéu gi ngwoi khac noi.

Ong khé& n6i mét cach than tinh: “Chéc ca ba cd di nghe chuyén xay dén
voi Edna Brent lam viéc & day r'oi nhi?”

Ba céi dau gat that manh.

“Ma nay, cac c6 da nghe noi thé nao?”

Ho nhin nhau nhw th€ ¢6” quyét dinh xem ai sé la ngwoi phat ngon. Theo
thda thuan chung c6 vé nhw dé l1a cd téc vang, t€n c6 ta hinh nhw 1a Janet.

“Edna da khong t&i lam ldc hai gior nhw thwong 1€,” ¢6 gidi thich.

“Meo Hung da rat bywc minh,” c6 Maureen toc den 1€n ti€ng roi ghim
lai. “T'61 mudn ndi c6 Martindale do.”

Co thir ba cwoi khiic khich. “Méo Hung 1a cdi tén tui tui goi ba,” cd giai
thich.

‘Chfmg phai 1a mdét céi tén xau,’ thanh tra nghi bung.

“Ba Ay hé thich thi khing b& di¥ 14m,” Maureen néi. “Gan nhw 12 nhdy
X0 vao nguoi ta vady d6. Ba héi Edna c6 néi gi voi ching t6i vé viéc chiéu
nay khong tré lai van phong hay khong, va it nhat c6 &y ciing phai xin

phép chi.”



Co téc vang ndi ti€p: “Tdi cho cd Martindale bi€t Edna da t&i dy budi
so’ tham cung voi ca bon tdi, nhwng sau d6 bon t6i khong thdy ¢6 &y va
khong bi€t c6 &y da di dau nwra.”

“Puiing nhw th&" w?” thanh tra Hardcastle héi. “Céac c6 chéng h€ bi€t co ta
da di dau khi roi khoi toa an?”

“T6i ¢6 ra Edna cung di an trwa voi toi,” Maureen néi, “nhung dwong
nhuw trong dau c6 Ay dang ban nghi chuyén gi d6. Co &y ndi khong chic ¢
dua thoi gian d€ an treea. Chi mua gi d6 r'6i vé van phong an thoi.”

“Thé& nghia la c6 &y ¢6 ¥ ndi sau da’y s€ tr vé van phong?”

“Da ding, ta't nhién r'oi. Chuing to6i d€u bi€t phai lam nhw vay.”

“Vai ngay vura qua, cac ¢6 c6 ai d€y diéu gi khac la vé Edna Brent hay
khong? C6 thay co &y cé vé lo ling gi, nhw th€ dang ban tAm diéu gi day
hay khong? C6 &y ¢6 ndi gi voi cac ¢o lién quan dén diéu &y khdong? Néu
biét dwoe ba't cir di€u gi, t6i xin cac cd hay néi!”

Ba ¢6 nhin nhau, nhwng khong phai cdi ki€u cach cia nhirng ké phan lai
mdt Am mwu bi mét. C6 vé don gian chi 1a phdng dodn mo h'd ma thoi.

“Liic nao cd Ay ciing lo ling vé diéu gi d6,” Maureen néi. “Ci¢ 1am
chuyén nay chuyén no r&i tung r&i mi cd 1&n, vad méc 16i nay 18i no. Con
nhd hoi cham hi€u mot chat xiu.”

“Hinh nhw lic nao cling cé chuyén xay ra voi Edna,” ¢ hay cuoi ric
rich néi. “Ong c6 nhé cdi gbt giay cta cd &y bi rét ra bita d6 khong? Toan
nhirng chuyén thwong xay ra véi Edna.”

“T6i nh¢ r'6i,” thanh tra dap.

Ong nhé lai c6 géi da dikng nhin xudng mot céch rau 1i chiéc giay trong

tay minh nhw thé nao.



“Ong biét khong, toi da cam gidc c6 chuyén gi ra't dang so xay ra chiéu
nay khi Edna khong tré vEé ldc hai gior,” Janet gt dau voi vé mat nghiém
trang.

Hardcastle ngé cb ta, ¢ doi chit khong wa. Ong vin ludn khéng wa
nhitng k& to ra ranh rdi sau khi sy viéc da xay ra roi. Ong chéc chén c6 géi
nay khong hé nghi kiéu d6. Ong tham nghi nhiéu kha niing hon d6 1a c6 ta
da néi: ‘Edna sé bi Meo Hung ray la khi n6 v6 cho ma coi.’

“Céc c0 nghe chuyén da xay ra khi nao?” 6ng lai hoi.

Ba cd dwa mét nhin nhau. C6 hay cwdi ric rich dé mit vi méic cdm pham
t6i. Mét co liéc xéo t&i canh ctra vao vin phong riéng cta ba chi.

“A, tui — o0 — tui chi chu®n ra ngoai c6 mdt phiit thdi. Tui muén mua
may cdi banh ngot dem vé nha. Khi tui t&i ctra tiém — & géc dwong va &
d6 ngwoi ta qué ranh VE tui — céi ba & did’y néi: ‘Con bé 4y lam & chd i
vit gioi chiing may, phai khong?” Tui hdi: ‘Ba mudn ndi ai vy ha?’ Va roéi
ba trd loi: ‘Nguoi ta vira tim thdy con bé &y chét trong mot budng dién
thoai.” Chuyén d6 gidng cho tui mot cd di€éng ca ngwoi! Tui lién tré vé k€
cho médy dira khic nghe. Sau cung cd dam tui tui déu ndi phai bdo tin cho
cd Martindale. Ngay lic d6, ba tw trong van phong vot ra va hoi: ‘Cac c6
dang lam gi d6? Cha thd'y mdt cdi mdy danh chtr nao hoat dong cad.’”

Co gai téc vang ke tiép.

“R6i tOi noi: ‘That ra khong phai 16i tai bon toi. Bon tdi vira nghe mot
tin kinh khing vé Edna, thwa c6 Martindale.””

“Va c6 Martindale da néi hay lam gi?”

Co géi da ngim téc den dap: “A, m&i dau ba ta khong tin. Ba néi: V&
van. Bon bay chi nhat v€ ba cdi chuyén ng6i 1é d6i mach ngu ngdc & mot

ctra hang ma thoi. Chic 1a dira con gdi nao khac. Sao lai 1a Edna chit?’ R'6i



ba gidm chan bwdc vEé phong riéng, goi dién thoai cho don canh séit va
dworc bi€t do diing la sy that.”

“Nhung t6i khong hi€u,” Janet néi nhw dang ndm mor, “tdi khong hiéu
tai sao ai d6 lai mudn gi€t Edna.”

“Chéic khong phai c6 4y c6 ban trai hay gi gi d6,” c6 da ngim téc den
noi.

C4d ba nhin Ong thanh tra tran tré hy vong 6ng c6 thé giai cho ho bai toan
héc bia nay. Ong thé dai. Cha c6 gi & day cho 6ng ca. C6 18 mot c6 khdc s&
htru ich hon. Va con Sheila Webb nura.

“Sheila Webb va Edna Brent c6 1a ban b¢ than thi€t khong?”” 6ng hoi.

Cac c6 nhin nhau ngo’ ngac.

“Khong dau. To6i khong nghi nhw vay.”

“A nay, c6 Webb dang & dau th&?”

Ong dwore néi cho biét Sheila Webb dang & Khach san Curlew, lam viéc

cho gido su Purdy.
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Giong gido sw Purdy nghe c6 vé tirc td1 khi 6ng ngwng doc chinh ta gitra
chung d€'tra 1o dién thoai.

“Ai d6? Cai gi? Cau mudn néi hdy gio’ anh ta dang & day sao? Hdi anh
ta mai c6 duge khong? — O, tt 1§m — t6t 1dm — Bao anh ta ct t&i nhé!”

“Luc nao ciling c¢6 chuyén,” 6ng ndi v&i giong byc bdi. “Lam sao ngwoi
ta c6 the trong mong lam dwoc viéc gi nghiém chinh khi ma canh sat cr
ngit ngang.” Ong nhin Sheila Webb, c¢6 v& hoi bat méan khi néi: “Nao,
chiing ta t&i dau ro6i?”

Sheila chwa kip tra 1o thi ¢6 ti€ng g6 ctra. Gido sw Purdy binh tim lai
v&i doi chiit khé khiin, mot trong nhitng ndi khé khiin trong bién nién st
céch day da hang ngan nam roi.

“Gi ha?” 6ng cau kinh héi. “Théi dwoc, vao di, c6 chuyén gi? Xin néi
th:fmg chiéu nay t61 khong mudn bi lam phi€n dau.”

“To6i ra't ti€c, thwa 6ng, thye sy ra't ti€c vi can thi€t phai lam thé”. Chao
cO Webb.”

Sheila Webb da ding 1én, xép sang mo6t bén quyén sO ghi chép cia co.
Hardcastle twr hdi ¢6 phai minh chi twdng twong khi trong thd’y ndi s¢* hai

thinh linh xui't hién trong d6i mét ctia co ta.



“A, c6 chuyén gi vay?” ong gido sw lai hdi coc 16¢.

“T6i 1a thanh tra Hardcastle. C6 Webb day s€ néi cho 6ng 16.”

“Puoc,” gido s noi. “Dwoc thoi.”

“That ra toi chi mudn ndi vai loi voi cd Webb.”

“Anh khoéng doi dwoc hay sao? Ngay lic nay qua that hét siec bat tién.
Hét strc bat tién. Chiing t6i da t¢i ding mdt di€m rd't quan trong. Muwoi 1am
phiit nita c6 Webb s& xong viéc — A, phai roi, c6 I& 12 nira ti€hg dong ho
nita. Uéc chirng nhw vay. Oi troi o, dd sdu gio roi sao?”

“To1 ra't ti€c, thwa gido sw Purdy,” giong thanh tra ra't ki€n quyét.

“Oi, dwoe r6i, deoc 1m. Chuyén gi vdy — chic 1a vi pham luét giao
thong chir gi? May anh gic dwong coi bd lang xang lit xit qua troii. Hom
no, mdt anh ¢ khang khang néi t6i da d€ xe hoi cia minh su6t bon gio
rwdi theo dong h'd ghi gior ddu xe. Toi chic chin cheamg thé’ nao nhw vay.”

“Hoi nghiém trong hon vi pham quy tdc ddu xe mot chuit, thwa 6ng.”

“A, phai. A, phai r6i. C6 khdng c6 xe hoi, phai khéng?” Ong nhin cb
thu ky v&i vé mo h6. “Phai, tdi nhé r'oi, co t&i ddy bing xe buyt ma. Vay
thi, thwa 6ng thanh tra, c6 chuyén gi the"'ha?”

“Chuyén lién quan d&n mot cd gdi tén 12 Edna Brent.” Ong quay sang
Sheila Webb. “T61 nghi c¢6 c¢6 nghe néi dén chuyén &y roi.”

C6 gdi nhin 6ng chidm chip. Pdi mit dep qui. P6i mét biéc mau hoa
thanh ctic. P6i mét 4y nhic dng nhd d&n mot nguwdi nao do.

“Ong vira n6i 12 Edna Brent sa0?” C6 nhudn cip 16ng may. “A, phai ri.
T6i c6 biét c6 &Yy, ta't nhién roi. C6 chuyén gi voi cd &y ha?”

“Toi thdy tin vAn chwa dén tai c6. Co da in trira & dau, cd Webb?”

Ma cd gai tng h'ong.



“T6i an tria v&i mdt ngwoi ban & nha hang Ho Tung. C6 phai — thit sy
c6 phai 1a vu viéc gi ctia 6ng khong?”

“Sau do c6 khong di ngay veé van phong a?”

“Ong mudn néi vé Phong Cavendish ha? T6i da goi dién thoai vé va biét
cong viéc da duwoc sip x&p. To6i phai di thealng dén day gdp gido su Purdy
ldc hai gio reoi.”

“Ping vay, ” 6ng gido sw gat dau xac nhan. “Hai gio’ redi. Va ching toi
da cung lam viéc & ddy mai dén bay gio. Mai dén bay gio. Troi o, dang 1€
t0i phai goi tra chir. That xin 10i c6 Webb, t6i e c6 da quén mat chuyén
udng tra. Pang 18 ¢ phai nhic t6i chix.”

“A, khong sao dau, gido sw Purdy, hoan toan khong c6 van dé gi dau a.”

“T6i so' ¥ qud di mat,” dng gido sw ndi. “Ma thodi. T6i khong nén ngit
ngang, vi thanh tra mudn héi cd vai cau.”

“Thé c6 khong biét chuyén gi da xdy dén v&i Edna Brent sao?”

“Xdy dén v&in6 u?” Sheila 1én giong hdi coc 16¢. “Xay dén vdi co ay?
Ong mudn néi gi? C6 phai con nhd di bj tai nan hay céi gi d6 — bi xe cén
ha?”

“Chay xe qua td'c d6 1a ra't nguy hiém,” gido sw ndi xen vao.

“Phai,” Hardcastle ddp, “c6 chuyén da xay dén véi cd ta.” Ong tam
dung r'di néi ti€p, giong diéu tan nhin h&t mic. “Co ta da bi si€t cO chét
vao ldc, khoang chirng, mwoi hai gior reoi, trong mot budng dién thoai
coOng cong.”

“Trong budng dién thoai cdng cdng sao?” gido sw lap tlkc td ra quan tim
dén sy viéc.

Sheila Webb cheamg néi gi. C6 nhin 6ng thanh tra chdm chip. Miéng cd



hé mé, d6i mit xoe tron. Thanh tra thAm nghi: ‘Cé md&i nghe néi dén Tan
dau tién, hay la c6 dong kich cyc ky tai gioi the ha?’

“Troi oi 1a tro,” gido sw ndi. “Bi si€t cd chét trong mot budng dién
thoai. Qud di thwong v&i t6i. Qua ddi di thwong. Khong phai loai chd toi
chon. T6i muén néi n€u nhw t6i 1am chuyén ay. Khong, khong dau. A, a.
Toi nghiép c6 gdi. Xui xéo cho cd ta qua!”

“Edna — bj giét! Nhung tai sao ch?”

“C0 Webb c6 biet Edna Brent da ra't nong 1ong mudn gap cd ngay hom
kia hay khong? C6 2y da dén nha di ¢6 va da ngdi mot lic & dé doi co
ve?r’

“Lai 12 10i tai t0i,” gido s ¢6 vé 4n han. “Chiéu t6i hom d6 toi da gitk co
Webb & lai qud tré, tdi con nhé. Qua that rat tré. That sy tdi vAn cdm thay
1A't ¢6 18i. CO phai nhic tdi Ve gior gidc, co a. Co phai nhic chit.”

“Di t6i c6 k&€ cho tdi nghe,” Sheila dap, “nhuwng t6i khong biét do la
chuyén gi. Phai viy khong? C6 phai Edna di gip ric rdi ki€u nao d6?”

“Chung t61 khong biet,” thanh tra dap. “Co 1€ chging bao gio biét duorc.
Trw phi ¢6 ¢6 th€ cho chiing t6i biét?”

“T61 cho cdc 0ng biet a? Lam sao t61 biet dwoc?”

“Biét dau cd co6 gia thuyét gi ddy, co Ié the', vé viéc Edna Brent mudn
gap c6 dé€'ndi chuyén gi?”

C6 14c dau. “Tdi ndo c6 biét gi, hoan toan khong biét gi hét.”

“Co &y c6 am chi diéu gi ddy voi co, ¢6 néi voi ¢b trong van phong
chiit gi vVé chuyén ric rdi nao da’y hay khong?”

“Khong c6. Khong, qua that né khong — da khong c6 néi gi — ca ngay

hém qua t6i khong & van phong. Toi phai di t&i vinh Landis d€ gap mot tac



gia cua chuing t6i sudt ca ngay.”

“C0 khong tirng nghi gan day c6 &y ra't lo au hay sao?”

“A, Edna liic ndo ciing c¢6 v& lo au hay rdi tri. N6 d6 c¢6 mot cdi — toi
phdi néi sao ddy — mot céi ki€u dau 6c rat thigu ty tin, khong chic chén.
Tdi mudn néi khdng bao gi né ddm chic chin diéu né nghi hay lam 1a
ding hay sai. C6 mot Tan con bd sét ca hai trang khi danh mdy sach cua
Armand Levine va lo ldng kinh khiing khong biét sau d6 phai lam gi vi da
gri cho 6ng ta trwde khi kip nhén ra.”

“T6i hi€u. Va ¢6 2y da nho cd khuyén bao nén lam gi d€ xw 1y viéc 2y,
phai khong?”

“Pung vay. Tdi da bdo mau chéng viét mot 14 thu ngin gri cho dng ta vi
nguwrdi ta khong phai lic nao cling bit dau doc ban ddanh may ngay lap tirc
d€ stra 16i. T6i bdo 1a nén viét, néi rd chuyén da xdy ra, roi yéu ciu ong ta
dung than phién v&i cd Martindale. Nhwng né lai n6i khdng thich lam nhw
vay.”

“Co &y thwong d€n nho' khuyén bado khi phat sinh nhitng chuyén nhw
the w?”

“Phai, gan nhw vdy. Nhung ric r6i 12 — tat nhién khong phai ldc nao
ching t61 cling hoan toan dong ¥y n6 nén lam gi. R'6i sau dé6 no lai bi r61.”

“Nhr vay la dwomg nhién c¢6 &y sé dén voi mdt trong cac ¢cd néu gip
van d€ nan gidi? C6 phdi chuyén &Yy ra't thwong xdy ra khong?”

“Phai. Phai, rd't thwong xuyén.”

“C0 khong nghi an nay cé the' van dé nghiém trong hon hay sao?”

“T61 khong cho la vay.”

Thanh tra tg hdi, phai chang Sheila Webb hoan toan thanh than nhw vé



ngoai lic nay hay chi ¢ td ra vé?

“T6i khong rdo né mudn ban chuyén gi v&i t6i,” Sheila néi ti€p, nhanh
hon va gan nhw hét hoi. “To6i khong bi€t gi cd va khong the€ twdng twong
tai sao con nhod lai mudn t&i nha di t6i va néi voi tdi & do.”

“Dwong nhw 1a chuyén gi d6 ma c6 &y khong mudn néi voi cd & Phong
Cavendish tred'c mét cac cd khac, néi thé c6 ding khong? C6 1€ 1a chuyén
gi ma cd &y cam thay phai ndi riéng gitra hai ngwoi. C6 th€ nao sy viée la
nhw theé khong?”

“T6i nghi khong th& ndo. T6i chic chin 13 khong th€ ndo nhw thé” Hoi
thé ¢6 don dap.

“Thé& c6 khong th€ gitp toi sao, c6 Webb?”

“Khong, xin 16i 6ng. Toi rat ti€c vé chuyén ctia Edna, nhwng tdi khong
bi€t gi d€ co thé gitp ong.”

“Khong gi ¢ th€ c¢b lién quan hay lién két v&i chuyén da xady ra vao
ngay 9 thang 9 hay sao?”

“Ong muén néi — ngudi dan 6ng 4y — ngwdi dan ong & Wilbraham
Crescent?”

“Pung 1a di€u t6i mudn néi.”

“Lam sao ¢6 th€ nhw vay cht? Edna c¢d thé’biét gi vé chuyén &y chir?”

“Chfmg c6 gi quan trong 1dm dau, c6 1€ thé&,” thanh tra néi, “nhung 13
mot diéu gi ddy. Va bat c diéu gi cling htru ich. Bat cr diéu gi, du nho
nhit the’ ndo.” Ong tam ding. “Budng dién thoai noi co &y bj giét 1a &
Wilbraham Crescent. Viéc ay c¢6 khi€n ¢6 nghi dén diéu gi hay khong, c6
Webb?”

“Hoan toan khong.”



“HOm nay c6 c6 dén Wilbraham Crescent khong?”

“Khong, khdng ¢6,” ¢6 gai dap lai that manh mé. “T6i khong hé t&i gan
d6. Toi bit dau cam thay d6 1a mot noi kinh khiing. Gid nhu tdi chuwa bao
gio t&i d6 ngay tw dau! Gia nhw t6i chwa bao gior dinh liu t&i toan bd vu
nay! Tai sao ho lai phdi t61 di, lai yéu cau dich danh t6i d&€n ngay hom ay?
Tai sao Edna lai bj giét & gan d6 chx? Ong phdi tim ra, dng thanh tra, dng
phai tim, phdi tim ra

“Chiing toi co y dinh tim ra ma, c6 Webb,” thanh tra néi. Co chiit hdm
he de doa trong giong ong khi noi tiép: “Toi co thé’ cam doan voi cd diéu

“Co dang run kia,” gido sw Purdy noi. “Toi nghi, thdt tinh toi nghi co

phdi uéng mot coc sherry moi dwoe.”



CHUONG 20

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

T6i bdo cdo voi Beck ngay khi vira téi London.

Ong vay vay di€u xi ga vé phia toi.

“R&t cude co the' co dieu gi da’y trong cai y twdng ngdc nghéch vE trang
lwoi 1i€m cda ciu roi day,” dng cong nhan.

“Cudi cung, toi da 1at 1én céi gi do6 roi, phai khong a?”

“Chwa dat d&€n muc &Yy, toi chi ndi c6 1€ thé€” thoi. Céi tay Ramsay ky sw
xay dyng cua chuing ta & s¢ 62, Wilbraham Crescent khong hoan toan nhw
th&” dau. Gan day hén ta da nhan mot s& viéc rat ky la. C4c hang c6 that
day, nhung lai 12 c4c hang hoat dong chwa lau 1dm, va c6 qud trinh hoat
dong kha la luing. Ramsay vwra néi xong la bd di ngay, cach nay d6 nam
tuAn. Hin da d&n Rumania.”

“Ong ta n6i v&i vo khong phai nhw vay.”

“Cé6 th& khong phdi th&’, nhung di’y 1a noi hin da d&n. Va 1a noi hién
gio hin dang &. Ching ta mudn biét vé hin nhiéu hon mot chiit. B&i the

cdu can gdp gap lén, anh chang cda t6i a, va chuan bj ra di. T6i da 18y san



cho céu tat thi thwc va mot hd chi€u mdi ngon lanh. Lan nay sé la Nigel
Trench. Hay dui mai ky céac ki€n thirc vé thyc vat hi€m cé & viung Balkans
nha! Cau la nha sinh hoc co' ma.”

“C6 chi din gi dic biét khong a?”

“Khong c¢d. Ching t6i sé cho ciu biét noi lién lac khi ciu nhan gidYy to.
Hay tim ra tat ca nhirng gi ciu c6 the¢ tim dwoe vE cai ong Ramsay cua
ching ta nha!” Ong nhin t6i soi m&i. “Céu c¢6 v& khong hai long.” Ong
cham chu nhin qua lan khoi xi ga.

“Nguwei ta luén vui thich khi linh cam c6 k&t qua,” tdi ndi tranh di.

“Puing la Crescent, sai s6 nha. S 61 1a nha mot chu thau xay dgng hoan
toan khong c6 gi d€ phién trach. Khong dang phién trach theo y nghia cua
ching ta, la th¢” ddy. Toi nghi€p 1ao Hanbury ctuia ching ta dd nhdm con s6
nhwng khong sai 1éch 1dm.”

“Sép c6 ki€m tra nhirng ngwoi khac khong a? Hay chi Ramsay th6i?”

“Diana Lodge dwong nhw cling sang t6 nhw ntr thdn Diana, mot thién
treong st clia loai meéo. McNaughton chi dang quan tdm mot chit thoi, 6ng
ta 12 mot gido sw vé huwu, nhw ciu bigt da’y. Todn hoc. RAt xudt sic, duwong
nhw th€. Pa nhwong ghé” ctia minh hoan toan dot ngét vi 1y do strc khoe.
Toi cho diéu &y c6 th€ ding sw thAit — nhwng Ong ta c¢6 vé van con khoe
manh trdng kién. Dwong nhw 6ng ta da cit dirt vdi tat ca nhitng ngudi ban
cl, diéu ay ciing kha ky 1a.”

“Réc 161 & chd,” toi néi, “ching ta quen nghi moi viéc ma moi ngudi
lam d€u cyc ky dang nghi.”

“Cau c6 th€ biét diéu gi dd'y & noi ay,” dai td Beck néi. “Colin a, c6
nhirng lic t6i nghi ciu da chuyén sang phia bén kia. C6 nhirng lic t6i lai

nghi chinh minh da chuyén sang bén kia roi lai chuyén tr¢ vé bén nay. Toan



l1a chuyén 16n xon ma vui nhon.”

Chuyén bay cua t6i cd't canh ldic mwoi gior tdi. Téi dé€n gidp Hercule Poirot
tredc khi di. L'an nay 6ng ta dang udng mot ly sirop de cassis (ban va toi
goi 1a trdi 1y chua den). Ong m&i t6i udng. Tdi tir chdi. Anh George dem
cho t6i regru whisky. Moi thiz van nhw thuong 1€.

“Trong cau c6 vé nan chi,” Poirot néi.

“Khong dau a. Chi 14 chau sip phai ra nwdc ngoai.”

Ong nhin t6i. T6i gat dau.

“Ping thé chk?”

“Vang, dung 1a vay do.”

“Chuc cau thanh cong!”

“Cam on bac. Con bdc thi sao, bac Poirot, bai tdp vé nha bac lam t&i dau
roi?”

“Pardon?”

“An mang dong h'd Crowdean sao r6i — Bdc c¢6 ngdi dwa ngira, nhim
maét lai r6i chot nghi ra ta't ca 1o gidi khong?”

“T6i da doc nhirng gi ciu d€ lai day hét strc can than,” Poirot noi.

“Chfmg c6 gi nhiéu trong d6, phai khong? Chau da néi voi bac may
ngwoi hang xém dé chealng gidp dwoce giron”

“Nguwoec lai. It nha't 12 hai trong s& nhitng ngwdi nay, theo tdi thay, da c6

nhan xét ra't sang td...”



“Ai vay bac? Va nhirng nhén xét gi a?”

Poirot cau kinh bao t6i phai doc nhirng ghi chép cuia minh that ky cang.

“R6i cau s& tw thd'y — né dap vao nhdy x& vao mat ciu. Viéc phai lam
bay gio’ 1a ndi chuyén v&i céc lang giéng khac nira.”

“Con ai ntra dau a.”

“Con ch. Ludn ¢d ai do da trdong thdy cdi gi dd'y. M6t chan 1y hién
nhién la vay.”

“Co the d6 1a mdt chan 1y hién nhién nhwng trong vu dn nay khdng phai
vay. Va chdu c6 dem thém nhwrng tinh ti€t khac d&€n cho bac day. Lai c6 mot
an mang nwa.”

“That thé w? So'm thé? That thi vi. K& toi nghe di!”

Tbi k& cho dng nghe. Ong ging hoi tht ki cho t&i khi biét dwoe tir toi
moi tinh ti€t. Toi cling k€ vEé tAm bwu thi€p da chuyén cho Hardcastle.

“Hay nh&¢— bon moét ba — hay bon mwoi ba,” 6ng ldp lai. “Phai —
cling cung cai ki€u miu ay.”

“Béc noi vy lay gi?”

Poirot nhim mét lai.

“Ta&m buu thi€p &y thi€u chi mdt thir thoi, mdt dau van tay nhing mau.”

T6i nhin 6ng ngo vye.

“That sy bac nghi gi v€ vu nay?”

“Dién ti€n clia n6 di sdng td hon nhiéu — nhw thwong 1€, ké sit nhan
khong chiu ng6i yén dugce.”

“Nhung ké sat nhan la ai vay?”

Ong Poirot gia lau cd khong tra 1o cau hai do.



“Trong ldc di xa, cau cho phép t6i nghién ctru vai van dé chi?”

“Nhuw l1a van deé gi?”

“Ngay mai t0i s& hwdng din c¢d Lemon giri mot 14 thw cho mot 6ng ban
luat sw gia cda toi 1a 6ng Enderby. T6i s€ yéu céu c¢0 ta tra ciru sO bd ding
ky k&t hon & Nha Somerset. Co &y ciing s€ gii cho tdi mot ban danh sach
hai ngoai nao daYy.”

“Vay la choi an gian ro6i,” t6i phan d6i. “Bac dau chi c6 ng6i va suy
nghi.”

“Pay chinh xac la viéc t6i dang lam! Viéc c6 Lemon phdi lam la xac
minh cho t6i loi gidi ddp ma toi da dat dén r'6i. T6i khong yéu cau thong
tin, ma can chwng thwe.”

“Chau khong tin bac biet dworc di€u gi, bac Poirot a! Pay toan la chuyén
bip. A, khong ai biét ngudi chét 1a ai...”

“Toi biet day.”

“Ong ta tén gi vay?”

“T6i khong 16. Tén hin khong quan trong. To6i biét, néu ciu c6 thé hi¢u
dwoc, khong phai hin 12 ai ma hin g ai.”

“M0ot ké tong tién ha?”

Poirot nhim mét lai.

“Mo6t thadm ti tw.”

Poirot mé& mit ra.

“T6i doc cho ciu nghe mot trich doan nho nhd. Nhw da lam Ian trwdc.
Va sau da’y toi s€ khong néi gi nwra.”

Ong ta ngdm nga mét cach cwc ky trang trong: “Ngwoi phi thirong, phi

thwong, phi thwong — Hay dén va bi giét!”



CHUONG 21

Thanh tra tham t& Hardcastle xem lich d€ trén ban lam viéc. Ngay 20 thang
9. Pa hon mwoi ngay roi. Ho van khong dat dwore tién bd gi nhiéu nhw Ong
mong mudn bdi ho bi niu gitr lai v&i khé khdn ban dau: nhin dién mot xac
chét. Thoi gian kéo dai da 1au qua mrc 6ng c6 the twdng. Ta't ca cac chi
dau dwong nhe ma't dan, da tha't bai. Xét nghiém y phuc chealng dem lai
diéu gi ddc biét htu ich. Chinh y phuc cling khong cung cdp manh m&i
nao. P6 1a nhirng quéan do chat lwong t6t, chat lwong hang xudt khau,
khong m¢&i nhwng dwoe giat giti teom tdt. Cac nha si khong gidp dwoc gi,
céc tiém gidt Gi hay hap tay cling khong. Ngwoi chét van con 1a mot ‘ngwoi
dan Ong bi an’. Thé nhwng Ong thanh tra lai cam thay Ong ta that sy khong
phai 1a mot ‘ngwoi dan O6ng bi an’. Chflng c6 gi ngoan muc hodc kich tinh
vé ong ta ca. Ong ta chi 1a mot con ngudi ma khéng mot ai ¢6 the nhan
dién duoc. P6 14 mot ki vu 4n, dng chic chin nhw thé". Hardcastle thé dai
khi nghi t&i nhitng ci dién thoai va nhirng 14 thw da d6 vé mot cach céan
thi€t sau khi cong bd birc anh trén bdo v&i chd thich bén dudi: Ban ¢ biét
ngwoi nay khong? S& ngwoi nghi minh ¢6 bi€t ngwoi &y that ding 1a 1am
cho nguoi ta kinh ngac. Nhitng c6 con gdi viét thw trong long tran tré hy
vong gap lai ngwoi cha bao nam qua da tré nén xa la. Mot ba gia chin muoi

tuoi chac chan nguoi trong birc anh 1a con trai cda minh da bd nha ra di



cdch day ba muroi ndm. Vo s cic ba vor di chic chin d6 12 dng ch'ong mat
tich ctia minh. Cac chi em géi khong hoan toan néng 1ong nhan anh em trai
nhw th€”. Cdc chi em gdi ¢6 1€ 1a nhirng ngwoi nghi minh it hy vong hon. Va
ta't nhién c6 mot s& ra’t Ion nhirng nguwoi ting gép chinh ngwoi dan 6ng nay
& Lincolnshire, Newcastle, Devon, London, trén tau dién ngam, trén xe
buyt, 1an tron trong ddm ngwoi ng'6i cau ca trén mot chi€c cau nhd ra bién,
trong c6 vé hung dc & mot géc dwong, ¢6 che mat minh khi ra khdi mét rap
chi¢u béng. Hang trim chi dd'u, cdc nhan vién nhiéu trién vong nhat kién
tri deo bam nhung chaalng c6 két qua gi.

Nhung hom nay, 6ng thanh tra cam tha’y c¢6 hy vong hon mot chit. Ong
xem lai 14 thu trén ban gid’y. Merlina Rival. Ong khong thich cdi tén thénh
&y 18m. Ong nghi, khong ai con tinh trf lai ¢6 th€ dit cho con minh céi tén
thanh Merlina ca. RG rang d6 1a mdt cdi tén dat choi ma quy ba nay da nhén
12y. Nhwng 0ng lai thich cdi cam nhan trong thw. Thw khong hé néi qua 16
hay tin twéng qua mic. Chi don gidn néi ring ngudi viet thw nghi nguwdi
dan dng dwgc dé cip dén cd kha nang la ngwoi ch'ong da chia tay voi ba ta
cdch ddy ra't nhiéu nim r'oi. Sdng nay 1a dding hen gip ba ta. Ong baAm cdi
nut kéu vo ve va trung si Cray di vao. “Ba Rival &y chwa dén sao?”

“Vwra moi t&i tiee thi a,” Cray dap. “Téi dinh vao bao cho s&€p biét.”

“Ba ta trong thé’ nao?”

Ngim nghi mot 14t roi Cray mdi trd 1oi: “C6 vé hoi kich. Ddnh phan
thoa son nhiéu qua — trang di€m khong dep 1dm. Hang phu nit n6i chung
kha dang tin cdy, c6 th€ n6i nhw vay a.”

“Ba ta c6 vé bdi rdi hay khong?”

“Khong a. Ro 1a khong c6.”

“Pwoc,” Hardcastle bao. “Cho ba ta vao!”



Vién trung si di ra roi trd vao ngay sau d6 va néi: “Ba Rival day, thwa
s€p.”

Thanh tra dirng ddy, bét tay ba. Ong ddnh gid ba chirng nim muoi tudi,
nhwng tir khodng cach xa d6 — xa thit 1a xa — c¢6 th€ ba ta chi d6 ba muoi
thoi. Ping sat mot bén, do hiu qua cda viéc ddanh phan thoa son khong ky
nén hau nhw tréng ba cé vé gia hon tuoi ndm muoi, nhwng néi chung 6ng
ctr cho 1a nam muwoi tudi. Téc den nhudm nhiéu mau dé. Khong doi mi,
chiéu cao va voc dang trung binh, mac 4o khodc va vdy mau den v&i 4o
tring. X4ch mot cdi tdi vai card clia dan Scotland to twdng. Peo mot hay
hai vong tay kéu leng keng, rd't nhiéu nhin. Dya trén kinh nghiém ban than
de€ danh gia dao dirc, 6ng nghi néi chung diy la mot dang ngwoi kha to't.
Khong e dé than trong qud mtrc, c6 1€ vay, nhung dé sdng chung, rong
legng mot cach c6 1y 1€, c6 th€ 1a ngwoi t6't bung. Pang tin cdy hay khong?
D6 chinh 12 van dé. Ong khong tréng mong gi vao chuyén nay, nhung di
sao di ntra cling khong cé di co s¢ de€ co the trong mong nhw vay.

“Rat vui dwore gdp ba, ba Rival a,” 6ng ndi, “va tdi ra't hy vong ba cé theé
giup chung t61.”

“Di nhién rdi, tdi khong hoan toan chic chin,” ba Rival néi v&i vé xin
10i. “Nhwng ding 1a gid'ng Harry. RA't giong Harry. Di nhién t6i da chuah bj
tinh than d€ bi€t khong phai 1a th&’, va hy vong s€ khong lam ma't thi gio
ctia cac 6ng vi chuyén khong dau vao dau.”

Ba ta hinh nhuw it biét 10i vi chuyén nay.

“Bat luin th€ nao,” thanh tra noéi, “ba cing chéng can phai cam thay
nhw th&. Ching t6i ra't can giip do trong vy dn nay.”

“Vang, toi hi€u. Hy vong c6 th€ chic chin. Ong tha'y ddy, 1au 14m rbi toi

khong gap Ong 8y.”



“Chung t6i xin ghi lai vai sy kién d€ gitp viéc di€u tra, c6 dwoc khong?
Ba gdp ch'dng Tan cud1 luc nao?”

“T6i van dang cd nhd cho chinh xéc,” ba Rival ddp, “dang hoi twéng
chudi ngay da qua. That kinh khiing vi tri nh¢ minh di ddu ma't khi dé&n ldc
c¢an nh¢ lai. T6i tin trong birc thw givi cdc Ong tdi da ndi la cach diy chwng
mudi ndm, nhung con 1au hon thé nita. Ong biét khong, chic gan mudi
lam ndam. Thoi gian troéi nhanh qua.” Ba ta néi thém mot cach khon khéo,
“T6i cho rdng ngwdi ta thwong c6 khuynh hwéng nghi it thoi gian hon su
thwe, bdi vi né khiéh ta cam tha’y minh tré hon. Ong c6 nghi viy khong?”

“T6i nghi ¢6 th€ nhw thé”. Du sao thi ba cling nghi 1a khoang chirng mwoi
lam nam khoéng gdp ch'dong, phai khong? Ba 1ap gia dinh khi nao?”

“Chéc 12 ba ndm trude d6.”

“Va van sdng v&inhau dén khi 4'y?”

“Oy mot not goi la Shipton Bois thudc hat Suffolk. Thanh pho rat dep.
Ph&’ chor. Kha ngheéo nan, khong rd 6ng cé hi€u t6i mudn néi gi khdng...”

“Va lic bay gio chdng ba lam gi?”

“Ong &y 12 nhan vién bao hi€m, it nhat...” ba ta ghim lai “...thi 12 6ng
ay bao the".”

Thanh tra ngahg phét 1én.

“Ba da phat hién di€u &y khong ding sy that a?”

“A khong, khong hin... khong phai ngay ldc &y. Chi la tw lic &y, toi da
nghi c6 18 khong diing sy that. Pan dng dé dang ndi ho lam nghé dé ma,
phai khong?”

“Chéc th&, trong nhitng hoan canh nio d6.”

“Y t6i mudn néi nd cho dan éng mot cdi ¢ d€ xa nha rat thwong



xuyén.”

“Chong ba ra't thuong vang nha, phai khong ba Rival?”

“Véang, m&i dau téi khdng hé nghi nhi€u vé chuyén ay.”

“Nhung roi sau do thi sao?”

Ba ta khong tra loi ngay. Sau d6 ba mdi néi: “Chiing ta khong nén ti€p
tuc n6i chuyén &Yy, phai khong? R6t cude, néu khong phdi la Harry...”

Ong tr hdi dich x4c ba ta dang nghi gi. C6 gi d6 cing theamg trong giong
néi cta ba, c6 th€ do cam ddng ching? Ong khong chic chén.

“T6i c6 the hi€u,” dng ndi, “rang ba khong mudn dé cip dén chuyén 4.
Ching ta sé di ngay bay gio.”

Ong ding ddy, hd tong ba ta ra khdi phong t&i tin chiéc xe hoi dang
cho san.

Ba td ra st rudt trén dwong di t&i noi can téi khong hon gi nhirng
nguoi khic 6ng ting dwa dén ciing noi d6. Ong néi cAu trin an nhw
thuwong 1€.

“R'6i s€ hoan toan On thda. Cha c6 gi phai dau buon ca. Chi ma't mot hai
phut tho6i.”

Céi khay dwoc ddy ra. Vién phu ta 14t tAm vai che 1én. Ba ta chdm chip
nhin xudng trong vai phit, hoi thd gdp gap hon mot chit, ba khé thd hon
hén r'oi dot nhién quay ngodt di. Ba ta néi: “Ping 13 Harry. Vang. Ong Yy
gia di ra't nhi€u, trong da khac di... Nhung dung la Harry.”

Thanh tra gat dau voi vién phu ta, sau d6 dat tay 1én canh tay ba ta r'oi
lai din ra ngoai t&i tAn xe hoi va ho Ién xe tré vé don. Ong chflng noi
chealng rang. Ong d&€ mic cho ba ty trin tinh.

Khi ho vwra trd vé phong lam viéc ctia 6ng, mdt canh st vién gan nhw



ngay lap tirc mang vao mot khay tra.

“Pay r'oi, ba Rival a. Moi dung mot tach tra, sé gidp ba 18’y lai tinh thén!
R'61 chung ta s€ tro chuyén.”

“Céam on ong.”

Ba bd duwong vao tach tra, that nhiéu, r'oi le lang n6c can.

“Nhuw the¢” tot hon,” ba néi. “Téi cha bdn tdm dau. Chi la — chi 1a, a nhu
th& thi dé khi&n ngurdi ta bu'dn ndn mot chit, phai khong?”

“Ba nghi ngwoi dan 6ng nay dich thj 1a chong minh sao?”

“T6i chic chin nhw the’. Di nhién 6ng ta da gia di rd't nhiéu, nhung thuye
sw khong thay doi bao nhi€u. Trong Ong ta Iic nao cling ¢ vé — a, rat
twom ta't. Tk t€, 6ng bi€t dd’y, thudc tang 1op cao.”

DPing thé&’, Hardcastle nghi, m6t miéu ta ra't hay. Tang 1&p cao. C6 the€
thay r6 trong Harry c¢6 vé thudc mot tang 1op cao hon thyc t€ ra't nhiéu.
Mot s& nguoi trong nhw the', va diéu do6 ra't hiru ich d€ ho dat dwoe nhirng
muc dich riéng.

Ba Rival n6i, “Ong 4y lic nao ciing dic biét quan tim nhiéu d&n y phuc
va bé ngoai. T6i nghi chinh vi th&’ ma 1ii chiing né dé dang dd vi 6ng ta. Lii
chiing n6 cha bao gio nghi ngor gi ca.”

“Ai bi d0 vi 6ng 4%, ha ba Rival?” giong thanh tra diu dang, thdng cam.

“Pan ba,” ba ta dap. “Li dan ba. Pay la noi 6ng ta danh hdu hét thoi
gian.”

“T6i hieu. Va ba da bi€t ra chuyén 8y.”

“A, t6i — t6i da nghi ngo. T6i mudn néi éng &y da bd di qua nhiéu T4n.
Di nhién tdi hi€u bon dan 6ng la thé nao roi. Toéi trng nghi ¢6 1€ thinh

thodng lai ¢c6 mot c6. Nhwng hoi bon dan 6ng chuyén &y v6 ich. Ho s€ néi



d6i thoi. Nhung t6i khong hé nghi — khong nghi 6ng ta lai loii dung d€’ lam
tién.”

“Ong ta c6 1am th& sa0?”

Ba gat dau. “T6i nghi chic hin ong ay da lam the".”

“Ba da phat hién nhw thé' nao?”

Ba nhun vai.

“Mot hom Ong ta trd vEé sau mot chuyén di. P&€n Newcastle, 6ng &y bao
thé”. Dau sao Ong Ay ciing tré vé va néi minh da phai chudn that nhanh,
cudc choi di két thiic. Pa c6 con dan ba nao di’y khién ong Ay gip ric rdi.
Mot gido vién, 6ng Ay bdo th€, va chuyén ¢ 1€ hoi thdi tha. Khi d6 t6i da
hodi nay no. Ong &y khong ngén ngai k& lai toi nghe. C6 18 twdng toi biét
nhiéu hon thyce t&€. L ching né thwong bi do vi 6ng &Yy, 6ng biét da'y, that
d& dang ciing nhw tdi trede d6. Ong &y s& ting mot chiéc nhin va sau d6 s&
hira hdn — r'6i sau dd'y 6ng &y bao s€ dau tw tién gilip cho ching nd.
Chuing thwong dwa tién cho dng 4y hét siec dé dang.”

“Ong ta c6 1am nhw th& v&i ba khéng?”

“Qua that ong ta da cd, chi c¢6 diéu toi cha dwa dong nao.”

“Sao khong dwa? Ngay lic &y ba ¢ tin twdng 6ng ta khong?”

“A, t6i khong phai loai ngudi ba ai ciing tin twdng. Toi dd ¢ cdi ma ong
goi 1a mot chut xiu kinh nghiém, 6ng bi€t dd'y, vé bon dan ong, cich hanh
Xt ciia ho va mat trai cua chuyén nay chuyén no. Du sao t6i cling cha mudn
Ong ay dau tw tién cua toi gidp cho tdi. Toi cb tién thi c6 th€ ty minh dau
tr. Lic ndo ciing gitr tién trong tay minh di, r'oi chic chdn minh s& c6 tién!
T6i tirng thdy qua nhi€u dan ba con géi ty bi€n minh thanh ké ngu ngdc.”

“Ong ta mudn ba dau tw tién khi nao? Trwdc hay sau khi cudi?”



“T6i nghi ong &y da goi y tredc diéu gi dai loai nhw thé€’, nhwng t6i
khong dap (rng nén 6ng ta 1ap tirc tranh van dé ay. R6i sau khi cudi Ong ta
bdo c6 mot co hdi tuyét voi nao ddy. Téi néi: ‘Khodng lam gi ca.’ Ch.’fmg
nhirng t6i khong tin twdng 6ng ta, ma t6i da thwong nghe bon dan 6ng néi
c6 chuyén gi day tuyét voi, ky thue 1a bon dan 6ng ching quor sach théi.”

“Ch'dng ba c6 bao gio gip ric rdi véi canh sat hay chuwa?”

“Cha s¢ gi,” ba Rival dap. “Pan ba khong mudn ca thé gidi biét minh
da bi lvong gat. Nhwng dn nay rd rang c¢6 th€ da khac trwdc. Pira con gai
hay mu dan ba d6 12 mot phu ni ¢6 hoc thirc. A khong dé bj lira nhw nhitng
dira khac.”

“Cé phai ltic Ay co ta sip c6 con hay khong?”

“Phai.”

“Chuyén a7y c6 xay ra vao nhirng Ian khac khong?”

“T6i nght 1a ¢6.” Ba n6i thém, “Thanh that ma ndi tdi cha bi€t chuyén
bau bi duwoc dung d€ thic 6ng ta lam gi. Hodc chi la tién bac — c6 th€ néi
la mot cach ki€m s6ng — hodc Ong ta ding 1a hang ngwoi phaéi Itra bip dan
ba va ong ta tha’y chd c6 1y do gi ching n6 khong trd gid cho ni€ém lac thd
clia dng ta.” Gior diy giong ba ta khong con cay ding nira.

Thanh tra dju dang hoi: “Ba yéu 6ng &y 14m, phai khong ba Rival?”

“T6i khong bi€t. Thanh that ma néi t6i khong biét. Co 1€ toi da gay trd
ngai, hay 1€ ra dwng nén két hon v&i 6ng ay...”

“Ba dd — xin 10i ba — k&t hon v&i Ong ta?”

“T6i cling khong biét chic chén,” ba Rival thging thdn d4p. “Chiing toi
c6 1am 1€ cwdi dang hoang. Ciing trong mdt nha thd, nhung tdi khong biét

c6 phai 6ng &y ting cwdi nhirng nguwoi dan ba khac, ding mét cdi tén khac,



toi cho 1a nhw th€”. Ho cda 0ng ta la Castleton khi t6i 18y 6ng &Y. T6i khong
nghi da’y 1a tén that.”

“Harry Castleton. Pung khong?”

“Pung.”

“Va ong ba da s6ng & noi &y nhw vo chdng dwoe bao 1au?”

“Chung t6i da & da'y chwng hai ndm. Tredc ddy ching téi sdng gan
Doncaster. T6i khong néi minh thyc sy ngac nhién khi 6ng 8y tré& vé ngay
va k& toi nghe. T6i nghi minh da bi€t chdong 1a mot ké chuyén lam bay roi.
Nguoi ngoai khong thé nao tin chuyén dé chi vi, 6ng biét dd'y, trong 6ng Ay
ldc nao ciing ddng kinh qua dbi. Ludn ra dang 1a mot quy ong!”

“Varoi chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Ong &y bao phai nhanh chéng di chd khac va tdi néi 6ng &y c6 the di,
chic di dwong binh an, t6i khéng chiu dwoc td't cd chuyén nay!” Ba néi
thém v&i vé tram ngdm, “T6i cho 6ng &y muwoi bang Anh. D&Yy la ta't ca
nhirng gi tdi c6 trong nha. Ong &y bao dang thi€u tién tiéu... Tdi chwa bao
gior gdp lai hay nghe néi vé 6ng ay k€ tir dao d6. Mai dén hom nay.”

“Ong &y khong c6 dau hiéu dic biét nao d€ phan biét rd rang hay sao?
Mot vét seo? V&t m& — chd xwong bi nirt gdy — hay céi gi da'y?”

Ba lic dau.

“To61 nghi khong ¢6.”

“Ong &Yy c6 bao gior diing cdi tén Curry khong?”

“Curry? Khong, t6i khong nghi th&. Du sao tdi cling chwa ting biét
dén.”

Thanh tra ddy tA'm danh thi€p trweot trén mét ban sang chd ba.

“Cédi nay ¢ trong tui Ong ta.”



“Van tr xwng 12 nhan vién bao hi€m nhi,” ba nhan xét. “T6i dodn Ong ta
thweong ding — t6i mudn néi da dung nhirng cdi tén khac nhau, da ki€u.”

“Ba bao chwa bao gio’ nghe néi dé€n 6ng ta sudt mwoi lam nam qua?”

“Ong &y khong hé giti cho tdi thiép Gidng sinh, ¢ phai 6ng mudn néi
thé&” khong?”” giong ba ta pha mdt chiit hai hwdc. “Du sao t6i ciing khong
cho ring 6ng &y biét t6i & dau. Sau khi chiing t6i chia tay, téi da quay tré
lai san kha'u mdt thoi gian ngdn. Chd y&u 1a di luu dién. Vor chdng song
chaalng ra s6ng bao nhiéu, nén t6i cling bd ludn cdi tén Castleton. Trd vé voi
Merlina Rival.”

“Merlina la — o— khong phai tén that cta ba, t6i doan ding khong?”

Ba 14c dau va mot nu cwdi vui teoi thodng hién trén khuon mit: “Tdi da
nghi k¥ 1dm roi. Khong binh thwong. Tén thit cla toi 12 Flossie Gapp.
Florence, toi cho rang 18 ra minh d3 dwoc dit tén thanh nhw the’, nhuwng moi
ngwoi van ludn goi toi 1a Flossie hay 1a Flo. Flossie Gapp. Khong lang man
chit nao, phai khong?”

“Bay gio ba dang 1am gi? Van dong kich chir, ba Rival?”

“Thinh thoang th6i,” ba hoi dé dat. “Lén voi xuéng chd, c¢6 thé néi nhw
the”.”

Hardcastle ra't khéo. Ong néi: “T6i hicu.”

“T6i thwong di day di d6 lam viéc,” ba néi. “Giup viéc & cac dam tiéc,
lam mdt chit cong viéc cia ngwoi cha tri dam tiéc, mdt ki€u viéc lam.
Song khong dén ndi t&. D sao di nira ciing gip g& ngwoi nay ké no. Thinh
thodng ciing 14m vao canh gin nhw ting quén.”

“Ba chwa bao gio nghe bat ctr diéu gi vé Henry Castleton tr khi hai

ngudi chia tay — hay 12 nhic d&n dng ta?”



“Khong mot 1o nao. Toi nghi dng ta da ra nwdc ngoai hay da chét.”

“Préu duy nha' t6i c6 the hdi thém, ba Rival a, vi sao Harry Castleton lai
dén vung nay, ba c6 bi€t khong?”

“Khong. Di nhién toi chgng bi€t dwore. Ngay ca 6ng ay da lam gi nhirng
nam gan day toi ciing khong bi€t.”

“C6 kha nang 6ng &y dén ban bao hiém lira — cai gi dai loai nhw thé?”

“T6i cha biet. D&i véi t0i dwdng nhw ching 6 cdi kha ning kinh khing
&y. T6i mudn néi Harry lic nao ciing rit than trong vé ban than. Ong &y
khong dwa cO vao trong d€'lam chuyén gi ¢6 the' bi diéu tra dau. Toi nghi ¢
nhiéu kha ning hon 14 nhi nhing nhing nhit gi Ay v&i dan ba.”

“C6 thé' nao 1a mdt dang tdng tién, ba c6 nghi thé’ khong, ba Rival?”

“A, t6i khong biét... Toi cho ring, vang, ki€u vay. C6 1& mu dan ba nao
d&’y khong mudn chuyén qud kht bi béi mée. Ong ta cam thay khd an toan
khi lam vay, t61 nghi th€". Xin 6ng lwru ¥, t61 khong néi 1a nhw the’, nhwng c6
theé’ nhw thé". Toi khong nghi 6ng ta mudn ra't nhi€u ti€n, 6ng bi€t day. Toi
khong nghi 0ng ta dinh diy ba't ky ai dé€n chd tuyét vong, ma chi thu gom
do6i chit théi.” Ba gat dau khaalng dinh. “Duing the".”

“Pan ba thich 6ng ta, phai khong?”

“Phai. Chiing van ludn dé dang bi 6ng ta cwra d5. T6i nghi chli y&u vi dng
ta ldc nao cling ¢6 vé thudc tang 1&p cao va dang kinh. Ching ty hao vi da
chinh phuc dwoc mdt nguwoi dan 6ng nhw thé. Chdng tréng mong mot
twong lai an lanh td't dep voi 6ng ta. C6 thé€ ndi thém da’y 1a con dwong gén
nh&'t. Chinh t6i cling tirng ¢6 cam gidac thé” dd’y,” ba néi thém mot cach kha
theamg thin.

Thanh tra bao thudc cap: “Chi con mot vain dé nhd nra. Cau mang



nhtrng chi€c dong h'¢ @y vao day, duwoc khong?” Ching dwoc bung vao
trén mdt cdi khay pha vai. Thanh tra nhanh tay 18y tAm vai di r6i dwa cho
ba Rival cham chi nhin. Ba xem xét ching that ky, cé vé thanh that quan
tam va khen ngoi.

“Xinh x4n that, phai khong? T6i thich chiéc 4y.” Ba s& vao chiéc dong
h'd ma vang gia.

“Ba ¢6 tirng thy chiét ndo trong s& ndy trede diy chwa? Ching chang
cé y nghia gi voi ba sao?”

“Khong thé ndi la c6. Ching phai ¢6 y nghia gi dd'y hay sao?”

“Ba nghi ¢c6 mdi lién hé nao gira ch'dong ba vot cdi t€n Rosemary
khong?”

“Rosemary sao? B¢ tdi nghi xem! C6 mdt con téc dd — khong phai, tén
né6 1a Rosalie. T6i e ring minh khong the nghi d&n bat ky ai. Nhung ma ¢
1€ t61 khong bi€t dwore, phai khong? Harry luén bi an.”

“Néu ba thd’y kim dong h'd chi ding bon gio mwoi ba...” Hardcastle
tam dwng lai.

Ba Rival vui vé croi khiic khich.

“T6i thi€t nghi da dén gio’ dung bira x& r'oi.”

Hardcastle tho dai.

“A, ba Rival a, ching toi ra't bi€t on ba. Budi so’ tham hoan lai nhw toi
da néi voi ba s€ 1a ngay kia. Ba sé khong phién khi cung cdp loi khai vé
nhén dang, phai khong?”

“Khong. Khong, khong sao ca. T6i chi can ndi 6ng aYy la ai thoi, phai the’
khong? Toi s€ khong phai d€ cap dén chuyén nay chuyén no ding khong?

To6i s€ khong phai dé cap dén tinh cach cua 6ng Ay trong cudc song — bat



ctr diéu gi nhw thé?”

“Ngay bay gio thi khong céan thié€t. T4t ca nhirng gi ba phai tuyén thé, la
xac nhan 6ng 4y 1a nguoi ¢6 tén Harry Castleton ma ba da két hon. Ngay
thang chinh xdc s€ c6 trong s6 bo & Nha Somerset. Ba da két hon & dau?
C6 nh¢ dwore khong a?”

“Noi goi 1a Donbrook — t6i nghi Thanh Michael 1a tén cia nha tho ay.
Hy vong cich day khong hon ba mwoi nam. Nhw thé” khién t6i c6 cam gidc
da gan dat xa troi,” ba Rival néi.

Ba dirng ddy, chia tay ra. Hardcastle chao tam biét. Ong tré lai ban lam
vi€c, ng61 gd nhe cay but chi 1én mat ban. Ngay sau d6 trung si Cray di vao
va hoi: “Thda man chwr a?”

“Dwong nhw thé’,” thanh tra dap. “Tén Harry Castleton — ¢6 kha nang la
mdt bi danh. Chiing ta s€ phai xem minh tim dwoc nhirng gi vé ga nay.
Duwong nhw khéd nang 1a ¢6 nhiéu hon mot ngwoi dan ba ¢6 1y do muén tra
thit hin ta.”

“Trong cling dang kinh qué chwng,” anh trung si nhan xét.

“Duong nhw day 12 @6 nghé chil lwc ctia hin,” thanh tra néi.

Ong lai nghi t&i cdi ddng h'd trén d6 c6 ghi chit Rosemary. D€ twdng

nho?



CHUONG 22

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

A 99

“Thé& 1a cau da tré vé,” Hercule Poirot noi.

Ong céan than cai dai lya danh dau vi tri trang sdch dang doc. L'an nay
mot tach s6cdla néng d€ trén ban canh khuyu tay ong. Qua that Poirot c6
mot khau vi thirc udng ra't kinh khung!

“Béac khoe khong?” t6i hoi.

“T6i dang bj r6i. R 1dm. Ngudi ta dang tan trang, trang trf lai, thAm chi
thay doi cau trdc trong nhirng can hd nay.”

“Nhu vay chzamg t0t hon sao?”

“Piing la c6 cai thién, nhuwng lai lam tdi byc boi 14m. Toi sé& phai ty l1am
x40 tron ban than. R6i s& ¢6 mui son!” Ong nhin t6i v&i vé gidn dir.

R6i cho qua di nhitng khé khiin ctia minh bing mdt cdi phay tay, 6ng
héi: “Cau da thanh cong r'6i, ding khong?”

Toi trd 101 chdm rai: “Chau khong biét ntra.”

“A —ra th&”



“Chdau da tim ra dréu minh deoc phéi di tim ki€m. Chau da khong tim
ngwoi dan 6ng d6. Chdu cling khong biét can tim cdi gi nira. Thong tin?
Hay mdt cai xac?”

“Noi vE cac xac chét, tdi doc bién ban buodi so’ tham bi hoan & Crowdean
roi. Mot vu cd sat do mot hay nhiéu nguoi chwa biét 1a ai. Va cdi xac cua
cau cud1 cung cung dwoc cho mot cai tén.”

Toi1 gat dau.

“Harry Castieton, la ai di ntra cling vy th6i.”

“Puroc vor 6ng ta nhan dién. Cau da dé€n Crowdean roi a?”

“Chuwa. Chau dinh mai s€ xudng do.”

“A, cau c6 ddi chit thoi gian nhan rdi phai khéng?”

2

“Chwa dau. Ch4u van dang 1am nhiém vu. Nhiém vu dwa chau t&i do6. ..
toi tam dung mot lat roi néi ti€p, “Chau khong bi€t gi nhiéu vé nhirng
chuyén xay ra trong khi chdu & nwdc ngoai — chi bi€t chuyén nhan dién
thoi—bac nghi gi vé chuyén ay?”

Poirot nhun vai.

“PaYy la diéu dworc mong dosi.”

“Vang — canh sat ra't gidi...”

“Va cdc ba vor rd't s6t sdng.”

“Ba Merlina Rival! Tén gi ky qua!”

“N6 nhic tdi nhd t&i cdi gi day,” Poirot néi. “Ma nh& t&i cdi gi chi
nhi?”

Ong nhin t6i ¢6 vé suy tw nhung toi khong thé gitp ong. Pa biét ranh
Poirot r'6i, diéu d6 c6 th€ da nhic dng nhd t&i ba't ci cdi gi.

“MOot cudc viéng tham ban bée — trong mot ng6i nha & thdon qué,” Poirot



tw Iy, r6i 1ac dau. “Khong — cdch nay qué lau roi.”

“Khi nao tr¢ lai London, chdu s€ t&i k€ cho bac nghe td't ca nhirng gi
chdu biét dwoc to Hardcastle vé ba Merlina Rival,” tdi hira.

Poirot phay tay néi: “Cha can thi€t dau.”

“Bac mudn ndi da biet hét vE ba ta chaalng can nghe k&'lai a?”

“Khong. T61 mudn no6i to1 khong quan tam dén ba ta.”

“Béac khong quan tim — nhwng tai sao khong? Chau khong hi€u.” Toéi
1ic dau.

“Phai tap trung vao nhirng di€m thié€t yéu chir. Thay vao dd'y hay k& vé
cd gai tén Edna — da chét trong budng dién thoai & Wilbraham Crescent
di!”

“Chau khong the k& nhiéu hon nhirng gi da k& bac nghe — Chéu khong
bi€t gi vEé c6 gdi ay.”

“Vay tat ca nhitng gi cdu biét, ” Poirot néi v&i vé quy két, “hay tat ca
nhitng gi cdu c6 thé néi v&i toi, rang co ta 13 mot con thd bé nhd ding
thwong ciu da gdp & mot van phong danh mady, cd ta da lam gay roi cdi got
giay clia minh do ket vio mot tAm ludi sit...” dng dot ngdt nglrng lai. “Ma
ndy, tAm ludi sit Ay & dau?”

“Béc Poirot o1, that tinh 1am sao chdu biét dwoc chk?”

“Cau c6 th€ bi€t né€u da hoi. Lam sao mong bi€t dwore diéu gi né€u ciu
khong dat nhirng cau héi thich dang ch?”

“Nhurng lam sao ma noi cdi got giay rot ra lai ¢é th€' 1a vain dé quan
trong?”

“Co6 th€ khong thanh van dé. Mat khac, ching ta nén bi€t mdt dia di€m

dich xac noi ¢6 gai nay da dén, c6 th€ ¢6 lién quan mat thi€t véi mot nguoi



cd ta teng gdp & dd'y — hodc v&i mét sw kién nao d6 da xdy ra & noi 4y.”

“Béc dang cwong diéu qua roi. Du sao chau ciing biét la rdt gan vin
phong vi cd &y ndi nhw vay, va c6 &y dd mua mot cai banh mi tron nho roéi
di ca nhic trd vé trén hai ban chdn mang v& dai d€ #n banh trong vin
phong va k&t cudc ¢ néi, lam sao minh c6 th€ vé nha nhw vay day?”

“A, vacd ta da di vé nha nhw thé nao?” Poirot hdi vé quan tam.

T°01 nhin 6ng cham cham.

“Chéu cling khong bi€t nwa.”

“A — sao lai ¢6 th€ nhw th€’, cdi ki€u cau cha bao gio’ hdi ding cau hoi!
Hau qua 1a ciu cha biét gi vé nhirng chuyén quan trong ca.”

“Béac nén xudng Crowdean va ty minh hoi cau nay cau no di nhé!” To6i
bwc minh noi.

“Ngay lic nay thi khong the’ dwgrc. C6 mot cudc ban dau gia ban thao
clia cac tac gia cyc ky thu vi vao tuén toi.”

“Béc van con cai thd choi d6 hay sao?”

“Van con chtt,” méit ong sdng 1én. “LAy c4c tdc phadm cta John Dickson
Carr hay 1a Carter Dickson, nhw doi luc 6ng 2y tw xung...”

T6i chudn thing trede khi dng kip chén 167 can dudng, 14y ¢& c6 mot
cudc hen khan ca’p. Toi chealng con tam tri nao nghe thuyét giang vé cac bac

thay vé nghé thuat viét ti€u thuyét trinh tham trong qua khi.

Chiéu t6i hom sau tdi ng6i trén bac thém trwd'c nha Hardcastle. T6i dirng



1én thoat ra khoi bau khong khi u bu'én d€ chao dén anh vé t¢i nha.

“Chao, Colin hz? C4u da’y v? Thé 1a ciu lai tw troi xanh roi xudng, phai
khong?”

“Né&u anh goi la twr 10 Itra néng d6 1ot ra thi thich hop hon ra't nhiéu.”

“Cau ngoi day, trén bac thém truedc cira nha toi bao 1au ro6i?”

“Oi, chirng ntra tiéng dong h'd.”

“Rat ti€c cau da khong vao nha dworc.”

“L& ra tdi da vao dwoc trong nha dé ot,” tdi néi vé ty trong. “Ong anh
khong bi€t to1 da dwgrec hudn luyén ma!”

“The& sao cau khong vao?”

“T6i khong mudn ha thap uy tin clia dng anh bang ba't ¢t cich ndo,” toi
gidi thich. “Mot thanh tra ctia nganh canh sat nha't dinh s€ mat mat n€u nha
ong ta bi dao chich dot nhap dé nhu trd ban tay vay dé.”

Hardcasde 14’y chia khéa tir trong tdi ra vd mé& cia trude. Ong bao:
“Thoi vao di! Pung néi vé van nira!”

Ong dAn dwong vao phong khach r'oi tiép tuc di 18y nwée giai khat.

“Hay noi lic nao méi udng day!”

T6i n6i khong qua sd'm, r'oi ching tdi ng'6i xudng bén ly regru ctia minh.

“Cudi cung moi sy cling chuyén dong r'oi,” Hardcastle néi. “Chiing ta da
nhin dang dwoc xac chét.”

“T6i bi€t roi. Pa xem ky ca chong nhat bio — Harry Castleton 1a ai?”

“MOot ga dan 6ng vé bé ngoai cyc ky ddng kinh va hin ki€m song bing
cach cwdi hay chi dinh hdn véi nhieng phu nir kha gia nhe da ca tin. Ho ky
thac tién danh dum dwoc cho hin vi ¢6 an trong t6t v&i kign thite cao siéu

ctua han veé tai chinh, va chang bao lau sau dd'y han lang lang bi€n ma't tam



ma't tich.”

“Hén ta trong khong c6 vé 12 hang ngudi &y,” tdi h'6i twdng lai.

“PA’y 1a von liéng chinh y&u cta hin ta.”

“Hén chua tirng bi khdi t& sao?”

“Chwa — Chiing t6i da diéu tra nhuwng khong dé thu dwoc nhiéu thdng
tin. Hin d&i tén rat thwong xuyén. O Bo chi huy Canh sét ngwdi ta nghi
Harry Castleton, Raymond Blair, Lawrence Dalton, Roger Byron, tat ca chi
12 mot ngwdi va cung 1a ngwdi &y. Nhung ho ching bao gir chitng thuc
dwgc. Cac ba, cau thay day, cha chju trinh bdo. Ho tha chiu mat tién con
hon. Ga dan 6ng khong chi thay tén doi ho ma con da thir chuyén — nay
sinh noi ndy noi ng — ludn cling mot ki€u miu — nhung van 1an tranh
dwoc mdt cach khong thé tin ndi. Roger Byron nghe néi bi€n mat t mién
nam, va mot gi dan 6ng tén Lawrence Dalton lai bt dau hoat dong &
Newecastle ding lic 4y. Hin xdu hd chd chiju chup hinh — lang tranh khi
cdc ba ban mudn chup 1én hin. T4t ca chuyén nay dién ra rat lau vé trude
— muoi ldm hay hai meoi nam. Trong khodng thoi gian &y dwong nhw
hén thec sy bieh mat. Tiéng d'6n lan truyén ring hin da chét—nhung mot
s nguoi lai bdo hin da ra nwde ngodi...”

“Du sao cling chang nghe néi gi vé hén cho t&i khi hin xuat hién, ndm
chét queo trén tdA'm tham trong phong khach nha cd Pebmarsh, phai
khong?” t6i hoi.

“Chinh x4c.”

“Piéu dé chic chdn mé ra nhiéu kha ning.”

“Chéc chén the"”

“Mot ngeoi dan ba da khinh bi ké khong bao gior quén a?” tdi goi y.



“Thwong x4y ra nhw th&’, ciu biét roi ddy. C6 nhirng phu nt*r nhd dai
khong quén...”

“Va n&u mot phu nit nhw vay phai bi m 10a — thi mdt ndi thdng kho lai
x4y d&n Tan thir hai vieo't 1én trén ca ndi khd bi phu bac.”

“Chi la phdng dodan ma thoi. Chwa c6 gi dwore chirng minh.”

“Ba vo nhu thé’ nao — Ba — gi nhi — Merlina Rival ha? Cai tén ky cuc
qua chung! Khong th€'la tén that ctia ba ta.”

“Tén that cia ba ta la Flossie Gapp. Tén kia ba ta ty diat. Phu hop hon
voi 167 sdng cha ba ta.”

“Ba ta lam ngh€é gi? Lam gdi a?”

“Khong chuyén nghiép.”

“C6 phai tredc diy van theong dwgc goi mot cdch khéo 1éo 1a mot quy
ba c6 dirc hanh dé dai?”

“T6i phdi n6i ba ta 1a mot phu nir ban tinh tdt va s&n long gidp do ban
be. Ty miéu td 12 mdt cyu dién vién. Thinh thodng 1am chd tri ddm tiéc.
Hoan toan c¢6 the'tin cay.”

“C6 thé'tin cay dwgc sao?”

“Ciing dang tin cdy nhw hdu hét moi ngwoi. Ba ta nhan biét that ro rang.
Khong hé ngén ngw do duy.”

“That 12 may mén.”

“Phai. Toi dang bat dau that vong, s& lwong cdc ba vor toi da c6 & day!
Toi da bit dau nghi da’y 12 mdt phu nit khon ngoan, hi€u 16 ch'ong minh.
Xin Iwu ¥, t6i nghi khong chirng ba Rival da bi€t nhiéu hon nhirng gi ba ta
ti€t 16.”

“Ba &y ¢6 ting dinh liu vao cac hanh vi pham t6i hay khéng?”



“Khong ¢6 trong h'o so lwu trit. Toi nghi ba ta ¢6 th€ da cd, ¢b 1€ van
dang c6 mot s6 ban be kha nghi. Cha cé gi nghiém trong — chi l1a nhirng
qua lra — dai loai thé&".”

“Con maYy chi€c dong h'6 thi sao?”

“Pdi vai ba ta khdng cé mdt ¥ nghia nao. T6i nghi ba ta ndi that. Ching
toi da truy ra dadu vé€t ching tv — chg Portobello. DAy 1a chi€c ma vang
gid va chiéc bing st Dresden. Va chang gidp ich gi! Cdu biét mdt ngay thi
bdy & dd’y nhu thé nao khéng? Pworec mdt phu nhan nguwoi My mua, chd
gian hang nghi th¢” — nhung t6i phai néi chi 1a vo doan. Cho Portobello
day du khich ngudi My. Vo hin ta bdo mot ngwoi dan 6ng da mua ching.
Chi ta khong th€ nhé ngudi d6 trong ra sao. Con chiéc ddng h'd bang bac
thi d&n tr mdt thg' bac & Bournemouth. Mot phu nhén cao 1on dd@ mudn
mua lam qua cho dira con gdi nhd! Ta't ca nhirng gi ba ¢6 thé nhd vé vi phu
nhan la ba d61 mdt chi€c mii mau xanh luc.”

“Con chi€c dong h'd thr tw thi sao? Chiéc da bién ma't ay?”

“Mién binh luan,” Hardcastle dép.

To6i hi€u 6ng ndi vay nghia la gi r'oi.
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CHUONG 23

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

Khéch san t6i dang & la mdt noi nhd hep, toi tan, cli nat gan ga xe lwra.
Phuc vu moén thit nwdng vi kha ngon nhung chi ¢6 th€ néi vé né thé théi.
T4t nhién con chwa k€ t&i gia thué phong ré.

Lic mwoi gior saing hom sau tdi goi dién t&i Phong Thw ky Cavendish va
néi minh can mot thw ky danh may ki€m td'c ky d€ ghi chép maYy 14 thw va
danh may lai mdt ban hop dong kinh doanh. Tén tdi 1a Dougias Weatherby
va toi dang lwu trd tai khach san Clarendon (cic khéach san t6i tan di
thwong van ludn c6 nhitng céi tén vi dai). Co Sheila Webb ¢6 dwoc khong
a? Mot ngwoi ban cia toi thd'y ¢6 &y lam viéc ra't ¢6 nang luc.

Tdi da gip may. Sheila c6 th€ t&i ngay tirc khic. Nang c6 mot cudc hen
lic muwoi hai gior. Toi néi s€ xong viéc v&i nang ra't sdm truede d6, vi chinh
to1 cling c6 hen.

T6i dang & bén ngoai canh ctra xoay ctia khach san thi nang xudt hién.
Téi budre t&i va néi: “Ong Douglas Weatherby nhor ¢6 phuc vu.”

“La anh da goi dién thoai a?”



“La anh.”

“Nhwng anh khong the 1am nhw thé”.” Nang c6 vé bi cham twy ai.

“Sao lai khong? Anh di chuah bj sin sang tra tién cho Phong Cavendish
veé dich vu ctia em. C6 van dé gi v&i ho khong néu ching ta diing thoi gian
quy bau va dat gia cia em trong quén ca phé Buttercup ngay bén kia duong
thay vi doc chinh ta nhitng 14 thu chén ngit mé& dau “thw thwong khan cap
3 trao tan tay s€p”, van van... Nao, ta hay cung vo twr di udng ca phé trong
khung canh yén binh di em!”

Quéan ca phé Buttercup xirng dang v&i cdi tén cda né vi toan mdt mau
vang hung hing tan bao. TAt ci mit ban bang formica, cdc tAm dém boc
nhya déo va cdc bd chén tich toan mot mau vang hoang yén.

Toi goi ca phé va banh nwdng phét bo cho hai ngwdi, van con chwra tdi
ldc tim mot chd thye sy riéng tw cho hai dira. Khi ¢d ti€p vién nhan dit mén
di roi, ching t61 nhin nhau qua ban an.

“Em vAn On chir Sheila?”

“Anh néi em vin On la y gi?”

Do6i mit nang quang thAm khién trong ching cé vé tim biéc chir khong
phai xanh lo.

“Co6 phai em da trai qua mdt quang thoi gian khong yén 6n?”

“Phai — khong — em khdng bi€t ntra. Em twdng anh bo di roi chir.”

“Anh da bo di. Tro veé r'oi day.”

“Tai sao vay anh?”

“Em bi€t tai sao ma.”

Po6i méit nang cup xudng.

“Em s¢r Ong ta,” nang ndi sau khi lang thinh it nhat 12 mot phut, do la



mot thoi gian dai.

“Em s ai vay?”

“Ong ban cua anh — vién thanh tra &y. Ong ta nghi... 6ng ta nghi em da
gi€t ngwoi dan 6ng d6, va em con gié€t ca Edna ntra...”

“Oi, céi kiéu cua 6ng ay vay d6,” toi tran an nang, “Ong ay lic nao
cling nhin ngé nhw the ai cling ddng nghi hét.”

“Khong phai dau Colin, hoan toan khong phai nhw th€” dau. Anh cé dong
vién em chi vo ich thdi, 6ng &y nghi em ¢6 lién can dén vu &y ngay tw
dau.”

“Em o1, chang ¢6 chirng ¢t nao chéng lai em hét ca. Chi vi em da & dé
tai hién treomg ngay hom 4%, béi ai d6 da dwa em vao bay...”

Nang ngit ngang.

g ngat ngang

“Ong &y nghi em ty 16 tay. Ong nghi ta't ca chi la chuyén bia dit d€ danh
Itra ma thoéi, 6ng a4y nghi Edna cich nao d6 da biét diéu &y. Ong &y nghi
Edna da nhan ra giong em néi trong dién thoai gia do la c6 Pebmarsh.”

“La giong em sao?”

“Khong, ta't nhi€n khdng phai. Em khong hé goi cu dién thoai &y. Em da
noéi voi anh réi ma.”

“Em nhin anh di, Sheila,” t6i bao. “Du em néi v&i ai thé” nao ciing phai
noi that véi anh.”

“Vay la anh khdng tin em roi1.”

“C0, anh tin. C6 th€ hdm &y em goi ci dién thoai d6 vi mdt 1y do hoan
toan khac. C6 th€ ai d6 da bao em goi, ndi chi 1a mot phan cua mdt tro dua,
roi sau d6 em hoang s¢, va da mot Ian 1o n6i d6i roi nén phai ti€p tuc noéi

ddi. Co6 phai vay khong em?”



“Khong, khdng, khong! Em phéi néi v&i anh bao nhiéu 'an nira day?”

“Ta’t ca déu ra't tot, Sheila a, nhwng c¢6 diéu gi d6 em khdng ndi cho anh
bi€t. Anh mudn em tin cdy anh. Né€u Hardcastle c6 diéu gi chdong lai em,
di€u gi d6 6ng 2y khong n6i cho anh bi€t ve...”

Nang lai ngét ngang.

“Anh c6 mong 0ng 2y cho anh bi€t moi chuyén hay khong?”

“A, khong c6 1y do gi dng &y lai khong néi. Bon anh dai khai déu lam
cung nganh.”

Ping lic d6 ¢6 ti€p vién mang nhirng thir ching t6i goi ra. Ca phé ciing
lo't 1at nhw sic dd hop md't gan ddy nha't ctia 4o 16ng ch'on nau.

“Em khong bié€t anh cé lién quan v&i canh sat day,” Sheila vira néi vira
cham rai khudy tach ca phé cua minh.

“Khong hin 1a canh sdt. La mot nganh hoan toan khiac. Nhung diéu anh
dang dé cap, n€u nhw Dick khong néi v&i anh nhitng chuyén 6ng ay biét
ve em, la c6 1y do ddc biét. Vi 6ng ay nghi anh quan tam em. Pung, anh
quan tdm em. Con hon th€ nira. Anh chi vi em thoi, Sheila a, du em da lam
gi di nra. Btra em lao ra khoi can nha 8y, khi€p so' dén gan chét ludén. Em
that sy khi€p s¢. Khong phai gia bo. Ki€u cach ng x& ctia em khong thé
nao la déng kich.”

“Ta’t nhién la em khi€p s¢’. Chuyén 2y da khi€n em kinh hoang.”

“Chi la viéc tim tha’y cai xac ché€t khi€n em khi€p so'? Hay con c6 diéu
g1 khac?”

“Con cdi gi khac ntra chr?”

T6i 18y hét can ddm m&i ndi ra dugre.

“Tai sao em lai chom cdi dong h'd c6 ghi chtr Rosemary chéo géc &y



ha?”

“Anh néi gi vay? Tai sao em lai chom n6 ch?”

“Anh dang hoi em tai sao lai lam vay.”

“Em khong hé dung t&i nd.”

“Em tré vao can phong 2y, néi la vi d€ quén doi gang tay. Hom &y em
da khéng mang gang tay gi hét. Mot ngay thang 9 dep troi. Anh chflng hé
thd'y em mang gang tay. Pwng néi d6i v&i anh vEé chuyén 4y! Em da lam
vay, phai khong?”

Nang im lidng mot lic, bé vun hét ma’y cdi banh nwdng trén dia cua
minh.

“Thoi duoge,” giong nang gan nhw 1a thi tham. “Pwoc, ding nhw viy.
Em da 12y cai dong h'd nhét vao tai xach roi di ra.”

“Nhung tai sao em lai l1am the?”

“Vi cdi tén Rosemary. Pé 1a t€n cua em.”

“Tén em la Rosemary, khong phai Sheila sao?”

“Céa hai. Rosemary Sheila.”

“Va chi th€¢ thoi sao? Em ¢6 cung cdi t€n dwgre ghi trén mot trong nhirng
chi€c dong h'6 &y sao?”

Nghe t0i noi nang biét t6i khong tin nhwng van ¢6 néi. “Em da khiép so,
xin néi v&i anh vay dé.”

T61 nhin nang. Sheila 1a ¢6 géi ciia t6i — cO6 gdi ma tdi mudn — toi
mudn gitr nang mai mai. Nhung do twdng v€ nang cheamg ich lgi gi. Sheila
14 mot ké néi doi va ¢6 1€ van ludn 1a mot ké néi doi. PG 1a cach chién ddu
d€ song con clia naing — chdi bd sy that nhe nhang nhanh chéng va dé

dang. D6 1a mot thr vii khi cda tré con — va c6 1€ nang chwa bao gio’ tie bd



stt dung né. N&u td6i mudn c6 Sheila, t6i phai chdp nhan ban tinh nang v6n
c6 — sin sang chdng do nhirng chd y&u. Ching t6i déu c6 nhitng chd y&u.
Nhitng chd y&u cta toi khac véi Sheila nhung van cé do.

To6i di dén quyét dinh phai tan cong. P6 1a cach duy nhat.

“La dong h'6 cia em, phai khong?” t6i hoi. “N6 thudc vE em a?”

Nang ha hdc.

“Lam sao anh bi€t?”

“K€& cho anh nghe di!”

CAu chuyén vAp vdp tudn ra sau d6 v&i ca dong tir ngl hdn loan. Nang
da c6 chiéc ddng h'6 4y gan nhw ca doi. Cho t&i khi nang chung sdu tudi,
nang van ding cdi tén Rosemary —nhwng nang ghét cdi tén niy va ning niic
doi ngwoi ta goi minh 1a Sheila. Gan day chi€c d6ng h'd bj truc trac. Nang
da dem no6 theo dinh d¢€ lai @ mot tiém stra dong h'o khong xa s¢ lam cua
minh. Nhwng nang da d€ quén né & dau d6 — co I€ trén xe buyt, hodc trong
quan ban stra khi nang di mua banh mi vao gio’ an trua.

“Chuyén nay xay ra bao lau tred’c 4n mang & nha s6 19, Wilbraham
Crescent?”

Do mot tuan, nang nghi th&". Nang khong ban tAm 1dm vi né cii qud, vin
luén hdng héc va that sy mua mot cdi mdi s€ tdt hon.

Va sau d6 nang k€ ti€p: “M¢&i dau em khong d€' y. Khong hé d€'y khi di
vao cin phong. Sau d6 em phat hién ngwoi dan dng chét. Em dor dan ca
ngudi. Em ding thing 1én sau khi s& ong ta va em c dirmg d6 ma nhin
dam dam. Cai dong h'6 d6 d6i dién v&i em trén ban gan 10 swdi — dong
h'6 ctia em — va c6 mdu trén ban tay em — sau d6 ba ta di vao va em quén

tA't cA vi ba ta sip gidm 1én 6ng ta. VA — va nhur vdy d6 — em dd bd chay.



Bé di chd khiac — em chi mudn vay thoi.”

To6i gat dau.

“Va sau do thi sao?”

“Em b4t dau suy nghi. Ba ta néi khong hé goi dién thoai yéu cAu em —
vay thi ai da goi — ai dd dwa em t&i va d€ d6ng h'6 cia em & d6? Em —
em da néi minh bdé quén ging tay va — va em nhét nd vao tdi xach cua
minh. Chic 14 — em ngu qu4.”

“Em da lam chuyén khong th€ nao ngu ngéc hon,” t6i bao nang. “Ma
Sheila oi, em c6 biét gi dau chir.”

“Nhung ai d6 van cd 16i em vao cudc. TA'm buu thiép Ay. Chic hin do
ké bi€t em da 18y cdi dong h'6 gwri toi. Va ban than tA'm bwu thi€p — Toa
Pai hinh London. N&u cha em la mdt tdi pham...”

“Em bi€t gi vé cha m¢ minh?”

“Cha me em déu da chét trong mot tai nan khi em con bé. D6 la diéu di
em néi v&i em, va em ludn dwge k€ nhw thé. Nhwng ba 4y khong bao gio
néi vé ho, khong bao gio k€ chuyén cia ho cho em nghe. P6i lic, mot vai
lan gi d6, khi em hdi thi di m&i k€ chuyén nay chuyén no vé ho nhwng
khong giong nhw trede d6 da k€. Vi vy em ludn bi€t, anh thdy dé, cé
chuyén gi d6 khong dung roi.”

“Noi tiép di!”

“Vi vdy em nghi cha em c¢6 1€ 1a m6t thr t0i pham nao d6 — tham chi
khong chwng 1a mdt ké sat nhan. Hay me em nhw th€. Nguwoi ta bdo cha me
da chét va khong thé hay khong chiu k€ gi vé ho, trir phi 1y do thuce sw 1a
di€u gi d6 — diéu gi dé ho nghi l1a qua dang s¢’, khong nén bi€t.”

“Va th&'1a em da ndi gidn dung dung. C6 I€ hoan toan don gian thoi. Co6



th€ em chi 1a mot dira con ngoai gia thd.”

“Em ciling teng nghi t&i diéu &y. Nguoi ta d6i khi cd gidu chuyén ki€u
d6 khong cho tré con biét. That ngu ngdc hét sirc. Chi ¢in cho ching biét
ding sy that sé tot hon rat nhi€u. Ngay nay nao phai la chuyén gi nghiém
trong 14m. Nhung anh thay dé, toan bd van dé 12 em khong bigt. Em khong
bi€t cai gi dﬁng sau toan by vu nay. Tai sao em lai dwoc goi 1a Rosemary?
D6 khong phdi 1a t€n ho. Nghia 1a h'di twdng, phai khong anh?”

“C6 th€’la mot y nghia tdt dep,” toi chi ro.

“C6 th€ — nhung em lai khong cam tha’y nhuw the. A, sau khi ong thanh
tra hdi em nay no ngiay hom 4y, em bit dau suy nghi. Tai sao ai d6 lai
mudn dwa em toi noi &y? Pwa em t&i d6 voi mot ngwoi dan 6ng la mat da
chét? Hay la nguoi chét da mudn gdp em & d6? Phéi chang Ong ta la cha
ctia em, va 6ng ta muén em lam gi d6? R6i ai d6 da t&i noi, khdong cho 6ng
ta lam vay. Liéu c6 phai ai d6 ngay tr ddu da mu6n td cdo em chinh 1a ké
s4t nhan? Oi, em da hoan toan ban loan, s¢’ hai. Hinh nhe moi chuyén déu
duoc sip dit d&€ nhidm vao em. Pwa em t&i d6, ngudi dan 6ng da chét, tén
cia em — Rosemary — trén cdi dong h'é cia em khong thudc vé noi aYy.
Vi vdy em da dam ra hodng s¢’ va da lam chuyén ngu ngdc nhw anh néi
do.”

Tbi 1ic d4u nhin nang.

“Em da doc hay danh may qud nhi€u truyén trinh tham va truyén huyén
bi 1'01,” t6i ndi v&i vé quy két. “Con Edna thi sao ha? Trong dau co &y da
nghi gi vé em, em c6 biét gi khong? Tai sao cO &Yy lai 1an 16i t&i tdn nha d€
néi chuyén véi em, khi ma hang ngay van gip em tai s& 1am?”

“Em cheamg bi€t. Con bé khong thé€ nghi em c¢6 lién can v&i dan mang.

Khong thé' nao.”



“C6 1& nao co Ay da nghe 1én dwge chuyén gi d6 va mic mot sai Tam?”

“Khong c6 gi dau, em ndi cho anh bi€t. Khong gi hét.”

Tdi thic méc. Khong th€ khong thic mic... Ngay ca lic nay tdi vin
khong tin nang noi that.

“Em c6 ké thii nao khong? Nhirng thanh nién bat binh, nhirng thi€u nw
ghen tudng, dira ndo d6 hoi bi ma't cAn bing tim 1y va cé thé da bay diéu
dat chuyén hai em?”

Dbiéu t6i ndi ra nghe c¢6 vé hoan toan khong ¢6 strc thuyét phuc.

“Tat nhién la khong roéi.”

Thé 1a hét. Ngay ca bay gior toi ciing khong chic chin vé chiéc dong h'd
ay. That 1a mot chuyén ky la. 413. Nhung chtr s&° d6 c¢6 y nghia gi? Tai sao
lai vi€t ching trén mot tAm buu thi€p voi cht REMEMBER trir phi ching
cé y nghia gi d6 v&i nguoi nhan bru thi€p.

Toi theé dai, thanh toan héa don r'6i dieng day.

“Em dung lo,” tdi néi. (Chéc chin 1a nhirng tr ngu ngd’c nha't trong
ti€ng Anh hay trong ba't ctr ngdén nglr nao khac). “Coéng ty Dich vu Ca nhan
Colin Lamb dang lam viéc day. R'6i em s€ khong sao ca. Thyc t€ chwa day
mot nim nita chiing minh s& k&t hon va sdng hanh phiic mii vé sau. A
nay,” toi néi, khdng th€ ghim minh lai ndi, ddu biét ring t5t hon hét nén
két thiic bang 4m diéu du dwong lang man, nhung cdi Hiéu Ky C4 Nhan
Colin Lamb lai thdc giuc toi ndi ti€p, “thé”em da lam gi v&i chi€c d6ng h'6
ay? Pa gid'u n6 trong hdc td dyng vé cia em ha?”

Cho mot 14t roi nang méi néi: “Em da bd vao thung rac nha k& bén r'o6i.”

T6i hoan toan ring dong. That don gian va cé 1€ hiru hiéu. Nhén ra Ia

nang qua khon lanh. Co6 1€ t61 da danh gia tha’p Sheila.



CHUONG 24

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

Khi Sheila da di roi, t6i bing qua dwong vé khach san, don hét @6 vao tidi
roi giri né lai s&n sang & chd nguwdi gac cira. PG 1a mot loai khach san noi
nguwoi ta dic biét muén khach tra phong tredre 12 gior trra.

Sau d6 toi 1én dwong. Lo trinh dwa t6i ngang qua d'6n canh sat. T6i ngan
ngr mot 14t r'oi di vao. Toi xin gdp Hardcastle va ong c6 & d6. T6i thd'y 6ng
dang cau may doc mdt 14 thw cam trén tay.

“T&1 nay t6i lai di, Dick 2,” t6i néi. “Tré vé London.” Ong ngwée nhin
toi, c6 vé dam chi€u suy nghi.

“Cau ¢6 chiu nghe mot 1o khuyén cua t6i khong?”

“Khong,” toi tra 1oi ngay 1ap tic.

Ong chéng them d€ y. Neudi ta ching bao gior d& ¥ khi mudn khuyén
can nguoi khac.,

“La toi thi toi s€ di chd khdc—va tranh xa ra—né&u ciu biét diéu gi tot
nhd't cho minh.”

“Khéng ai c6 th€ phan xét diéu gi 1a t6t nha't cho ba't ¢ ai khac.”



“T6i nghi ngo diéu ay.”

“T6i s€ cho 6ng anh bi€t mot chuyén, Dick. Khi tdi gidi quyét xong cong
viéc hién gi¢ dwoc phan cong, tdi sé nghi viéc ludn. It ra 13 tdi nghi vay
dé.”

“Visao?”

“T6i gidng nhr mot tu si thoi Victoria ¢ hi. T6i da ¢6 nhirng diéu nghi
ngo:.”

“Hay tw cho minh thoi gian di!”

Tbi khong 6 Hardcastle mudn néi gi. Toi hdi dng dang c6 vé qua lo ling
vE chuyén gi.

“Poc céi nay di!” Ong chuyén sang cho t6i 14 the 6ng dang nghién ciru.

Kinh thwa 6ng,

Toi viea nght dén mot chuyén, ong da hoi toi liéu chong toi co cdc
dau vét nhdn dang nao khong va toi da noi khong co. Nhwng toi da sai.
Thwe sw éng dy c6 mot vét seo & sau tai trdi, dng 4y da cdt pham bdng
lwoi dao cao khi bi con ché cia chiing toi nhdy chom lén ngwoti, va
ong da phdi di khau lgi. Vét khd nhd va khong quan trong nén hom no
t0i dd khong hé nghi dén.

Kinh thuw,

Merlina Rival

“Ba ta viét chir nhanh va dep,” t6i nhan xét. “Mic du t6i chwa bao gior
thich myc tim. C6 phai ngwoi qua ¢ ¢6 mot vét seo?”

“Diing 12 ¢6 mot vét seo. Ngay & chd ba ta néi.”



“C6 phai ba ta da nhin tha’y cdi seo &y khi dwo'c cho xem xac?”

Hardcastle 1ic dAu.

“Vanh tai che kin hé&t. C4u phai bé cong vanh tai ra ding truéc méi c6
the’ thay.”

“Vay 12 6n r'oi. Cong tic tdt 18m. Ong anh con bin khoin gi niva ch?”

Thanh tra rau ri néi vu 4n nay that quy quai. Ong hai t6i ¢6 dinh gdp ong
ban nguoi Phap hay ngwoi Bi cda tdi & London hay khong.

“Co 1€ s€ gap. be'lam gi ha?”

“T6i da dé cap dén dng &y v&i canh sat tredng, s€p bao nho 6ng ay rat
10 — vu d4n mang N& hwdng dan vién 4y. Toi phai d6n ti€p n'dng hiu, néu
ong a'y nghi dén viéc xudng noi nay.”

“Ong ta khong di dau,” t6i néi. “Con ngudi 4y thuce t& ¢ & 1l mot chd y

hét con sao sao bam vao da vay.”

Lic muoi hai gior redi téi bAm chudng nha s& 62, Wilbraham Crescent. Ba
Ramsay m& ctra. Ba ta hau nhw khong ngwde mét 1én nhin toi.

“Cai gi thé?” ba hai.

“T6i c6 th€ ndi chuyén v&i ba mot lat khong a? Téi da téi day chuwng
muoi ngay trede. Co 1€ ba khong nho.”

Ba ta nhwdn ciip mét nhin to6i d& do xét thém. Cip 16ng may ba thodng
nhiu nhe.

“Ong dd d&n cung v&i 6ng thanh tra canh sét, phai khong?”



“DPung vy, ba Ramsay. To61 vao dwoc khong?”

“Ong mudn vao thi ¢t vao. Ngudi ta dau ¢6 tir chdi khong cho canh sét
vao chir. Lam th& s€ bj danh gia ra't toi t¢.”

Ba ta dan dwong vao phong khdch, dot ngot khoat tay vé phia mot cdi
gh€’, sau d6 ng'di d&i dién v&i toi. Giong ba liic trede hoi gay git, nhung
thai d6 cua ba gior day da tré lai tho o ho httng ma trede d6 t6i khong d€'y.

Tdi néi: “Hom nay hinh nhw & day that yén tinh. Chic hai con trai cta
ba da tré lai treong r'oi ha?”

“Vang, qui c¢6 khic.” Ba ndéi ti€p, “Chic 6ng mudn hdi thém vé 4n
mang vura qua, phai khong? C6 gdi bi gi€t trong budng dién thoai.”

“Khong, khong hin. That sy toi khong lién quan dén canh sat, ba bi€t
khong.”

Ba ta c6 vé hoi ngac nhién.

“Tdi twdng Ong 1 trung sT Lamb, ching phai the sao?”

“Tén toi la Lamb, ding vay, nhwng tdi lam & mot b phan khac.”

Vé tho’ o ho hirng chot bi€n mat khong con thd’y trong thai dd cia ba
Ramsay nira. B li¢c nhin t6i that nhanh, c4i nhin chim chip thzatng vao mat
toi voi vé kho chiu.

“0,” ba ta néi, “vay, chuyén gi the?”

“Chdng ba vin dang & nwdc ngoai chiz?”

“Vang.”

“Ong &y di da kh4 lau r'di, phai khong ba Ramsay? Va di kh4 xa?”

“Ong biét gi vé chuyén ay?”

“A, 6ng Ay da di qua bén kia Birc Man sét r'oi, phai khong?”

Ba ta im ldng mot ldc kha 1au r'oi ddp v&i giong binh than vo hon:



“Vang. Vang, hoan toan dung nhu the".”

“Ba c6 bi€t 6ng &'y di hay khong?”

“It nhiéu ciing c6 biét.” Ba ngirng lai mot 1t roi néi, “Ong &'y mudn toi
cung dén do.”

“C6 ldc nao ba tirng nghi t&i chuyén &y hay khong?”

“Cling c6. Mai dén gan day 6ng &y mdi néi cho tdi biét.”

“Ba khong d6ng quan di€ém v&i Ong y w?”

“C6 mot Tan nhw the’. Nhung 6ng phai biét 1a da qua roi... Ong thwong
ki€m tra kha toan dién vé nhirng chuyén nhw thé, phai khong? Trd lui vEé
qua khtr, tim ra ai l1a ké di diy di d6, ai la dang vién, tdt ca nhirng chuyén
dai loai nhw the".”

“Cé Ié ba da bd sét nhirng thong tin s€ rat hwru ich cho ching t6i,” toi

P

noi.

Ba ta lic dau.

“Piing, toi khong thé néi. Toi khong c6 ¥ 1a s& khong néi. Ong thay dé,
ong &y chwa bao gio’ néi voi toi diéu gi 1o rang. To6i khong mudn biét. Toi
da chan chwong mét mai v&i toan bo chuyén ay! Khi Michael bao t6i 6ng
Ay sip roi khoi da't nede nay, thi thuc sy toi ciing khong thd'y qud ngac
nhién. Khi &y tdi da quyé&t dinh minh phai lam gi.”

“Va ba da quyét dinh khong nhat thi€t phai dong tinh v&i muc ti€u cia
ong ay?”

“Khong, tdi hoan toan khong nghi nhw th€". Quan di€m cua tdi hoan toan
vi ban than minh. Tdi tin cudi cing v&i phu ni van ludn 12 th&, di nhién tree
phi d6 1a mot ké cu'dng tin. Va roi phu ni cling ¢ th€ rat cudng tin, nhwng

toi thi khong. T6i chwa bao gior 1a gi khac ngoai mot nguoi theo canh ta 6n
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hoa.

“Chong ba c6 dinh liu gi voi vy Larkin khong?”

“Tbi khong biét. Chic c6 th€ c6 da’y. Ong &y chwa bao gid k€ gi hay néi
gi v&i toi VE chuyén a7y ca.”

Ba ta chot nhin t6i ¢6 vé s6i noi hon.

“Ong nén lam sang td hoan toan chuyén Ay di, ong Ciru 2. Hay 12 6ng
Sé6i d6i 16t Curu, hay 6ng 1a cai gi cling thé thoi. T6i yéu ch'ong toi. Lé ra toi
da yéu quy ong &y da dé€ cung di d&€n Moscow, du toi ¢6 dong y hay bat
d6ng quan di€m chinh trj v&i dng &y ciing the. Ong &y mudn tdi mang theo
hai thang bé. T6i khong mudn mang ching theo. Pon gian 13 the thdi. Va
th& 1a t6i quyét dinh & lai v&i ching né. Liéu ¢6 bao gio toi gap lai Michael
hay khong thi t6i khong biét nira. Ong &'y phai chon cdch sdng ctia ng 'y,
con tdi cling ¢ cach sdng cua tdi. Nhwng bay gio toi da bi€t dich xac mot
diéu. Sau khi dng &y ban v&i tdi chuyén &y. Toi mudn hai thing bé dwoc
nudi day & day trong da't nwde clia ching. Ching l1a nguoi Anh. Téi mudn
chiing dworc nudi day nhw nhirng thang bé ngwdi Anh binh thudng.”

“To6i hi€u.”

“Va toi nghi ta't ca chi c6 th&,” ba Ramsay ding dy.

Luc ba’y gio thdi do ctia ba bdng dung ra't cwong quyét.

“Chéc hin da 1a mot chon Iya khoé khan,” toi n6i that 6n ton.

“T61 ra't ti€c cho ong.”

To6i cling ra't ti€c. C6 1€ sy cam thong chan thanh trong giong ndi cua toi
da khién ba ta cAm ddng. Ba cwoi nhe.

“Cé6 18 dng thyc sy la... Chic trong cong viéc ciia minh dng phdi c&

gang it nhiéu nam dwoc tay cia ngwoi ta, bi€t ho dang c6 cam gidac gi va



dang nghi gi. Gan nhwr da 1a mot cd ha do van d6i véi toi, nhung t6i da
vt qua nhirng gi toi té nhat... Gio diy toi phai vach ra nhirng k& hoach,
phai lam gi, phai di dau, nén & lai day hay di noi nao khac. Toi phai tim
viéc lam. Trede day c6 mét dao tdi da quen lam cong viée thw ky. C6 1€ t6i
s€ theo mot khéa on luyén lai veé toc ky va danh may.”

“A, dirng c6 di 1am cho Phong Cavendish nhé!” t6i bao.

“Vi sao lai khong chr?”

“Hinh nhw céac c0 gai dang lam cong & d6 déu gap chuyén khong may.”

“Ne€u ong nghi to1 bi€t dwgre chut gi vé chuyén &y thi 6ng da nham. Toi
cha bi€t gi dau.”

Tbdi chic ba ta may mén roi di ra. Chealng tim hi€u dwoe gi tw ba ta ca.
That ra t6i cling khong nghi s€ tim hi€u dwoc di€u gi. Nhwng nguwoi ta phai

sap x&p lai cho on nhirng dau mdi con 1dng 1€o.

Vwra ra khoi cong toi suyt ddm bo vao ba McNaughton. Ba ta dang xach
mot cdi tdi di mua sim va hinh nhw ra't loang choang, dirng khdng virng.

“Pe t61,” tOi ndi roi cam 18y cdi tdi tw tay ba.

Ban d4u ba dinh gidng lai cdi tdi mua sdm, sau d6 ba reén dau tdi trude,
chim chd nhin tdi roi n&i 10ng ban tay dang nim chit.

“Anh 1a chang trai tré to d6n canh sat diy ma,” ba néi. “M¢oi dau toi
khong nhén ra anh.”

Toi xach cdi tii @6 dén cira tredrc nha ba va ba ta 1do dao di bén canh

toi. Cdi tii ndng mot cach ra't dang ngo. T6i ty hdi ¢6 gi trong &y. Nhirng



can khoai tay?

“Khoi bA'm chudng,” ba bao. “Ctra khong khéa.”

Hinh nhw & Wilbraham Crescent khong nha nao khéa ctra ca.

“Va anh dang ti€p tuc cong viéc thé’ nao?” ba ta hoi ki€u budn chuyén.
“Hinh nhw 0ng ta cedi ngwoi thap kém hon minh ra't nhiéu.”

To1 khong bi€t ba ta dang ndi gi ntra.

“Ai vy — t0i da di xa,” toi gidi thich.

“A, tdi hi€u r'6i. Nap béng ai d6, toi cho 1a nhw vay. Toi mudn néi dén
ba Rival. T6i da t&i dy budi sor thim. Mot ngwoi dan ba trong c6 vé qua doi
binh thwong. Toi phai néi la ba ta dwong nhw chflng bdi r&i 14m khi tha’y
ch'ong chét.”

“Ba ta khong gap chdng da mwoi 1am nam r'éi,” toi giai thich.

“Ong Angus va tdi k&t hén da hai mwoi nim.” Ba thé dai. “Pa 1au 14m
roi. Va ong &y lam veon qua nhiéu, gio’ day khi khong con téi treong dai
hoc nwra... That khé biét phéi lam gi v&i chinh minh day.”

Ngay lic d6 6ng McNaughton tay ¢cam cai xéng tir géc nha di vong ra.

“Oi, em da veé roi. D€ anh xach @6 vo cho...”

“Anh dem vao trong nha b&p di,” ba chu nha bao t6i, lanh l¢ thdc cti
chd vao toi. “Chi ¢6 banh bot bap nedng, tring va mot trdi dua thdi ma,” ba
no mot nu cwoi rang ro’ ndi véoi ch'ong.

Toi dit c4i tdi 1én ban nha b&ép. N6 kéu leng keng. B4nh bdt bip nudng
sao ha troi! T6i d€ cho ban nang diép vién lam nhiém vu. Bén dudi mot
mi€ng gelatine nguy trang la ba chai whisky.

To6i hi€u vi sao doi lic ba McNaughton qua twoi tinh va ndi tia lia, vi sao

thinh thoang ba hoi loang choang khong virng. Va cé th€ con hi€u vi sao



ong ch'dng lai t chire gido suw.

b6 1a mot buoi sang danh cho cac lang giéng. Toi gap 6ng Bland trong lic
dang di trén duwong Crescent hwdng vé duong Albany. Ong Bland c6 vé rit
ching mue. Ong nhén ra t6i ngay tiec khic.

“Cau c6 khoe khdong? Vu an sao roi hd? Ba nhan dang dwoc cai xac, toi
nghe néi the. Dudng nhw da d6i x& véi vor hin khé t6i té. A nay, xin 15
cu, cdu khong phai nguoi & ddy, ding khong?”

Tbi néi lang di, ring tdi tir London t&1i.

“Thé& Scotland Yard ciling quan tam, phai khong?”

“A...” i kéo dai tir nay ra mot cdch vo thwdng vo phat.

“Toi hiéu roi. Khong dwoc tiét 10 bi mat. DAu sao ciu khong ¢6 dén duy
buoi so’ tham ma.”

Tdi n6i minh méic di nwdc ngoai.

“Tbi ciling thé, cdu a. Téi ciing th&?” Ong nhdy méit v&i toi.

“Paris phéng tiing ha?” t6i hdi, nhdy mét dap lai.

“T6i da ao wdc dwore dé€n dd’y. Khong, chi 1a chuyén di mot ngay dén
Boulogne th6i.”

Ong thic ctii chd vao hong t6i (ri't gidng ba McNaughton!).

“Khong dét vo theo. Ciip k& cling mot ¢d bé xinh xin. Téc vang. S& do
néng béng.”

“M0ot chuyén di cong tac ha?” t6i hoi. Ca hai cung cwoi vang nhw moi



dan 6ng trén coi doi nay.

Ong ta di t&i nha s& 61, con toi thi budce tiép vé phia dwdng Albany.

T6i khong thda man voi chinh minh. Nhw Poirot da néi, dang 1€ phai thu
dwoc nhi€u hon tir cac nha hang xém. RO rang khéng hop 1€ ty nhién khi
khong mdt ai tirng thdy gi ca! C6 1€ Hardcastle da héi sai. Nhung t6i ¢6 thé
nghi ra ciu hdi nao hay hon hay khong? Trong khi ré qua dwong Albany,
toi 1ap trong dau minh mot danh sach nhiing cau héi. Lan lwot nhirng cau
d6 nhw the’ nay: ++“Ong Curry (Castleton) dd bj ddnh thudc mé — Khi
nao? Nguwoi k€ trén da bj giét — O dau? Ong Curry (Castleton) da dwoc
dwa d&n nha s& 19 — Nhuw thé” nao? C6 nguwoi nao hin da thay gi do! —
Ai? Diéu hén thd'y — La cdi gi?”

Toi lai 1€ trdi. Gio day tdi dang budc di trén dwong Wilbraham Crescent
ding y nhw da bwdoc di vao hdm 9 thang 9. T6i ¢6 nén ghé vao nha c6
Pebmarsh hay khong? BaA'm chudng va n61 — cha, t61 nén néi gi day?

Viéng nha c6 Waterhouse? Nhung t6i cé th€ ndi cai qudi gi voi ba ta
chi?

Co6 1€ 1a ba Hemming? N6i véi ba ta chzatng cO tac dung gi nhi€u. Ba ta
c6 theém nghe du, va diéu ba da ndi, di ngiu nhién va khong lién quan,
khong churng lai dwa d€n mot diéu gi do.

T6i viea bude di vira nham trong dau minh cac s& nha nhw trede day
trng lam. C6 phai 6ng Curry qua cd da toi day, cling d€ y dén sd nha, cho
ti khi d&n s6 nha minh dinh vié€ng tham?

Wilbraham Crescent chwa bao gior trong ¢6 vé dao mao nghiém trang
hon. Gan nhu t6i nghe ti€ng chinh minh dang kéu 1én theo kiéu thoi
Victoria: “Oi, gid ma hon d4 ciing biét néi ning!” P6 1a cau trich din dwoc

wa thich nhat thoi &y. Hinh nhw vay. Nhwng ma da dau cé néi, gach va xi



mang cung chfmg hon gi. ThAm chi cd thach cao 14n vira ciling th¢.
Wilbraham Crescent van ¢t im lim 1a chinh nd.

Ki€u dang cO xwa, cach biét, kha toi tan va chealng thém tro chuyén. Toi
chic chén né cuc lyc phan ddi nhitng k& lang thang dau dudng x6 cho
tham chi chaamg bi€t minh dang tim ki€m céi gi nwra.

Chi c6 vai ngwdi quanh d6. Hai thang nhd cudi xe dap, hai ngudi dn ba
x4ch tdi di mua sdm. Chinh nhitng ngdi nha c6 th€ di dworc wdp nhw nhitng
xac wdp d€ gitr lai td't cd nhirng da'u hiéu cda sy s6ng c6 trong d6. Toi biét
tai sao lai thé”. Pa dén r'6i hay gan dén mot gio’ gid’c thiéng liéng ctia nguoi
ta, mot gior gid'c da duoc truyén thdng Anh thian thanh héa d€ nguoi ta tiéu
héa bira an trwa. Trong mdt hay hai ngdi nha tdi c6 the' thd'y qua nhirng ctra
s0 khong che man mot nhém mét hay hai ngwoi quanh ban an, nhung ngay
ca chuyén ay cling cwc ky hi€m hoi. Hoac la cac ctra s6 dwore phii man
nylon che kin nhw d6i nghich v&i man vai ren Nottingham da ¢6 thoi duoc
dung ra't pho bién, hodc nhiéu kha nang hon nira — ba't cir ai ¢ & nha déu
dang an trong b&p “hién dai” theo tap tuc cta thap ni€n 1960.

To6i trAam ngadm suy nghi, d6 1a khodng thoi gian trong ngay hoan hao
cho mét 4n mang. Téi ty hoi ké giét ngwoi cé teng nghi vay khong? C6
phai d6 12 mot phan trong k& hoach ctia hin? Cudi cling t6i dd d&n nha s
19.

Ciing nhw qud nhiéu thanh vién kho dai khac trong dén chiing, t6i ctr
dirng ng6 tran tran. Lic bd’y gi® ching tha’y béng ddng mot con ngwdi nao
khéc. “Cheamg c6 lang giéng nao cd,” t6i budn rau ty nhu, “cheamg cé nguoi
xem thong minh nao.”

T6i cam thdy vai minh dau nhéi. T6i da sai Tam. O day c6 mot lang

giéng, ding vay, mot lang giéng rat c6 ich gid nhu tung bi€t ndi. Toi da



dya vao c6t cong nha s& 20 va ciling con meo 16ng vang cam to 1on t6i tirng
thay trede d6 dang ng'6i trén cot cong. Toi ding lai trao doi vai 1o voi nd,
tredre hé't go cdi mong vudt tinh nghich ctia né ra khdi vai minh.

“Gid ma meo bi€t ndi nhi,” t6i tang no vai loi @€ m@ dau cau chuyén.

Con meo vang cam m& miéng kéu to mot ti€ng meo meo du dwong ém

“Tao bi€t may cé th€ ma,” tdi néi. “Tao bi€t may cling cé thé€ néi lwu
loat nhw tao. Nhwng may dang néi khong phai ngén ngtr ciia tao. C6 phai
hom &y may ciling ng'6i & day? May c6 tha'y ai da di vao hay ra khéi nha 8y
hay khong? May c6 bi€t ta't ca nhirtng chuyén da xdy ra hay khong? Tao s€
khong d€ cho né qua mat may dau, miu a.”

Con meo xem nhan xét ctia toi 1a 1o thoai clia mot vai dién t6i. N6 quay
lung lai v&i toi va bt dau ve vay cdi dudi.

“Xin 16i bé ha,” toi no6i.

N6 ngodi dau lai lanh ling nhin t3i, roi bat dau ty rira rdy mot cich
siéng ning. Lang giéng 6i, toi tram tw suy nghi mdt cich ding cay! Chéng
con nghi ngo gi ntra, cac lang giéng & Wilbraham Crescent cheamg cung cap
dwoc gi. Bi€u t61 da muén — dréu Hardcastle d@ mudn — la mot 130 phu
nhin nao d6 chuyén ngdi 1€ d6i mach, wa nhom ngé rinh mo, cé thoi gian
triu nang trén hai tay. Luc nao cing mong nhin ra va thdy dréu gi d6 xau xa
nhuc nha. Ric r6i 1a hang 3o phu nhan &y ngay nay hinh nhw chét hét ca
roi. Hét thay cdc ba &y van ng'6i tim ndm tum ba trong nha dwdng 130 v&i
moi ngudn an ui danh cho tudi gia, hay vao cac bénh vién déng ngwoi noi
girong bénh 1a nhu ciu cap thi€t cda nhirng ngwoi that sy dau dm. Nhirng
ngwdi que quit, khap khiéng va ngueoi gia khong con sdng trong nha minh

nira, chdng con dwoc mot gia nhan trung thanh hay mot ngwdi ba con kher



khao nao d6 cham séc, vui long c¢6 dwoc mdt ngdi nha tr t&€. DS 1a mot
buwdre thut 1ti nghiém trong trong cong tac diéu tra hinh su.

T6i ngd sang bén kia dwong. Tai sao bén d6 lai khong thé€ c6 nha lang
giéng nao hé&t? Tai sao khong th€ c6 mot day nha sach s€ gon gang ddi dién
v&i toi, thay vi mot khoi cao &c bang bé-tdong vo h'on? Mot kicu t& ong day
4p con nguwdi, khong con nghi ngdr gi nira, trong 4y cw ngu nhitng ong thor
su6t ngay ra ngoai va chi tré vé vao buoi toi d€ trong chirng may dira con
hay trang di€m dung nhan r'6i ra ngoai gdp go cic chang trai tré cia minh.
Tdi gan nhu bit dau c6 cam tinh v&i vé hio hoa phong nha thdi Victoria da
phai tan ctia Wilbraham Crescent vi né trai ngwoc hin v&i nhtrng can hd vo
hon 2.

Mt tdi bit gip mot 4nh chép & dAu dé nira dwong ngd 1én cao dc. N6
khi&h t6i 181 tri. Toi ngd 1én cham chip. Phai, n6 lai d&n nira kia. Mot ctra
s0 dang m& va mot nguoi dang nhin qua d6. Mot khuén mat bj vat gi do6
gio’ 1én x6a nhoa di mot chiit. Anh chép lai loé 1én. Téi thoc tay vao tii
quan. To6i thwong gitr rd't nhi€u d'6 vat trong cac tdi cia minh, nhitng mén
¢6 the c6 ich. Han ta s& ngac nhién vi doi khi c6 mén do c6 ich. Mot bang
dinh nhd xiu. Vai dung cu trong cé vé hoan toan vé dung nhwng lai cé kha
nang m& hdu hét cac canh cira khéa chat, mot céi lon thi€c dwng bot xam
¢ nhan hiéu khéng ding v&i nd cling mdt cai bom phun bot &y d€ 18y dau
van tay, va mot hay hai @6 ding nhd xiu hau nhw nguoi ta chgng bi€t la cai
gi. Trong s& cac d'6 vat khdc toi cé mdt dng kinh ngdm chim bd tdi. Khong
ngam duwgc qud cao nhung st dung ciing kha tt. Toi 14y nd ra va nang 1én
ngang tAm mat.

C6 mot dira nhod trong khung ctra s0. Toi thdy dwgc mot bim téc dai phi

xudng mot bor vai. Co bé ¢6 mdt cap dng nhom nhd ding d€ xem opera va



cd dang nghién ctru tdi c6 th€ ndi 1a cham chd nhwng chi d€ cho vui vay
thoi. Tuy th€’, vi chflng c6 gi khdc d&€ nghin ngdm nén ciing c6 thé khong
phai chi d€ lam vui nhw trong c6 vé nhw thé. Vwa lic d6 & Wilbraham
Crescent lai ¢c6 mot tro tiéu khién gitra tra khac.

Mot chi€c Rolls-Royce cli mém chay t¢i noi do mot tai x& ra't cao tuoi
14i. Trong béc ta c6 vé ding din nhung kha chan doi. Bic di ngang qua chd
t6i v&i vé long trong cia ca doan xe hoi dang diéu hanh. Quan st vién nhi
cda toi, toi d€'y tha'y gio day da chuyén 6ng kinh sang béc tai. Téi dieng do,
suy nghi.

T6i van ludén c6 niém tin, hé anh chiju khé cho' da 1au nhat dinh s& gip
dwoce diéu may méan nao dé. Mot diéu anh khdng thé ndo trong mong va
chwra bao gior nghi dén, nhung van xay ra. Phai ching c6 kha ning day c6 I&
12 may mén ctia t6i? Lai nhin 1&én chung cu to vudng virc, téi d&' y that ky
lwong vi tri ctia ctra sO minh ddc biét quan tdm, d&€m tw d6 qua hai déau
chung cw va d&€m tw dwdi dat 1én. Tang ba. Sau d6 t6i di doc theo con
dwong tdi tdn cong chung cu. Bén trong ¢6 mdt con dwong trai rong vong
quanh cao &c v&i nhirng tham hoa cach quang nhau mot cach gon gang &
nhtrng vi tri chi€n lwgc trén bai co.

To6i nhan thdy clr theo doi xuyén sudt ta't ca cdc dong thai lic nao cling
to't, vi vay tdi bude ra khodi con dwong gitra vieon hoa &y di vé phia chung
cw, ngwde nhin 1én phia trén dau minh nhw th€ gidt minh kinh ngac, cui
xudng bii cd, gia dd lung suc khip noi va sau ciing ding thzatng day, r0 rang
chuyén cdi gi d6 tw ban tay vao tdi ctia minh.

T6i ¢ twdng ban ngay hau nhw ldc nao & day cling c6 nguoi gac cuia,
nhung vao thdi khic thiéng liéng tr mot dén hai gior, dai sanh & ctra vao

véng tanh. C6 mdt cdi chudng bén trén cé tAm bang 1én @& chit GAC



CONG, nhung t6i khong ba'm chudng. Cé mot thang mdy va téi di toi do,
roi bAm nit d€'1én tang ba.

Tw bén ngoai twdng chirng xac dinh vi tri mot can phong dac biét ¢6 vé
kha don gian, nhwng khi vao bén trong mot cao 6¢ thi that 1a rdi ram. Tuy
nhién trong doi minh t6i da rd't nhi€u MAn thyc hanh nhitng tinh huéng
trong ty nén téi kha chic chin minh di d&n ding ctra. Con s& trén dé du
tot xAu gi cling 1a 77. “A,” t6i nghi, “nhirng s& bay 12 may mén. Ct thir di.”

T6i bAm chudng r'éi buoc 1ui lai d€ cho xem chuyén gi s€ dén.



CHUONG 25

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

T6i phéi dori ching mot hay hai phit gi d6, roi ciea moi mé ra.

Mot ¢ géi ngwdi Bic Au tée vang, dang ngwdi to 16n, mit tng do, mic
bd quan 4o mau sic ryc r& nhin to6i ¢6 ¥ do hdi. Dau ¢d dd voi vang lau
chii d6i tay nhung van con dinh v&t bot mi va ¢6 cd mot vét bot mi i xiu
trén mili co, vi the" tdi dé dang dodn dworc cd dang lam gi.

“Xin 10i,” t6i néi, “hinh nhr & diy ¢6 mot bé gdi. Co bé da danh roi mot
vat ra ngoai ctra s0.”

C6 mim cwoi voi t6i. Ti€ng Anh khong phai 1a thé” manh cua ¢6 ta.

“Toi xin 161 — Ong néi gi?”

“Mot dira bé & day —mot ¢6 bé.”

”Vang, vang.” CO gat dau.

“Lam rot @0 ra ngoai ctra s0.”

N6i dén day t6i lam vai diéu bo.

“To1 da nhat va dem 1€n.”



To6i chia ra mot ban tay mé rong. Trong d6 c6 mdt con dao got trai cay
bang bac. C6 ngd nd, khong nhan ra.

“To61 khong nghi la — t01 khong thdy...”

“C6 dang ban nau an,” toi td ra thong cam.

“Vang, phai, toi nau an. Ping da’y.” Co6 gat dau lia lia.

“T6i khong mudn qua’y ray c6,” tdi néi. “DPe€ toi dwa nd cho c6 bé, dwoc
khong?”

“Xin 16i?”

Hinh nhw ¢6 d3 hi€u y cta tdi. Co dan dwong bing qua sanh roi mé mot
canh ctta. N6 din vao mdt phong khach trong rat vui mét. Canh cira s& 1a
mot trang ky dwoc ké 1én va ¢6 mét dira nhod dd chin, mwoi tudi, mot chan
b6 bot, dang ng 61 trén do.

“Quy 6ng nay day, 6ng nay néi em danh rét...”

Ngay ldc d6 that may man, mot mui chdy khét nong nic bay ra tir nha
bép. Co dan dwong cho toi kéu 1én thang thd't: “Xin 161, xin thir 16i.”

“CO cwr di di,” tdi ndi ra't chan tinh, “toi lo liéu dwoc ma.”

Co le lang bd chay. Téi vao phong, dong ctra lai r'oi di toi trang Ky .

“Xin chao.”

Dira nho ddp lai, “Xin chao” va c 1i€c nhin t6i soi mé6i do xét that lau,
khién t6i hoi chot da. C6 bé kha gian di véi mai toc chai thfmg thom mau
x4m thét lai thanh hai cdi bim. Tran v, cAm nhon va mdt cip mat xdm rat
thong minh.

“T6i 1a Colin Lamb,” t6i néi. “Bé tén 1a?”

N6 cung cap thong tin cho t61 that mau le.

“Geraldine Mary Alexandra Brown.”



“Troi 6i,” t6i kéu 1én, “hoan toan khdng gidng céi tén chit xiu nao. Ho
thwong goi em la gi ha?”

“Geraldine. Do6i khi l1a Gerry, nhwng em cha thich. B& em ciing cha dong
¥ goi tén vin tit dau a.”

Mot trong nhirng lgi thé tuyét voi khi lam viéc v&i tré con la ching
thwong ¢6 logic riéng ctia ching. Ba't ctr ngwoi 1on nao ciing déu sé ngay
lap tirc hai t6i rang t6i mudn cdi gi. Con bé nay lai hoin toan sin sang di
theamg vao cudc noéi chuyén ma khdng can dé€n nhirng cau hdi ngu ngo’ ngd
ngan. N6 dang & mot minh va bu'én chéan, nén khach vié€ng nha ba't ctr ki€u
nao c6 san sd hoi han van dwgrc hoan nghénh vi d6 1a diéu mdi la. Cho t&i
khi t6i ty ching t& minh 12 mot g néi chuyén khong vui va chdn ngét, né
van hét stkc sdn sang tro chuyén.

“Chéc bd" em ra ngoai ro6i ha?” tdi hoi.

Con bé ddp lai cling nhanh le va ddy da chi ti€t nhw da th€ hién truoc
doé.

“Cong xuwdng Cartinghaven & Beaverbridge. Cach day ding muwoi bon
dam ba phén tw a.”

“Con me em?”

“Me chét roi,” Geraldine d4p, niém hin hoan vin khong hé suy gidm.
“Ba chét lic em mdi hai thiang tudi. Me di may bay tw Phap dén. Mdy bay
bi roi va moi ngwoi déu chét ca.”

N6 néi véi doi chit man nguyén khién t6i cdm thdy véi mot dira nho
néu me noé da chét di, di€u &y phan dnh mot vinh quang nao d6 néu nhw ba
ta bi chét trong mot tai nan hay diét toan bod.

“T6i hi€u r'61,” tdi ndi. “Vi th€ ma em maoi ¢6...”



To6i nhin vE phia ctra phong.

“Po 1a Ingrid. Chi &y dén t Na Uy. M&i ¢6 nira thang nay thoi. Chi &y
chwa n6i dwore ti€ng Anh. Em dang day ti€ng Anh cho chi 8y.”

“Va chi 8y day ti€ng Na Uy cho em ha?”

“Khong nhiéu 14m,” con bé dép.

“Em c06 thich chi 8y khong?”

“Cé a. Chj ciing dwoc 1dm. Dadi lic mén chi ndu khd ky qudi. Anh biét
khong, chi &y thich an c4 s6ng.”

“Anh ting an cd s6ng & Na Uy,” tdi néi. “Po6i khi cling ra't ngon.”

Geraldine c6 vé vo cung hoai nghi di€u aYy.

“Hbém nay chi &y dang c& lam banh tat nhan mat dwong di’y a,” né néi
ti€p.

“M&i nghe da thad'y ngon r'oi.”

“Um — vang, em thich banh tat nhan mat dwdng.” N6 18 phép néi thém,
“C6 phai anh dén d€ an trwea khong a?”

“Khong em. That ra vira roi anh di ngang qua bén dwdi noi nay va co 1€
em da danh ro'i mot vat ra ngoai ctra s0.”

“Em 47”

“Phai.” Tdi dwa ra con dao got trdi cAy bang bac.

Con bé nhin né, m&i ddu c¢6 vé ngo veec nhwng r'oi lai ¢6 nhirtng dau
hiéu bdng long.

“Cuing kha dep dd’y. Céi gi the?”

“Pay la mdt con dao got trai cay.”

To6i me con dao ra.



“A, em hiéu r'6i. Anh mudn néi c6 th€ diing né got vo tdo va nhitng thir
teong ty.”

“Phai.”

Con bé th¢ dai.

“Khong phai ctia em. Em khong h€ danh roi con dao nay. DBiéu gi khién
anh nghi em da danh ro1?”

“A, lic &y em dang nhin ra ctra s§ va...”

“Hau nhw lic nao em cling nhin ra ctra s0,” Geraldine néi. “Em da bi
nga gay chan, anh thdy roi day.”

“That khong may!”

“Vang, chaamg phai th& sao? Du sao cling bi gdy chan theo cach chéng
hay ho gi. Em vira budc xudng xe buyt thi bat thinh linh xe ti€p tuc chay
toi. Ban ddu ciing kha dau va hoi nhirc nh6i, nhwng bay gior da hét dau
nhtrc r'6i.”

“V&i em chic hin khd budn chan ,” tO1 noi.

“Véang, ding th&. Nhwng bd thwong mang d€n cho em nhiéu thir. Chat
déo d¢€ nan hinh, anh bi€t ddy, sach va bt chi mau, trd choii ghép hinh va
cic mon do twong ty nhw thé, nhung chot mai ciing chan nén em danh
phan 1on thoi gian d€ nhin ra ctra s6 v&i céi nay nay.”

Vo6 cung ty hao né dwa ra mot cap 6ng nhom d€ xem opera.

“Cho anh xem v&i, ¢6 dwgrc khong?” toi hoi.

T6i cam 18y dng nhom tw tay c¢6 bé, dwa 1én vira tdm ma't r'oi nhin ra
bén ngoai ctra so.

“Hay qua ta!” to1 khen.

Qua ding th€’, ra't tuyét. B& ciia con bé, n€u ding la da cung cap moén



do nay, hin da khong ti€c tién. That dang kinh ngac vi anh ¢6 the nhin thay
that rd nha s6 19, Wilbraham Crescent, va cac nha lan can. T6i trao cdp 6ng

nhom lai cho con bé.

“Rat tuyét,” toi ndi. “Hang nha't d6.”

“N6 rat banh,” Geraldine néi voi vé ty hao. “Khong phai ¢6 choi cho
cac em bé va khong phai gia vo' xem choi dau nhé.”

“bung... anh thdy vay.”

“Em c6 gitt mOt quy€n sO nhd,” Geraldine ndi ti€p.

N6 dwa quyén sO cho t6i xem.

“Em ghi chép vao diy chuyén nay chuyén no cling v&i gio gidc. Gidng
nhw lic nhan rdi ngwdi ta ¢6 cdi thd vui ghi nhin con s& cla cdc dAu mdy
xe ltra,” né ndéi thém. “Anh ho em tén la Dick hay choi tro ghi s6” tau hda.
Bon em con ghi ca s& xe 6 t6 nira.”

“MOot tro gidi tri kha hay,” t6i nhan xét.

“Vang, ding th€". That khong may gan day chang cé nhiéu 6 t6 chay trén
dwong nay, nén hdu nhw em da bd khdng ghi lai nira.”

“Chac em phai bi€t rd moi chuyén vé nhirng ngdi nha dwdi kia, nhirng ai
sdng trong Ay va du thir chuyén ntra.”

T6i tudn ra nhitng 1¢i nay kha ngau nhién, nhung ¢6 bé lai phan rng that
nhanh.

“C6 chir a. D1 nhién em chang biét tén that cia ho, b&i thé” em phai cho
ho nhirng céi tén ty minh datra.”

“Chéc vui 1dm,” t6i néi.

“Ba Hau tudc Carrabas & dwdi kia,” con bé vwa néi vua chi trd. “Cai

nha toan cdy cdi um tum cha chiu cat xén gon gang. Anh bi€t roi day,



giong nhu truyén Meo di hia. By meo ctia ba 4y ddong qua troi dong.”

“Anh vira m&i néi chuyén véi mot con, con me¢o vang cam &y.”

“Vang, em da thQy anh.”

“Hin em tinh mdt 18m,” t6i nhan xét. “Anh mong 12 em khong bd sét
nhi€u diéu, phai vady khong?”

Geraldine mim cwoi ¢ vé hai long. C6 Ingrid mé cira di vao, thé khong
ra hoi.

“Em van On, hi?”

“Bon em van On,” con bé qua quyét. “Chi khong cin phai lo dau,
Ingrid.”

NO gat dau that manh roi quo hai ban tay ra hiéu.

“Chi nd'u an ti€p di.”

“Tot qua, chi di na'u ti€p day. R4t hay la em c6 khach.”

“Chj &y thwong cing thfmg khi 1am bép,” Geraldine gidi thich. “Em
mudn ndi khi chj &y dang thir [am m6t mén méi. Va déi khi nha em dung
btra rd't mudn vi 1€ &y. Em rat vui ¢6 anh dén choi. C6 nguoi cho minh xao
lang, khong nghi dé€n chuyén dang doi bung hay qua.”

“Hay k&€ cho anh nghe thém vé nguoi trong nhirng ngéi nha dwdi d6 di,”
toi bao, “va em da thay gi. Ai s6ng trong ngdi nha k& d6 — ngdi nha ngan
nip ay?”

“Oi, c6 mdt ba mi & dd’y. Ba 4y mi hoan toan, tuy th& van di lai binh
thwong nhw th€ van nhin thd'y dwong. Chi géc ctra bdo em thé”. Chi Ay tén
la Harry. Chu rat t¢ t€. Chd Harry &y. Chd k€ cho em nghe rat nhiéu
chuyén, vé vu giét ngwoi.”

“Giét ngwoi sao?” giong tdi hdi nghe ¢é vé kinh ngac, ra't thich hop voi



tinh hu6ng nay.

Con nhd git dau. Mit né ryc sang 1én bdi tinh chd't quan trong cia
nhitng thong tin né sép sira truyén dat.

“C6 mdt vu giét ngueoi trong nha &y. Thyc ra em da nhin thay.”

“Ui, vay sao!”

“Vang, ching phai thé” sao? Trede gidr em chwa tirng nhin thd'y mot vu
giét ngwdi. Y em mudn néi chua tirng tha'y noi xay ra 4n mang.”

“Em da — o — thdy gi?”

“A, lic &y chflng c6 chuyén gi xay ra. Anh bi€t ma, lic d6 la mot gio
hAu nhu vang vé trong ngay.”

“Chuyén hip dan xay ra lic nao?”

“Ai @&y tw trong nha v6i vang chay ra va la hét. B&i thé” di nhién em biét
chic hin da c6 chuyén gi ddy xdy ra.”

“Ai la hét?”

“La mot phu nit. C6 ta con tré 1dm, that sy kh4 xinh dep. C6 ta ra khoi
ctra va ctr la hét, la hét mai. C6 mot thanh nién dang di trén dwong. C6 Ay
nhao ra khdi cong va gan nhw gitr chat 18y anh ta — nhw th€ nay nay.” N6
lam mot diéu bo voi hai canh tay. Bat chot né li€c nhin toi chiam chap.
“Trong anh ta c6 vé kha gidng anh d6 daYy.”

“Chéc ngudi giong nguwdi thoi,” tdi néi nhe nhang. “R6i tiép sau do 1a
chuyén gi? Chuyén nay ra't hAp dan.”

“A, anh ta gan nhw ddy c6 ng'di phich xudng. Anh biét khong, trén mijt
dat ay, va ro6i anh ta di vao trong nha. Con Hoang D& — tic 1a con meo
16ng vang cam, em van ludn goi n6 1a Hoang D& vi trong né ¢6 vé qud sirc

kiéu hanh —-n6 thoi khdng li€m 1dp ntra va trong cd vé hét sire kinh ngac.



R'6i sau da'y C6 Can Gido ra khéi nha minh —1a nha s6 18 &y — ba ta dira
roi ding trén thém nha nhin chim chip.”

“Co Can Gido ha?”

“Em goi ba ta la C6 Céan Giéo vi ba ta thging dudt. Ba ta c6 mQt 6ng em,
va thuong hay bét nat dng ay.”

“N6i ti€p di,” to1 n6i mot cach quan tam.

“R'6i sau d6 du thir chuyén da xay ra. Ngwoi dan 6ng tw trong nha tré ra
— Anh chic chin d6 khong phdi 13 anh ch¢?”

“Anh l1a mot anh chang trong ra't binh thwong,” téi khi€ém tdn ndi, “cé
nhiéu ngwoi gidng anh 1dm.”

“Véng, ctr cho la ding thé& di,” Geraldine ndi ¢6 phian théamg thin. “A, d
sao di ntra cling 1a nguoi dYy, anh ta bd di vé phia cu6i dwong va goi dién
thoai ttr budng goi & dudi &y. Ngay sau d6 canh sit bit dau t&i noi.” Poi
mét né 12 ldnh. “RAt nhidu canh sit. Va ho dua cdi xdc chét di trong mot
ki€u xe cAp ciru. Di nhién ldc Ay c6 rat dong nguwdi girong mét nhin, anh
bi€t r'oi ddy. Em ciing thdy chd Harry & d6. La chu gac ctra cia chung cw
nay. Sau d6 chu da k& chuyén cho em nghe.”

“Ong &y ¢6 néi v&i em ai da bj giét khong ha?”

“Chu chi n6i d6 1a mot ngwoi dan ong. Chaalng ai bi€t t€n Ong ta ca.”

“Toan bd chuyén nay ra't thu vi,” tdi noi.

T6i tha thi€t nguyén cau sao cho Ingrid dung chon phiit gidy nay d€ lai
di vao v&i mot cai banh tat mat dwong ngon lanh hay nhirng mén ngon ngot
khéc.

“Nhung hay lui vé trede d6 mdt chiit! Hay k€ chuyén xay ra trede do!

Em c¢6 thdy ngwoi nay — nguoi dan ong bi sat hai 8y — em c6 thd’y 6ng ta



toi nha d6 khong?”

“Khong, em khong tha’y. Em cho ring ong ta hin da & day sudt.”

“Em mudn ndi 6ng ta sdng & d6 ha?”

“O khéng, cha c6 ai song & d&'y ngoai cd6 Pebmarsh.”

“Vay la em biét tén that cia ba ta a?”

“Da biét chir. Em doc trén bdao ma. V& vu gi€t ngwoi. Co gdi la hét tén la
Sheila Webb. Chi Harry cho em biét nguwoi bi gi€t tén Curry. P6 1a mot cai
tén bu'dn cwoi, phai khong? Nhw 18 mdt mon dn. Con ¢d an mang thir nhi
nira, anh bi€t dd'y. Khdong phai cing mot ngay — vé sau — trong budng
dién thoai khiic cu6i dwong. T ddy em c6 the nhin thdy nd, ding, nhwng
em phai tho dau ra ngoai ctra sO roi ngodi cd nhin. Di nhién thit ra em
khong ¢6 nhin thdy vy 8y, 1a vi — em mudn ndi gia nhw em biét tredc nd
s€ xay ra, hin em da nhin roi. Nhung di nhién la em khong bi€t nén khong
¢ nhin. Budi sang hom &y rat nhi€u nguoi cr dirng dd'y & ngoai duwong
nhin vao nha d6i dién. Em nghi that ngu xuan, anh khong nghi th&”sao?”

“Phai,” toi dap, “ra't ngu xuan.”

T&i day Ingrid Tan niva lai xué't hién.

“Chi don ngay théi,” co trdn an. “Chi don ngay bay gio’ day.”

Co6 lai di ra. Geraldine néi: “That ra nha em chd mudn thué chi &y. Chi
cir lo 1ing vé cdc bira An. Di nhién day 12 bira duy nhat chi phai ndu ngoai
btra di€m tdm. B6 thwong di an nha hang vao budi t6i, va mua vé cho em.
Chi 1a ca hay mén gi ddy. Khong phai mét bira an t6i thwe thu.” Giong né
néi nghe c6 vé them thuong.

“Em thwong an trra ldc ma'y gior, ha Geraldine?”

“Anh mudn ndi btra an chinh, phai khong? Pay la bira an chinh cta em.



Em khong dung bira chinh vio chiéu t&i. D6 1a bira stip. A, thit ra em diing
btra chinh bat cr lic nao Ingrid tinh co da nd'u xong, vé gior gidc chi &y
kha ky khoi. Chi phai chudh bi sdn sang bira di€m tam diing gio vi b dam
ra qua byc minh, btra an gitra trira thwong an ba't ¢ lic nao, ¢6 khi an lic
muoi hai gior, va ¢6 khi mai téi hai gio méi dwge dn. Ingrid bao dung ding
btra vao mot gior nha't dinh, khi nao ¢6 thi cr an.”

“A, d6 12 mot y twdng d& dai,” t6i néi. “Em da ding bira trva — bira dn
chinh lic ma’y gioo— anh mu6n ndi vao ngay xay ra an mang ay?”

“Hbém &y an ldc mwoi hai gior. Anh biét khong, hdm &y Ingrid ra ngoai.
Chi &y di xem phim hay lam t6c, va mot ba tén Perry d€n & cing em. Ba ta
that kinh khing, that dd’y. Hay vd vd nguwoi ta.”

“Vd v nguoti ta sao?” ti hoi khé hiéu.

“Anh biét dd’y, vO nhe 1én dau. N6i ki€u ‘bé cung oi’. Ba ta khong
phai,” Geraldine néi, “hang ngwoi ma anh c6 th€ tro chuyén thda thich.
Nhung ba thwong dem cho em banh keo va nhirng cfia ngon ngot nhw thé”.”

“Em ma’y tudi roi, Geraldine?”

“Em muoi tudi. Muoi tusi ba thang.”

“Anh th2y hinh nhw em n6i chuyén ra't khon ngoan,” to61 nhan xét.

“P6 1a vi em phdi néi chuyén rd't nhi€u v&i bd’,” con nhd ndi that trang
nghiém.

“Vay la vao ngay xay ra an mang em da an btra chinh som?”

“Vang, nhw th€& Ingrid c6 the rira bat dia xong xudi va vé ngay sau mot
gio.”

“Nhw thé” sing hém &y em da nhin ra ngoai ctra sO d€ quan sat ngwoi

29

ta.



“Véng a, phan nao thoi gian théi. Lic con sodm, chirng mwoi gior, em
choi gidi 6 chw.”

“Anh van tr hdi c6 kha ning em da thd'y ong Curry dén nha Ay hay
khong?”

Geraldine 14c dau.

“Khong, em khong thdy. Ky thi€t, em dong y.”

“A, c6 18 6ng ta t&i d6 ra't som.”

“Ong &y da khong dé&n ctra trede va bAm chudng. L& ra em phai thay
chi.”

“Cé6 1& ong ta da vao qua khu vueon. Y anh 1a cdc bén khic clia ngdi
nha.”

“Khong phai dau,” Geraldine néi. “Nha d6 twa lwng vao cac nha khéc.
Ho khong mudn ai di qua vieon nha ho dau.”

“[\J’ nhi, chic ho khéng mudn dau.”

“Gid ma em biét dwgrc O6ng Ay trong nhw thé nao nhi,” con bé néi.

“A, ong ta gia 14m r6i. Ching sdu chuc tudi. Cao riu nhin nhui va mic
mot bd com-1é mau xdm sam.”

Geraldine 18c dau.

“Nghe c6 vé hét strc binh thwong,” né néi voi vé khong tan dong.

“Du sao,” tdi n6i, “anh cho ring em khé ma nhé ding chuyén ngiy nay
phan biét v&i ngay khac, khi em ci¢ nim day va lic ndo ciing nhin ngim.”

“Cha khé khan gi hét.” Con bé ndi gian vi 1o thach d6”. “Em c6 the k€
anh nghe moi diéu vé sang hom &y. Em bi€t ba Cua dén lic nao va ba ta ra
veé luc nao.”

“P¢ 1a ngwdi dan ba don vé sinh hing ngay, phai khong?”



“Phai, ba ta di hap tAp giong y mot con cua. Ba ta c6 mot thiang con. Poi
khi ba mang n6 theo, nhwng hdm &y thi khong. R'61 sau da’y c6 Pebmarsh di
ra ngoai khoang ching muoi gio. Ba di day tré con & mot treong mu. Ba
Cua ra vé khoang chirng muoi hai gior. Poi khi ba ¢cam vé mot cdi géi ma
khi dén ba chfmg c6. Nhirng mau bo’ va ph6é mai, em nghi th&’, vi chd nha
khong thdy dwoc. Em dac biét bi€t rd nhirng gi xdy ra hdm 'y, vi chi gidp
viéc va em vira ¢6 chuyén céi nhau nho nhd, nén chj &y cha chiu néi chuyén
voi em. Em dang day chi &y ti€ng Anh, va chi mudn bi€t phai néi ‘cho t&i
khi chiing ta gip lai’ nhw th& ndo. Chi phdi néi cu 4y v&i em bang tiéng
bwc. Aufwiedersehen. Em biét cau &y vi d@ mot Ian dén Thuy Si, & day
ngudi ta néi nhw the. Vi ho con néi Gruss Gott nira. Néu anh néi bang
ti€ng Anh thi cau do la ‘that’s rude’.”

“Th& em bao Ingrid néi gi?”

Geraldine bat cwoi khic khich thit ranh manh. N6 dinh mé miéng néi
nhwng bi trdn cwoi khic khich ngén céan lai. R6i cudi cung né cling th6t

nén loi: “Em bdo chj ta n6i: ‘Get the hell out of here!” Th& la chi ta néi cau

dy v&i ¢ Bulstrode & nha k& bén, khién ba ta dién ti€t 1én. B&i the Ingrid
moi phat hién ra va rat gidn em. Hai bén khong than thién v&i nhau, mai
gan dén gio uéng tra ngay hdm sau mai giang hoa.”

T6i chi y ghi nh¢ ky thong tin nay.

“Vay 12 em tap trung vio viéc quan sit bang 6ng nhom xem opera ha?”

Con bé gat dau.

“Pé 1a 1y do 1am sao ma em lai biét dng Curry khong vao bang ctra
trege. Chic 6 18 dng Ay da vao bang cdch nao d6 trong dém va trén & gic
mai. Anh nghi ¢6 the nhw thé hay khéng?”

“Anh cho ring chuyén gi ciing c6 kha ning, nhung theo anh khong th&



nao nhw vay.”

“Khong th€ w,” con bé néi, “thé nao 6ng ta cling bi d6i bung, phai
khong? Va ong ta khong th€ xin ¢6 Pebmarsh cho an sdng, khong thé né€u
ong ta dang tron ba y.”

“Va chflng cé ai t&i nha &y hay sao?” t6i hoi. “Hoan toan chaalng co ai w?
Chflng cé ai di xe hoi — mot chd cira hang — nhirng ké t&i viéng nha?”

b

“Cha hiéu tap héa d&n vao ngay thir hai va thr nam,” né dap, “con
ngwoi giao stra thi dé€n ldc tdm gio redi sang.”

Con bé nay ding 1a mét pho twr di€n bach khoa.

“C0 Pebmarsh ty di mua bdng cai va cac the. Hoan toan khong c6 ai
vi€ng nha ngoai chu hiéu gidt 1a. B6 1a mét hiéu giat 1a moi.”

“Tiém gidt 4i m&i ha?”

Vang. Theong van 13 hiéu gidt Southern Downs. Hau hét déu thué hiéu
Southern Downs. Hom &y la mdt hiéu gidt 1a méi — Hiéu gidt la
Snowflake. Em chwa bao gio trong tha'y Hiéu Giit 13 Snowflake nay. Chic
hin ho chi vira méi khai treong thoi.”

Tdi c& ging hét strc kiém ché& khong d€ giong néi clia minh 16 vé quan
tam thai qud. T6i khong mudn kich dong d€ c6 bé dat chuyén.

“Tiém &y giao d'6 da gidt ai hay t¢i 18y quéan do do?” toi hdi.

“Giao d0,” con bé dap. “Con trong mot cai sot to to b6 nira. To hon rat
nhiéu so v&i cdi sot thong thwong.”

“C0 Pebmarsh c6 khi€éng n6 vao khong?”

“Khong, di nhién 1a khong. Ba &y da lai ra ngoai roi.”

“Chuyén nay xay ra ldc may gio, ha Geraldine?”

“Ping mot gio ba muoi ldam phit,” con bé dap. “Em c6 ghi lai day ne,”



no noi ti€p vai vé tr hao.

Con bé v&i tay 18y mot quyén sO nho, roi mé ra, ngén tay kha do ban
ctia n6 chi vao mot dé muc. 1 gio 35 hiéu giat 1a da dén. S&' 19.

“Em phai t&i lam viéc & Scotland Yard théi,” t6i n6i.

“Oy day cling c¢6 nit tham t& sao? Em thich 1dm. Em khong néi d&n cic
nit canh sat. Em nghi ni canh sit ngu ngdc 14m.”

“Em chwa cho anh bi€t dich xdc chuyén gi da xay ra khi tiém gidt ai
toi.”

“Cha c6 gi xay ra ca. Tai x& xudng xe, m@ thiing chira hang, 16i ra cai
sot d6, loang choang budc vong qua hong nha dén cita sau. Chic dng ta
khong thé vao bén trong. C6 Pebmarsh c6 1& da khéa cira nén chic 13 6ng ta
de'né lai da’y r'6i di ve.”

“Trong anh ta ra sao ha?”

“Ciing binh thwong thdi,” né dap.

“Nhw anh ha?” t6i hoi.

“Q khong, gia hon anh nhiéu, nhwng that ra em chzalng trong tha’y ro, vi
ong ta 14i xe dén nha 4y — th& nay ndy.” N6 chi tay vé bén phai. “Ong ta
da dd xe tredc nha s¢ 19 mic du dang & bén dwong ngwoc chiéu, nhung
khong thanh van dé véi mot con dwong nhw thé nay. Sau d6 ong ta di vao
qua cong nha, cdi gip ngwdi trén cdi sot. Em chi c6 th€ tha'y ding sau 6t
ong ta, va khi di ra 6ng ta lai xoa mit. Chic 6ng ta thd'y néng nyc, va c&
khuan céi sot ay.”

“R61 sau d6 Ong ta lai lai xe di?”

“Vang. Vi sao anh lai nghi chuyén &y qua tha vi?”

“A, anh khong biét,” toi dap. “Anh nghi c6 1& dng ta di tha’y diéu gi d6



dang quan tam.”

Co6 giup viéc m¢ toang canh cira. Co dang day mot chi€c xe thire dn.

“Bay gio chiing t6i dn bira chinh,” ¢6 gat dau vui vé.

“Ngon qud,” Geraldine néi. “Em sip ché&t déi roi.”

T6i ding 1én.

“Bay gio anh phai di day. Tam biét Geraldine.”

“Tam biét. Con cai nay thi sao?” Co6 bé cam con dao got trai cay 1én.
“Khong phai cia em.” Giong né tré nén them thu'éng, “wdc gi la ciia em!”

“C6 vé chang biét cda ai, nhi?”

“Cé phai day 12 bit dworc ciia bau, hay gi gi @@’y khong?”

“C6 the xem la thé&,” t6i tra loi. “T6t hon hét em nén gitr 18y nd. Nghia
la gitr 18y n6 cho t&i khi ¢6 ngwoi nao khac t¢i nhan lai. Nhwng anh khong
nghi,” t01 noi ra't chan thanh, “rﬁng c6 ai s€ nhan lai no.”

“Lay cho em mdt qua tdo di, Ingrid!” Geraldine bao.

“Tao a?”

“ Pomme! Apfel!”

C6 bé day ngoai nglr hoc that gidi. Toi tw biét hai ngwoi dang hoc tap.



CHUONG 26

Ba Rival day ctra quan Peacock’s Arms roi hoi 1do ddo ti€n vé phia quay
ban rwgru. Ba dang lau bau trong c& hong. Von cheamg xa la gi voi cdi quan
tro dac biét nay, ba dwore chl quan chao dén v6 cung niém nd.

“Sao r'0i, Flo,” 6ng ta héi, “cac qua ltra sao ro6i?”

“Cha phai th€” ba ddp. “Khong ngay thflng. Khoéng, cha phai the". To6i
bi€t minh dang néi chuyén gi ma Fred, va t6i bdo 1a cha phai the".”

“Tat nhién khong phdi r'6i,” Fred néi d€ xoa diju. “T6i mudn bi€t 1a
chuyén gi? Mu6n nhw thwong 1€ ha ba ban?” Ba ta gt dau dong y. Ba tra
tién r'oi bat dau hép tirng ngum trong ly reou clia minh. Chd qudn di chd
khac d€ ti€p mot khach hang méi. Rworu udng vao khi€n ba Rival phan
chin 1&én mot chit. Ba van lau bau trong ¢ hong nhung nét mit da vui twoi
hon. Khi chil quan tré lai géan, ba ngd loi véi 6ng ta diu dang hon mét chuit.

“Du sao ching nira toi s& khong kién nhin chju dyng diéu 4y. Khong,
khong dau. Néu c¢6 mdt diéu tdi khdng the€ chju dung, dd’y 1a Iwa d6i. T6i
khong chiu ndi ltra d61i, chwa bao gio.”

“Ta’'t nhién ba khong chiu noi r'6i,” Fred phu hoa.

Ong quan sit ba ta bing con mét thyc t&. “Pa ¢ ndc rwou roi,” ong

tham nghi. “Tuy vy chic ba 4y ¢6 th€ chiu dwoe hai ly nira. Cé chuyén gi



dé khién ba ta r6i tung r6i mu ca 1én.”

“Ltra d6i,” ba Rival 18p bap. “N6i quanh... néi quanh... i, 6ng biét toi
mudn néi chwr gi roi.”

“Chéc chén t6i biét,” Fred noi.

Ong quay di d€ chao mot khach quen khdc. Ba Rival tiép tuc 14m bam:
“T6i khong thich va s€ khong chiu dyng diéu &y. Toi s€ ndi nhw thé'. Ngwoi
ta khong c6 quyeén nghi rang ho c6 the di day di d6 ma d6i x v&i tdi nhu
thé”. Khong, qua that ho khdng the. T6i mu6n néi la khdong ding va n€u anh
khong ty bdo v€ minh, ai s€ bdo vé anh day? Cho t6i mdt ly nira di, 6ng ban
oi,” ba néi lon giong.

Chut quan phuyc vu ngay.

“Né&u toi la ba, tdi s€ V€ nha sau chuyén ay,” 6ng khuyén nht.

Ong ty hoi chuyén gi da 1am cho ba géi gia nay bdi r&i qud thé. Ba ta
throng kha diém dam. Mot con ngwdi than thién, ldc nao ciing dé bat cuor.

“Chuyén Yy s& 1am cho toi t& hai, Fred 4. Ong thd’y d&y,” ba néi. “Khi
ngwoi ta yéu cau anh lam mdt viéc, ho s€ k& cho anh nghe dau dudi cau
chuyén &y. Ho s€ cho anh bi€t chuyén &y c6 ¥ nghia gi va ho dang lam gi.
Nhirng ké ddi tra. Nhirng ké ddi trd ban thiu dé tié€n, téi noi the” da’y. Toi s€
khong chiu dgng dau.”

“T6i s€ chuon ludn vé nha n€u t6i 1a ba,” chi quéan noi khi quan sit thay
mot giot nrde mét chue roi ra khdi hang mi day mascara. “Sip muwa r'oi do,
va con mwa nang hat nira. Cai mii dep ctia ba hw mat.”

Ba khach hoi nhéch mép mim cwoi tan thuedng.

“T6i van ludn thich hoa thanh cic,” ba néi. “Oi gidi 6i, tdi cha biet phai

lam gi nwra.”



“V€ nha va danh mot gid'c that ngon lanh,” chd quén té ra tdt bung.

“A, c6 1& th&, nhung ma...”

“Bay gio thi di di nao! Ba khong mudn lam hw cdi mi d6 dau.”

“Rat dung,” ba ta ndi. “Vang, dung nhw the". P2y la mét — rd't sau...
sau sa — khong, t6i khong dinh néi thé” — tdi muén ndi gi nhi?”

“Sau Sic, mdt lwu y sau sic.”

“Cam on 06ng rat nhiéu.”

“C6 gi dau,” Fred noi.

Tw trén cai gh& cao ba Rival tudt xudng r'oi hoi ldo dao di vé phia cira
quan.

“Pém nay dwong nhw cé diéu gi d6 khién ba gia Flo bi ban loan,” mot
khach hang nhén xét.

“Ba &y thwong cwoi néi vui vé nhw chim hét 1iu lo — nhung chiing ta
déu c6 lic thé nay, lic thé kia,” mot ngwoi dan 6ng khac néi, mdt con
ngwoi trong ¢ vé u sau.

Ba Rival da ra khdi qudn Peacock’s Arms. Ba nguéc mat nhin 1én trov,
c6 vé khong chic chin, i, ¢6 1& trdi sip mwa roi. Ba budc di doc theo con
dwong d6, hoi voi va mot chiit, ré sang trai roi sang phai va dwng lai truedc
mot can nha trong kha do’ ban. Trong lic ba rit chia khoéa ra va di 1€n cac
bac thém trwd’c nha, mot giong ndi vong 1én ti phia dwdi, roi mot cdi dau
tho ra quanh mot géc cira va ngwde nhin ba.

“Quy ong doi ba trén Tau do.”

“Dgi toi v?” giong ba cé vé hoi ngac nhién.

“A, n&u ba goi 6ng 1a quy éng ciing dwoc. Mic @6 sang trong va chi vay

th6i, nhung hoan toan khdng phai 1a Huéan twde Algernon Vere de Vere, toi



xin ndi nhw vay.”

Ba ta tim dwore 16 khda, viin cdi chia roi di vao.

Cin nha bdc mui bap cai, cd va khuynh diép. Mui sau cling thudng
xuyén ngtri tha'y trong cai sanh dic biét nay. Ba chli nha ctia ba Rival 1a mot
dai tin @6 chuyén tAm git #m cho 'dng ngurc trong thoi tiét dong gid va bit
dau lam viéc t6t d6 tw gitra thang 9. Ba Rival tréo 1én nhirng béac thang, tw
do minh nho cdi tay vin. Ba day ctra ¢ tAng mdt mé ra va di vao. R'6i ba
dirng steng lai va 1ai mét bude. “Oi,” ba néi. “Ra 1a dng.”

Tw céi gh€& dang ng'6i thanh tra Hardcastle dirng day. “Chao ba Rival.”

“Ong mudn gi?” ba hdi, kém phian t& nhi hon thuwdng ngay.

“A, toi phai dén tan London d€ cong tac,” thanh tra dap, va chi cé vai
diéu td6i nghi minh mu6n ti€p tuc lam viéc vai ba, vi thé tdi da dén tin day,
may ra tim dwgc ba. Cdi... o... cdi ba dwdi nha &y dwong nhw nghi la
chealng bao lau ba s€ vé dén nha.”

“Oi,” ba Rival néi. “A, t6i cha hiéu... a...”

Thanh tra day t&i tredc mot cdi gh€’, néi rat lich sy: “Ba ng6i xudng
di!”

Vi trf ctia hai ngwdi ¢ 18 da bi ddo ngwoc. Ong Hardcastle 14 cha, con
ba Rival 1a khiach. Ba ng61 xudng, ng6 ong ta lom lom mdt h'di 1au.

“Ong bao mot vai diéu 12 thé nao?”

“Pi€m nho thoi, vai van dé nho nhat da nay sinh.”

“Ong mudn néi vé Harry w?”

“Pung the"”

“Nghe day,” giong ba hoi khiéu chién, cing mét lic véi mii reg'u manh

thom nong x6c vao miii dng thanh tra. “T6i da chan Harry roi. Cha mudn



nghi dén Ong ta nira. T6i da tw din xdc dén khi thd’'y anh Ong ta trén béo,
phai khong nao? T6i da dén néi voi 6ng vE Ong ta. Tat ca cach nay da lau,
va tdi chd mudn nghe nhic d&n nira. Cha con gi @& k& cho dng nghe ci. Pa
k€ hét moi chuyén con nh¢é dwore va téi chd mudn nghe gi niva.”

“Pay la mot diém hoan toan nho nhat,” giong thanh tra 6n ton, td vé biét
10i.

“0, dwore 18m,” ba Rival néi méot cdch khd khi&m nha. “Chuyén gi? Cir
néi di!”

“Ba da nhan ra ngwoi dan 6ng ay 1a chong minh, hay 1a ngwoi dan 6ng
ma ba da trdi qua mdt hinh thirc hdn nhan véi 6ng ta cach day d6 mwoi 1am
nam. Ping nhw th€&’, phai khong?”

“T6i ctr twdng dén lic nay 6ng da bi€t chinh xdc cach diy bao nhiéu
nam r'éi chir.”

‘Séc bén hon minh d nghi,” thanh tra ty nhi. Ong néi tiép: “Phai, ba néi
hoan toan ding da’y. Chiing ta tra ctru nha! Ba da k&t hon ngay 15 thang 5
nam 1948.”

“Lam c6 dau thdng 5 ludn khong may mén, ngudi ta bdo the day,” ba
Rival rau 11 noi. “Chfmg may mén chit nao ca.”

“Mic cho bao ndm thdng da troi qua, ba van c6 th€ nhian dang chdng
minh hoan toan dé dang.”

Ba Rival nhic nhich cya quay hoi ¢6 vé kho chiu.

“Ong ta cha gia di nhiéu. Lic nao cling chim chit ban than, 6ng Harry
ay.”

“Va ba da c6 th€ cho chung tdi bi€t ddc di€m nhan dang ban dau cta ong

ay. Toi nghi ba da vi€t cho td1 vé mot vet seo.



“Piing th&". Pang sau tai trdi y. Pay nay,” ba gio’ tay chi vio chd d6.

“Sau tai frdi cia 6ng ta a?” Hardcastle nhan manh tirng tur.

“A...” ba ta c6 v& ngo vuc trong chdc 14t, “phai roi. A, tdi nghi thé.
Vang, chic chin nhw thé’. Di nhién ngudi ta khong bao gio phan biét bén
trdi v&i bén phai cia minh khi dang véi va, phai khong? Nhwng ma phai
roi, 12 bén trai cd Ong ta. DAy nay.” Ba lai dit tay 1én ciing mot chd.

“Va ba bao lic &y 6ng ta dang cao rau?”

“Puing th&". Con ché da nhdy ch'dom Ién 6ng ta. Mot con cho rdt to con
ching t6i nuéi lic &y. N6 ¢ x6ng vao — con ché mén thwong. N6 chdm
1én Harry va 6ng ta dang cam lwoi dao cao trén tay, roi dao cao pham sau
vao. Mdu chay rat nhiéu, vét thwong lanh nhung da'u vét &y cha bao gio
mat di.” By gio ba ta néi nang qua quyét hon.

“Pa’y 12 moOt di€m ra't c¢6 gia tri, ba Rival a. Dau sao mot ngwoi doi khi
trong rat gidng mot ngwoi khac nhat 1a khi kha nhi€u nam da qua di.
Nhwng tim thdy mét nguoi dan 6ng gan gidng chong ba lai c6 mot vét seo
& dang vi tri — a, diéu &y lam cho viéc nhan dang ra't tot dep va an toan,
phai khong? C6 vé nhw chiing t6i thwc s ¢6 manh mdi d€ ti€p tuc diéu

2

tra.

“T61 ra't vui vi 0ng hai long,” ba Rival n6i.

“Va tai nan voi ledi dao cao da xay ra ldc nao?”

Ba ta ddn do suy nghi mdt l4t.

“Ché4c khodng chirng — 6i, chitng sdu thdng sau khi ching toi k&t hon.
Vang, la th&” d@y. Ching t6i da mua con ché mua hé nam &Yy, t6i nhé nhw
the".”

“Nhuw thé” chuyén &y da xdy ra khoang thang 10 hay thang 11 ndm 1948.



bung khong?”

“Pung the".”

“Va sau khi ch'dng ba roi bd ba vao nam 1951...”

“Cha phai 6ng ta roii bd téi, ma chinh td6i da dudi 6ng ta,” ba ndi rat
nghiém tuc.

“Hoan toan nhw th&”. Ba thich xem chuyén &y 1a th& nao ciing dwoc. Dau
sao, sau khi ba dudi 6ng ta di vao nam 1951 ba chwa bao gio’ gip lai 6ng ta
cho dén khi tha’y anh 6ng ta trén bdo?”

“Véng, t6i da néi voi 6ng r'oi.”

“Va ba hoan toan chic chin vé diéu dé, ba Rival?”

“D1i nhién 1 t6i chic chin. Toi churra bao gior d€ méit d&n Harry Castleton
k€t hom &y cho dén khi t6i trong thd’y Ong ta da chét.”

“That ky la, ba bi€t da'y,” thanh tra Hardcastle n6i, “ra't w ky la.”

“Sao chir — 6ng mudn nodi gi thé?”

“A, mot diéu rat ky la 1a cdi md seo. Di nhién chgng cO ¥ nghia qua
nhiéu v&i ba va tdi. Seo nao ciing 1a seo. Nhung cac bac si lai ¢ th€ néi rat
nhiéu diéu tor nd. Ho ¢6 th€ ndi dai khai, ba biét da'y, mdt nguwoi ¢6 vEt seo
dd bao lau r6i.”

“To61 khong bi€t ong mudn no6i gi.”

“A, don gian 1a the nay, ba Rival a. Theo phu thudt vién clia cnh sét
ching t6i va mdt bac si khiac ma ching t6i hoi y ki€n thi md seo sau tai
ch'dng ba chirng td ra't rd rang vét thwong lién quan khoéng the nao 1au hon
cach day chung ndm dén sdu nam.”

“V& van, ” ba ta cai. “T6i cha tin dau. T6i — khong ai ¢6 the' néi. Du sao
d6 khong phai la khi...”



“Vi thé ba thd’y d&’y,” thanh tra néi ti€p voi giong diu dang, “vét thuwong
tao ra mot céi seo ay cach nay chi nam hay sdu nam thdi, nghia 1a néu
ngwoi dan 6ng d6 1a ch'dng ba, ong ta khong cé vét seo nao khi roi xa ba
vao nam 1951.”

“Cé 1€ khong c6. Nhung du sao di nira da’y 1a Harry.”

“Nhung trr dao &y ba chwa ting gdp Ong ta ma, ba Rival. Nhw thé néu
ba chwa bao gio gdp 6ng ta tr dao &Yy, lam sao ba biét dwgrc Ong ta c6 mdt
vét seo cach diy chung nam hay sdu nam vay?”

“Ong 1am tdi r&i ca 1én,” ba Rival ddp. “Ong lam t6i 181 tri qud thé. C6
I& ching 1au d&n mdc nim 1948 — khong thé nhé tA't ca nhitng chuyén nay.
Du sao Harry cting c6 v€t seo &y va toi bi€t no.”

“T6i hi€u,” thanh tra Hardcastle dirng day. “Theo t6i ba nén suy nghi hét
stec can than vé 1o khai 4y ctia ba, ba Rival a. Ba du mudn gip ric r6i, ba
bi€t roi ma.”

“Ong néi gip ric 161, the' 12 th& nao?”

Thanh tra ddp, giong gan nhw mudn xin 16i: “A, 13 t6i khai man trudc
toa.”

“Khai man. Toi a!”

“Phai. La pham phdp nghiém trong, ba biét dd’y. Ba c6 th& gip réc rdi,
thdm chi c6 th€ vao tu. Di nhién ba khéng phai tuyén thé tredc phién so
tham, nhung s& dén lic nao d6 ba co th€ phai thé vé chirng cr 4y cia minh
& mot phién toa. Vi th€” — a, to6i mudn ba suy nghi that ky diéu ay, ba
Rival. C6 the nao ¢6 ai ddYy... dd goi y cho ba d€ ba ke cho ching t6i nghe
cau chuyén ve vet seo nay khong?”

Ba Rival ding 1én, won minh that thing. Poi mét 16e séng. Lic nay



trong ba ta that hung h'on.

“Ca doi t6i chwa hé nghe chuyén gi vo van nhw thé ca. Tuyét doi vor
van. T6i ¢6 lam tron phan sy cua minh. T6i dé€n d€ gidp 6ng. Toi k€ cho
Ong ta't ca nhitng gi con nh¢ dwee. LE ty nhién 1a t0i ¢6 the nham 14n. Rot
cudc toi gap kha nhiéu — a, ban b¢ cao quy, va nguoi ta ¢6 th€ hoi nham
chuyén nay chuyén no. Nhwng t61 chflng hé nham. Ngwoi dan ong &Yy la
Harry va Harry c6 mot vét seo sau tai trdi, tdi hoan toan chéc chin vé diéu
Ay. Con bay gio ¢6 1€, thanh tra Hardcastle a, 6ng ct di chd khéc di thay vi
dén day va béng gi6 rang toi dd néi doi.”

Thanh tra Hardcastle dirng phat ddy.

“Chuc nga ngon, ba Rival. Hay nghi cho ky nhé! Chi th& th6i.”

Chu nha hat dau. Khach di ra khoi ctra. Hardcastle vwra di khoi, thai do
cta ba Rival 1ap tirc thay d6i. Hoan toan khong con vé ba't chd’p khinh thi
ntra. Ba ta c6 vé sor sét lo au.

“Pay minh vao chuyén nay,” ba lau bau, “day minh vao chuyén nay.
Minh s€... minh s€ khong ti€p tuc ntra. Minh s€... minh s€... minh s€
khong chudc 14y phién ha ric r&i vi bat ctr ai. K& minh nghe chuyén nay
chuyén no, néi d6i v&i minh, lira gat minh. That qudi 4c. VO cling quai 4c.
Minh s€ no6i the.”

Ba cwr di lui di toi, bwde chin loang choang, roi sau cung di dé€n quyét
dinh, ba cdm 1487y cdy du to m6t géc nha va lai ra ngoai. Ba bude di dén
cudi dwong, tan ngéan trede mot budng dién thoai cong cong, r'oi di ti€p toi
mot bwru di€n. Ba vao trong dé, yéu cau doi 18y tién xu, roi vao mdt phong
goi. Ba quay s6" tong dai va yéu cau mdt s dién thoai. Ba dirng d6 cho cho
toi khi cude goi duoc két noi.

“Xin vui long bét dau cudc goi! Ngwoi doi thoai véi ba dang trén duong
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day.

Ba Rival 1én ti€ng.

“Alb... 6i, ding la cd r'oi. Flo ddy. Khong, t6i biét c6 da dan la dung,
nhung t0i van phai 1am th&". Co da khong thanh that v&i tdi. Chuea hé néi
cho t6i biét tdi dang gap phai chuyén gi. Co6 chi n6i sé bat tién cho cd néu
ngudi dan 6ng nay bi nhan dién. C6 nidm mo tdi cling khong mot phit gidy
nao nghi minh s& dinh lfu vao mdt 4n mang... A, di nhién cd s& néi thé,
nhwng du sao ddy cha phai la diéu cd da néi vai toi... Vang, cé a. Toi nght
th&’ ndo d6 co c6 dinh liu d&n vu 4n... A, t6i s& khdng chju dung diéu Ay,
toi ndi cho cd bi€t... Vay la lam mot... ké... &, co bi€t cdi cht téi mudn noi
ma — ké tong pham, dai loai thé". Vay ma t6i c twdng dd’y l1a nir trang gia
cht. Du sao di nira toi s¢ 1dm, t6i néi cho ¢d biét... bdo tdi viet thw bio cho
ho biét chuyén céi seo. Biy gior dwong nhw 6ng ta da bié€t vét seo &y madi
c6 cdch day chi mot hay hai nim thoi, the’ ma toi day lai thé ring ong ta da
cé seo khi rovi xa toi cach diy nhiéu nam... Va dd’y 1a tdi khai man trudc
toa, tdi c6 th€ vao th vi cdi toi 4y. A, ¢d c& thuyét phuc toi chi vo ich thoi. ..
Khong... Bit budc ai da’y 1a mdt chuyén... Toi biét chir... Toi biét co tra
tién cho toi d€ 1am viéc &y. Va ciing khéng nhiéu 1dm... A, dwoc roi, toi sé
nghe loi ¢, nhwng toi s€... Pwoce roi, dwoc roi, toi sé git im ling... CO6
noi sao?... Bao nhiéu?... Rat nhi€u ti€én da’y. Lam sao t61 bi€t cd co tién
tham chi... A, vang, ¢6 tién di nhién phai khac chir. Co thé cha c6 lién can
gi dén viéc &y had? — tdi mudn ndi t&i viée gi€t bat ky ai... Khong, t6i
chic chin chd phai 12 ¢6. Di nhién t6i hi€u diéu AYy... Poi khi co bi dinh liu
voi rd't dong ngwoi — ho di qud va lam viéc sai trdi, dd'y ndo phai 10i tai
¢O... Co van ludn lam nhing viéc nghe ¢4 vé hop ly... CO6 van ludn 1am

thé... A, dwoc r'oi, toi sé suy nghi k¥, nhung tién phéi ¢6 sém nh4!... Ngay



mai uv? MaYy gio?... Vang... vang, toi s€ d€n nhwng cha 187y séc dau. N6 ¢6
the bi trad lai vi khdng ¢ tién bao chirng... Toi khdng biét cd nén ti€p tuc
d€ minh bj dinh Ifu vao nhirng viéc thdm chi... Thoi dworc. A, néu cb néi
the”... To6i cha c6 4c y dau... The thi dwgc.”

Ba ta ra khéi bwu dién, di xién qua xéo lai tv mép bén nay sang mép bén
kia ctia [é¢ dwong va mim cwoi véi chinh minh.

C(t ddnh 17éu mot phen, dii ¢6 gip ric r&i mot chiit v&i canh st d& cé s
tién 4y k€ cling dang. Nho' né cudc sdng cia ba sé€ sung tic hon. Va that ra
cling chflng phdi Iiéu linh nhiéu 1dm. Ba chi ¢in néi minh di quén hay
khong th€ nh¢o. Ra't nhiéu phu nir khong nhé ndi nhitng chuyén maéi xay ra
cach day chi mot ndm thoi. Ba sé néi minh da bi 14n 1on gitta Harry va mot
nguoi khic. Oi, ba ¢6 the nghi ra ra't nhiéu diéu dé néi.

Ba Rival la typ ngwoi ban tinh hay dao dong. Trudc d6 tinh thian clia ba
suy sup bao nhiéu thi gic ddy ciing phan chan 1én bA’y nhiéu. Ba ta bit dau
suy nghi mot cach nghiém tic va ham hé v€ mén hang dau tién ba s€ dung

mon tién d6 d€ mua...



CHUONG 27

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

“Dwong nhw cdu khong thu dwore gi nhiéu twr cai ba Ramsay &y hir?” dai ta
Beck cin nhan.

“Khong c6 gi nhi€u de€ thu thap.”

“Cé chéc chin th& khong?”

“Co.”

“Ba ta khong phai 1a mdt ké tham gia tich cyc hay sao?”

“Khong.”

Beck li€c t6i do xét.

“Thoéa man chwa?” 6ng hoi.

“That sy chwa.”

“Cau hy vong gi nra?”

“Chwa du 14p day chd trong.”

“A — chiing ta s& phai tim noi khéc vay.”

“Vang.”



“Cau ctr néi nhdt girng tirng ti€ng mot the”. Van con ngdy ngit vi qud
chén hi?”

“T6i khong hop v&i cong viéc nay,” téi néi cham rai.

“Mudn t6i vO nhe 1én d4u ciu va néi ‘Thoi, thdi nao!” sao?”

Bat gidc toi bat cuoi.

“Nhu the” t6t hon day,” Beck néi. “Sao, c¢6 chuyén gi the” hit? Chéc 1a
r01 vi may cO roi.”

Tbi 14c dau. “Chuyén Ay vAn tién triéh t6t a.”

“That ra t6i da d€ y dé€n chuyén ay,” dai td ndi that bat ngo. “Thé gidi
ngdy nay dang trong tinh trang hdn loan. Cdc vA'n dé can quan tdm khong
1o rang sang td nhw trede day. Khi sy ngd 1ong nan chi da tham can cd g€,
n6 giong nhv tinh trang muc nat. Loai n@m cyc ky vi dai dan ludn qua
nhrng vach ngan khi€n ching sup do! Néu ding nhw thé, cau khong con
htru ich v&i ching t6i ntra. Cau da lam mot cong viéc bac nha't da’y, cau bé
a. Hay hai long v&i né! Tré vE véi nhirng tdo bién chét tiét cua ciu di nha!”

Ong tam dwirng r'oi néi: “Cau thyce sy thich loai vat, phai khong?”

“Toi thAy toan bd dé tai 'y ra't thd vi ha'p dan.”

“T6i lai thd'y ndé godm ghi€c. Bi€n doi that tuyét voi trong thién nhién,
phai khong? Y t6i 12 cdi gu. Con cdi mo-typ d4n mang clia ciu sao roi. Toi
ca voi cdu cd gai da lam viéc 8y.”

“S€p Iam r61,” to1 noi.

Dai t4 lic 1ic ngén tay v&i toi td y riin de ctia bac cha chd.

“Piéu to6i ndi v&i cau 1a: ‘Hay sdn sang!” Tdi khong mudn néi theo cdi y
nghia danh cho hwdng dao sinh dau nha.”

T6i budc di trén dwong Charing Cross, suy nghi mién man.



O ga tau dién ngAm t6i mua mot t& bdo.

To6i doc tin mot ngwoi dan ba dwgc cho 1a bi dot quy & Ga Victoria vao
gio tan tAm ngay hom qua, da duoc dwa toi bénh vién. Khi téi d6 méi phat
hién ba ta da bi dim. Ba ta da chét, khong tinh lai.

Tén ba ta 1a Merlina Rival.

To1 goi cho Hardcastle.

“Phai,” 6ng trd 1oi ciu hoi ctia t6i. “Pdng nhw ho néi.”

Giong 6ng nghe c6 vé cay cu.

“T6i dén gdp ba ta d€m hoém kia. T6i da ndi cau chuyén ctia ba vé vét
seo ding 13 khong vitng chéic. Ring mo seo twong ddi gan day chi chfmg
qua lau nhw ba ta néi. That budn cwoi cdi cach nguoi ta pham sai Iam. Chi
vi ¢’ lam qud tron viéc nay viéc no. Ai dd’y da tra tién d€ ngwoi dan ba do
nhin dang t& thi 1a xdc ngwoi chdng da bd roi minh cach diy nhiéu nam.
Ba ta lam viéc Ay cling ra't gidi! Toi da tin ba &y s€ On thdi. Va roi ké nao
d6 da c¢6'td ra hoi qua khon lanh. Néu ba Rival nh¢ cdi seo nhd khdng quan
trong &y nhu mot y nghi dén sau, n6 sé khi€n ngwoi ta xac tin va sat hop
voi viéc nhian dang. Con gid nhw ba ta néi diéu &y ra ngay toe dau d€ loi
khai hoan chinh, c6 1& nghe hoi qué tron tru, dé dang.”

“Vay la Merlina Rival da bi ngap tan c0 trong vu nay ha 6ng anh?”

“Cau biét khong, t6i da nghi ngo diéu &y. Gia s&¢ mot ngwoi ban hay
ngwoi quen cli dén véi ba ta va néi: ‘Nghe nay, tdi dang gdp chuyén hoi

phién todi mot chit. Mot thing cha toi tirng c¢6 quan hé 1am #n d bj sat hai.



N€&u y bi nhan dang va ta't cd quan hé cia bon tdi bi dwa ra dnh sang thi da’y
s€ 1a dai hoa. Nhwng n€u ba dén nhan y 1a Harry Castleton chdong ba, ké da
cudn xéo cach day nhiéu ndm, nhr the€ toan bd vu an s€ thu hep lai roi qua
di.”

“Chéc hén ba ta da o y ghé todm viéc d6 — ndi la qua 1i€u linh.”

“Néu thé” thi ké kia s€ ndéi: ‘Liéu linh gi ch&? Trong treong hop xau
nha't, ba chi viéc néi minh da nhAm 14n.” BAt ¢t ngwoi vor ndo ciing ¢o the
nham 14n sau mwoi 1dm ndm. Va ¢6 18 mot s& tién nhd ha'p din sé dwoc dé
cap dén. Va ba ta ndi la OK, ba s€ lam mot con r61 cho ching giat day! The
la 1am th6i.”

“Khong hé bi tinh nghi sao?”

“Ba ta ddu phai la nguoi bi tinh nghi, 6i, lay Chda long lanh, Colin a,
MBOi khi chiing ta bit dwoc mot ké sit nhan c6 nhitng ngwdi da biét rd hin,
don gian chi 12 cha tin ndi hin lai ¢6 the' 1am bat cit viée gi nhw the’.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra khi 6ng anh d&€n tan nha gap ba ta?”

“T6i da lam ba ta hodng s¢. Sau khi t6i ra vé, ba ta da lam di€u t6i mong
doi — c0'lién lac v&i nguoi da dwa ba ta vao vu nay. Toi da cho ngwoi bam
theo du61 ba ta, di nhién roi. Ba ta d&n mot bwu dién va da n61 mot cudc
goi tr mot bu'dng dién thoai tir ddng. That khong may da'y chfmg phai Ia céi
bu'6ng dién thoai t6i mong ba ta sir dung & cudi con dwong nha ba ta. Ba da
phai doi chd. Ba ta ttr phong goi di ra, ¢4 vé hai long v&i chinh minh. Ba ta
van ludn bj theo doi nhung cheamg xdy ra chuyén gi ddng quan tam cho dén
t61 hom qua. Ba ta da dén Ga Victoria va mua vé di Crowdean. Luc 8y la
sdu gio rudi, gior tan tAm. Ba da mat canh giac. Cr twdng s€ gap ké nao
da’y & Crowdean. Nhung con quy xdo trd da di tredrc ba mot bude. Viéec dé

lam nhat trén doi 1a cing ddng bon theo sau ai d6 trong dam déng roéi an



mot lwdi dao vao... Thadm chi dwng twedng ba ta bi€t minh bj dam. Nguoi ta
thwong cha biét dau, ciu thd’y roi dd’'y. Con nhd Barton trong vu cudp cia
Bing Levitti hay khong? Bwde di hét chiéu dai cia mdt con duwong r'oi anh
ta m&i nga lan ra chét. Chi thinh linh dau nhéi mot cdi — r'6i cdu nghi minh
lai binh thwong. Nhwng cha phai thé”. Cau da chét dirng trén do6i ban chan
minh ma khéng hay biét.” Ong két thiic: “Chét tiét, chét tiét va chét tiét!”

“Ong anh di ki®m tra ai chwa?”

T6i da phai hdi han. T6i khong ki€ém ché&” dwore ban than minh.

Loi dng ddp téi that nhanh chéng va ngén gon: “Céi ba c6 Pebmarsh da
dén London hdm qua. Ba ta lam viéc gi ddy cho hoc vién roi tro vé
Crowdean trén chuyé&n tau 7 gio 40 phit.” Hardcastle tam dwng lai. “Con
Sheila Webb thi ¢cam di mdt ban danh may d€ ki€m tra lai v&i mot tac gia
nwde ngoai dang & London trén dwong 6ng ta di New York. C6 roi khach
san Ritz khoang chung 5 gio' 30 phit va vao rap chi€u phim mo6t minh

A

tredee khi tré ve.”

“Nghe nay, Hardcastle,” to1 n6i, “t61 c6 cai nay cho ong anh. Mgt nhan
chitng cam doan da nhin thd’y tdn mit. Mot xe ti cda tiém gidt da ddu lai &
nha s6" 19, Wilbraham Crescent lic 1 gio 35 ngay 9 thang 9. Nguwoi lai xe
ay da giao mot cai sot 0 giat Gi rd't to & ctra sau ctia nha 8y. P6 1a mot cai
sot ddc biét to 1on.”

“Hiéu giat a? Hi€u gidt nao thé?”

“Hi€u gidt Snowflake. Bi€t n6 khong?”

“Chuwa swu tra thi chwa biét dwgrc. Lic nao cling ¢6 hiéu giat méi khai
trerong. DAy 1a mot cdi tén thdong thwong ctia mot hiéu giat ui.”

“A... dng anh ci ki€m tra. Mot ngwdi dan 6ng 1di xe — va mot ngudi dan

ong khiéng cai sot vao nha...”



Giong thanh tra chgt cat Ién, canh gidc vi ngo’ viee. “Céu ¢6 bia ra khong
da’y, Colin?”

“Khong. Pa néi voi 6ng anh tdi ¢6 mot nhan chirng tdn ma't trong tha’y
roi ma. Kiém tra di, Dick a! Ti€p tuc diéu tra di nhé!”

To6i gdc may d€ Hardcastle khong th€ nao qua’y ray toi dworc nira.

T6i bude ra khdi phong goi va nhin dong h'd deo tay. T6i ¢6 rd't nhiéu
viéc phai lam—va mudn minh thodt khéi fam tay cua 6ng thanh tra trong

khi Iam nhtrng vi€c &y. T6i phai thu x&p cudc sdng twong lai cia minh.



CHUONG 28

Loi ké’cuia Colin Lamb

Té6i toi Crowdean lic mwoi mot gio dém, nam ngay sau d6. Toi di dén
khach san Clarendon, 18y m6t phong r'oi 1én givong. Pém hom truedre toi bi
mét nén ngt qua gid'c. To6i tinh ddy lic mwoi gior kém muwoi lam.

T6i nho ngwoi di mua ca phé, banh mi nwdng va mot to' nhat bao. N6
dugc dem t&i va keém theo 1a mot mau gid'y vudng kho rong dé gtri cho toi
bang nhitng chit viét tay & géc trén bén tréi.

Tdi xem xét né, c6 ngac nhién do6i chiit. That bat ngd. To bdo day va dit
tién, tiéu dé bén trén dworc in ra't sc nét.

Sau khi 14t lui 14t t&i va dua vui véoi nd, cudi cling t6i md ra xem.

Bén trong c6 mdt to gid’y. Pwoce in bang chir 16n nhitng dong sau dy:

KHACH SAN CURLEW
11:30 Phong 413

Go cira ba tieng

Tbdi nhin chdm chip, 14t lui 14t t&i trong tay minh — tat ca vu nay la gi



day?

Toi d€ y phong s 413 — ciling nhw nhirtng chi€c dong h'6. Mot trung
hop ngiu nhién? Hay 1a khong phai?

To6i da nghi t&i viéc goi dién thoai cho khach san Curlew. R6i dinh goi
cho Dick Hardcastle. T6i da khong Iam ca hai viéc 8.

Toi di hét 1tr dir. Toi ng'di ddy, cao riu, tim rira, thay d6 roi cudc bo
theo con dwong tredc mat toi tdn khach san Curlew va dén d6 ding gio
hen.

Thoi ti€t mua he ldc b’y gior kha t6t. Khong ¢é nhi€éu ngwoi bén trong
khach san.

To1 chflng héi han gi & quay ti€p tan. To6i di thang may 1én fang bon roi
budc doc theo hanh lang t&i phong s6°413.

Toi dirng d6 mot ldc rdi cdm thdy minh hoan toan 13 mot thing ngu ngo
ngdc nghéch, t61 god ba cai...

Co6 mot giong néi: “Vao di!”

Tbi viin tay nim, ctra khong khéa. Tdi budc vao bén trong va ditng sitng
nhuw troi trong.

To6i dang nhin thdy ngwoi cudi cung trén doi ma t6i mong dwoc gip.

Hercule Poirot ng'6i d6i dién v&i téi. VE mét dng twoi cwoi.

“Une petite surprise, n’est-ce pas?” o6ng néi. “Nhung la mdt sy ngac

nhién vui thich, t61 hy vong the".”
“Poirot, bac that 1a cdo gia,” toi la 1én. “Bdc da t&i ddy bang cdch nao?”
“T6i di mot chi€c limousine hiéu Daimler d&€n ddy — cyc ky thoai mai.”
“Nhwng bac dang lam gi & day?”

“Chuyén hét stirc birc minh. Ho ¢ nang nac, nang nic yéu cau trang tri



lai cdn ho cda t6i. Thi hinh dung tdi khé khan thé nao! Toi lam gi dwoc
ch? C6 th€ di dau?”

“R&t nhiéu noti,” to1 lanh lung dép lai.

“Co6 th€ la th€&’, nhung bac si cua tdi goi ¥ khong khi ving bi€n ra't tot
cho t61.”

“Mot trong nhitng bac s s6t sing 4y phdt hién bénh nhin cia minh
mudn di dau va khuyén 6ng ta t&i d6! C6 phai bac da gii cho chau cai nay
khong?” tdi vung vay 1a thw da nhan dworc.

“Con ai vao day ntra ch?”

“Béc thué phong s6 413 ¢6 phai 12 tring hop ngiu nhién khong vay?”

“Khong heé trung hop. T6i chi dong yéu cau day.”

“Tai1 sao?”

Poirot nghiéng dau vé mot bén va hap hdy méat vdi toi.

“Nhuw thé c6 vé thich hop.”

“Con g6 ctra ba cdi thi sao?”

“To6i khong cwong lai noi. Gid t6i c6 th€ gii kém theo thw mdt nhanh
hoa hwong thdo nhd chic hin con hay ho hon nwa. T6i da nghi dé€n viéc
lam dat tay chdy mau roi d€ lai ddu van tay dinh mdu trén ctra ntra day.
Nhung biét du 1a da! Toi sor bi nhiém trung.”

“Chdu cho day la thoi tho &u th nhi,” téi lanh ling nhan xét. “Chiéu
nay chdu s€ mua cho bac bong béng va mét con thd nh'6i bong.”

“T6i khong nghi cdu vui thich khi tdi bat ngo’ xua't hién. Cau to ra chéng
heé vui vé khi gdp t6i.”

“Bac da mong la chau vui thich sao?”

“Pourquoi pas? Nao, ta hdy néi chuyén nghiém tic nhd, bay gio tdi da




chén cai tro hé nho nhd cia minh r6i. Hy vong c6 thé tror gitip. Toi da goi
cho Ong canh sat tredng, 6ng &y da cyc ky nha nhin, va ngay gidy phit nay
to1 dang do1 ban cau, thanh tra Hardcastle.”

“Va bac dinh néi gi v&i 6ng ay?”

“Trong d4u to6i da sdn cdi y nghi ca ba chiing ta c¢6 thé tham gia cudc
dam dao.”

Téi nhin 6ng va bat cudi. Ong ta c6 th€ goi 1a ddm dao — nhung tdi biét
ong sip stra n6i dong dai.

Hercule Poirot!

Hardcastle da t&i noi. Chdng t6i lam cai viéc gidi thiéu va chao héi. Gior
day ching t6i yén vi bén nhau theo céi ki€u cdch ctia nhitng ngwoi dé két
tinh than ai. Thanh tra thinh thodng 1én li€c nhin Poirot v&i dang vé cua
mot nguwoi & s& thd dang quan sat mdt cudc thu nhin loai vat méi. Toi
khong r6 tredc diy 6ng cd bao gior gip ai gidng nhw Hercule Poirot hay
chua!

Sau ciing, Hardcastle ding hing r'6i n6i mot cich than trong.

“T61 cho rﬁng, ong Poirot a, ong mudn dich than xem — a, toan bd qua
trinh diéu tra, ding khéng? Né6i dich xéc, s& khong d& dau a.” Ong ngan
ngw, r'oi noi ti€p: “Ong canh sat tredng da dén tdi phai lam moi viéc c6 the
lam dwoc cho 6ng. Nhung 6ng phai hi€u ro cé nhirng khé khan, nhirng cau
hdi c¢6 th€ hodi, nhitng phan bac. Tuy th€, vi 6ng da cat cong xudng tin
day...”

Poirot ngit 1o, c6 vé hoi lanh nhat: “T6i d&n day vi ciin ho cia toi &
London dang dwgrc tan trang.”

Tbi cudi kha kha gidu cot va Poirot trirng mét nhin t6i qué trach.



“Ong Poirot khong phai di xem diéu ndy viéc no dau,” t6i néi. “Ong vin
lu6n khang khang bao minh ¢6 th€ 1am toan bd chuyén &Yy tw trén gh& banh.
Nhung sy that khong hoan toan ding nhw vay, phai khong bac Poirot? Néu
dung thi tai sao bac lai t&i ddy ha?”

Poirot dap mot cach dwong bé.

“T6i da bao khong can thi€t phai 1a choé san ch'on, ch6 danh hoi, ché Tan
theo da'u vét chay lui chay t&i ngri tim mui nay vi no. Nhung t6i xin thwa
nhan cho6 can thi€t cho mdt cudc di san. Mot con bi€t tim va nhdt vé con
m'6i da bi bin ha, ciu ban 4, mot con ché sin gidi.”

Ong quay Vvé phia thanh tra. Mot ban tay xofn hang ria mép vé&i vé min
nguyén.

“Xin cho t6i thwa v&i anh,” Poirot néi, “rang t6i khong gidng nhw ngudi
Anh, bi am anh vé ché. Ca nhan tdi c6 the€ sdng chd can dén chd. Nhuwng
diu thé& t6i van chdp nhin quan niém cda céc anh vé loai ché. Mot ngwoi
yéu mén va ton trong con ché cia minh. Anh ta nuéng chi€u nd, anh ta
khoe khoang vé sy thdng minh linh lgii cia con chd v&i ban bé ctia minh.
Bay gio’ hdy ty minh hinh dung di, diéu ngwoc lai cling ¢6 th€ xdy dén!
Con ché6 say mé cha ctia n6. N6 nudng chiéu ngwoi chi &y! N6 ciing khoe
chd cua minh, khoe khoang vé sy linh lgri thong minh cta chu. Va d€ tw
dong vién khi minh thyc sy khong mudn ra ngoai, ngwdi 4y dit con ché di
theo vi ché ra't thich di dao. Vi thé né ciing ging strc cho chd diéu ma chii
no thi€t tha mong mudn.”

Ong néi ti€p: “Cau ban tré Colin t3t bung cia toi diy cling the. Cu Ay
da dén gap toi, chzalng phai d€ nho toi gitp giai quy€t van dé cda riéng
minh; cdu &Yy tin ¢6 th€ ty gidi quyét va toi dwoc bi€t cau ay da lam thé.

Khong, cAu &Yy 4i ngai khi tha’y t6i nhan r6i va c6 doc nén mang dén cho toi



mdt vin d€ ma cau &y cam thdy s€ khi€n t6i thich thi va cho t6i cé céi gi
day d€ ti€p tuc lam viéc. Cau ay thach t6i lam viéc &'y —thach toi lam diéu
t0i van thweong bao ciu ta 12 ¢6 the 1am dwore... ma van ngdi trén ghé cla
minh va — theo mét ti€n trinh thich ddng — gidi quy€t van d€ nan gidi aYy.
Toi @6 rang c6 the c6 mdt chiit 4¢ tam, chi 1A mot trod tré con ddng sau thich
thirc 4y. Phéi néi 12 ciu ta mudn ching to v&i toi rdt cude viée Ay cha dé

dang nhw th€". Mais oui, mon ami, ding la the¢" da’y! Ciu ta mu6n dich than

ché& giéu t6i — chi mot chit thoi! Nhung t6i khong trach cu ta. TAt cd
nhitng gi t0i néi 1a ciu ta vin chwa bi€t Hercule Poirot clia cdu &y 1 th&
nao dau.”

Ong won ngue ra va man mé hang ria mép.

T6i nhin 6ng va toét miéng cwoi than &i.

“Puorc thoi, vay hay cho ching téi ddp 4n ctia van dé &y n€u Ong biét
di!”

“D1i nhién t6i biét chir.”

Thanh tra ng6 6ng ta lom lom, té vé khong tin.

“C6 phai 6ng dang néi minh biét ai da giét ngwoi dan 6ng & s6” 19,
Wilbraham Crescent?”

“Chédc chén nhw the"”

“Va cling bi€t ai da gi€t Edna Brent?”

“Di nhién.”

“Ong biét r5 nhan than clia ngudi chét 4?7

“T6i biét h&n ch&c han 12 ai.”

Hardcastle nghi ngo’ ra mit. Nh& t&i canh sdt tredng, Ong van gitt phép

lich sw Nhung giong 6ng noi van rat hoai nghi.



“Xin 16i dng Poirot, 6ng tuyén bd minh biét ai da gié€t ba ngwoi. Va vi
sao lai giet?”

“Phai.”

“Ong c6 mdt vu 4n mé ra r'oi khép lai ngay hay sao?”

“Piéu a%y thi khong.”

“Ta’t cd nhirng gi 6ng &y mudn ndi la c6 mdt linh cdm,” tdi néi vé tan
nhan.

“T6i s€ khong cdi voi cdu mot ti nao, mon cher Colin. Td't ca nhirng gi

toi noi 1a: toéi bi€t!”

Hardcastle tho dai.

“Nhung 6ng bi€t d6, 6ng Poirot, toi phai ¢6 chirng c.”

“L& di nhién, nhwng v&i nhieng bién phap nghiép vu cac anh tlly nghi st
dung, t6i nghi s& c6 kha nang d€ anh ¢6 dwgc chirng cir 4y.”

“T6i khong chic 1dm.”

“Nao nao, anh thanh tra, n€u anh bi€t — that sw biét — do cheamg phai la
buwdc dau tién? Tw d6 anh khong thé nao di ti€p, gan nhw lic nao cling
thé™?”

“Khong phai lic nao ciing thé’,” thanh tra tho dai. “Ngay nay c¢6 nhirng
ké buwdc di lang thang vd dinh phai vao ti dd'y 6ng a. Ho biét diéu ay va
chung to1 cling bi€t.”

“Nhwng da’y chi 1a mot ty 1€ phian tram ra't nho. Ch?ing phai...”

Tbi ngét 1o Poirot.

“Puore roi. Puoce roi. Bac biét... Vay bay gio hdy cho bon chdu cuing
biét di!”

“T6i nhan thd’y c4u van con hoai nghi. Nhung triede tién hdy cho tdi néi



diéu nay: d€ biét chic chin nghia 1a khi da dat d&n ddp 4n ding, moi
chuyén s€ dau vao dd’y thoi. Cac anh s€ nhin thay cheamg cO cach nao khac
ca.”

“Vi tinh thwong véi dng b Mike cta chdu,” tdi ndi, “bac ci ti€p tuc
nhw thé” di! Chau cong nhan ta't ca nhirng diéu bac néi.”

Poirot thoai mai dwa ngtra trén gh&” va ra hiéu cho thanh tra rét day ruegu
vao ly cua 6ng.

“Mot diéu, mes amis, can phai dwoc hi€u 16. D€ gidi quyét ba't cir van
dé nao ta cling can phai c6 cac sy kién. D€ lam viéc &y ngwoi ta can ¢6
chd, mdt con ché biét thu nhat xac con m6i tieng manh ting manh mot va
dat...”

“Duwdi chan cha nd,” t6i ti€p 1o 6ng. “Chap nhan.”

“Ta chflng th€ ngdi trén ghé&” gidi quyét mot vu dn ma duy nha't chi doc
vE no trén bdo. Can bi€t cac sy kién xdc thyc, nhwng cac bdo hi€m khi xéc
thuc, néu cd lic nao da’y ching xac thyc. Ching dwa tin mot chuyén xdy ra
lic bon gio khi lic &y 1a bon gior mwei 1am, ching bao modt ngwoi dan 6ng
c6 em gai tén Elizabeth khi dich xdc hin c6 em vo tén Alexandra. Van véan
va van van. Nhung ¢ cau Colin day, t6i cé mdt con ché ¢6 nang Iwc dic biét
— mdt nang lyc c6 theé ndi da dwa ciu ay di xa trong sy nghi€p cda minh.
Cau 47y ludn c6 tri nhé rat t6t. C6 the nhéc lai cho anh nghe, thim chi rat
nhiéu ngdy sau da’y, nhirng cudc trd chuyén da dién ra. Cu Ay c6 th€ lip lai
ching tht chinh xdc — nghia 12 ching hé ddi khdc di nhw hau hét ching ta
thuong lam, ching thay ddi do an twong cla cu ta v&i cdc cude néi
chuyén ay. Gidi thich mot cach dai khai — cdu &y thweong khéng néi: ‘Va
lic mwoi mot gior hai muoi the dwa dé€n’ thay cho viéc md ta chuyén thuc

t& da xay ra, &y la mot ti€ng go ctra roi ai dé di vao phong trén tay cam



nhtrng 14 the. Toan b chuyén nay rat quan trong. Nghia la ciu &y da nghe
thdy nhirng gi 1€ ra t6i da nghe thdy né€u cé mat & dd’y va da trong thay
nhtrng gi 1€ ra t6i da trong thdy.”

“Chi la con ché dang thwong chwa c¢é suy luan can thi€t ha?”

“Nhuw th&” cho dén nay t6i da c6 cac sw kién c6 the c6 duwge — toi dang
‘biét dién ti€n cta sy viéc’. DAy 1 thuat ngir thoi chién cia céc anh, phai
th&” khong? Cho ngudi ta biét dién tién clia sy viéc. Diéu khién tdi ngac
nhién tred'c hét khi Colin k€ lai tirng chi ti€t cta ciu chuyén cho t6i nghe,
chinh 14 tinh chat cyc ky qudi dj clia nd. B6n chi€c dong h'6, mdi chiéc
déu chay nhanh hon chirng mét gio’ so v&i gio’ chinh xac, va dugc dua vao
nha ma chi nha khong h€ hay biét, hoac ba ta néi th&”. B&i ching ta khong
bao gio’ dwge tin nhirng gi ngwoi ta k€ cho minh, cho dén khi nhitng loi
khai nhw th&” dwore ki€ém tra lai that ky lwong, phai khong?”

“Ong suy nghi gi&ng hét nhw t6i,” thanh tra tin dong.

“Nim trén nén nha 13 mot ngudi chét — mot ngudi dan ong cao tudi
trong rat dang kinh. Cha ai biét hin 12 ai (hodc lai 12 ngwdi ta néi thé).
Trong tii 6ng ta ¢c6 mdt danh thi€p mang tén 6ng R. H. Curry, 7, duwong
Denvers. Cong ty Bao hiém Metropolis. Nhwng chglng hé c6 Cong ty Bao
hi€ém Metropolis. Ching hé c6 dwong Denvers va dudng nhu ching hé ¢6
ngwoi nao la 6ng Curry cd. Pay la chirng c& pha dinh, nhung cling la
ching cr. Bay gio ching ta ti€p tuc ti€n xa hon. R6 rang khodng hai gio
kém muoi c6 nguoi goi d€n mot cong ty dich vu thw ky, mdt ¢6 Millicent
Pebmarsh da yéu cau phdi mét nguoi ghi tdc ky dén sd 19, Wilbraham
Crescent ltic ba gio’. Yéu cau dich danh c¢6 Sheila Webb. Co Webb da duwoc
phai di. C6 dén d&’y vai phit trede ba gior, di vao phong khach theo 1o chi

dan, thd'y moOt ngwoi dan 6ng da chét trén nén nha, roi vira hdp tAp chay ra



ngoai vira thét 1én. C6 nhao vao vong tay cia mot chang trai tré.”

Poirot tam dwng va ngé toi. Téi cdi dau.

“R'6i ngwoi huing tré tudi cda ching ta vao cudc,” toi ndi.

“Cau thdy day,” Poirot chi ro. “Ngay ca ciu cling chaalng thé nao cwong
lai noi cdi giong ceong di€éu khoi hai khi néi d&€n chuyén &y. Toan bd vu
viéc cling cwong diéu, quai dan va hoan toan siéu thyc. D&y 1a mot ki€u vu
viéc ¢6 th€ xua't hién trong tdc pham ctia mot ngwoi nhw 1a Garry Gregson
chealng han. C6 th€ k€ cho anh nghe khi ciu ban tré cta tdi d€n nha v&i ciu
chuyén nay, t6i dang mai mé nghién ctru mdt loat cac tac gid viét truyén
trinh tham da ra stc trG tai nghé cda ho trong vong sdu muroi ndm vira qua.
Cuyc ky thud vi. Ngureoi ta hAu nhw di d&€n chd xem xét t0i 4c doi thye dwdi
anh sang cua ti€u thuyé&t. Nghia la n€u t6i quan sat thd'y mdt con ché khdng
stua khi né nén sua, toi s€ tw nhu: ‘Ha! Mot t0i ac ki€u Sherlock Holmes!’
Twong ty, n€u mot xac chét dworc tim thdy trong mdt gian phong da niém
phong, di nhién t6i néi: ‘Cha! Mot vu an ki€u Dickson Carr!” R'6i con c6 ba
Oliver ban cua t6i ntra chir. N&u t6i phdi tim ki€m — nhung thoi tdi cha néi
gi nita dau. C4c anh nim duwoc y t6i mudn néi gi roi chi? o day to1 ac
duwoc sip dit trong nhitng hoan canh qua man ro' khong thé€ c6 that khién
ngwoi ta ngay 1ap tiec cdm thdy ‘chuyén nay khong ding voi cude sdng.
Toan bo chuyén nay hoan toan khong c6 that.” Nhung hoi 6i, & day khong
the vay, vi chuyén nay la c¢6 that. N6 da xdy ra. Biéu &y khi€n nguoi ta suy
nghi dén tirc dién 1én, cheatng phai thé sao?”

Hardcastle chic khong nghi nhw thé, nhung anh van hoan toan dong y
voi cam nhén do, va git dau lia lia. Poirot néi ti€p: “Ciing nhw truedc day,
that trai ngwoe v&i tac pham chia Chesterton, ‘Anh s€ gidu mét chiéc 14 &

dau? Trong ring. Anh s€ gidu mot vién sdi & dau? Trén bai bién.” O day c6



s qua muc, ky qudc, cwong diéu! Khi t6i ty nhi phong theo Chesterton:
‘Mot phu nit trung nién gidu nhan sic tan phai ctia minh & dau? Toi khong
dap lai: ‘Gitra nhirng khuén mét trung nién tan phai khac.” Hoan toan khong
phai, ¢ ta gidu n6é dwdi lop phan son trang di€m va thudc chai 16ng mi,
voi nhitng 4o 16ng ch'on dep d€ phli quanh minh, nt¢ trang vong quanh c6
va deo trén tai c6 ay. T61 n6i co theo kip khong?”

“A...” thanh tra n6i d€ che ddy viéc minh khong theo kip.

“Ay 12 vi, cdc anh thdy ddy, ngudi ta sé trong vao nhitng 4o 16ng chdn

va nir trang, ki€u téc va haute couture. Ho s€ hoan toan khong d€’y xem ban

than ngwoi dan ba &y nhw thé nao. Bdi thé toi thwong ty nhid va néi voi
ban Colin cua t6i — vi 4n mang khodc bén ngoai qua nhiéu 1op vé boc ky
qudi d€ danh lac hwdng ngudi ta nén chic chéin 12 né thyc ra rat don gian,
ching phai toi da néi the sao?”

“Béc da néi the,” t6i ddp. “Nhung chiu van khong hi€u 1am sao bdc cd
the’ ding.”

“Piéu &Yy thi cdu phai doi. B&i the chiing ta virt bd 16p vo boc bén ngoai
toi dc, va di vao di€m thiét yéu. Mot nguoi dan 6ng da bi giét. Vi sao lai bi
giet? Hén ta 12 ai? Cau trd 1o cho ciu hdi thir nhat hién nhién tly thudc
vao ddp an cua cau thr hai. Ching nao chwa tra loi ding cé hai cau &Yy, cac
anh s¢ ch?ing th& nao ti€p tuc diéu tra. Han c6 th€ 1a mot ga tong tién, mot
ké ltra gat long tin hay l1a chdng cta ai dd'y ma sy ton tai ¢6 th€ gy kho
chiu hay nguy hi€m cho vo' hin. Hin c6 th& 1a mdt trong s& nhiéu hang
ngwoi. T6i cang nghe nhiéu, dwong nhw moi ngwoi cang dong y trong
ngwoi nay ¢ vé 1a mdt ngwoi dan 6ng cao tudi hoan toan binh thwong, kha
gia va danh gid. Ba't chot t6i tham nghi: ‘Mi néi day hin 1a mot td1 ac don

gian. Hay 14m, ci¢ nhw thé di. Hay d& ngudi nay chinh xdc nhu vé bé ngoai



12 mot ngwdi dan dng cao tudi khd gia ddng kinh.”” Ong nhin thanh tra.
“Anh hi€u khong?”

“A...” thanh tra dap, r'oi lich sy dwng lai.

“Nhu thé” & day 1a, mot ngwoi dan 6ng cao tudi binh thwong vui tinh ma
viéc trir khir Ong ta cén thi€t d6i voi ai ddy. Voi ai thé? Va & diy cudi
cung chiing ta c6 the thu hep tran dia mot chiit. Cé nhirng hi€u biét tai chd
—veé c6 Pebmarsh va cac théi quen cua cd ta, vé Phong Thu ky Cavendish,
veé mot ¢6 gdi lam viéc & ddy tén 1a Sheila Webb. Va thé€” 1a t6i n6i v&i ban
Colin cua t6i: Céc lang giéng. Hay tro chuyén v&i ho! Tim hi€u vé ho.
Nhirng di€u cdn ban cia ho. Nhung trén tat ca l1a tham gia doi thoai. Vi
trong khi d&1i thoai cdc anh khong don thuén c6 dwgre cau tra 1o cho cac
ciu hdi — trong nhirng chuyén phi€m binh thwong dwoc ban qua tan lai,
cac sy viéc thwong bi vudot mat. Nguoi ta ludn canh gidc khi dé tai cé thé€
nguy hi€m v&i ho. Nhwng trong cude néi chuyén binh thwong, tinh thdn ho
thu thdi, ho danh khuit phuc va tiét 16 sy that, vi viéc nay dé lam hon néi
ddi rat nhiéu. Va thé 1a ho d€ 10 ra mot sy kién nho nhd ma ho khdng hé
hay biét s€ lam ta't ca doi khac di.”

“Mot sy phoi bay dang khdm phuc,” t61 noi. “That khong may nd da
khong xay ra trong vu an nay.”

“Nhung, mon cher, da xay ra dd’'y. M6t cau nho nhd v&i tAm quan trong
khon lwong.”

“Cau nao chr?” t6i hach héi. “Ai n6i? Khi nao?”

“Xay dén that dung lic, mon cher.”

“Ong vira n6i ma, 6ng Poirot?” Thanh tra lich sy 18i 6ng gia tré lai véi
chu dé.

“Néu cac anh v€ mot vong tron quanh nha s6 19, bat ky ai ¢ trong &Yy



cling ¢6 th€ da gi€t ong Curry. Ba Hemming, nha Bland, nha McNaughton,
c6 Waterhouse. Nhirng con quan trong hon nita, c6 nhitng ngwdi sdn cé vi
tri trén hién treomg. Cd Pebmarsh c6 the di giét hin trwede khi ra ngoai ldc
1 gior 35 hay khodng chirng thoi gian Ay va cd Webb c6 thé da sdp x&p d€
gdp hin & da’y, roi giét di trede khi chay ra khdi nha va bio dong.”

“A.” thanh tra néi. “Ong dang di vao vin @& cu the roi da’y.”

“Va di nhién,” Poirot xoay tré lai néi v&i t6i, “céu da’y, Colin thin mén
a, ciu cling da o hién treong. Pang tim mdt s6 nha 1on & noi toan 1a s&
nho.”

“A, ding vay,” t6i byc tirc noéi. “Tiép theo bac s€ bao gi?”

“T6i &Yy a, toi ndi ba't cir di€u gi!” Poirot long trong tuyén bd’.

“Nhung chau la ngwoi dén va viet toan bd vu viéc cho bac!”

“Bon sdt nhan thwong tw cao tw dai,” Poirot vach tran. “Va & diy ciing
the’, diéu d6 c6 th€ khién cu thich thd—vi da choi tro duia bon vori toi.”

“Né&u bdc tiép tuc s& thuyét phuc dwore chdu dé,” toi néi. Toi bat dau
cam thay khong dwoc thodi mai.

Poirot quay sang thanh tra Hardcastle.

“Oy day, toi ty nhi, chu yé€u la mot vu hinh sy don gian thoi. Sy ¢6 mat
cta nhirng chi€c dong h'6 khong thich hop, viéc chay nhanh hon ching
mot ti€ng, sy sdp dit cé tinh todn qua ky lwong d€ cdi xdc dwore phat hién,
ta't ca nhirng chuyén &y ngay lic nay phdi gac sang mot bén. Cling nhw toi
tirng néi vé chuyén nang ‘Alice’ bat t& cua cau thich ‘giay, tau thiiy va xi
gdn, bdp cdi cing vua chiia khdp noi’. Pi€ém mau chdt ¢6 y nghia 1a mot
ngwoi dan 6ng cao tudi binh thwong da chét va ai dd'y da mudn Ong ta chét

di. N&u chiing ta bi€t ngwoi chét 1a ai, s€ gitp ching ta chi di€m hung tha.



Né&u nan nhan 1a mot ké tdng tién noi ti€ng, thé” thi ching ta phai tim mot
ngwdi hin c6 the da tdng tién. N&u ong ta 13 tham ti, nhw thé ching ta tim
mot ngwoi ¢6 mot bi mat tdi ac; néu Ong ta 1a ngwoi ¢6 cda, thi ching ta
tim trong s& nhirng ké thira k€. Con néu nhw cha bi€t ngwoi dan dng do 1a
ai, cong viéc cua ching ta s€ khé khan hon khi san lung trong s nhtrng
ngwoi & trong vong tron bao quanh d€ tim ra ké cd 1y do d€ giét ngwoi.”

Ong tiép tuc néi: “D& sang mot bén ¢ Pebmarsh va Sheila Webb, liéu ¢6
ai ¢ th€'lién can d&€n vu an, mac du vé bé ngoai thi khong phai thé? Cau trd
loi that dang that vong. Ngoai trir dng Ramsay 1a ngwoi ma todi hi€u dwong
nhw cha c¢6 lién can?” NGi t¢i ddy dng nhin tdi ¢c6 y do hoi, va tdi gat dau.
“Moi nguoi da chan thanh néi that. Bland 1a mét thau khodn ndi ti€ng & dia
phwong, McNaughton da chan chwong cdi gh€” ¢ treong Cambridge, ba
Hemming la qud phu cia mdt ngwoi ban ddu gia & dia phwong, nha
Waterhouse 1a gia dinh dang kinh da cuw trd ¢ dd’y lau ndm r6i. Vay ching
ta hiy quay tré lai v&i 6ng Curry. Ong ta tir ddu d&n? Piéu gi dd dwa 6ng ta
dén nha s& 19, Wilbraham Crescent? Va & didy mdt nhan xét ra't c6 gia tri
da dworc mot lang giéng 1la ba Hemming ndéi ra. Khi nghe néi ngwoi chét
khong séng & s& 19, ba di néi: “Oi, toi hicu roi. Ong ta chi dén diy dé bj
gi€t. Ky qudi bi€t bao!” Ba &y ¢4 nang khi€u bam sinh, thwong thudc vé
nhitng ngwoi qué ban ron v&i suy nghi riéng cta minh dén ndi cha d€'y loi
ngwoi khac néi, va chot di thealng vao trong tam cua van dé€. Ba &y da tém
tit toan bd toi dc nay. Ong Curry dd dén s& 19, Wilbraham Crescent d€ bi
gi€t. Pon gian nhw thé da’y!”

“Khi &y loii nhén xét ctia ba ta khi€n chau chan déng,” toi noi.

Chglng de€y gi t&i toi, Poirot ti€p tuc: ““Ngwo'i phi thwong, phi thiwong,
phi thwong—dén va bi giét. Ong Curry di dén va da bi giét. Nhung cha



phai chi c6 th&". Bi€u quan trong la 6ng ta chealng dwoe nhan dién. Cha cé vi
tién, cha c6 gid’y to’ ty than, nhan hiéu tho' may da bi go ra khodi y phuc
cta. Nhwng th& vin chwa du. TAm danh thi€p in cia Curry, nhin vién bdo
hi€m, chi 1a bién phap tam thoi ma thdi. N&u cédn cude cia nguoi 'y bi che
gid'u ludn, thi s€ c6 mot cidn cudc gia. Chgng chéng thi chiy, tdi chic chén,
ai dA'y roi sé xua't hién, nhan dién hin mdt cich xdc thyc. Mot anh em trai,
mot chi em gai, mot ba vor. Pa’y 1a mot ba vgr. Ba Rival — va chi cdi té€n &Yy
th6i cling da khién nguoi ta nghi réi. Co6 mot ngdi lang & Somerset — t6i
da lwu lai gan dd'y v&i ban be — lang Curry Rival... Trong tiém thirc du
cha biét vi sao lai ndy ra chinh hai cdi tén Ay, ching da dwoc Iyva chon. Ong
Curry — Ba Rival. Cho d&n nay — hi€n nhién da c6 k& hoach, nhwng diéu
khié&n t6i ban khodn 1a vi sao ké sat nhan cua ching ta lai cho la di nhién s€
khong c6 nhan dang dich thyc. Néu ngwoi &y khong ¢ gia dinh, chi it cling
cé céc ba chi nha, nhirng nguoi gidp viéc, nhirng ké hop tac lam an. Piéu
dy dwa tO6i dén gid dinh k& ti€p — nguwoi nay khong dwoe biét 1a da mat
tich. M6t gia dinh di xa hon l1a 6ng ta cha phai ngwoii Anh ma chi dén viéng
thim da't nwde nay. Diéu &'y gin v&i chuyén ring clia dng ta khong hop vdi
ba't cir h'6 so’ nha khoa nao & diy ca.

“T6i bit d4u c6 mot hinh dnh 1 md vé ca nan nhan 14n ké giét nguoi.
Khong, hon the'. Té1 ac da dwoc vach k& hoach rd't tai tinh va ti€n hanh ra't
thong minh — nhung lai xdy dén mot ditu cuc ky xdi quay ma ching ké
sat nhan nao c¢6 th€ doan tredc dwoc.”

“La gi th€?” Hardcastle hdi.

That bat ngo Poirot ngira d4u ra sau va ngdm nga day kich tinh:

“Vi mot mong chdn, mong sdt mdt roi,



Vi mot mong sdt ngwa nay da mat,
Vi mot ngwa thoi trdn nay da that,
Vi trdgn da thua vworng qudc mat roi,

Chi bo'i vi cdi mong ngwa thoi.”

Ong nga ngudi vé phia triede: “RAt nhiéu nguwdi c6 the giét ong Curry.
Nhung chi m6t nguoi cé the' da giét, hay c¢6 1y do d€ giét c6 gai Edna.”

Ca hai ching t6i ngd 6ng ta chim chip.

“Ching ta hdy xem Phong Thu ky Cavendish. Tam ¢6 géi lam viéc &
day. Vao ngay 9 thang 9 bon ¢6 dwoe phan cong cong tac & bén ngoai hoi
xa mot chit — tirc 1a ho dwoc khach hang ma ho dé€n lam viéc cho an bira
trira. Ho 1a bdn ¢6 binh thwong an triva dot dau tién te 12 gior 30 dén 1 gio
30. B&n ¢6 con lai gdm Sheila Webb, Edna Brent ciing v&i hai co Janet va
Maureen dn dot hai t 1 gio 30 dén 2 gio' 30. Nhwng ngay hém a4y Edna
Brent gédp tai nan ra't soém sau khi roi van phong. Co lam sit cdi got giay vi
bi ket trong mot tAm lwdi sit. Chang thé nao bude di nhw the'. C6 mua ma'y
cai banh mi tron nhd r'6i tr¢ vé van phong.”

Poirot lic 14c mot ngén tay d&€ nhadn manh v&i ching toi: “Ching ta
duoc nghe k& lai Edna Brent da lo 18ng vé chuyén gi ddy. Co ta di cd gip
Sheila Webb bén ngoai co' quan nhung khong gdp duwoc. Chuyén ay da
dwore gid dinh c6 lién quan gi ddy voi Sheila Webb, nhwng chzatng heé co
chirng ¢ nao vé diéu &y ca. Co the€ cd ta chi mudn hoi y ki€n Sheila Webb
ve diéu gi khién ¢o6 bi r61 tri — nhung n€u thé” mdt chuyén da sang td. Co
mudn ndi chuyén v&i Sheila Webb & cach xa Phong Thw ky. Loi ¢d néi voi
anh canh sat tai buoi di€u tra chinh thirc 1a manh m&i duy nhat cho ching

ta bi€t chuyén gi dang 1am c6 lo 1ing. Co da néi gi da’y nhu 13: “T6i khong



hi€u lam sao di€u c6 &y ndi lai c6 th€ la sy that.” Ba phu nir da khai bao
trrde tdoa sang hom A7y. Edna c6 thé da nhic d&n c6 Pebmarsh. Hay nhw néi
chung da dworc gid dinh, co ta ¢ thé ¢ nhic d&n Sheila Webb. Nhung con
c6 kha nang thk ba, 'y 1a cd Martindale.”

“C06 Martindale sao? Nhwng ma loi khai cua ba ta chi kéo dai vén ven
vai phut thdi ma.”

“Chinh xdc. Chi néi vé cudc goi dién thoai ba da nhan, dwong nhw do
chinh c6 Pebmarsh goi dén.”

“Y 6ng mudn néi Edna di biét khong phai do c6 Pebmarsh goi ha?”

“Chéic 1a don gidn hon thé&. Toi dang gid dinh hoan toan cha cé dién
thoai gi cd.”

Ong néi tiép: “Gét gidy chia Edna bi sit ra. Cdi ludi sit rdt gan vin
phong. C6 da tr& vé ddy. Nhung c¢d6 Martindale & trong van phong riéng
khong biét Edna da vé. Vi twdng ching c6 ai khdc trong phong, ba ta chi
can noéi da ¢c6 mot cude goi lic 1 gior 49 phiit. Thoat tién Edna cha hi€u y
nghia ctia di€u c¢6 ta bi€t dworc. Sheila dworc goi vao gap c6 Martindale va
ba ta bdo coO ra ngoai cong tic. Cudc hen &y duwoc sip dit nhw the nio va
lic nao ho khong néi cho Edna biét. Tin tirc vE€ 4n mang da nhan dwoc, va
cau chuyén dan dan dwoc xac dinh. Co6 Pebmarsh da goi di€n thoai va yéu
cau phai Sheila d&€n. Nhung cd Pebmarsh lai bao minh khdng cé goi. Cudc
goi ndéi 1a da nhan dwoce lic hai gio kém muoi, nheng Edna biét diéu ay
khong th€ ddng sw that. Lic 4y chd nhin dwoc cudc goi ndo ci. Chic hin
c6 Martindale da nhAm 1an — nhung 1o rang ba ta ddu c¢6 nham. Edna cang
suy nghi cang r6i thém. Co6 phai hoi Sheila vé chuyén aYy. Sheila s€ biét.

“Va roi buoi so’ tham da dén. Va cac c¢6 gai déu tham dy. C6 Martindale

1dp lai cau chuyén vé ci dién thoai, va Edna lic bdy gio bi€t chirng ctr ba



ta dwa ra qua ro rang va cé gior gid’c chinh xac &y cha phai 1a sy that. Chinh
lic &y cd da héi anh canh sat minh c6 th€ gép thanh tra hay khong. Toi nghi
cé 1€ ¢6 Martindale ldc roi khoi Cornmarket trong mot dam dong ngwoi da
nghe 1dm cd &y hdi the". C6 1& khi &'y ba ta dd nghe cdc cd géi giéu cot Edna
Ve tai nan sut goét giay cua cd ma ba chéng nhan ra la giéu cot chuyén gi.
DAau sao ba ta ciing da di theo cd gdi d&n Wilbraham Crescent. Toi tw hoi vi
sao Edna lai dén day?”

Thanh tra dap v&i mot ti€ng thé dai: “De€ nhin k¥ noi xdy ra vu an, toi
mong la nhw th€. Ngwoi ta thwong lam thé”.”

“Phai. Kha ding sy that dd’y. C6 1€ ¢6 Martindale néi chuyén véi ¢6 ta &
day, cung di v&i cd xudi con dwong &y va Edna ndi toac ra cau hdi cia
minh. Ba ta hanh dong that nhanh. Ho dang & ngay canh budng dién thoai
cong cong. Ba ta bao: “Chuyén nay rat quan trong. C6 phai goi cho canh sat
ngay lap tirc. SO clia d6n canh sat la thé nay, thé” nay. Hay goi va cho ho
bi€t bay gio ca hai ching ta dang dén day.” Chinh théi quen dn sau trong
tiém thirc da khién cd gdi riu riu lam theo. C6 di vao va nhac dng nghe,
con ba tredng phong ciing theo sau, kéo chi€c khan quang quan quanh co
cuia c0 va si€t co chét.”

“The& ma chéng ai trong thdy sao?”

Poirot nhun vai.

“Ho ¢6 th€ nhin, ma khong thdy. Lic &y ding mét gio. Gio an trira. Va
c6 nhiéu ngwoi & trén dwong Crescent dang ban nhin cham chdp vao nha
s& 19. baYy la thoi cor @€ m6t mu dan ba tdo bao va hét siec than trong danh
li€u chop 18y.”

Thanh tra lac d4u quay qudy td vé hoai nghi.

“C6 Martindale w? T6i khong hi€u lam sao ba ta lai dinh vao vu nay



chi.”

“Khong. Thoat tién nguwoi ta cha hi€u dau. Nhwng vi khéng con nghi
ngo gi nira, tredng phong da gi€t ¢6 gai — a phai roi — chi ¢6 ba ta mdi
c6 th€ giét co 4y, cho nén phai dinh vao vu nay. To6i bit dau nghi trong cd
Martindale c6 bong dang ctia Phu nhan Macbeth*, mot ngwoi dan ba tan
nhan va tAm thwong khong c6 6¢ sdng tao.”

“Tam thuong khong c6 éc sdng tao w?” thanh tra thic méc.

“Ping thé&’, hoan toan tAm thwong khong c¢6 6c sang tao. Nhwng lai rat
c6 nang lyc. Mot ké vach k& hoach ra't gidi.”

“Nhung vi sao? Pong co’ gdy an & dau?”

Hercule Poirot nhin ti. Ong nhic nhic mot ngén tay.

“Nhw thé" néi chuyén voi cac lang giéng cha ich lgi gi cho cdc anh w?
T6i da phat hién mot cau cuc ky sang to. Cac anh ¢6 nhéd khong, sau khi néi
V€ viéc s6ng & nwdc ngoai ba Bland lIvu ¥ minh thich séng & Crowdean vi
¢6 mot ngudi chi & day. Nhung dwoc biét ba ching ¢6 ngwdi chi no ca. Ba
da dugc thwra k& mot gia tai Ion cach ddy mot nam toe mot 6ng chd nguoi
Canada, vi ba la ngwoi than duy nha't con s6ng s6t trong dong ho cta 6ng
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ta.

Thanh tra ng'6i nhom day, ¢6 vé canh giac: “Nhw th€ 6ng nghi la...”

Ong gia dwa ngtra trén ghé ciia minh, dan nhirng ngén tay vio nhau, 6ng
lim dim d6i mét va néi v&i vé mo’ mang.

“Gia st anh 1a mdt nguoi dan 6ng, mot ngwoi ra't binh thwong va khong
tinh todan qua chi ly, dang gap kho6 khan vé tai chinh that t6i t€. Mot hom ¢6
thw tr mot hang ludt sw giri d€n bao tin vo anh da dwore thira k&€ mot gia tai

ké&ch xu tr mdt 6ng chi & Canada. Thw d€ gii ba Bland. Va diéu kho khan
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duy nhét la ba Bland nhin thw khong ding l1a ba Bland — ba ta la vg thir
nhi—khong phai ba thir nhdt — th¢ hinh dung ndi budn chdn! Con gidn
d®! Va roi mot y twdng da dén. Ai biét dwoe diy 1a ba Bland nhidm 14n?
Ching mot ai & Crowdean biét trede ddy Bland da tirng k&t hon. Hon nhéan
dau tién cda Ong ta cach diy nhiéu nam, da xay ra trong thoi chién, khi 8y
ong dang & hai ngoai. C6 thé doan dwoce 1a ba vor dau tién da chét cheatng
bao 1au sau da’y, va hdu nhw 6ng da tai gid ngay 14p ticc. Ong con gilt ban
chinh gidy hon thd, nhiéu gid'y to khac nhau cua gia dinh, nhirng tA'm anh
chup nhirng ho hang ngwoi Canada bay gio dd chét — ta't cd déu thuén
budm xudi gid. Du sao di nwra li€u linh cling dang. Ho danh liéu lam viéc
ay, va da trét lot. Cac thu tuc phap ly dworc thdong qua. Va dén da’y gia dinh
Bland tré nén giau c6 sung tic, tA't ca ric rdi vé tai chinh déu cham dirt —

“Va roi mot nam sau cé chuyén xady ra. Chuyén gi xay ra? Toi nay ra y
nghi rang ai dd'y da tr Canada sang da't nwdc nly — va ngwdi niy biét ba
vo dau tién qua ro, cheamg thé nao bi ké gia danh Itra d6i. D6 ¢6 the€ 1a mot
ngwoi cao tudi duoc gia dinh uy thac hay than hiru cia gia dinh — du la ai
di ntra ngwoi d6 ciling s€ bi€t. Co 1€ ho da nghi t&i nhirng phwong cach d€
tranh gdp mat. Ba Bland c6 th€ gia bénh, ba ta ¢ th€ xua't ngoai — nhwng
ba't ctr di€u gi ki€u &y chi t6 gy nghi ngo’ ma th6i. Khach sé doi gap ngwoi
phu ntr 6ng ta dé€n d€ gap mat...”

“Vathé&'la — sat hai?”

“Phai. Va d&n diy toi cho rang c6 th€ chi ctia ba Bland di lam con ma
xui bay. Ba ta suy tinh ky r'di vach ra k& hoach thyc hi€n toan bo vu nay.”

“Ong cho ring cd Martindale va ba Bland 12 chi em sa0?”

“Pa%y la cach gidi thich duy nhat cho ca vu viéc nay.”

“Ba Bland qua c6 nhic d&n ai da’y khi toi gdp ba ta,” thanh tra néi. “Tinh



cach cua ho rat khac bi€t — nhuwng ding Ia... ¢6 giong nhau. Nhwng lam
thé&” nao ho c¢6 thé mong thodt tdi dwoc chir? Ngwoi kia s€ mat tich. Cac
cudc diéu tra s€ ti€n hanh...”

“Néu ngwoi nay ra nwdc ngoai — ¢6 1€ d€ du lich chir khéng phai di 1am
in, lich trinh ctia dng ta s&€ mo h'd khong dinh sdn. Mot 14 thw tir noi nay —
mot buu thiép tir noi khdc — s& ma't mot thoi gian trede khi ngwdi ta thic
méc sao khong nghe tin tirc gi vé ong ta ca. Khi 4y thi liéu ai s& lién két
mot ké dwgrc nhan dang va chon cat véi cdi tén Harry Castleton véi mot du
khach nguwoi Canada giau c¢6 dén da't nwdc nay ma thdm chi chwa ai ting
gdp? N€u toi l1a ké sat nhan, hin t6i da 1én di qua Phap hay Bi, virt hd chi€u
ctia nan nhan trén tau hda hay xe dién, d€ cho cudc diéu tra dworc ti€n hanh
& mot nwde khac.”

BA't gidc toi crra quay, va Poirot ddo mét nhin sang toi.

“Gi he?”

“Bland twng dé cip v&i toi chuyén 6ng ta vira mai di choi mot ngay dén
Boulogne — v&i mét ¢d toc vang, toi hi€u r'oi.”

“Viéc ong ta 1am c6 vé& hoan toan ty nhién. Chéc chin day la mot théi
quen.”

“Chuyén nay van con 1a phdng dodn,” thanh tra phan do1i.

“Nhwng c6 th€ diéu tra ma,” Poirot ndi.

Ong 14’y mot to gid'y viet thw ctia khéch san tir cdi gid triede mét minh va
trao cho thanh tra.

“Anh cr viét the cho 6ng Enderby & s& 10, Vwon Ennismore, S.W.7 di,
Ong Ay da hka s€ ti€n hanh mot sd diéu tra gidp téi & Canada, ong ay la

mot ludt sw quoc t&€ noi ti€ng day.”



“Con chuyén nhirng chi€c dong h'6 thi sao?”

“Oi! Pong h6. Nhitng chiéc d6ng h'o lng danh &y!” 6ng gia Poirot
mim cwdi. “T6i nghi cdc anh s& thi'y rang cd Martindale c6 trach nhiém vé&i
ching. Vi vy an nay nhw t6i da néi la mot vy an hinh sy don gian, né da
dwoc nguy trang dé tré thanh mot ky an. Chi€c dong h'd ¢6 chir Rosemary
ma Sheila Webb da mang di stra &y. Phai ching c6 ta da lam mat né &
Phong Thw ky? Phai chang c6 Martindale da 18y n6 d€ lam nén cho chuyén
r6i rim khong dau vao ddu clia minh, va phai ching ph#n nio vi chiéc
ddng h'6 &y ma ba ta da chon Sheila 1am ngwoi phat hién cai xac?”

Hardcastle budt miéng: “Ong bao ngwdi dan ba 'y tAm thwong khong c6
6c sang tao ma. Ba ta bia ra ta't cd chuyén nay khi nao th&?”

“Ba ta dau c6 bia chuyén. PaYy la diéu cyc ky thd vi. Tat ca déu & day
—cho sdn ba ta. Ngay tr d4u t6i da khdm pha ra mot ki€u mau — mot mo-
tip ma t6i da biét. Mot ki€u miu quen thudc vi tdi vira m&i doc mot truyén
y nhw th&". T6i d3 rat may mén. Nhuw ciu Colin ddy s& cho anh biét, tuan
nay t6i da dg mot cude ban da'u gid ban thao vi€t tay cta cac tac gia. Trong

da’y ¢6 mdt s¢ truyén cua Garry Gregson. Hau nhw t6i chd dim hy vong,

nhueng may mén da dén vdi toi. Dady nay... ” Y hét o thuat gia, Poirot vut
16i ra tr mdt ngan kéo ban gidy hai quyén tap ci nat, “...td't ca déu & day!

Trong s& nhiéu cdt truyén ong &y dw dinh viét ra. Ong da khong sdng d&
Vi€t truyén nay — nhung cd Martindale 1a thw ky cia 6ng nén bi€t hét ca.
Ba ta chi don gian 1a cudm toan bd c6t truyén 4y d€ hop vdi muc dich clia
minh.”

“Nhung nhitng chiéc dong h'o chic phdi cé y nghia gi d6 trong nguyén
ban — t6i mudn ndi nhirng chi€c dong h'6 cia Gregson do.”

“0, ¢6 chr. Nhirng chiéc d6ng h'0 cia 6ng &y dwgc d€ dirng & nam gior



mot phit, ndm gio’ b6n phidt va ndm gio bay phit. DAy 1a ma s6” clia mot
két sit: 515457. C4i két sit dwoe gidu ddng mot ban chép lai clia birc tranh
Mona Lisa. Bén trong két sit,” Poirot néi tié€p v&i vé chan ghét, “la nhitng

vién ngoc trén veong mién hoang gia Nga. Toan bd chuyén &y la un tas de

nguwoe dai. A, phai ding the’, né da dén ding lic Martindale can. Ba ta chi
viéc chon nhén vat & chd minh va cdi bién ciu chuyén lai cho phit hop. TA't
ca cdc manh moi ryc Ia 4y s€ din dén... dau? Chinh x4c 1a chd dén dau
cal A, ding th&, mdt ngwdi dan ba c6 ning lyc. Ngudi ta thic mic — ong
ay d€lai di san cho ba ta — chaalng phai th€ sao? T6i ty hoi: dng &y da chét
nhw thé nao va vi chuyén gi?”

Hardcastle khong theém quan tdm t&i chuyén qua khit. Ong ¢Am 1én hai
quyén tap va 18y tor gid'y chia khach san tw trén tay tdi. Trong hai phiit vira
qua t6i da nhin né chdm chip, mé méan. Ong da ghi lai dja chi cia Enderby
ma khong chiu xoay tr& 1én cho ding chiéu. Pia chi khach san bi 1on
nguroc & géc bén tay trdi. Nhin to gidy, toi méi hi€u minh da 13 mot thang
ngu ngoc.

“A, cdm on 6ng Poirot,” thanh tra néi. “Qua that dng da cho ching toi
diéu gi da'y d€ suy nghi. Du chuyén gi s€ xay ra ciing...”

“Toi hét strc vui mirng néu nhe minh da hd tror dwore diéu gi day.”

Poirot vor khiém ton.

“T6i s€ phai ki€m tra nhiéu diéu...”

“Pwong nhién — dwong nhién...”

Loi tam biét da tho't ra r'oi. Hardcastle ra di.

Poirot chuyén sang quan tdm t&i t6i. Long may 6ng rwdn 1én.



“Eh bien..., t6i mudn hoi cdi gi khi€n cdu ban than khé & thé? Trong
clu giong nhw mot ké vira thd’y ma quy hién hinh.”

“Ch4u vtra thi'y ra minh da qud doi ngu ngdc.”

“Aha. A, diéu &y thuong xay dén véi ra't nhiéu dan éng ching ta.”

Nhung c6 th€ doan biét chzatng xdy ra vori Hercule Poirot dau! Toi phai
tadn cong Ong ta.

“N6i1 cho chau bi€t mot diéu thoi, bac Poirot! Néu nhw bac da noi, bac
c6 the lam toan bd viéc nay khi ng6i trén gh& banh cta bac ¢ London, va
c¢6 the goi chau va Dick Hardcastle t&i gdp bac & da’y, the thi tai sao... Oi,
tai vi sao th€’, sao béc lai cat cong xudng tan day?”

“T6i da bao ciu ngwoi ta stra chira trong can ho cia tdi roi ma.”

“Lé ho c6 th€ cho bac mwon mdt can hd khac. Hay bac cé the€ toi &
khach san Ritz, & d6 sé€ thoai mai hon & khach san Curlew.”

'?’

“Ro6 rang la ca phé & day, mon Dieu, ca ph€!” Poirot ndi.

“Tai sao ha?”

Hercule Poirot noi sung.

“Eh bien, bdi cdu qua ngu si cha doan dwore, toi s€ bao cho cau biét. To6i
la con nguoi, chealng phai th& sao? Td6i c¢6 th€ 1a cdi may néu can thi€t. Toi
c6 th€ ndm ngtra ra ma suy nghi. Toi ¢ the gidi quyét vain dé the day.
Nhwng t6i 1a con nguwoi, tdi bao cho ciu bi€t nhw thé”. Va moi sy déu lién
quan dén con nguoi cd.”

“Thi sao?”

“Loi giai thich cling don gian nhwr an mang don gidn nay. Nhirng gi toi
lam déu xud't phat tw tinh hi€u ky ctia con ngwoi,” Hercule Poirot ¢6 lam ra

vé duwong hoang.
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Mot Tan nwra t61 lai dé€n Wilbraham Crescent.

T6i dung lai tredre cOng nha s6” 19. L'an nay khodng c6 ai vira chay ra vira
la hét. That ngin nip gon gang va binh yén.

T6i di t&i ctra tredre va bAm chudng. Co Millicent Pebmarsh m¢é cira.

“La Colin Lamb,” t6i n6i. “T6i vao néi chuyén v&i ba, dwoe khdng a?”

“Chéc chén 1a dwoc.”

Ba di trwdc tdi vao phong khach.

“Dwong nhw 6ng danh ra't nhiéu thoi gian d€ xudng day, 6ng Lamb a.
To1 da bi€t Ong cheamg lién quan v&i canh sat dia phwong...”

“Ba biét ding roi d6. Toi nghi that sy ba da bi€t dich xac toi la ai tw
ngay diu tién ba néi voi t6i.”

“To6i khong chic chin — hoan toan khong hi€u 6ng néi thé 13 nghia ly

N

gi.
“T6i da cye ky ngu xuan, ba Pebmarsh a. T6i da t&i noi nay d€ tim ba.
To6i da tim thdy ba ngay dau tién toi t&i ddy — ma t6i lai khong bi€t minh

N A

da tim thy ba roi!”

“Co6 th€ an mang da khi€n o6ng bj dang tri.”



“Ping nhw ba néi. T6i con khd ngu xuan nén da nhin mot to gid'y nguoc
dau.”

“Va toan by chuyén nay la van dé gi day?”

“Chi 1a tro choi da két thic r'oi, ba Pebmarsh a. Téi da tim thdy bd chi
huy noi 14p ra toan b6 k& hoach. Nhirng h'd so’ va ban ghi nhd nhw thé” néu
Can thiét ba s& lwu trir bang hé thong nhitng chd'm li ti ctia chit ndi. Thong
tin Larkin 18y dwoc & Portlebury da dwgc chuyén tdi cho ba. Tw diy né sé
dén noi dwore giri d&€n nho' Ramsay. Han da tir nha minh sang nha ba vé
dém qua 187 khu vweon khi ¢an thiét. Mot hom hin da d4nh roi mot dong
tién kim loai ctia Tiép Khéc trong vieon nha ba...”

Jac S 3]

“Ong ta that bat can.

“Chung ta d€u c6 lic ba't can ca. V& boc cua ba rat td't. Ba bi mu, ba lam
viéc & mot hoc vién danh cho tré khi€m thi, ba ca't gitr nhirng sach chir noi
trong nha la I€ ty nhién théi — ba 1a mot phu nw c6 tri thong minh va cé
tinh khong tam thwong. T6i khdong hi€u dong lwc nao khi€n ba nhiét tinh
hang hai...”

“Cau thich cdi cach t6i cong hi€n cho cong viéc cua minh.”

“Phai, t6i nghi c6 1€ vay.”

“Va vi sao cdu lai néi v&i t6i td't ca chuyén nay? C6 vé khdng binh
thwong.”

To61 ngé dong h'o deo tay.

“Ba c6 hai ti€ng dong h'd, ba Pebmarsh a. Hai gio nira canh sat dic biét
s€ t&i ddy va dam nhiém viéc nay.”

“T6i khong hi€u ciu. Vi sao cdu lai dé€n diy trwedc ngwoi cia minh va

cho t6i biét mdt diéu dwong nhw 1a mot 1oi canh béo...”



“La mdt loi canh bdo. Téi da ty minh toi ddy, va s€ & lai day cho t&i khi
ngwoi cda tbi téi noi, d€ canh khong cho bat ¢ cdi gi lot ra khdi can nha
nay — trir mot ngoai 1€ — ngoai 1€ &y chinh la ba. Ba c6 hai ti€ng d6ng h'6
d€ kh&i hanh néu ba chon viéc ra di.”

“Nhung vi sao? Vi sao chir?”

T6i ddp cham rai: “Vi t6i nghi c6 mot kha nang rat mong manh la trong
mot thdi gian ngdn nira thdi ba cé thé trd thanh me vor clia minh. Khong
chung t6i sai Tam.”

Mot khoanh khic im 1ing. Millicent Pebmarsh dirng 1én va di t&i cira s0.
Toi khong r&i mét khoi ba ta. Khong hé c6 4o twdng ndo vé Millicent
Pebmarsh ca. T6i khong tin ba ta mot chiit xiu nao. Ba ta bi mi nhwng ngay
ca mot ngwoi dan ba mu ciing ¢é th€ tom dwore anh néu anh mat canh giac.
Tinh trang mu 1oa cta ba ta s¢ khong lam cho ba khi€m khuy&t néu ba ta c6
co’ hoi an mot khau sing luc tw dong vao xwong sdng cua toi.

Ba néi that khé: “Toi1 s€ khong cho ciu biet cau dung hay sai. Bi€u gi da
khi&n cdu nghi ring — c6 th€ 12 nhw thé?”

“Po6i mit.”

“Nhwng chung t61 tinh cach chéng gio'ng nhau.”

“Khong.”

Ba ta néi c6 vé hoi ngang budng.

“T6i da 1am hét strc minh cho ng.”

“P6 1a van dé can phai ban. Vi ba sy nghiép 1a wu tién.”

“Phai th& thoi.”

“T61 khong dong §.”

Lai mot khodnh khic im ling. Sau d6 tdi hoi: “Ba c6 biét co Ay 1a ai



khong — ngay hom ay?”

“Khong biét cho d&n khi toi nghe cdi tén... Tdi tw minh duy tri viéc nim
thong tin v& né6 — van ludn nhu th&.”

“Ba chwa bao gio’ bA't nhin nhw 1€ ra hin ba dd mudn the.”

“Pwng ¢6 ndi v van nira!”

To1 1ai nhin dong h'o deo tay.

“Thoi gian dang ti€p tuc troi di,” tdi nodi.

Ba ta quay tr¢ lai tw cira sO va bang qua phong toi ban gid'y.

“T6i ¢6 mdt biec anh chup né lic con bé day...”

To6i & sau lung ba ta khi ba 16i cdi ngan kéo md ra. Khong phai mdt khau
sing tir dong. La mot con dao nhd ra't dé gy chét nguoi. ..

Tdi ndm chiit tay ba ta roi 14y con dao di.

“T6i c¢6 th€ mém y&u, nhung khdng phai mot thing ngdc,” tdi néi.

Ba ta mo mot cai gh& roi ng'di xudng. Khong hé d€ 16 bat cir mot cam
XUcC nao.

“Téi cha loi dung 1671 d¢ nghi clia cau dau. Ich loi gi chi? Téi sé & lai
day doi ho dén. Van ludn ¢6 nhitng co hdi — ngay ca & trong tii.”

“Ba mudn ndi tdi viéce truyén ba hoc thuy€t ciia minh ha?”

“Né&u cau thich nghi cdi ki€u &y thi ctr viéc.”

Chiing tdi ng6i d6, thu dich nhau, nhwng cling hiéu biét 14n nhau. T6i
ndi cho ba ta bi€t: “T6i da xin thoi viéc. Toi dang trd 1ai voi nghé clii — hai
dwong hoc. C6 mot chd 1am & mot treong dai hoc & Uc.”

“To61 nghi cau ra't khon ngoan. Cau chgng dat y€u cau trong cOng viéc
nay. Giong nhw b clia Rosemary. Ong ta ch?ing hé quan triét 1o day: ‘Hay

"79

t bd théi nhu nhwoe y&u hén



T6i nghi t&i loi cia Hercule Poirot.
“T6i bang long vi dwgrc lam mdt con nguwoi.”
Ching t6i im ling ngdi d6, mdi ngwdi déu tin chic quan diém cida

nguwoi kia 1a sai Tam.

Thw cia Thanh tra Hardcastle giri Hercule Poirot

Ong Poirot than mén,

Hién nay chiing toi da nam dwoc mot s sw kién ma téi cdm thay
ong co thé’quan tam khi nghe ké’vé chiing.

Mot 6ng Quentin Duguesclin & Quebec da roi Canada dén chdu Au
cdch day chieng bon tudn. Ong 4y khéng cé ho hang gan va ké hoach
tré vé khong xdc dinh. Ho chiéu cia ong dwoc chii mot nha hang nho
& Boulogne tim thdy va giao ndp cho cdnh sdt. Dén nay vdn chwa ai
dén nhan lai.

Ong Duguesclin la mot ngwoi ban lau ndm ciia gia tdc Montresor &
Quebec. Pirng ddu gia toc dy, 6ng Henry Montresor dd chét cdch day
muwoi tdm thdng, dé’ lqi tai sdn rdt lon cho ngwoi ba con duy nhdt con
song, goi ong ta chu tén la Valerie, dwoc mo td la vor cua Josaiah
Bland ¢ Portlebury, Anh quéc. Mot cong ty tw van phdp ludt rdt danh
gid o London nhdn lam viéc cho ngwo'i thi hanh bdn di chiic & Canada.
Tédt cd thong tin lién lac gitva ba Bland va dong ho cia ba ¢ Canada da

dwng lai tw khi ba lay chdng, diéu ma dong ho cua ba khong dong y.



Ong Duguesclin tieng dé cdp voi mot ngwoi ban éng ¢ ¥ dinh dén
tham nha Bland khi éng dén Anh, vi 6ng van luén yéu quy Valerie ldm.

Cdi xdc cho dén nay dwoc nhdn dang la Henry Castleton da dwoc
nhdn dang lai dich xdc la Quentin Duguesclin.

Mot s6”bdng hiéu da dworc tim thay xép ddt gon gang trong mot goc
san hang thdu xdy dwng ciia Bland. Tuy da dwoc voi va son phi lén,
nhitng chiz Hiéu gidt Snowflake vdn co thé thdy ro sau khi cdc chuyén
gia da xw ly.

T6i sé khong lam phién 6ng voi cdc chi tiét nho nhat, nhwng cong toé
vién da xem xét viéc phdt lénh bdt giw Josaiah Bland.

Co6 Martindale va ba Bland la chi em diing nhw 6ng da phong dodn,
nhwng mdc du toi dong y voi cdch nhin cia éng vé sw tham gia ciia ba
ta trong cdc tJi dc nay, nhwng chiwrng cie day di sé kho dat dwoc. Ba ta
chdc chdn la mdt phu nit rat khon ngoan. Dit sao toi ciing hy vong & ba
Bland. Ba ta la hang dan ba wa phdn bji.

Ba Bland déu tién chét o Phdp do chién tranh va hén nhan thie nhi
ciia hdn voi Hilda Martindale ciing & Phdp, t6i nghi ¢d thé chikng
minh ro rang mdc du di nhién nhiéu ho so> hoi dy da bi phd hiy.

Toi rat vui thich dwoc gap 6ng ngay hom ay, va toi phdi cdm on 6ng
vi nhitng goi y rat bo’ich ciia 6ng. Toi hy vong viéc siva doi va trang tri
cdn ho ciia ong ¢ London dda hoan thanh my man.

Kinh thue,

Richard Hardcastle



Thong tin thém tw R.H. Gtti toi H.P

Tin tot lanh! Con mu Bland dad sup do! Da thira nhdn toan bé vu viéc!!!
D& hét toi 16i cho chi va chong minh. My “chira bao gio® hiéu dwoc
viéc ho dinh lam cho dén khi qud mudn!” Cw twong ho chi “dinh ddnh
thuéc mé ong ay de’ ong ay khong nhdn ra minh la ké gid mao!” Mot
cdu chuyén co lé ding! Nhwng toi xin thwa khd ding sw thdt mu ta
khong phdi la ké chi mwu giét ngwoi. Ban hang & cho Portobello da
nhdn dién cé Martindale chinh la quy ba “ngwoi My~ da mua hai
chiéc dong ho no.

Ba McNaughton gior ddy noi minh tueng trong thdy Duguesclin trong
chiéc xe tdi Bland da ldi vao gara nha hdn. Ba ta cé thwe sw trong thdy
hay khong?

Colin ban chiing ta dd cwoi cd gdi dy. Néu dong hdi thi tdi xin thwa
rang cdu 4y dién mat roi.

Chiic nhitng diéu tot dep nhat!

Ban ciia ong,

Richard Hardcastle
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